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The old devils 

Tales of old men with young 
wives and new children 
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The egg snatchers 

One man’s battle to protect the 
nests of Britain’s rare birds 
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‘Britain is slowly changing hands’ 



ANDREW MARR 


In.' politics, talk of turning* 
points is a dangerous game, but 
during the past 40 hours the 
prospects for a Conservative 
election victory seem to have 
slipped from being merely un- 
likely to being barely thinkable. 
The Tories’ hopes for a drama- 
tic late revival seem desperate- 
ly thin. 

Their strategists like to say 
that as soon as the public be- 
lieves the Conservatives can 
win the nest election, then they 
can win the next election. The 
trouble is. the public don’t, and 
are now likely to stay sceptical. 
John Major grins gamely on, al- 
most heroic in his personal op- 
timism. But in weeks like these 
be seems reminiscent oiPrimte 
Eye's famously disastrous foot- 
ball manager, “The ashen-faced 
Ron Knee", while Tony Blair 
whooshes round America, play- 
ing Virtual Government. 

The Staffordshire by- 
election doesn’t, of itself, prove 
anything. By-elections arc more 
like opinion polls than like gen- 
eral elections. They confront 
voters with a different question 
- not “which government do you 
choose?’’ bui rather, “how cross 
are you feeling with the powers 
that" be rhis morning’?" 

Kicking governments is thor- 
oughly enjoyable. But a funda- 
mentally different thing from 
picking ! hem - the Tories won 
back every scat that they had 
lost this way between 19S7 and 
1992. But politics progresses by 
stories. Before Tamworth, the 
Tories were preparing a stoiy 
about their regeneration in 
1996 that will new have to be 
postponed. 

They had been desperately 



Major urged 
to move right 


New friends: Tony Blair and President Bill Clinton in the Oval Office yesterday 


Photograph: Gregg NewtorVReuter 


hoping for a by-election result 
good enough lo be presented as 
some kind of turning point. 
And then this -a slap across the 
chops, a kick in the bottom, a 
stinging rebuke. 

Tory by-election defeats have 
become almost routine, but 
this weekend it feels as if Britain 
is slowly changing hands. Nor 
should sensible Tories take any 
pleasure in the shrinking of the 
Liberal Democrat vole. That 
Loo is a warning. If voters’ 
readiness to switch tactically is 
passed on from by-elections to 
general elections, then the Gov- 
ernment is looking at a much 
more serious defeat next year 
than ministers currently expect. 


Next year? Yes - as long as 
the Ulster Unionists don’t lose 
patience with Major, his ad- 
ministration can still survive 
into 1997. There will be further 
bad nights, particularly after the 
local elections. The story of the 
past few years has been one of 
political decay and 1 therefore 
predict more unpredictable 
events - another defection, a 
damaging resignation, an un- 
expected parliamentary defeat. 

But these have become al- 
most routine: an early election 
would need the withdrawal of 
unionist backing on a confi- 
dence motion, or the collapse 
of the Government from with- 
in. and neither seems likely. 


But the Tories’ one-vote ma- 
jority will further diminish the 
party’s ability to shape events. 
In most important ways, this has 
become a government con- 
demned to passivity. 

Provocative legislation cannot 
be passed. The European Intcr- 
Govemmcniai Conference is a 
long, slow game of blocking and 
kicking into touch. The great 
economic recovery has become 
the Conservatives’ Codoi. 

While in office, ministers are 
able to do relatively little with 
their formal power, in opposi- 
tion Tbny Blair manages to 
seem impressively busy for a 
man with no money to spend. 
The other half of this week’s sto- 


ry has been his remarkably life- 
like impersonation of a suc- 
cessful. old-time Conservative 
prime minister. One;* such peo- 
ple were easy lo recognise. We 
knew them by their friends- the 
American presidents, the di- 
rectors of international capital, 
the media tycoons. We knew 
them by their calm assumption 
of the moral leadership of the 
middle classes. We knew them 
by the ruthless professionalism 
of their political organisation. 
And we knew them above all be- 
cause they claimed almost to be 
above politics, standing for the 
nation against the scheming of 
political extremists - in the 
TURN TO PAGE 2 


JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

John Major yesterday came 
under pressure to move to (he 
right to meet the challenge of 
Tony Blair’s march on to the 
centre ground of British politics. 

In the wake of Labour's 
crushing victory in Thursday’s 
Staffordshire South East by- 
clection, John Redwood, who 
challenged the Prime Minister 
for the Tory leadership last 
year. led Tory claims that die de- 
feat required a change of di- 
rection. marked by big tax cuts. 

But Mr Major insisted he 
would hold to a steady course: 
‘T have been in politics long 
enough not to over-react to any 
by-election result. I am disap- 
pointed by last night’s result but 
politics is not an easy ride. I am 
here to do what is right and stick 
with it." 

Labour’s Brian Jenkins took 
the seal with a near-record 22 
per cent swing, reducing Mr Ma- 
jor's Commons majority to one. 
Speaking from the United 
Stales before a meeting with 
President Clinton, Mr Blair put 
the Conservative* on notice: 
^lf an opportunity presents it- 
self to remove this Govern- 
ment then it’s not merely an 
opportunity, it is our duty as the 
Opposition lo try and remove 
them." he said. 

The Labour leader welcomed 
the result as a “stunning" vin- 
dication of his eve-of-poll dec- 
laration that Labour was now 
the party of the centre, as well 
as the left of centre. He said: ’T 
think one of the things that last 
night’s result shows is that New 
Labour is a new party of the cen- 
tre ground, is a party that can 


Slaughtered cattle to 
be pulped and buried 


PAUL FIELD 

Slaughterhouses will destroy 
up to 30,000 cattle a week in the 
the proposed BSE cull with the 
beasts being dismembered to re- 
move possible infected parts 
and the rest of the carcasses 
ground to a pulp and buried in 
lan dfill sites. 

■ Under government plans, 
abattoirs would remove the 
head, spinal cord, intestines 
and spleen from the animal for 
incineration. The rest of the car- 
cass, not considered to be atrisk 
of BSE, would be reduced to a 
form of extremely fine mince- 
meat by rendering plants and 
buried." The procedures are a 
means of getting around the 
etuonieshortage of incineratioa 
facilities. 

European agriculture offi- 
cials, talked late into the night 
lb-fetich an agreement on the 
logistics of the disposal of old- 
er cows. The destruction could 
begun within a few weeks fol- 
lowing the meeting of the beef 
management committee in 
Brussels. 'Douglas . Hogg, the 
Agricultme Minister, said'AD 
UK beef on sale will continue 
to be from- cattle under 30 
months. Significant EU funds 
will be available to. compensate 
fanners for the destruction of 

their older cattle.* 

The 30.000-a-week figure is 
double the number thought 
necessary under the -Luxem- 
bourg agreement last week to 
keep all cattle older than 30 


months out of the food chain. 

For around three months 
the Government win not be able 
lo limit the destruction to 
15.000 normally slaughtered 
every week at the end of tbeir 
productive life owing to the 
backlog of up lo 100,000 old 
cows and a further 100,000 
younger animals more than 30 
months old awaiting slaughter 
on farms. 

A spokeswoman for the Min- 
istry of Agriculture. Fisheries 
and Food confirmed the details 
of the proposals placed on the 
negotiating table in Brussels. 
She stressed that the only car- 
casses to be entirely incinerat- 
ed would be confirmed or 
suspected BSE cases. 

The nine incineration plants 
licensed to destroy cattle can 
cope with 3,000 carcasses a 
week. 

However, officials were tight- 
lipped on the compensation 
package being considered. 

Renderers, which specialise 
in processing animal waste, 
have already been told they are ■ 
to receive £112m a year to 
make up for the loss of business 

in bonemeal for animal feed and 
beef products such as gelatin. 

Slaughter houses have been 
offered a £53m package, which 
accounts for the charges levied 
by the Meat Hygiene Service for 
inspections every year. 

But the abattoirs want com- 
pensation for unsaleable stocks 
worth more than £70m, afpre^ ‘ 
sent in store as a result of the * 



Douglas Hogg: Thirty-month 
culling proposal to go ahead 

collapse m the UK beef market 
It is thought that up to 85,000 
tons of beef are in abattoir 
chiller rooms, bonded ware- 
houses at ports or in store on 
ships at sea. 

Peter Scott, director of the 
Federation of Fresh Meal 
Wholesalers, representing 85 
per cent erf 450 slaughter hous- 
es in Britain, said that without 
compensation the majority will 
go under. 

The federation has accepted 
the need for a rationalisation of 
the industry under which abat- 
toirs and mrat processing plants 
would be paid to go out of busi- 
ness. a move supported by the 
Meat and livestock Commis- 
sion^ .. ■ 

__ Meanwhile the federation 
yesterday, said it would reject a 
European offer to buy up thou- 


sands of tonnes of unwanted 
beef. The NFU called the lack 
of UK interest in the offer as- 
tonishing and disappointing. 
Other European countries are 
selling thousands of tonnes of 
beef into storage. 

The federation claimed it 
made no sense to take lop-quab 
hy beef out of the system at this 
time. UK meat traders are sell- 
ing into storage just 140 tonnes 
of unwanted beef because of the 
BSE crisis. The price agreed 
with the ElTs beef management 
committee was £220 per 100 ki- 
los. Other countries jumped at 
the chance to guarantee a return 
on their beef in the midst of con- 
sumer doubts rather than lake 
a gamble on a market upturn. 
France sold nearly 2^00 tonnes 
of beef while Germany is band- 
ing over more than 4,000. 
tonnes. 

The decision marked Lhe 
opening of the European beef 
stores for the first time in two 
years in the wake of Lhe BSE 
scare. But the fact that so few 
British traders took up the of- 
fer suggests they still have con- 
fidence in prices and are 
hanging on. 

Mr Scott said with more than 
half the beef supplies possibly 
being taken our of the system, 
the country will be short of beef: 
“Therefore it makes no sense al 
all to start taking the best qual- 
ity beef away from the house- 
wife and putting it into 
deep-freeze, it is not a boycott, 
h is simply not attractive. 


Israel pounds 
new targets 
in Lebanon 


ROBERT FISK 

Beirut 

Israel’s blitz on Lebanon began 
to turn into an international cri- 
sis last night after helicopters ma- 
rauding over Beirut's southern 
suburbs opened fire on a Syri- 
an anti-aircraft battery, killing a 
Syrian major and wounding 
eight of his men. The incident is 
likely to have grave repercussions 
on the crumbling Middle East 
peace negotiations. 

Even as the Israelis were 
bombing the capital, up to 
50.000 Lebanese refugees - 
fleeing from their homes after 
a warning by Israel that their vil- 
lages would be assaulted in the 
hunt for Hizbollah fighters - 
streamed towards Beirut. 

Earlier in the day. Hizbollah 
guerrillas retaliated for Thurs- 
day’s Israeli raids by launching 
more than 24 Katyusha rockets 
at northern Galilee, wounding 
five Israeli civilians at Kiryat 
Shmona; one of them, a woman, 
was critically injured when a mis- 
sile exploded beside her car. 
Within hours, the Israelis took 
their own counter-retaliation 
by shelling the village ofYohmor 


in the lower Bekaa Valley, killing 
four Lebanese civilians and 
wounding eight others, includ- 
ing two guls aged 10 and 11. An- 
other eight wounded civilians hit 
by Israeli shellfire were brought 
lo hospitals in Tyre. 

In southern Lebanon. Israeli 
troops were reported lo be 
preparing for a parachute drop 
onto the semi-abandoned vil- 
lages north of their occupation 
zone while hundreds of Hizhol- 
lah guerrillas - the only 
Lebanese who were not known 
to have suffered any casualties 
yesterday - lay in hiding in the 
hilltop hamlets, wailing for 
Israeli troops to arrive if an 
airborne attack materialised. 

In a grim warning earlier in 
the day. the Hizbollah claimed 
responsibility for the missile at- 
tack on Kiiyat Shmona, adding 
that this was merely the first 
response to “the crimes of the 
enemy". 

The Hizbollah 's leader, Sayed 
Hassan Nasrallah, said that 
Hizbollah’s main retaliation - 
which had not yet been visited 
upon the Israelis - would 
“astound the world". 

Further reports, page 10 
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Today's weather 

Cloudy with a cool easterly 
wind. Some sunny spells later 
in most areas. Page 2 
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appeal across the classes and is 
a party that is capable therefore 
of uniting the country." 

And the success of Labour’s 
middle-class message in a clas- 
sically Middle England seat re- 
ignited the Tory party's divisions 
over how lo fight back against 
Mr Blair's appeal lo their for- 
mer supporters. 

As Tory MPs privately ex- 
pressed alarm that the Gov- 
ernment might be running out 
of time to stage a recovery, sev- 
eral urged the Chancellor, Ken- 
neth Clarke, to adopt a bold 
tax-cutting strategy. 

Mr Redwood said: “I think 
voters in the by-election were 
saying the economic recovery is 
not enough, they want to see 
more action on tax . . . they 
want reassurance about the fu- 
ture direction of the country." 

But the “One Nation" Tory 
Tim Devlin, MP for Stockton 
South, insisted the party had to 
fight for the centre jp-ound. 
“Anyone who’s ever fought a 
marginal seat knows that you 
win in the centre ground and 
that it is the attractiveness of 
your policies lo the broad mass 
of the public, not just to your 
own traditional supporters, 
which is what counts." he said. 

The deputy prime minister 
Michael Heseltine insisted that 
the Tories’ second-worst by- 
election defeat by Labour did 
not mean a change to the strat- 
egy of waiting for “real personal 
disposable income" to rise. 
“The longer we have, the more 
the benefits of the sacrifices that 
we've made turn out into eco- 
nomic prosperity for the widest 
possible range of people," he 
said. 

By-election result, page 2 
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IN BRIEF 


IRA terror 
suspect 
questioned 
by Garda 


JASON BENNETTO and 
ALAN MURDOCH in Dublin 


A 27-year-old man was being 
held in Dublin yesterday in 
connection with [RA activities 
in mainland Britain, including 
the recent London bombing 
campaign that shattered the 
ceasefire. 

Anti-terrorist police are ex- 
pected to apply for the man's 
extradition, although it is un- 
derstood he is not being linked 
to the Docklands bomb in 
which two people died. 

His arrest on Thursday 
morning followed a surveil- 
lance operation launched by the 
Irish Garda's Special Branch 
when the 17-month IRA cease- 
fire ended in February. 

It is believed the incidents the 
man will be questioned over 
indude the three Semtex “bag 
bombs’* that exploded in centra] 
London, one of which acci- 
dentally detonated on a double 
decker bus killing the IRA 
terrorist Edward O’Brien. 

It is understood he was 
quizzed by the Garda yesterday 
about 1994 bombs in Brighton 
and Bognor Regis, which 
involved bicycle frames packed 
with explosives. 

The man. from the north 
Dublin suburb of Finelas. was 
detained under the terms of 
Irish anti-terrorist legislation. 
This permits suspects' to he 
held For up to 48 hours, mean- 
ing he has to be charged or 
released bv this morning. 

British anti-terrorist sources 
yesterday confirmed their in- 
terest in* the suspect. Scotland 
Yard declined to confirm that 
they would make an early 
application for his extradition, 
but it is understood this will 
happen shortly. 

The IRA brought the cease- 
fire to an abrupt end with a 
l.QOQlb fertiliser bomb planted 
in a truck that was left at South 


Quay in London's Docklands on 
9 February. On 15 February, a 
51b Semtex bomb was left in a 
holdall inside a telephone box 
in Charing Cross Road, central 
London- That device was made 
safe and no-onc was injured. 

On the evening of 18 Febru- 
ary', O'Brien killed by his own 
bomb when it ripped apart the 
bus he was on as it passed 
along AJdwych. also in central 
London. Enough Semtex and 
bomb making equipment for a 
further 20 bombs were found 
later at O’Brien's flat in 
Lewisham, south east London, 
with numerous documents. 

In the early hours of 9 March, 
another small Semtex bag bomb 
exploded in Old Bromplon 
Road, Fulham, west London, 
causing minor damage. The 
IRA later acknowledged the 
device was one of theirs. 

The suspect has also been 
questioned about the bicycle 
bombs used in.- August 1994. The 
terrorists packed several 
pounds of Semtex into the pan- 
nier bags of two hire bicycles. 

A bike with a 51b bomb ex- 
ploded in the main shopping 
precinct at Bognor Regis. West 
Sussex, badly damaging 15 
shops. In Brighton, a mountain 
bike carrying a similar device 
was left at the Palace Pier, but 
was made safe. 

Bicycle bombs had been used 
before in Northern Ireland, 
but these were thought to be ihe 
first attacks of this kind on the 
mainland. 

Meanwhile, it has emerged 
that Garda patrols discovered 
a 20-foot crater earlier this 
week at a remote spot in the Ox 
Mountains. County Sligo, near 
the village of Coolaney. Twist- 
ed metal wreckage at the site 
suggested that explosive de- 
vices were being tested there. 

Last month, it was indicat- 
ed that the IRA had developed 
a powerful new “barracks- 
buster*’ mortar. 
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Art on the beach: Tony Kitchell, a local painter, working on a seascape on the Pembrokeshire coast. Mr Kltchell has been using crude oil 
spilled from the Sea Empress after it ran aground in February : Photograph:- Rob Stratton 


‘It looks as if 
Britain is slowly 
changing hands’ 


Tory by-election defeat 
mirrors opinion polls 


FROM PAGE 1 

days when to be “political” 

meant to be left-wing. 

Blair claims every description 
for himself. He is confidential 
in the While House and world- 
ly in Will Street. He advocates 
Labour as good for investment. 
By background and conviction, 
he is a middle-class leader of a 
somewhat traditionalist stamp: 
his rhetoric on taxes and crime 
would have been regarded as 
right-wing during the Heath 
years. 

When it comes to profes- 
sionalism. Labour is now hard 
to beat The Daily Tekffuplt now 
uses phrases like “carefully de- 
signed"^ and “meticulously 
planned" to complain about 
the smooth, content-free pro- 
fessionalism of new Labour, 
rather as the left once used to 
believe that the Conservatives* 
brilliant organisation was some- 
how unfair and un-Briti$h. 


And finally, by ditching the 
word “left", Blair completes 
his journey to a politics which 
claims to be above faction, class 
or ideology, standing for the 
whole nation. 

Once a left-wing party, then 
a party of {he “Left-and centre- 
left", thenjusl of the centre-left, 
it is now apparently to be sim- 
ply a party of the centre. . That 
is pushing things further than 
anyone dreamed possible a few 
years ago. 

It is easy to mock. These are 
things Blair needs to do to end 
the Tory century. But they af- 
front real Tories and old So- 
cialists alike and because of the 
despair felt by some Labour 
MPs about it, Blair's revolution 
may yet end in tears. 

The lesson of the past few 
days, however, is that any such 
tears will be shed almost cer- 
tainly in government, not in op- 
position. 
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JOHN RENTOUL 

Political Correspondent 

Thursday’s by-election in 
Staffordshire South East was the 
second-worst Conservative de- 
feat by Labour since the war- 
exceeded only by that in Dud- 
ley West during Tony Blair’s; 
“honeymoon” as the new 
Labour leader in December 
1994. \» f ■ 

Labour’s Brian Jenkins, 
leader of the local'councft, 
crushed Tory Jimmy James by 
a margin of more than two-to- 
one, achieving a 22 per cent 
swing against the Government. 

The improvement in Tbiy 
performance since the 29 per 
cent swing in Dudley West was 
seized on early yesterday by 
Stephen Darrell, the Secretary 
of State for Health. But with Po- 
ter Snow’s famous House of 
Commons graphic showing a 
theoretical majority for Mr 
Blair of 453, the Tory Hue 
of defence had shifted tty mid- 
day. 


John Major led a chorus of 
ministers drawing attention 
to a similar smog in March 
1991: "I remember many peo- 
ple oonstjpxed the Government 
to oblivion after the Ribble 
Valley by-election where the 
swing was the same.” He went 
on to win titfe largest evfcr vote 
in the general election a year 
later, he said. 

What he omitted to mention 
was that Ribble .Valley's 25 per 
cent swing was lo the liberal 
Democrats, who are capable of 
bigger upsets as a traditional 
centre party. Nor did he men- 
tion that Labour won Mon- 
mouth in May 1991 on a 12 per 
cent swing— a mere half the size 
of Thursday's landslide in 
Staffordshire. 

What wflj frighten Tory MPs 
in marginal seats about Thurs- 
day’s vole was that it suggest- 
ed the opinion polls might 
actually present an accurate 
picture of the electorate's 
mood. With Labour currently an 
average of 29'points ahead. 


Nurse accused 
attempted murder 

A nurse was accused of frying ■ 
to murder a patient yesterday 
after, an. investigation into 
alleged ill-treatment at a psy- 
chiatric ward. Shaun Darrocfc, 
21,-vroiremanded in custody by 
Bolton magistrates charged 
with the attempted murder of 
WSliam'.Wmnard, 51, and ill- 
treatment of George Hunt, 86, 
at Bolton General Hospital. 

The- auxiliary nurse was 
arrested after an internal hos- 
pital inquiry. The results were 
gjven fo police who launched 
. their own investigation. A fe- 
male muse held for question- 
ing was .released cm police bail. 

Aids test all-dear 

More than 1,000 people in 
Scotland re-tested for the Aids 
■ virus because test equipment 
was faulty have been tola their 
original results were accurate. 
Callers given the all-clear but 
concerned that their test results 
could be wrong jammed switch- 
boards at Aids charities over the 
Easter, weekend. 

IRA torch victim 

A grandfather is In intensive 
care- after three masked men 
doused him with petrol and set* 
him on fire. Attackers daiminlT 
to be members of the IRA put 
ahood over the head of Eamon 
Maguire, 5S, at the back door 
of ms home in Lurgan, Co Ar- 
magh. He is “stable” in the Roy- 
al Victoria Hospital, Belfast. 

Knifeman sprayed 

A woman driver being attacked 
by a knifeman used WD40 oil 
spray to fend bim off. She was 
trying to start her car after it 
broke down in north London on 
her way to work when a man 
stabbed her with a 9in knife. He 
fled when she sprayed his face. 
Police have not found the knife 
and say the man is dangerous. 

Gun blunder 

William Garnett, the 36-ycar- 
old solicitor brother of the Her- 
itage Secretary, Virginia Bot- 
lomley, was fined £100 for fail- 
ing to store a shotgun securely 
at the family holiday home on 
the Isle of Wight. The weapon 
was stolen during a burglary last 
November after being moved 
from its case following an ear- 
lier break-in, Newport magis- 
trates were told. 
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ACROSS 

I Line of people (51 

4 Cry noisily (4) 

5 Cooking (71 

9 Banal O) 

10 Item that wags (4) 

I I Menace (S) 

12 Means to cn*« a stream 
(S-5j 

15 Type of herbicide (6) 

17 Mark of a healing (4) 

20 Eat away (5) 

21 E.g. Waierloo (7) 

22 Tidy (4) 

23 Shoot from concealment 

(31 


DOWN 

1 Malaria treatment (7) 

2 Egress (4) 

3 Disease causing swelling 
(i?) 

4 Beats 17) 

5 One of the “vital" statis- 
tics^) 

11 Aberdonian, say ( 7 ) 

7 Gathering to contact the 
dead (6) 

12 County (t») 

13 Proffer (7) 

14 Former (3-4) 

16 Fur wrap (5) 

15 Wild cat (4) 

19 Cab (4) 
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Owing. 24 Echo. Down: 2 Unik. 3 K*.iore. *» Lad atosins. 5 Vice, h 
Senator. 7 Atiioa K Mvth. 14 Oieenn. 15 Nitrate. In Yes-men. 17 Ramp. 
19 Peach. 20 Hi-fi 
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At General Accident Direct we have 


If you lose your job tftroush illness, But Ift not all doom and «0oom. 
aeddent or redundancy, the last thing you . At General Accident Direct we have 
need to worry about is your mortgage. a variety of Mortgage Protection Plans. 

With a General Aeddent Direct Mortgage With us the average mortgage holder 


Protection Plan, you wont have to. 


has peace-of-mind for only £15 a month. 


AIR 


Yesterday's Readings 
Mb 

i London Good 

! S Engand Good 

j Wale* Good 

1 C England Good 

; N EngJano Good 

; Scotland Good 

1 N Ireland Good 

i Outlook for Today 
! London 
1 SEngand 

: Wales 
, CEhgend 
1 N England 
, ScoUand 
- NlreUnd 


These days relatively few people qualify Coyer lasts a minimum of twelve months 
for income support on a mortgage. The and most home owners are eligible; 
ones who do receive nothing for the Including the self-employed, part-time 
first two months and then only 50% of workers and fixed-term contract workers, 
their interest- payments for the next four People in continuous employment* 
months. Even worse than that, if you (at least 16 hours a week) for the last 
took out your mortgage after /CT- 6 months and between 18-50 

the 1st October: 1995, you Gene^Aoddent * Y*® 5 M ”* «*&*« ** cover, 

wont receive a single penny in - Direct _ For more information call us on 

support for the first nine months. X.aJr the number below. 


PROTECT YOUR MORTGAGE 

FREEPHONE 0800 121 008 

PIcmc c;uotc PHCS5IHD and have your employer s name, address and postcode ready. 


- ■ 'cawM corcanows APPty. 

Lines open Monday to Friday 9arn -8pm, Saturday and Sunday 9am-5pm. 
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news 


Son admits 

giving drug 
to let cancer 

mother die 


Greater Manchester Police are 
investigating the death of an 80- 
year-ofi woman after a man gai n 
he gave his cancer-stricken 
mother a morphine overdose in 
a mercy killing. 

Detectives have been called 
in by a coroner over the death 
in hospital of Alice Rowbottom 
after her vjh, Derek admitted 
admini stering two huge doses of 
the drug. Mr Rowbottom, 44, 
told PA News: “I was trying to 
put her out of her pain.” 

The father-of-two from Ash- 
lon-under-Lyne, Greater Man- 
chester, said that he had been 
unable to bear watching his 
widowed mother die slowly 
from liver cancer at North Man- 
chester General Hospital. He 
told nursing staff what he had 
done after her death. 

Mrs Rowbottom died on 
Wednesday after spending 
more than six weeks in hospi- 
tal, unable to cat, drink or 
move without crying out in 
pain. Her son said he had plead- 
ed with nursing staff to leave his 
mother alone. Mr Rowbottom. 
who was devoted to his moth- 
er, said he sat by her bedside 
every day. “One day I noticed 
there was a booster button on 
her diamorphine pump and I 
just pressed it until the syringe 
was empty. Then 1 said to one 
of the nurses: ‘There's some- 
thing wrong with this pump.' 
and they gave her another one 
and I did the same a gain " 

A nurse spotted Mr Row- 
bottom administering the sec- 
ond dose and hospital security 
was called in. Mrs Rowbot- 
tom's morphine pump was 
replaced with a tamper-proof 
patch so that her son could 
administer no more drugs. 

The hospital called in the 


coroner when she died. Mr 
Rowbottom said: “At least I 
know she was in no more pain. 
I loved my mother and 1 
couldn't leave her like that. 
She wouldn't have left me." 

He was angry that doctors, 
who he said seemed unable to 
treat his mother, were unwill- 
ing to Jet her rest in peace. 
“They didn't even seem to know 
what was wrong with her. She 
was admitted with gall stones 
and I only heard yesterday she 
was supposed to have had’ can- 
cer," he claimed. 

He said detectives from 
Greater Manchester CID had 
visited him at home and told 
him that there would be an in- 
quest and an investigation. He 
added: “I don't regret what 1 
did. She was in so much pain 1 
just did the best I could for her." 

Mr Rowbottom said his two 
grown-up sons and his wife ful- 
ly supported his decision. He 
now hopes the inevitable pub- 
licity surrounding his case will 
help force a change in the law 
to end the suffering of those 
who wish to die. “If the law pre- 
vents you from helping some- 
one that you dearly love rest in 
peace it just wants changing.” 

A spokesman for North Man- 
chester Hospital Healthcare 
Trust said it was concerned at 
the allegations and would be set- 
ting up an internal inquiry. 

Mr Rowbottom’s disclosure 
came a day after Scotland's 
leading law officer, the Lord 
Advocate, Lord Mackay of 
Drumadoon, said in Eding- 
burgh that doctors in Scotland 
who stop treating coma pa- 
tients officially regarded as in- 
capable of recovery win not face 
cnminal prosecution Dor murder 
or culpable homicide. 


Passing out turns into an undercover operation 



An official tipping water from his bowler hat at the Sovereign's Parade of officer cadets at the Royal Military Academy Sandhurst yesterday. 
There were 650 cadets on parade, of whom 159 received commissions into the Army Photograph: Glynn Griffiths 


Firemen see red over unisex changing room 


RICHARD SMITH 

Alarm bells are rin g ing at a fire 
station where 59 male fire- 
fighters have been ordered to 
share their changing room with 
a female colleague. The fire- 
fighters say they are appalled at 
the idea of stripping off in front 
of 24-year-old Rebecca Walker. 

They claim some men were 
threatened with disciplinary 
action when they turned out oh 
parade in civilian trousers 
rather than change into their 


uniform in front of Miss Walk- 
er who was finishing her shift on 
blue wateb. 

The row began after Miss 
Walker was given permission to 
change in the male locker room 
instead of a first floor lavatory 
she bad been using at Worces- 
ter Fire Station where she is the 
only female firefighter. 

Leading fireman Bob Clifton, 
49,said “We may be hicks from 
(he sticks but we have some idea 
of common sense and decency 
- and it’s gone out of the win- 


dow. The main problem is when 
you are stripped off naked. 
Nobody should be put in this po- 
sition - it's not a bloody peep 
show. I don’t walk around stark 
naked in front of my daughter 
so why should I strip off in front 
of a woman at work. 

“There is a lot of ill feeling 
down there. The men are gen- 
uinely concerned. Some of 
them now change behind their 
locker doors and some of (he 
wives don’t like the situation. 

“It's not a case of being 


prudish - it's just taking equal 
opportunities too far.” 

The Fire Brigades Union 
will meel Hereford and Worces- 
ter County Council chiefs next 
week in an bid to resolve the dis- 
pute. Reg Moule, FBU county 
secretary, said: “liie problem is 
not of the fire fighters' making. 
They have been told they have 
to lump i( and I’m absolutely 
appalled. I've no objection to 
having co mmunal locker areas 
but provision has not been 
made to allow people to change 


with any decency." Miss Walk- 
er was unavailable to comment. 

But a spokesman for the 
county council, which employs 
10 female firefighters, said: 
“The derision to integrate the 
locker room is a part of a suc- 
cessful campaign by the coun- 
ty fire service to incorporate the 
council's equal opportunity 
measures throughout the 
brigade ... This is not a ques- 
tion of asking people to strip 
naked - just a question of 
changing into their uniform." 


Hunt for 
teenager 
accused 
of killing 
pensioner 


A teenager accused of mur- 
dering a pensioner was being 
hunted yesterday after escaping 
while being taken swimming by 
a social worker. 

The 15-year-old was named 
as Cleon Reid on permission of 
Old Bailey Judge Geoffrey 
Grigson as he represented a po- 
tential danger to tbe public. 

Reid is described as having 
short curly hair and was wear- 
ing a blue T-shirt, brown over- 
shirt and blue jeans and 
trainers. 

An inquiry is under way into 
how tbe six-foot Reid was able 
to flee “with ease" from his min- 
der while awaiting trial. He 
was being held at Orchard 
Lodge assessment centre south- 
east London, under a restriction 
order on his movements. 

He is accused of murdering 
Ted Howell. 75. allegedly 
stabbed to death during a bur- 
glary at his home in Lewisham, 
south London in November. 

Reid is understood to have 
been arrested on 16 December 
and ordered to be detained on 
remand in the secure care of 
Lewisham Council. Judge Grig- 
son agreed that Reid's identity 
- up to now protected under a 
Children and Young Persons 
Act order - should be made 
public after hearing details of 
the escape two days ago. 

Nicholas Wood, prosecut- 
ing, told the judge the teenag- 
er had been taken to the 
swimming pool at Crystal 
Palace sports centre by a social 
worker. 

“He is now on the run and 
police arc understandably ex- 
tremely concerned." 

Tferry Muoyard. defending 
Reid, said his client suffered 
emotional problems and there 
was fear for bis own safety. 

Reid, from south-east Lon- 
don, was due to stand trial in 
June. He apparently escaped 
while changing, unsupervised by 
his male supervisor. 


The super-rich: Unknown businessman enters wealth league 



Britain’s newest billionaire 


CHRIS BLACKHURST 

A man who made his money 
wooing Japanese tourists to his 
theme restaurants and souvenir 
kiosks by hiring staff who spoke 
their language has become 
Britain's newest billionaire, tak- 
ing him within reach of Britain's 
richest man, Hans Rausmg, 
with £L88bn. 

Joseph Lewis is eighth in 
line, after Mr Rausmg, the 
Swedish drinks packaging king 

- he runs the Tetra Pak empire 

- who lives in West Sussex. 
While Mr Rausing, 70, main- 
tains a low profile, the secretive 
Mr Lewis, 59, leaves him stand- 
ing. He holds court in Lyford 
Cay, the playground of the su- 
per-rich in Nassau, Bahamas, 
but is rarely seen in public and 
has never submitted to a press 
photograph. 

In the past year he has 
emerged, through his Abel in- 
vestment vehicle, as owner of a 
29 per cent stake in Christie’s, 
the London auction house. The 
City is bracing itself for a full 
takeover bid from Mr Lewis, 
who recently took the unusual 
step, for him, of hiring a fi- 
nancial public relations firm. 

If he does make a play for 
Christie’s. Mr Lewis may find 
his fortune barely dented Some 
observers reckon he could be 
worth as much as £5bn. From 



Braced for takeover bid: Christie’s auction house, London 


leaving school and joining his fa- 
ther’s restaurant business - 
they ran the Beefeater by the 
lower of London, among o th- 
ers to which Japanese tourists 
flocked because of staff and 
signs in their own language - he 
has proved hims elf an astute 


player of the world’s currency 
markets, making milli ons from 
taking shrewd positions and 
buildmg up an almost legendary 
reputation among dealers. 

The family firm was sold in 
1979, for an undisclosed sum, 
and he became a tax exile. He 


Top 10 places in the wealth league 
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owns a large slice of the Union 
discount bouse, and controls the 
English National Investment 
Trust. In North America, he 
owns a Florida country dub and 
a security company. 

He has some high-profile 
friends, notably John Fran- 
come, the former champion 
jockey, Michael Smurfftt, the 
Irish paper tycoon and Robert 
Earl, founder of Planet Holly- 
wood, but stays in the back- 
ground Maurice Bamfather. his 
newly-appointed PR man, said 
yesterday: “Mr Lewis is a pri- 
vate, quiet man who is not 
courting publicity and wishes to 
maintain a quiet, family life." 

Mr Lewis shares eighth spot 
in the Sunday Times list of 
Britain’s Richest 500 people, 
published tomorrow, with the 
Hioduja brothers, Gopi and 
Sri, and Viscount Rothermere. 
The Hlndujas trade in chemi- 
cals. oil, motor vehicles and 
telecommunications, mainly on 
the Indian sub-continent but in- 
ternationally as well, from their 
base in London. 

They could soon be joined by 
Mr Lewis's friend Mr Earl, who 
has seen his wealth shoot up 
from £80m to £350m in just one 
year, thanks to the world-wide 
success of Planet Hollywood 
and is well on his way to be- 
coming Britain's first billionaire 
restaurateur. 


A mis relives his year-bashing 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

The novelist Martin Amis is 
considering writing his first 
work of non-fiction — an account 
of his annus hombitis. 

The autobiographical work; 
based onJast year, would give 
hifr.side of -the sioiy about 
twelve months in which he left 
his. wife, and children, saw 
his famous father die and en- 
duretfa barrage of bad public- 
ity about his desire for a 
£500,000 advance on his most 
recent novel, The information. 

Speaking for die first time 
since he was “hung out to dor" 
in the gleeful row over his 
apparentgreed and subsequent 

rift with his agent. Fat Ka- 
vanagh, and her husband, the 
novelist Julian Barnes, Amis 
also says he “still , has- no idea 
what all the. foss was about”. 

. ■ Kavanagb was Amis 's agent 


when he made the “idle re- 
mark” to her that he would like 

the half-million pound advance 
for The Information. His pub- 
lishers, Cape, were unable to 
come up with the money. 

Amis then left Kavanagb for 
the New York agent Andrew 
Wiley - nicknamed “The Jack- 
al” -who managed to squeeze - 
the desired sum out of Harper- 
CoIHns, in return for the novel 
and a book of short stories. 

The stray leaked out gaining 
momentum from the remarks 
of novelist AS Byatt, who ob- 
served that writers should earn 
their advances and lamented 
the behaviour of the “strutting , 
boys of the book world”. 

But Amis says he is still con- . 
fused by ffie affair. it 
because of my lather? %s it just • 
the money?*But other writers 
get that kmd of money; it’s hot 
so much for two books, written 
over several years - it's not a' 


huge income if you spread 
ft out,” he says in a remarkably 
frank interview with Water- 
stone’s magazine published this 
week. . 

The rift with Barnes, a dose 
friend, was painful, he admits. 
“It wasnT in the contract I felt 
like Td lost control. I was hung 
out to. diy. An idle remark 
about what we should ask for my 
novel became Hoe a banner over 
my head and I was marching 
alone." 

The scandal over his dedsaon 
to leave bis wife and two chil- 
dren for the writer Isabel Fon- 
seca also mystified Amis. “It 
seems very English to me. 
Everyone said Td abandoned 
my children and was living in 
New York with an heiress, and 
I must say I sometimes wished 
I was. People said my affair with 
Isabel was a diche - hut excuse 
me, that’s not how lives get 
fr/ed, hot my life anyway." 


Amis talks about the death of 
his novelist father Kingsley and 
admits he felt energised, as 
though the “great obstacle of 
the father” had gone and be was 
fulfilling his destiny to be in the 
forefront “It feels very differ- 
ent without him - although 1 
haven't worked out what the dif- 
ference is, exactly," he says. 

“There’s a way in which it’s 
liberating; I don’t run things by 
him in my mind, don't ask my- 
self what Dad would think of 
that, or hear his voice inside me 
saying impatiently, ‘Crappy 
idea'. 

“Dad was my ghostly sub- 
editor. Although he didn't read 
my books, of course, though I 
read all of his. I dedicated Lon- 
don Fields to him and he read 
about 30 pages. He didn’t get 
it ... But yeah, I minded when 
ft was dear he just couldn't fin- 
ish my novels - it was a gener- 
ational kind of taste, I think.’' 



If you'd like to know more about our unique whiskey, write to us for a free booklet at die Jack Daniel Distillery, Lynchburg, Tennessee USA. 

AN 1886 POSTER, created by our founder, still holds 
meaning at Jack Daniel Distillery today. 

You see, we still make whiskey in the oldtime way 
our founder perfected. That means we seep it through 
charcoal drop by drop, the slow, slow method that 
makes our Tennessee Whiskey so special. "There’s 
nothing like Jack Daniel’s,” is what Mr. Jack’s first 
poster said. And, we believe, you’ll share that 
opinion once you’ve had your first sip. 


TACK DANIEL’S TENNESSEE WHISKEY 
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news 



Walk on the wild side: Members of the Ramblers Association, who hold their annual meeting in Swansea, West Glamorgan, this weekend, braving the wind and rain 
yesterday to exercise their right to roam the hills and natural beauty of the Gower peninsular at Cfyne Common Photograph: Rob Stratton 


BNFL fined over Sellafield worker’s radiation dose 


British Nuclear Fuels was fined 
£25,001) yesterday after admit- 
ting ‘'serious and significant" 
failures in safety that left a work- 
er at its Sellafield plant conta- 
minated with radioactivity. 

Carlisle Crown Court was 
told lhai the company's system 
of controlling the amount of 
contamination from plutoni- 
um to which a 53-ycar-old con- 
tractor was exposed while 


working in its main fuel sepa- 
ration area had failed. BNFL 
was also ordered to pay £16,104 
costs after pleading guilty to a 
breach of safety regulations. 

Henry Globe QC, for the 
prosecution, said it was “fortu- 
itous" that plater James Martin 
had only received a relatively 
low dose of radioactivity as he 
worked (o replace bolts on a 
ventilation duct without prop- 


er protective clothing in June 
1994. A portly-legible work per- 
mit had failed to slate that Mr 
Martin should have been wear- 
ing gloves and a mask. 

And there were a series of 
other errors in the permit, 
made worse by an operation 
supervisor’s failure to inspect 
the area before work started and 
a company health monitor who 
did not know she should have 


been there at all times. A tem- 
porary drainage bottle with 
which Mr Martin came into con- 
tact had been rigged up on the 
duct to cope with a leak and had 
been left “incomplete, un- 
marked and insecure” for IS 
months. Mr Globe said. 

“Individually the failures 
were of differing importance. 
Collectively, though, they have 
produced a serious and signif- 


icant failure to discharge the 
statutory duty owed by the 
defendants to Mr Martin.’' 

After it was discovered that 
he had become contaminated, 
changing-room staff wrongly 
allowed him to put back on his 
radioactive clothing before go- 
ing to the surgery m the Cum- 
brian plant, increasing the risk 
of contamination spreading. 

Mr Martin panicked when a 


checking instrument had "gone 
off the scale" and suffered 
episodes of acute anxiety' after 
the incident, Mr Globe said. 

In a statement after the hear- 
ing BNFL said ft recognised that 

compliance with safety proce- 
dures was not up to its "usual- 
ly high standards". It added that 
“follow-up reviews and investi- 
gations have been designed to 
prevent a recurrence". 
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CHORUS 


• Sob pffl with 

grffl W sen* fadttv 

• hit, wufa-tl bob wltfi 
« pqudv powerfcjl 
bimen 

• men tor 
whrJe me»l cooking 

Normal price 
£399.99 

Save £100 A 
SALE PRICE W 


£299.99 
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50% OFF SELECTED 
COOKWARE 


CREDA 

CAPS) tBJUJWN) V 
Normal prtretWW 
iaw CKO 

™cr £29999 


UP TO £100 OFF SELECTED 
ELECTRIC COOKERS 


CREDA 

COMMODORE---- 

• 2 extra fast 
hob plates 

• Drop down 
oven door 

Normal price 
£349.99 
Save £100 
SALE PRICE 

£249.99 


BELLING 

COMPACT 215 w 
Normal price £499.99 
Save £100 

£39999 


CREDA u 

MKHUUUD || 

Nr»malp>ke£M&99 
Saw £80 

pRia £ 469.99 


SAVE 

£100 


SAVE 

£100 


SAVE 

£80 





JR GLENLOMOND 

WARWICK SUITE 

• Un rlrdDv Hr r 

Sornid £SWH9 Saw ton 

sale price £399.99 


1 UP TO £100 

I OFF SELECTED 

II FIRE SUITES 


SAVE 

£30 


SAVE 

£40 


SAVE 

£100 


iW-j) 

PARKINSON 
COWAN n 

OVATION ™ 
60GLXa (WHITE) 


. t.. , 
V. ", 



ITRICITY O 
BENDIXsJ221 

'large conventional oven 
'ftjD width gnll 
Normal price £139.99 
Save £UO 

TOCE £199.99 


SAVE 

£130 


•Electronic programmer 
for main oven 

• J hob burner slies 

• High speed grill 
Normal price £869.99 
Save £170 


SALE 

PRICE 


£699.99 


SAVE 

£170 


BUY sew 

: -‘ A .V 0M 



29 . 5 %), 

£409 



SAMSUNG M6245 

Normal price £119.99 
Save £20 

PRICE £99.99 


PANASONIC 

NN5455 

ftonurpnwiHW 

£10 

Ms? 


SAVE 

£10 


GOLDSTAR 

MG5335T 

era 

S»r£10 

pwce £15999 


SHARP 

R7E55 (BROWN) 

Namur price CTA/ff 
Saw£2r. 

m £25999 


SAVE 

£10 


SAVE 

£20 


FRFF HOMF DFI IVFRY ■ HELPFUL, trained 

wTthln UivuND i K (excluding ■ STAFF WHO KNOW ABOUT 
CASH ASD CARRY ITt'MSl OUR PRODUCTS 


OVER 250 SHOPS 

NATIONWIDE 


0800 850 900 


CALL FOR YOUR 

NEAREST SHOP 


British Gas 

Retail 


J 
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Privatisation row: Objectors 
mount fresh legal challenge 

French win 
Brighton 
railway 
franchise 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

One of Britain’s busiest rafl net- 
works was taken over by a 
French company yesterday 
which warned of job losses and 
declared there would be.no 
new' trains. CGEA. a subsidiary 
of the si ant General des Eaux. 
has won the seven-year fran- 
chise to run services in the 
Network SouthCentral area. 

The Government greeled the 
news as “an excellent deal for 
the taxpayer", while Labour 
said the sale was “knee deep in 
dogma and sleaze" and point- 
ed out that the successful bid- 
der was presently under 
investigation for fraud. 

The news emerged as the 
Save our Railways pressure 
group announ ced a fresh chal- 
lenge to rail privatisation. The 
High Court action is being tak- 
en against Roger Salmon, the 
rail franchising director, to 
allow British Railways Board to 
bid for lines. In December, the 
organisation delayed the fran- 
chising process when it won a 
Court of Appeal ruling that Mr 
Salmon bad not followed gov- 
ernment instructions on mini- 
mum service levels to be 
provided by successful bidders. 

At Network SouthCentral, 
Antonie Hurd, the vice-chair- 
man of London and South 
Coast- the company formed by 
CGEA to run the network - 
promised that while there may 
be redundancies, services would 
improve. Mr Hurel said there 
would be faster and upgraded 
services between London and 
Brighton, new off-peak and 
Sunday trains in south London 
and improvements in punctu- 
ality'. The network covers routes 
out of Victoria. Charing Cross, 
and London Bridge stations to 
Kent, and Sussex. 

He said the company was 
“comfortable" with the 600 


“slam door" coaches on the 
route- . 

Mr Salmon said the rolling 
stock would last until the end 
of the franchise and that 
replacing it would not be eco- 
nomic. The Health and Safety 
Executive had approved the 
decision, he said. 

Mr Hurel confirmed that the 
company was likely to reduce 
job numbers, but said cutting 
jobs was not a goal in itself and 
there would be negotiations 
before decisions were taken. He 
said the company would invest 
£10m to improve stations and 
trains. After applying for 
£1 06.28m in stale subsidy. 
CGEA will receive £853m in 
the first year, gradually declin- 
ing over seven years to £34.6m 
in 2002-3. 

The parent company already 
has si gnific ant interests in the 
United Kingdom, including the 
Onyx street cleaning and refuse 
collection service and several 
small water companies. The 
French group has beaten off a 
combined challenge from Stage- 
coach, which won the South- 
west franchise, and the National 
Express coach company. 

The Great Western is also al- 
ready in the private sector. The 
East Coast Main Line is to be 
operated by the Bermuda-based 
company Sea Containers, and 
Gatwick Express will be run by 
National Express. The pre- 
ferred bidder for Midland Main 
Line is also National Express, 
but this is the subject of an Of- 
fice of Fair Trading inquiry. 

Sir George Young, Secre- 
tary of Slate for Transport, yes- 
terday’s successful bidder was 
“one of Europe’s foremost pri- 
vate rail operators". He said the 
Network So uih Central deal was 
“excellent" for the taxpayer 
- and the travelling public. But 
dare Short, Labour's transport 
spokeswoman, said the sale “was 
knee-deep in dogma and sleaze". 


Drivers set for 
further pay rise 


On top of the 20 per cent in- 
crease won by train drivers’ 
leaders at Great Western, the 
company will also have to en- 
ter negotiations on an annual 
pay increase, it emerged yes- 
terday, writes Barrie Clement 

Hie massive 20 per cent of- 
fer came out of productivity 
talks, but the company also 
faces a claim for a “substantial" 
pay increase as part of the nor- 
mal wage round. Great Western 
is likely to end up paying a fur- 
ther 3 to 3.5 per cent - the "go- 
ing rate" in much of industry. 

The other 24 train operators 
face the same pressure from 
Aslef. the train drivers' union, 
which although bitterly op- 
posed to privatisation, believes 
the process presents consider- 
able opportunities to improve 
drivers' pay. 

Operators will attempt to 
pay for increases through pro- 
ductivity, but the growing pow- 
er of Asief could eventually have 
implications for train fares. 

Aslef strategists contend (hat 
it will now be possible to pick 
companies off one by one - an 
approach which was not possi- 
ble under British Rail. 

Union officials are in dis- 


cussions with all the other com- 
panies - inducting freight op- 
erators - where the same 
productivity claim has been 
submitted. Asief is insisting 
that all companies honour 
British Rail’s commitment to re- 
duce the working week from 39 
to 37 hours by August. Lew 
Adams, general secretary, said 
that the reduction in working 
lime was not negotiable and 
warned of industrial action if 
any operator sought to ignore 
BR’s pledge. 

Mr Adams said there was no 
difficulty in dealing with a 
changing system in which most 
companies were still in the 
state sector, others were mov- 
ing over and two had been pri- 
vatised. “We are negotiating 
with whom we can and insisting 
on the April settlement date," 
he said. 

“Clearly the outcomes will 
differ, but we are insisting that 
the old system in which a low 
base was lopped up by overtime 
and allowances is replaced with 
a pensionable salary." 

At Great Western it is pro- 
posed that basic pay increases 
from £11,564 to £20,000. The of- 
fer is to be put to a b3Uot 


Graduates happy to go 
deeper into the red 


Graduates are starting their 
working lives with increasingly 
bigger debts, according to 
research published today. 

Six months after leaving 
university, last years gradu- 
ates owed an average of £2,930 
- a rise of 31 per cent on the 
average £2.236 debt in 1994, 
the survey, commissioned by 
Barclays Bank, reveals. 

Those successfully pursuing 
their chosen careers were will- 
ing to get deeper into debt. 
Graduates on the first rung of 
the career ladder owed an 
average £3.564 compared with 
unemployed graduates, who 
had £1374 to pay back. 

The survey, based on 961 
graduates nationwide, also 
found that men tended to owe 
over £1,000 more than women. 


The average graduate debt 
for men was £3,476, compared 
with £2,414 for women - ex- 
plained by more men entering 
foil-time jobs on higher pay. 

The survey also found some 
regional variation, with thrifty 
graduates from Wales and 
Northern England owing the 
least - £2.600 and £2^86. 

Graduates from the South 
West owed the most -£3,280 - 
because they were successful in 
entering chosen careers and 
more willing to incur debt 
Attitudes towards student 
loans and being in the red have 
also changed. A total 64jierceiit 
of last year’s graduates were 
resigned to debt, or not both- . 
ered by it. compared to 50 
per cent who were unconcerned 
in 1993. 


; .r 



•*-Vi , - , 




*1 row; fT\ 

: r^. 


^chk 


•er> 'c. i 

er ruiys 


THE INDEPENDENT • SATURDAY 18 APRIL 1996 




Diisseldorf disaster: Prosecutors focus on workmen in probe into fire which killed 16 , including British soldier 

Welders face charges 
over airport blaze 


LOUISE JURY 

. German prosecutors may press 
criminal charges against welders 
believed lo have started the fire 
at Diisseldorf airport which 
killed 16 people includ ing a 
British soldier named yesterday 
as Martin Smith 

But airport authorities are 
also under investigation after h 
emerged that firefighters were 
not called until half an hour af- 
ter the blaze broke out, and 
some passengers complained 
there were no alarms. 

Martin Smith, 22, was trav- 
elling home to Tamworth, 
Staffordshire, on leave from his 
German base in Munster where 
he served with the 1st Battalion 
Coldstream Guards when he 
was caught in the blaze which 
engulfed the terminal in 15 
minutes. 

A Ministry of Defence 
spokesman said he was single 
and bad enlisted in in 1992. 
“This is a sad death,'' he added 

Seven Germans, including a 
seven-year-old boy, six French 
people and two Italians also 
died. The German government 
ordered federal buildings to 
fly their flags at half-masL 

Two people were critically QI 
last night out of 62 taken lo hos- 


pital suffering from the effects 
of thick black smoke which 
filled the hall and sparked pan- 
ic among 2500 staff and trav- 
elers. 

German prosecutors said 
they were considering criminal 
charges against maintenance 
workers. They believe welders 
inadvertently melted a bitu- 
men sealant which dripped onto 
a false floor containing electri- 
cal wiring. 

PVC-ccvered cables began to 


They arrived within a minute, 
but flames spread like wildfire 
through cables in the ceiling and 
they appear to have been help- 
less to tackle it. 

City firefighters were not 
called for nearly half an hour, 
said a spokesman, Wolfgang 
Rochr. When they discovered 
the seriousness of the blaze, they 
immediately issued an alert 
bringing in pumps from across 
the city. It was 425pm before 
the airport was frilly evacuated 


‘Nobody should be complacent. We 
will look very carefully to see if 
there are lessons to be learned’ 


smoulder, emitting cyanide, 
chloride, carbon monoxide and 
possibly dioxin fumes which 
spread through the building's 
ventilation shafts. 

Rolf Chanteaux, a prosecu- 
tor, said: “We have opened an 
investigation for negligent arson 
and negligent kilting.” 

The fire, Germany’s worst 
ever at an airport, broke out at 
3.30pm on Thursday, but ini- 
tially only the airport's own 
firefighters were called. 


and five hours before the fire 
was brought under control. 

Survivors spoke of smoke 
taking only seconds lo envelop 
the 250-yard hall. Angelina 
Russo, on Italian who arrived 
with her two-month baby on one 
of the last flights to land, said: 
“I was frighlened. just fright- 
ened." 

The airport will not re-open 
until Monday. Spokesman Jem 
Bucher said the whole of Ter- 
minal A was badly burm-oul, 
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Firefighters Inspect the -burnt-out terminal at Diisseldorf Photograph: Amd Wlegmann 


Terminal B suffered moderate 
damage and there were some 
problems in Terminal C. 

More than 160,000 passen- 
gers who should have passed 
through the airport, Germany's 
second biggest, this weekend 
will be re-routed. 

Last night, British safety ex- 
perts and engineers said they 
hoped sensible precautions 
would prevent a similar disas- 
ter in this country. 

John Oldman, London Fire 
Brigade’s divisional commander 
covering Heathrow, said they 
had regular exercises to enable 
quick response to any fire call. 

They were alerted whenever 
there was a report of fife, pro- 
viding a minimum of two pumps 
within five minutes and a fur- 
ther appliance within another 
three. “We are called on each 
and eveiy occasion,” he said. 
Fire regulations in Britain stip- 
ulated fire-slopping measures to 
prevent flames ripping along ca- 
bles as appears to have hap- 
pened in Diisseldorf. 

But one particular problem 
for airports was that not all pas- 
sengers would understand 
announcements if they were 
panicking in an emergency. 
“Nobody should be compla- 
cent Gearly wc will look very 
carefully to see if there are 
lessons to be learned from Dus- 
seldorfT he said. 

Pbter Bressington, a fire en- 
gineer with Ove Aiup engineers, 
said certain building features 
would create problems. People 
became affected more quickly 
by smoke in rooms with low ceil- 
ings, which are understood to 
have been a feature in Dussei- 
dorFs 25-year-old airport Fin- 
ishing materials such as wood 
and plastic rather than steel and 
marble were also a danger. 

Mr Bressington said his firm 
bad also received reports from 
a member of its staff who was 
at the airport that the fire 
alarms were not working. 

A spokeswoman for the 
British Airport Authority, which 
covers seven airports including 
Gatwick and Heathrow, said 
they had an “excellent safety 
record” and there were very 
strict rules to prevent a similar 
disaster here. 


Change in law will allow 
16 -year-olds behind bar 


BARRIE CLEMENT 

Labour Editor 

Sixteen and 17-year-olds could 
be serving alcohol in pubs by the 
end of the year under propos- 
als drawn up by the Govern- 
ment. Ministers want to amend 
licensing laws so that school 
leavers can go straight into the 
pub trade instead of waiting 
until they are 18. 

The big brewers have regis- 
tered their strong support for 
Lhe reform, arguing that re- 
strictions imposed by the Li- 
censing Act of J 964 mean they 
lose "young talent" to other re- 
tail outlets. 

In a consultation paper, the 
Home Office has suggested 
that school leavers be allowed 
to serve behind bars, provided 
they were on approved “pub ap- 
prentice" schemes leading to 
National Vocational Qualifica- 


tions. At the moment, under- 18s 
are banned from working in the 
bars of licensed premises. 

A spokeswoman for the 
CaLholic Church yesterday said 
bishops opposed the idea be- 
cause young bar staff would not 
only serve alcohol, they would 
be more likely “lo end tip drink- 
ing it”. The spokeswoman said 
it would be better if young 
Britons were introduced to al- 
cohol at a younger age as part 
of normal family life, as they are 
in France. However drinking in 
Britain was seen as the preserve 
of adults. “In this country, 
teenagers have to drink 18 pints 
of lager in order to prove them- 
selves. We do not have a mature 
attitude to alcohol, so we think 
the law should stay as it is." 

However, neither the Ro- 
man Catholic Church nor the 
Church of England were con- 
sulted by the Government. 


It is also understood that 
sotae smaller breweries have 
registered iheir opposition, 
partly on the grounds that thQ' 
will not be able to offer ap- 
prenticeship schemes. They fear 
that the big brewers wiD hare an 
unfair competitive advantage if 
they are able to take on young 
employees and pay them less. 

The* charily Alcohol Con- 
cern was involved in the con- 
sultation exercise and said it was 
“cautiously supportive" of the 
plan, provided there was strict 
supervision and that the effect 
of the change was monitored. 

"The drinks trade as a whole 
has not got a magnificent record 
for training its employees, that's 
why we are emphasising the 
need for proper supervision." 

Kim Parish, management de- 
velopment and training direc- 
tor at the Scottish and 
Newcastle brewery group is 


urging ministers to press ahead 
with the change, insisting that 
it would ensure young bar staff 
were properly supervised. 

“We would not put a 16-year- 
old in a position where there 
could be a potential problem. 
They would not be serving in 
pubs where large numbers of 
customers were drinking heav- 
ily,” she said. Young trainees 
would be employed at family 
pubs or where the emphasis was 
on food 

Brewers point out that 16 and 
17 -year-olds already worked in 
pubs in Ireland where there did 
not appear to be a problem. 

The consultation period stip- 
ulated by the Home Office 
ended on 29 March and minis- 
ters are hoping to lay an order 
before parliament on 3 June. 
The new regulation would then 
come into affect by the end of | 
the year. 


Antiques guide couple Woman ran down 
sunk by £2.9m debts cheating husband 


The couple behind the world- 
famous Miller's Antiques Price 
Guide have called in the 
receivers after their company in- 
curred debts of more than 
£2.9m. 

Martin and Judith Miller, 
who now live apart, made a 
fortune from sales of the guide, 
but now face personal losses of 
more than £2m. 

Mrs MiDer is the co-presen- 
ter with Ross Benson of the 
Channel 4 antiques pro- 
gramme, For Love or Money. 

The couple 'owned Chflston 
Park Hotel in Sandway near 
Maidstone, Kent a 17th century 
hotel known for attracting the 
rich and famous. The Grade I 
listed building was under their 
management for 10 years. 

They sold the property m 
December last year for £2m 
w hil e trading under the name 
of Chflston Park Hotel - a name 
they changed recently to 
Wiayien 1996. 

. Bat at the end of Januaiy this 
year the, receivers Coopers & 
Lybrand were called in by 
Lloyds Bank to sort out mount- 
ing debts. 


In a letter sent to creditors it 
was revealed that the couple's 
company owed £486,000 to the 
bank, £68,000 to Customs and 
Excise and £28,000 to the Inland 
Revenue. More than £ZL3m is 
said to be directors’ loans. 

Businesses across the coun- 
try are thought to be owed 
around £92000 and receivers 
say that they are unlikely to re- 
ceive the cash back. 

The debt also includes these 
incurred while the couple were 
trading in partnership as MJM 
Property Developments. 

A spokesman for Coopers * 
Lybrand, based in Maidstone, 
said: “Mr and Mrs Miller are a 
charming couple and 1 am not 
preparedtogo into the amounts 
owed other than to say it is a 
rather large sum. 

“There is a meeting with the 
creditors next week [at Bearst- 
ed, near Maidstone] and it is 
only right that we wait until that 
before going any deeper into the 
situation.’ 9 

Mr Miller, who now Eves in 
south-west London, was. un- 
available for comment yester- 
day. 


A woman who ran down her 
husband outside his mistress's 
home escaped jail yesterday. 

Anne Marie Lenehan drove 
into her husband Joseph as he 
goaded her in the street, Man- 
chester Crown Court was told. 

Mr Lenehan was thrown into 
the air and hit his head on the 
ground, causing blood to seep 
into Ms brain. He was detained 
in hospital for over a month, but 
be and his wife are trying to save 
their marriage and she is ex- 
pecting their fourth child in July. 

That saved Lenehan, 30, 
from jail, said Assistant 
Recorder Nicholas Gilchrist as 
he gjave her a suspended prison 
sentence of IS months. 

“This case well illustrates 
that a motor car is a potential 
lethal weapon, eveiy bit as dan- 
gerous as a gtm," the judge said. 
Lenehan had admitted causing 
greviousbodfly harm. 

itowena Goode, for the pros- 
ecutioa,said the couple mamed 
in 1&3 and had three children, 
CaUym, nine, Laine, six, and 

Shannon, two. 

But the marriage deterio- 
rated and Mr Lenehan left the 


family home In Chorlton, 
Cheshire, and had a series of af- 
fairs before beginning a rela- 
tionship with Michelle Bowen. 

Following an altercation at 
Miss Bowen's home in Cborl- 
ton on Boxing Day. 1994, in 
which the two women ex- 
changed blows, Lenehan and 
her husband got back together 
and she thought she was preg- 
nant But one night last June she 
was told her husband’s car was 
outside Miss Bowen’s flat. 

Lenehan went round with the 
children, threw a bsw of his dirty 
clothes into the hall, and drove 
off Two hours later she returned 
and her husband stood in front 
of the car go ading her to run 
him over. She hit him at be- 
tween 10-and 20mph, knocking 
him over the bonnet. Lenehan 
later gave herself up to poEce. 

PbiHp Curran, for the de- 
fence, said Lenehan had been 
a devoted mother who sud- 
denly found out her husband 
was having affairs. “It is not sur- 
prising that on that night she 
was agitated to say the least. It 
would have taken a super-hu- 
man effort to keep her cool." 




Footprints from fleeing passengers, staff and firefighters on the soot-covered 
terminal floor at Dusseldorf after the fire that killed 16 Photograph: Edgar Schoepal 


• - .4- k .V-. . 









t : 'im 






^ -v ' ^ v> V sSxS 

^ " ' - - v 

^ ziim 

g- .. 


news 

Bid to 
launch 
first 
gay TV 
channel 


MARIANNE MACDONALD n 

Media Correspondent ^ 

Britain will get its first gay and *' 
lesbian television channel next 
year, if an anonymous consor- 
tium of business men and : ! 
women is successful m its licence 11 
application. j 

The Rainbow Television “ 
Network believes there is a ' 
lucrative market for “camp and * 
kitsch" programming which “ 
will appeal not only to gay 
people, but those who are “gay- 

friendly”. ■ 

The channel, believed to be ^ 
planned for both cable and * 
satellite, is the concept of an * 
anonymous group of gay and ^ 

. business prople who are . 

all, according to a spokesman, 
very successful in their fields. 

If their application for a v 
10-year licence is issued by the ^ 
Independent Television Cbm- ' 
mission, the Rainbow Television 
Network hopes to start broad- - 
casting next year between 6pm 
and 2am. 

Emphasis will be on enter- 
tainment programmes, both 
commissioned and bought-in, 
and music, fashion, travel, 
drama and film. There will be 
a substantial live element, bul 
no pornography. 

Mike Johnson, spokesman 
for the consortium, said: “Some 
of it will be very camp and some 
extremely kitsch, but it will alsc 
be informative. We want tc 
bring in new presenters, but they 
don't have to be gay." 

The Rainbow Television Net- 
work beheves its channel will bt 
able to exploit the power of the 
so-called “pink pound", already 
the target of several dedicatee 
newspapers and magazines. 

It estimates there are up tc 
seven milli on gays and lesbian.* 
in Britain, who are not proper- 
ly served by the terrestrial 
cable or satellite stations. The 
network is aiming for 250, (XX 
subscribers in its first year. 

“The gay community has tin 
money. They rarely have chil- 
dren, go out more, go to the 
cinema, eaL in restaurants anc 
spend a lot on. clothes," Mi 
Johnson said. “People art 
beginning to realise just how big •.[ 
gay spending power is." •* 
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Whenever 
you’re ready 
to talk, 
we’re ready 
to listen. 


As a nation, we’re famous for hiding 
our feelings. But the country with the 
stiffen upper lips also has one of the 
highest suicide rates in Europe. 

If you find it hard to talk to those 
around you, perhaps you should consider 
talking to The Samaritans. 

We won't push you to say more 
than you want to and we won't be 
offended if you hang up. Equally, we'll be 
happy for you to phone back later. 

Our number's in the phone book, 
and every call is confidential. 

If you’re ready to calk, don't bottle 
it up any longer. 




ips^goi threiigh it with you. The Samaritans 


A Rcpnei-od Chqntjt 
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Criminal justice: Giving victims greater voice in punishment rejected by judge in continuing war of words w ith _____ 

Taylor renews 
attack against 
sentence plans 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

The country's most senior judge 
yesterday launched a fresh at- 
tack on the Home Secretary’s 
handling of the criminal justice 
system when he warned against 
further unwelcome importa- 
tions from the American legal 
system. 

Lord Thyior, the Lord Chief 
Justice, cautioned against giv- 
ing victims too loud a voice in 
the punishments and sentences 
handed out by the courts to their 
attackers. But he outlined his 
own proposals for informing 
courts of the effects on crime on 
the vic tims . 

Re-opening the war of words 
between the judiciary and the 
Government over the latest 
plans to hand down tough new 
minimum sentences. Lord Tay- 
lor said the current fixation 
with sentencing as the key to the 
justice system was “a highly 
fashionable error**. And he said 
that to talk of justice for victims 
in terms of sentencing was not 
only to look at the system 
"through the wrong end of the 
telescope", but also to ignore a 
major section of it. 

But he accepted, in a speech 
to a Victim Support conference 



Lord Taylor: Warning over 
American importations 

in Newcastle upon Tyne, that the 
views of victims should play a 
part in the courts process, in an- 
other swipe at Michael 
Howard's sentencing plans, be 
said he hoped that in the "cur- 
rent stampede to build new 
prisons" the requirements of 
Victim Support should not be 
overlooked. 

He suggested that police in- 
vestigating crimes should make 
notes of the impact of the crime 
on the victim and this could be 
passed on to the court But he 
warned that it should not be 


used as a tool to impose unjustly 
harsh sentences and he reject- 
ed outright introducing the 
American system of victims 
making statements to the court 

He added later: “The notion 
that if you sentence longer and 
longer and longer it's going to 
be better and better for the pub- 
lic is quite wrong. 

"The public has an interest in 
seeing that people are rehabil- 
itated and, of course, they 
should be punished appropri- 
ately. But the idea that because 
a particular victim has suffered 
very severe injuries, let's say , 
there must be absolutely com- 
parable injury or detention on 
the perpetrator is, I think, 
inappropriate.” 

Yesterday's criticism of gov- 
ernment penal policy was, by 
Lord Taylors recent standards, 
a muted affair. Last month be 
declared all-out war - accusing 
the Government of introducing 
a succession of ill-thought out, 
hasty and contradictory crimi- 
nal justice legislation and warn- 
ing of the dangers of under 
mining public confidence. 

Earlier this week. Judge 
Stephen Tumim, former chief 
inspector of prisons, added his 
voice to the mounting opposi- 
tion from nearly all practitkm- 



Slow progress: A cell at Holloway at the turn of the century, left, and slopping out for the last time yesterday at Armley Photograph. Bob Collier 


ers within die criminal justice 
system. Even some senior po- 
lice officers have broken ranks 
to say more should be invested 
in prevention rather than prison 
for criminals who are caught 
and convicted. 

Lord Taylor won immediate 
support yesterday from penal 
reformers. Paul Cavadino, of the 


Penal Affairs Consortium, 
warned that giving the victim 
too great a say could undermine 
justice. “It would be wrong for 
a court to pass a heavier sen- 
tence on the ground that the vic- 
tim favoured severe punish 
ment Some victims are under- 
standably vengeful while oth- 
ers are extremely forgiving." 


End to slopping out 
brings flush of pride 



This weekend you can claim a free Football when you buy 
selected Flymo lawnmowers*. PLUS you will receive up to 
£50 cashback if England or Scotland win the European 
Football Championship. So there's another good reason to 
cheer on the home teams. Pick up 
a leaflet at your nearest DIY or 
gardening outlet, we're giving those 
away free tool 


Flymo 


EASIER BY DESIGN 


’“'OFFER APPLIES TO: MICRO COMPACT 30 AND 300 PLUS; TURBO COMPACT 300 AND 350; 
VENTURER TURBO 300 AND 350 PURCHASED BETWEEN OS.4.Y6 AND 02-5.94- 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION ABOUT THIS PROMOTION 
VISIT YOUR LOCAL FLYMO STOCKIST OR CALL FREE ON 0800 IO 20 96. 


HEATHER MILLS 

Home Affairs Correspondent 

Friday 12 April, 1996, will be 
remembered as one of the 
greatest days in penal history - 
the end of “slopping out” in the 
country’s 136 jails. 

As the last plastic pot was cer- 
emoniously discarded at Arm- 
ley jail in Leeds, West Yorkshire 
- the last prison to have flush- 
ing lavatories for ail installed - 
penal reform groups applaud- 
ed the end of the "single most 
degrading element of impris- 
onment this century”. 

No more queues of men and 
women shuffling along to emp- 
ty their pots of the night's waste 
in the sluice rooms, no more 
stench and no more parcels of 
excrement lobbed out of win- 
dows - making the cells bear- 
able but fouling the grounds. 

Anne Widdecombe, the pris- 
ons minister, and Richard Tilt, 
Director General of the Prison 
Service, travelled to the Victo- 
rian jail on the outskirts of the 


city to take credit for the six year 
programme to install integral 
sanitation in all jails. “I am glad 
this unpleasant daily ceremony 
has been brought to an end at 
last,” said Ms Widdecombe. 

But the man whose relentless 
campaign really brought about 
the reform was not invited. 
From the moment he became 
the Chief Inspector of Prisons 
eight years ago. Judge Stephen 
Tumim, determined to end 
“slopping out”. He said yester- 
day: “It seemed to roe that you 
could not pursue other penal re- 
forms without first tackling the 
most bask and giving people 
some dignity." 

He commissioned a report 
and it was adopted by Lord 
Wx>Jf who, in his review of pris- 
ons following the Strangeways 
riots in 1989, said it was an “un- 
civilised and degrading process, 
which destroyed the morale of 
prisoners and staff". 

Ministers took the massive 
project on board and it was 
completed just a few weeks 


short of target - but no one is 
complaining about that, only 
that the issue was never tackled 
long ago. 

The irony that Armley- built 
1 50 years ago - was the last to 
convert was not lost on prison 
watcbeis. Victorian jails like 
Armley were actually built with 
sanitation systems - they were 
ripped out at the turn of the cen- 
tury to make way for more 
accommodation and to make 
life “tougher” for inmates. 

“This is a very welcome re- 
turn to Victorian values," said 
Paul Cavadino, chair of the 
Penal Affairs Consortium. 

For Judge Tbmim, who lost 
his contract as Chief Inspector 
of Prisons, because, according 
to insiders, he had become a 
thorn in the side of the Home 
Secretary, Michael Howard, it 
will become a fitting epitaph. 

“I will be perfectly happy to 
be remembered as tire person 
who introduced the sound of 
thousands of flushing lavatories 
to Britain's jails,” he said. 


Queen Mother 
defended over 
Mrs Simpson 


Prince Edward yesterday 
defended the Queen Mother 
against charges that she har- 
boured a personal hatred for the 
late Duchess of Windsor. 

The Prince was speaking 
after the press screening of Ed- 
ward on Edward, his documen- 
tary about the abdication and 
exile of his great-uncle, the 
Duke of Windsor. 

The Queen Mother - the 
prince's grandmother- is hard- 
ly mentioned in the two-hour 
documentary. But Prince Ed- 
ward said afterwards: “There 
are ail sorts of stories in the pub- 
lic domain involving the Queen 
Mother which J believe arc 
actually fatally inaccurate. 

“She, like every other royal 
lady in the household at the 
time, was pul in an utterly 
impossible position by Edward's 
decision to marry a divorcee. 
They were never going to be 
able publicly to acknowledge 
her in any way. 

“The inevitable gulf that 
occurred has been interpreted 
by people to say (hat it was a 
deep-seated and personal mat- 
ter which, from all that 1 have 
discovered, just isn't the case." 

The Prince’s comments con- 
tradict the widely-held belief 
that the Queen Mother never 
forgave the Windsors for cata- 
pulting her husband. George, on 
to the throne, for which he was 
not prepared. The Duchess was 
never granted the title Her 
Royal Highness, and lived in ex- 
ile with her husband for most 
of their lives after they married. 

Prince Edward also defends 
his great-unde against histori- 
ans' charges that he collabo- 
rated with the Nazis during the 
Second World War. In the doc- 
umentary. made by his own 
Ardent Production company, he 
says: "The Duke may have been 
awkward, selfish and intransi- 
gent to deal with, but there's no 
evidence that he would ever be- 
tray his country." 



The Queen Mother (above) 
and the Duchess of Windsor 



The lack of documentary 
evidence has been interpreted 
by some critics as indicating a 
cover-up. “I can't uncover any 
evidence of that, and 1 have 
tried,” said the Prince, who 
gained privileged access to roy- 
al archives in making the pro- 
gramme. Not only the Queen 
Mother, but other members of 
the Royal Family, including the 
Queen, were largely omitted 
from the documentary, to be 
screened in two parts later this 
month. “That was quite delib- 
erate,” the Prince said. “I didn’t 
feel it was necessary to put them 
through that.” 

□ Edward on Edward, made in 
association with Desmond 
Wilcox, will be transmitted on 
on ITV on Tuesday 23 April and 
Tuesday 30 April. 


Science 
failing to 
keep its 
promises’ 


Modem science has foiled and 
brought more diseases togeth- 
er with the destruction of the 
environment, according to z 
leading American biologist. 

Professor Richard Levins 
said there had been impressive 
achievements in modem sdena 
but also dramatic failures in 
eluding: the appearance of new 
diseases such as toxic shock syn- 
drome and chronic fatigue syn- 
drome as well as the resurgence 
of old ones such as malaria ane 
cholera; increased stress, anxi- 
ety, overwork and unemploy- 
ment caused by industrial 
design which was intended to re- 
sult in greater efficiency-, new 
pest problems created by pes- 
ticides which poisoned the nat- 
uraJ habitat and new pathogens 
created by antibiotics which 
were resistant to drugs. 

In a lecture in Edinburgh 
where he was being presented 
with the annual Edinburgh 
Medal and £5,000 for his work, 
the Professor of Population 
Sciences at Harvard School ol 
Public Health criticised science 
for being driven to make new 
discoveries without considering 
the consequences. 

He said science should be re- 
vitalised to take account of the 
long-term effects on society. 
“We have bred plants and ani- 
mals to fit our technologies, 
invented new ways of commu- 
nicating and of diagnosing dis- 
eases and predicting the weath- 
er. But science also has had 
dramatic failures . . . promises oi 
understanding and progress 
have not been kept, and the 
application of science to human 
affairs has often done greai 
harm," he said. 

It was no surprise there had 
been an anti-science backlash 
with research spending cuts 
and young people turning away 
from the subject. Professor 
Levins said. In his appeal for a 
new approach he called for sci- 
entists to change their attitude. 
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School ship disaster 
survivors in distress 


Almost one in 10 teen age sur- 
vivors of a British school’s 
cruise ship disaster have at- 
tempted suicide, and more than 
half have suffered severe psy- 
chological distress in the seven 
years since the sinking, psy- 
chologists said yesterday. 

The survivors, now in their 
early twenties, are also at least 
a year behind their peers in their 
academic studies and fewer of 
them have gone to university or 
completed degrees. 

J ulie Nurrish, a researcher at 
the Institute of Psychiatry in 
London, said the findings sug- 
gest that the low uptake of 
counselling and support by the 
survivors following the disaster 
may be a factor in the persis- 
tence and extent of symptoms. 

The SF Jupiter had just set sail 
from Piraeus, in Greece, with 
nearly 400 British schoolchild- 
ren, aged 14 to 15, on board 
when it was rammed by a 
freighter on 21 October 1988. 
It rapidly took on water and 
sank within 40 minutes. Four 
people died, a pupil and a 
teacher from Birmingham, and 
two Greek sailors. 

Speaking on the second day of 
the British Psychological Society 
annual conference in Brighton 
yesterday, Ms Nurrish said that 
the follow-up study of survivors 
in the intervening seven years had 
produced some alarming find- 
ings. There had been 14 suicide 
attempts in the group of 168 sur- 
vivors traced so far (9 per cent). 


Traumatic voyage: SF ‘Jupiter’ sank in 40 minutes 


compared with one in the con- 
trol group of 58. A survivor had 
committed suicide in 1993. 

Some 52 per cent of survivors 
had suffered post-traumatic 
sires disorder, with symptoms in- 
cluding flashbacks of the event, 
panic attacks, avoidance of wa- 
ter and boats, and distancing 
from their dose family and 
friends. These symptoms had 
persisted for more than five 
years in 14 per cent of the group. 

More than two-thirds of the 
survivors had suffered from de- 
pression or other forms of men- 
tal illness since the accident. 

“We did not expect to find 
this degree of psychological 
morbidity,” Ms Nurrish said. 
“All were offered counselling 
but very few- about 20 per cent 
- actually took it up. Further re- 
search is needed to determine 
if this was a factor.” 

There were more survivors 
with A-levels at the time of the 
follow-up than in the control 


Middle-aged 
find it tougher 
to be macho 


LIZ HUNT 


Men get less macho as they 
grow older. Those who behave 
badly in their youth can trans- 
form themselves into caring, 
sharing new men in middle 
age, a new study has shown. 

These males are less likely to 
view women as sex objects, to 
favour toughness and the use of 
force, or disapprove of signs of 
femininity in other men, the 
BPS conference heard. 

Professor John Archer, an 
expert on the mysteries of 
machismo in western culture, 
said the burden of jobs, mar- 
riage, and children, may be 
more significant than dimin- 
ishing testosterone levels in 
the loss of macho. Less pressure 
to attract women and to prove 
to others that you are “hard and 
tough" is also a factor. 

“A strongly physical mas- 
culinity is more important at 
younger ages as a strategy for 
competing with other men, with 
the ultimate aim of attracting 
women," Professor Archer said. 
“At older ages ... they have less 
need to be involved in this type 
of masculinity." 

Professor Archer, from the 
Central Lancashire University, 
gave a questionnaire on a 
macho values to 600 men from 
a wide range of backgrounds. 
They were aged between 18 and 
45 years and living in the North 


West of England. . The ques- 
tionnaire measured how much 
they agreed with statements 
such as “Wife swapping is fine 
as long as both men agree”... 
“There are too many wimps and 
cowards around today”... and 
“Real men don't back away 
from bar-room confrontations-” 
They were also asked how 
much they agreed with state- 
ments such as “It’s a good thing 
for men to cry". Professor 
Archer found that the older the 
men. the less they endorsed 
macho attitudes. “We didn't 
anticipate this negative rela- 
tionship with age.” he said. 

A further analysis of the 
group found that unemployed 
and manual workers revealed 
more macho tendencies, cor- 
relating with the traditional 
view of masculinity which is less 
prevalent in the more educat- 
ed middle class samples, such as 
office workers and students. 

The scores for sportsmen 
were lower than expected, but 
they were largely drawn from 
the middle classes so that 
occupation rather than choice 
of a particularly masculine sport 
was a determining factor. 

The study also revealed a 
close link between heavy drink- 
ing and perceptions of mas- 
culinity. “Heavy drinking ... 
does provide yet another way 
for boys to seek to become 
men," Professor Archer added. 


‘Mind games’ used 
by school bullies 


School bullies who perfect psy- 
chological techniques of tor- 
ment can inflict greater long 
term harm on their victims 
than those who use more direct 
physical methods, according to 
new research, writes Liz Hunt 

David Hawker, a psychologist 
at Keele University, said the 
most dangerous type of bully- 
ing could be overlooked by 
schools and teachers. 

He told the BPS conference 
that pupils and teachers worried 
more about physical bullying 
and rated psychological bully- 
ing - such as being shunned by 
their class-mates - as less seri- 
ous and upsetting to the victim. 

However, a survey of 178 ju- 
nior (aged 8 to 9) and secondary 
school children (aged 1 1 to 12) 
in six north Staffordshire 
schools, found that feelings 
linked to victimisation - de- 
pression. anxiety, loneliness, 
social dissatisfaction and low 
self-esteem - resulted more 

It co^Svo^esocialCTclu- 
sion from games, parties and 
outings, or being sent to Coven- 
try -by classmates, and the less 
serious, psychological subordi- 
nation, such as social put- 




downs. teasing or name-calling. 
Research suggests that these 
forms of bullying, particularly 
social exclusion, appear to have 
more damaging long-term 
effects. 

Girls were more adept at psy- 
chological bullying, through so- 
cial exclusion of the victim or 
indirect means, such as social 
manipulation, or talking be- 
hind someone’s back, for ex- 
ample. They believed physical 
bullying was more stressful. 

Boys preferred the physical 
approach, and told researchers 
that social exclusion worried 
them more. As both groups got 
older, psychological methods 
became the bullying technique 
of choice. 

Previous research suggests 
that 1 in 10 children is bullied 
at school, about three per class. 
Mr Hawker, and his colleague 
Michael Boulton from the De- 
artment of Psychology at 
ele said there was growing 
awareness of bullying in its 
different fonns in schools, r 

However, children as young 
as five appeared to acceptbul- 
lyingasa feet of life, and did not 
believe it could be stopped by 
rules and regulations. . 
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group, indicating that they 
should have gone on to 
university, bui many did not. 

The Young Adult Research 
Team, funded tty the Medical 
Research Council, also inter- 
viewed mothers of survivors. 


“Some mothers said their sons 
and daughters went away as 
children and came back 
adults,” Ms Nurrish said. 

Overall, the survivors said 
they could not plan for the fu- 
ture because they knew it could 
be cut short at any time. Most 
of them thought they were go- 
ing to die during the sin Icing and 
it is this feeling that they have 
never forgotten, she added. 

Ms Nurrish said that further 
analysis of findings from the 
three year study, to be com- 
pleted this year, may identity 
“protective affects" in the early 
lives of some survivors which 
limited the trauma they suf- 
fered. “People do get through 
events, and why they do is a very 
important question ” 
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Ctontonporary design: Beatrice Hosegood, from the auctioneers Bonhams, placing flowers in an earthenware circular 
vessel by James Tower, which ts expected to fetch £2,500-£3 r 500 when auctioned next week Photograph: Tony Buckingham 




Sainsbuiy s has been voted the No.l supermarket in the Tommy’s Campaign Parent Friendly Awards. 
And no wonder Eveiy Sainsbury’s store has baby-changingjacilities, with jree Sainsbuiy’s Performers 
nappies, baby wipes and disposal bags. 

There’s also a babyfood and milk wanning service, parent and child parking spaces, even someone 
to help with packing and loading the car. 

So please, don’t eat that hat. It suits you. 
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Shephard urges discipline on parents 


FRAN ABRAMS 

Education Correspondent 



Parents would be forced to 
ensure that their children go to 
school and that they behave 
properly when they get there 
under legislation announced 
by Gillian Shephard, the Sec- 
retary of Slate for Education, 
yesterday. 


A new package of measures 
Allied by Mrs Shephard at (be 


Shephard: Sanctions on 
parents of unruly children 


revealed by Mrs Shephard at the 
National Association of School- 
masters and Union of Women 
Teachers conference in Glasgow 
would tighten up many areas of 
school discipline, she said. 

founts could be told that 
they might lose their right to 


choose their children’s schools 
if they persistently offended, sbc 
suggested. 

Schools could be allowed to 
exclude children for up to 45 
days in any one year, extending 
the limit from the current 15. 
They might also be allowed to 
insist that parents back their dis- 
cipline policies - at present, they 
can refuse to allow their chil- 
dren to be kept in detention. 

Mrs Shephard also said there 
would be inspections of all spe- 
cial units for disruptive pupils. 
Poor reports have been issued 
on many of the first such units 
to receive these visits. 

She criticised both schools 
and parents for having abused 


the regulations on exclusions, al- 
lowing indefinite suspensions - 
now abolished - to drag on too 
long. Children had been left in 
limbo too often, she said. 

“Good behaviour and disci- 
pline in schools are key foun- 
dations of good education. 
Without an orderly atmosphere 
in the classroom effective teach- 
ing and learning cannot take 
place.” she said. 


After a consultation period, 
gislation could be put forward 


legislation could be put forward 
as soon as this autumn, she said. 

Teachers have complained 
that they cannot enforce disci- 
pline because parents are often 
un-cooperative, and that rules 
on parental choice often force 


them to take pupils who have 

been excluded elsewhere. 

In future, parental choice 
could be withdrawn .in such 
cases and instead children could 
be placed by local authorities in 
the schools of their choice. 

However, Nigel de Giucby, 
general secretary of the union, 
said that the legislation would 
need to be backed by resources. 
He criticised Mrs Shephard for 
suggesting that schools had 
been too eager to exdude pupils 
in the past. The numbers have 
risen to 15,000 per year. 

“If the profession were ex- 
clusion-happy we would not 
have 15,000. 1 think we would 
have more than 150,000 ex- 


cluded. every year. It’s all very 
well to say that we can’t leave 
these kids in limbo. But I don’t 
want teachers and the majori- 
ty of children left in helL” 

John Dunford, president of 
the Secondary Heads' Associ- 
ation, said many schools were 
excluding children because their 
parents had refused to comply 
with other sanctions. 

"We have to put emphasis on 
the welfare of other children in 
the school as well as on the one 
child who is being disruptive,” 
be said. 

■ Meanwhile, Mrs Shephard 
admitted that not all parents in 
four pilot areas introducing 
nursery vouchers this spring 
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new nursery units and 400 pri- 
vate providers wanting to offer 
places. In Wandsworth, south- 
west London, 76 per cent of par- 
ents had applied for vouchers 
and in Norfolk 87 per cent had 

d °SftsSbephard was also called 
upon to defend the school m- 


Killer 

used 

skills 

learnt in 
abattoir 


for being bureaucratic. 

“I regard the inspection 
process as one of the most hn- 
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portant of the Government re- 
forms. Let me say vezy clearly: 


forms. Let me say very clearly: 
it is here to stay,” Mrs Shephard 
said. 


Keyhole surgery 
‘takes longer 
and costs more’ 




NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Pohcy Editor 


Hi- lech keyhole surgery to 
remove ihe gall bladder - an op- 
eration widely adopted by sur- 
geons because of its "obvious 
advantages" - takes 1< mger to do 
and offers no advantages over 
more conventional surgery, a 


hospital study has shown. 
The finding vesterday k 


The finding yesterday led to 
calls in the medical journal 77ie 
LdHi.fi for more such studies 
into die effectiveness of surgi- 
cal techniques. 

New ones arc frequently 
adopted without trials to prove 
they arc superior to existing op- 
erations. Without more studies, 
the journal argues, surgeons will 
continue to face the charge 
ihat up to half their research is 
of questionable value. 

The study at the Royal Hal- 
laaishirc Hospital in Sheffield 
was rare ioi being a randomised 
controlled trial - the standard 
way to assess new dregs. Two 
hundred patients were allocat- 
ed at random to a small incision 
operation or the keyhole tech- 
nique. and the assessment of the 
outcome was hidden by pro- 
viding dr essings which masked 
the nature of rbe surgical scar. 

The study found that in terms 
of effectiveness, speed of 
recovery, hospital stay, lime to 
get back to work and full 


activity, the keyhole method of- 
fered no advantage. However, 
the operation took more than 
half as long a g :»n to perform on 
average - 65 minutes against 40 
minutes - and is likely to be 
more expensive. 

Gall bladder removal is one 
of the commonest operations, 
and surgeons have adopted the 
new technique because it ap- 
peared to have “obvious ad- 
vantages” which have not been 
proved in practice, Mr Ali Ma~ 
jeed. the surgeon who headed 
the study, said. That may. he 
suggested, have bad much to do 
with manufacturers' investment 
in the instruments and imaging 
systems needed to perform iu 
* Such randomised studies ac- 
count for less than 10 per cent 
of surgical research. The Lancet 
said, surgeons preferring simply 
to report a scries of cases, an ap- 
proach which tends to provide 
a more subjective comparison 
to existing methods. 

The Lwicet acknowledged dif- 
ficulties in designing controlled 
trials for surgery, but a separate 
report showing the efficacy of 
a new Japanese operation for 1 
stomach cancer shows random i 
studies can be done. 

Surgeons must find ways to j 
improve case series studies and 
to plan randomised trials. The I 
Lancet ' s editor. Dr Richard j 
Horton, said. 
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Passing through: A repfica of the 15th-century stnp Matthew, in which the explorer John Cabot left Bristol heading for Japan but found North America 
instead, sailing through Tower Bridge, London, during trials before a voyage to mark the 500th anniversary of the journey Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


A former slaughterman vjo 
used his professional skill to kiu 
his neighbour, disembowel and 
then hackher body in half, was 
ordered to be held at Rampton 
psychiatric hospital by an Old 
Bailey judge yesterday. 

Jason Baldwin, 28, was sent 
there for further medical reports 
before sentencing after admit- 
ting the manslaughter of Max- 
ine Boot, 37, on the grounds of 
diminished responsibility. The 
prosecution accepted his plea of 
not guilty to murdering her. 

Baldwin - described as a 
psychotic loner with bizarre 
fixations - had taken an irra- 
tional dislike to the burger bar 
waitress who bad a bed-sit in the 

block where he lived in Guild- 
ford. Surrey. 

When they were alone in the 
premises on 10 March last year, 
he attacked her .with a hatchet, 
sheath knife and pruning saw. 

“It was a savage lolling. She 
had severe head injuries and her 
throat was cuL She was then dis- 
embowelled with considerable 
professional skill in the course 
of the gruesome exercise after 
her death,” Robert Seabrook 
OC. for the prosecution, said, 

Baldwin then cut Miss Bool's 
body in half through the lower 
torso using the pruning saw to 
sever her spine. He had been 
sacked from his job at a local 
abattoir after attacking a work- 
mate earlier in the year, caus- 
ing him grievous bodily harm. 
He became a dustman and 
made use of the black refuse 
sacks to wrap his victim's body 
before throwing it into a near- 
by pond, where police recovered 
the remains five days later. 

The two halves of the body 
had been stuffed into bin bags 
bearing the initials of Guildford 
Borough Council and the num- 
ber 28 printed on than. It was 
Baldwin's dustbin round num- 
ber, and one with which he had 
a “bizarre fixation". 

From medical reports - 
which described him as suffer- 
ing from an extremely muted 
personality disorder which sug- 
gested psychosis -Baldwin ap- 
peared to have decided to loll 
Miss Boot in advance and tak- 
en “some considerable pleasure 
from it". 
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iJeath of seven-year-old pilot: World condemns ‘exploitative’ record trip that led to disaster 
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Family support: Usa Hathaway, pilot Jessica DubrofTs 
mother, with her other daughter, Jasmine, three 


iLii 


TIM CORNWELL 

Los Angeles 

A note placed at ihe crash site 
yesterday where Jessica Dubroff 
was killed read “God’s newest 
little angel". But world reaction 
to the death of the seven-year- 
old girl trying to become the 
youngest pilot to fly across 
America was more angry than 
sympathetic. 

While Jessica's mother asked 
people to “let children fly if they 
want to fly", the US Federal 
Aviation Administration prom- 
ised to review rules covering un- 
derage and unlicensed pilots. 

American flying experts 
called the flight an irresponsi- 
ble. exploitative adventure. 
“Dead for a record" proclaimed 
the Swiss daily Le Matin. Aus- 
tralian radio news called it a 
“publicity stunt that ended in a 
disaster". 

“I feel that there is no place 
in aviation for such foolishness 
as this type of flight,” was one 
comment on CompuServe’s on- 
line aviation forum. 

Jessica’s aircraft crashed 


shortly after take-off in a resi- 
dential street in Cheyenne. 
Wyoming, early on Thursday. 
Her instructor Joe Reid and her 
father, Lloyd, who was in the 
back of the four-seater aircraft, 
died with her. 

"Clearly I would want all my 
children to die in a state of joy," 
said her mother Lisa Hath- 
away. “I would prefer it was not 
at age seven, but, God, she went 
with her joy and her passion, 
and her life was in her hands." 

The girl from a small north- 
ern California town, with curls, 
a wistful look in her eye and a 
blue baseball cap with the logo 
“Women Fly", was the picture 
of American girlhood. 

Jessica was reported as a 
passionate reader of biogra- 
phies of Amelia Earhart, the 
pioneer pilot who disappeared 
on a trans-pacific flight and is 
still one of America's favourite 
romantic heroines. 

Like the ApoUo 13 space 
mission, her flight had attract- 
ed only passing attention until 
it went wrong, but yesterday her 
face dominated newspapers 
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Right to tragedy: Jessica's aircraft Is lifted from the street where it crashed in Cheyenne Photograph: Ed Andrieski 


and television shows. “I cared 
deeply for this little girl," said 
the mayor of Cheyenne, Leo 
Pando, breaking down in tears 
with memories of his own 
daughter who was drowned in 
a flood at 16. “She had a re- 
freshing optimism that is plain- 
ly lacking m today's world.** 
Jessica, who needed* boost- 
er chair to see out of the wind- 
screen and aluminium exten- 


sions to reach the pedals, would 
have struggled to exert the 
601bs of pressure that the FAA 
generally assumes a pilot can 
put on controls. She was not 
legally flying the four-seater 
Cessna but at present children 
of any age may take control 
under supervision if a pflol 
deems It safe. 

Bystanders said Jessica was 
clearly at the controls when the 


aircraft took off in driving rain 
at an airport 6,000ft high, where 
thinner air meant its engines 
had substantially less power. 
The temperature at was also 
near freezing. She had only 
four months experience in the 
cockpit and was on the second 
leg of her planned 6,500 mile 
round trip. 

The unofficial record for 
trans-continental flights was set 


by Daniel Shankmin 1991. just 
a month older than Jessica, 
and an eight-year-old made the 
flight last year. “It's the Amer- 
ican way " said Drew Steketee, 
of the Aircraft Owners and 
Pilots Association, which like 
other industry groups has been 
nervous about such events. “If 
’an 11-year-old does it, a 10*s 
going to do it, then a nine, then 
an eight, then a seven." 


Britain attacks Gibraltar customs checks 

London —The Foreign Office Minister, David Davis, said yes- 
terday that there was “no justification” for Spain’s introduction 
of extra customs checks on the border with Gibraltar, writes 
Christopher Bellamy. The checks were introduced following the 
loss of a Spanish helicopter in pursuit of a drug smugglers' boat r , 
on Thursday. In a strongly worded statement, Mr Davis said drug a 
smuggling in the area took place at sea and there there was “no J, 
evidence that drugs cross the land frontier" . He added: “If SpaiD 
has any constructive proposals forjurther co-operation, we will 
of course consider them carefully." 

China roots out military pen pal menace l 

Peking — The discipline and ideological purity of China's army s 
is being contaminated by soldiers' pen pals, the Liberation A rmv s 
Doth’ warned. “Some soldiers become bored and dissatisfied and j, 
blindly think that the outside world is exciting," the .. 
newspaper said. Rtuter tl 

Kantor to replace Brown J 

Washington — The US Trade 
Representative , Mickey Kantor, 

(right) is President Clinton's 
choice to replace Ron Brown as 
Commerce secretary. Mr Kantor 
has a reputation as a tough ad- 
vocate of US trade interests 
abroad. Mr Brown was killed 
when his plane crashed in Croa- 
tia while he was on a Balkan tour. 

The news came as Mr Clinton and 
Mr Kantor were promoting ef- 
forts by the trade representative’s 
office to lower the trade deficit 
with Japan. AP 

Florida bomb kills woman l 

Plantation, Florida — A woman was killed and three children v 
were injured when a package exploded just after it was delivered 
to a home in an affluent neighbourhood A child took the pack- 
age inside and it exploded when it was opened. The woman was 
dead and a 13-year-old boy, 10-year-old girl and 7-year-old boy 
were injured. The US Bureau of .Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms 
sent an investigator to the scene. 

Jackal targeted French minister' 

Paris — The international guerrilla “Carlos the Jackal" considered 
attacking the then-Socialisi justice minister Robert Bad inter in 
the 1980s, Le Monde reported yesterday. The late Francois de 
Grossouvre, a close aide to the late president Francois Mitter- 
rand, was another possible target. Reuter 

US turns Okinawa airport over to locals 

Tokyo — Setting the stage for a visit next week by President Clin- 
ton, the US has agreed to return a large airfield on Okinawa to 
local landowners over the next five to seven years. Sentiment against 
the American bases have been running high since three US ser- 
vicemen raped a schoolgirl last September. AP 

Sri Lanka foils seaborne Tamil attack 

Colombo — Naval gunboats destroyed two Tamil rebel fishing 
trawlers laden with explosives, one inside Colombo's busy har- 
bor and one approaching it. Both trawlers exploded when the gun- 
boats opened fire. Sailors said they believe at least five rebels were 
killed, including two frogmen carrying explosives. AP 

HK 'heads for rosy future' under China 

Hong Kong — The Chinese official in charge of Hong Kong 
affairs painted a rosy picture of events after the colony's re- 
turn to China next year. “Hong Kong will still be a free port, 
an international finance and trade centre. Hong Kong’s future 
will be even better," Lu Ping, director of Beijing’s Hong Kong 
and Macau Affairs Office, told a business conference. Reuter 

King asks Aznar to form government 

Madrid — Spain's King Juan Carlos formally asked conserva- i 
five leader Jose Maria Aznar to form a government on the 
basis of his slim win in an election last month. Reuter *' 


How to cash a cheque. 




VIRGIN 
CRUSH COKE 
AND PEPSI 

IN TASTE TEST 


f When expecting a cheque in 
I the post, some blind people 
f ask the sender to attach it 
: to a piece of textured paper, 
like kitchen roll, so that 
it is not confused with a 
compliment slip, or thrown 
away by mistake. 


It’s a simple solution to 
one of the frustrating 
problems that arise 
when blind people are 
sent information they 
cannot read. The Royal 
National Institute for 
the Bh*nd (RNIB) is 
campai gning for visually 
impaired people to 
have access to essential 
information like bank 
statements and phone 
bills in ‘readable 1 forms. 
We convert printed 
items from bus 


timetables and washing 
instructions to knitting 
patterns and recipes. 
RNIB’s work is 
' especially important if 
you consider that many 
visually impaired people 
live alone. For more 
details about RNIB call 
us on 0345 023040. 


Royal National Institute for the Blind 


iK 

RNIB 

challenging blindness 
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li's official. Virgin is the nation's favourite cola. In independent taste tests 
carried out all over the UK by The Harris Research Centre* both regular and diet Virgin flattened their 
Coke and Pepsi counterparts. If that doesn't make the opposition see red : they’ll certainly feel blue. 
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War in Lebanon: New Katyusha attacks and cr^s^ 1 - ^ *Wcst^ 


rockets strike 


Israeli town 


PATRICK COCKBURN 

; Kiryat Shmona 


The Katyusha rockets which fell 
on the Israeli border town of 
Kiryat Shmona early yesterday 
morning led to on immediate es- 
calation in the crisis in 
Lebanon. Within hours Israel 
was threatening to bombard 
41 Lebanese villages just north 
of the Israeli occupation zone 
inside Lebanon. 

“We recommend that all peo- 
ple living in areas from which 
Katyushas were launched at 
Israeli villages now leave,” said 
Lieutenant General Arnnon 
Lipkin-Shahak, the Israeli chief 
of staff. 

Sitting beside him in the 
mess hall of an Israeli military 
base a few miles from the bor- 
der. Shimon Peres, the Prime 
Minister, added: - If they 
thought that the Katyusha is a 
superior weapon then wc will 
have to remind them that we 
have missiles that are belter." 
He said that if Hizbollah, the 
Lebanese guerrilla movement, 
thought that Kiryat Shmona 
was an inviting target and a 
point of Israeli weakness, then 
they would discover that the 
same was true of Beirut. 

The deadline for Lebanese 
villagers to flee was first given 
at 2J0pm and later extended by 
two hours. United Nations of- 
ficers in south Lebanon esti- 
mated that Israeli artillery had 
fired 2.000 shells during the first 
part of die day, presumably di- 
rected at areas outside the 41 
villages. It became clear during 
the morning that an early ca- 
sualty of the mounting crisis was 
the "understanding, brokered 
by the US in 1 993, under which 
Israel and Hizbollah pledged to 
avoid hining civilian targets. 

Overnight Hizbollah had not 
retaliated for Israeli air raids on 
Beirut, Baalbek and Tyre the 
previous day. It seemed possi- 
ble that they would wait before 
counter-attacking. Then, shortly 
after 9am, at least two Katyusha 
rockets landed in Kiryat 


Shmona, a nondescript town of 
25,000 people. One rocket land- 
ed beside a moving car, ex- 
ploding its petrol tank and badly 
burning the woman driver. 

A second Katyusha landed 
beside a eucalyptus tree, sev- 
ering branches and peppering 
houses on both sides of the road 
with shrapnel. A shard of the 
rocket narrowly missed the 
head of Yitzhak Michacly, a fac- 
tory worker, who was drinking 
coffee and reading a book in his 
flat after returning from taking 
his family to the safety of Tel 
Aviv. 

“I feel so bad," said Mr 
Michaefy. stiff footing shaken as 
he poinied to a hole in the wall 
at head height He said he was 
only saved because he took 
cover when he heard one rock- 
et explode in the distance, a few 
seconds before a second blew up 
across the street. 

Mr Michaely had no doubts 
about what the government 
should do. “They should go into 
Lebanon and give them a few 
good hits." He said there were 
only 7,000 people left in town. 

His neighbour lUm Petto, a 
discjockey. said: “After Peace 
for Galilee [the Israeli invasion 
of Lebanon in 1982] there was 
peace here." This is not strict- 
ly true - and the invasion cre- 
ated Hizbollah - but Mr Petto 
still believes “if we are Lough 
with them, they will stop". 

Nobody had any doubts that 
the new Lebanese crisis will help 
the right-wing Likud party. 
Haim Corlikr, 20. said: “Every- 
body will vote Likud here. Peres 
talks and doesn't do anything." 

Kiryat Shmona is a right-wing 
town, but this is bad news for 
Mr Peres 50 days before the Is- 
raeli election. When Binyamin 
Netanyahu, the Likud leader 
and his rival to be Prime Min- 
ister visited Kiryat Shmona ear- 
lier in the week he was cheered. 
The new Likud sticker “Peace 
with Security” is common in the 
back windows of cars. 

Mr Peres has done his best to 
avoid militaiy retaliation in 


Lebanon, but the political costs 
in a dose selection race became 
insupportable. He cannot afford 
to look weak or irresolute. He 
is onfy just beginning to recov- 
er from the political damage 
caused by the four suicide 
bombs which killed 62 people 
in Israel in February and 
March. The casualties and dam- 
age inflicted on Northern Israel 
this week is slight but they 
could lose Mr fries the election. 

This explains why the Prime 
Minister and his Chief of Staff 
were in Kiryat Shmona within 


hours of yesterday’s Katyusha 
attack. “What happened this 


attack. “What happened this 
morning did not surprise us," 
said Mr Peres. He made clear 
that Lebanon was not going to 
be allowed to rebuild its econ- 
omy in peace if Hizbollah at- 
tacks continued. He said: “This 
is an operation against Hizbol- 
lah and not Syria." Given that 
Mr Peres and General Shahak 
have a soft spoken style it was 
not immediately apparent that 
they were outlining a military 
operation in Lebanon as great 
as that in 1993 which left over 
100 Lebanese dead. Air raids on 
Beirut were the first since the 
1982-84 Israeli invasion. 

The visit by Mr Peres was a 
mixture of a political leader vis- 
iting the front line and an elec- 
tion campaign. Much of the 
local population had moved 
south and soldiers with loud 
speakers were telling those who 
remained to get into bomb 
shelters, one of which was vis- 
ited by the Prime Minister. 
When he stopped briefly by the 
burned out car, so completely 
incinerated that it was impos- 
sible to discover its original 
colour, he was heckled. One 
man shouted: “Peres, we want 
war." Another said: “Let [Gen- 
eral ArielJ Sharon take care of 
it" 

Remarkably, against all the 
evidence of previous Israeli ac- 
tions in Lebanon, nobody 
seemed to doubt that massive 
use of force would bring Hizbol- 
lah to heel. 



fears 
harm to 
peace 
process 


Agencies — Britain joined the 
United States and France m 
calling for restraint and con- 
demned Hizbollah cross-border 

attacks which sparked the 
raids. Arab states . attacked 
Israel, ca lling for an end to its 

sttfleks. 

The White House urged 
Hizbollah to defuse escalating 
tensions in Lebanon and Israel. 
“There have been a number of 
actions by Hizbollah, which is 
mairinj* h very difficult to restore 
calm and stability in north 
Israel and south Lebanon,” 
White House press secretary 
Mike McCurry said. 

“We believe that the best 
thing that could happen is for 
the violence to subside and it's 


quite dear that the best way for 
mat to happen is for the un- 
cessaiy provocations by Hizbol- 
lah to cease.” 

A Foreign Office spokesman 
in London said: “Pursuit of 
the peace process remains the 
priority and we know that Israel 
will gauge carefully its response 
and do all it can to avoid civil- 
ian casualties. When the peace 
process offers a non-violent 
way forward there can be 
absolutely no justification for 
Hizbollah actions.” 

lb achieve a “just and lasting 
peace", France urged the ap- 
plication of United Nations 
resolution 425 which calls on 
Israel to leave southern 
Lebanon, for Lebanon to 
reassert sovereignly over its ter- 
ritory and for security to be re- 
stored . to the border area 
between Israel and Lebanon. 
This was the message President 
Jacques Chriac took on his re- 
cent visit to southern Lebanon. 

The Arab League con- 
demned Israel's attacks and 
pledged its support for all mea- 
sures taken by Lebanon to 
defend itself. “While con- 
demning these aggressive 
practices that contradict inter- 
national laws and norms; the 
Arab League expresses its 
absolute unity with the bravery 
of the Lebanese people," a 
Photograph Jim Hollander/Reuter statement said. 
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Fire power: An Israeli 155m artillery piece in northern Israel fires into Lebanon 
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Familiar exodus of fear in a 
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world that has gone mad 
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the whisper of jets moved 
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They left in their tens of thou- 
sands, the people or southern 
Lebanon, whey-faced with fear, 
many of the women in tears, 
crammed with aunts and chil- 
dren into old family cars with 
bedding on the roof and cook- 
ing utensils in the bool and blan- 
kets dangling from the windows. 
Israeli radio had given them just 
three hours to leave home or 
lake the consequences, order- 
ing the inhabitants of 32 villages 
on to the roads north before Is- 
rael's next blitz against the 
Hizbollah. 

The Israelis had left it lo 
their proxy’ "South Lebanon 
Army" militia to make the 
darker threats. “He who fore- 
warns is excused," the SLA’s 
Voice of the South radio an- 
nouncer said al midday. There 
would be no consciences among 
those who opened fire after giv- 
ing so clear a warning. At 230 
pm the bombardment would be- 
gin, the radio said. Then it was 
postponed for two hours. And 
the thousands of Lebanese, 
trapped in endless jams of traf- 
fic on the narrow coastal road, 
sat sweating in their vehicles as 


through the sky above them. 
The hiehwav was familial 


The highway was familiar. 
I had driven through refugees 
down this same road in 1978 
when the Israelis invaded 
Lebanon to “destroy terror- 
ism". i had travelled past the 
refugees on the highway in 
1982 when Israel again invad- 
ed lo "destroy terrorism". In 
1993, 1 had headed south past 
300,000 refugees when the Is- 
raelis opened a bombardment 
of southern Lebanon to “de- 
stroy terrorism'’. Now here I was 
again, driving on to the pave- 
ment to pass the fearful 
refugees moving north in the 
other direction as Israel opened 
a new onslaught lo “dostrty ter- 
rorism". Had the world gone 
mad? 

Some of the refugees - the 
same in many cases, no doubt, 
as those who had fled past me 
in previous years -seemed to 
think so. In eveiy car, a radio 
was clasped to the driver's ear: 
they knew all about the Hizbol- 
lah 's Katyusha attack on the Is- 
raeli town of Kiryat Shmona 
yesterday morning - itself re- 
taliation for Israel's Thursday 
bombardment of Beirut - and 
they knew what to expect. You 


could see them shaking their 
heads in disbelief. 

Already the Iqiim al- 
Kharoub was under fire and the 
hills around Nabatea. An Israeli 
jet was reported to have fired 
a missile into a town near 
Amoun. And so the villages of 
the south, many of them old 
enough to appear in the annals 
of the Crusaders - Tibnin, 
Kafra, Yater, Bradchit, Khirbet 
Silm. Majd el-Silm, Haris - 
were depopulated. 

Crossing south across the 
LitanI river. I found the road al- 
most empty. There were a few 
last refugees hobbling on foot, 
begging for lifts north, a clutch 
of Lebanese soldiers in their 
new American helmets - look- 
ing for all the world like US 
Murines in Bosnia - sitting on 
their armoured vehicles, staring 
skywards all the time, trying lo 
catch sight of the insect-like jets 
as they flitted through ihe fir- 
mament; then the long Roman 
highway to Tyre, as empty as a 
railway track, ominously sur- 
veyed by a distant Israeli heli- 
copter. 

The city of Tyre was desert- 
ed, shuttered, the sea breeze 
banging unattended shutters, 
the United Nations flag snap- 


ping above the compound of the 
peace-keeping force on the sea 
front 

And inside, sheltering in a 
UN tent 1 found one of south- 
ern Lebanon's saddest refugees. 
Mo homed Mera was 67 and had 
left bis village of Kafra for 'tyre 


to send his famihr of ten to 
Beirut for safety. Now he want- 
ed to go back to his abandoned 
village, to die if necessary. 

But no one would offer him 
a lift. “I stayed home in the Is- 
raeli bombardment of 1993 and 
was prepared to end my life 
there," he said . “Why should 
I leave now? Home is a good 
place to die." 

And who did he blame for 
his predicament I asked him. 
The prematurely old man with 
bis white woollen cap and un- 
shaven cheeks pointed his fin- 
ger in the air. "What you 
know, I know," he said. 

“Ail of us know. If it were 
up to us, there would be no war 
here. But the world is not in our 
hands." I did not have the heart 
to tell him what I just heard on 
my car radio: that the Israelis 
bad just bombed the southern 
suburbs of Beirut - the very 
sanctuary to which he had sent 
his family. 
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Communists decry Yeltsin’s media circus 


PHIL REEVES 
Moscow 

Hus critics say he bends with the 
wind. Chat he has no real con- 
victions. But there is one issue 
about which Gennady Zyuga- 
nov, Russia’s Communist 
leader, is consistent as he cam- 
paigns across the huge country 
that he would so love to ruJe: he 
thinks that much of the Russ- 
ian media is out to get him. 

With just over two months to 
go before the presidential elec- 
tion, Mr Zyuganov has seen his 
once commanding lead in the 
polls shrink to singl e figures. 
There is, he claimed yesterday, 
“a powerful machinery” op- 
posing him. It has even pro- 
duced a pile of official 
documents outlining the best 
way of crushing his presidential 
challenge, he said. 

And he believes one of the 
main weapons against him is the 
Kremlin's ability to manipulate 
the press. This week he spelt out 
this grievance in an attack on 
the state-controlled ftossiskaya 
Gazeia after it refused to pub- 
lish his party's pre-election pro- 
gramme. “Here we are, electing 


a president,** he complained, 
and yet the government news- 
paper docs not familiarise its 
readers with all the materials." 

Mr Zyuganov, it must he 
Mid, has a case. One reason for 
Boris Yeltsin’s improving for- 
tunes - polls place him between 
four and nine points behind the 
Communist leader - is the ex- 
tensive television coverage of 
the President’s activities. 

This is hardly surprising, Rus- 
sia’s two top television stations, 
ORT and Russian Television 
(RTR). are state-controlled. In 
February, their executives were 
given a harsh object lesson 
about the perils of displeasing 
the Kremlin, when Mr Yeltsin 
sacked the head of RTR. Oleg 
Poptsov, accusing him of mis- 
reporling the war in Chechnya. 

A third big network. NTV has 
long had a reputation for chal- 
lenging the Yeltsin administra- 
tion. an independence of spirit 
that resulted in several angry 
dashes with the authorities. 
Last year, for example, the 
Procurator General launched a 
criminal investigation into a 
NTV reporter who interviewed 
the Chechen rebel commander 


Safety ‘must 
be priority for 
nuclear power’ 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

Germany’s environment min- 
ister. Angela Merkel, yesterday 
appealed for higher safety stan- 
dards in the nuclear power in- 
dustry but stopped well short of 
calling for the immediate clo- 
sure of the most dangerous re- 
actors still in operation in the 
former Soviet Union and east- 
ern Europe. 

Winding up a four-day con- 
ference coinciding with the 10th 
anniversary of the Chernobyl 
disaster, Ms Merkel said that, 
despite that catastrophe, the nu- 
clear power industry still had a 
future - but only if safety was 
made the top priority. 

Her sentiments were shared 
by the more than 700 politicians • 
and scientists from East and 
West attending the conference 
in Vienna, although many 
would have liked her to have 
gone much further. 

Many had hoped for an un- 
equivocal call for the shutdown 
of the 15 Chernobyl-type reac- 
tors still in operation in Russia. 
Ukraine and Lithuania. For 
their part, environmentalists 
would have welcomed a rejec- 
tion of the whole idea of nudear 
power technology. 

“As far as we are concerned, 
there is nevei any justification 
for nuclear energy," said Radko 
Pawlowitz of the Vienna-based 
Global 2000 environmental lob- 


by group. “The Chernobyl-type 
reactors should be closed down 
without any doubt and if we 
really want to reduce risks 
altogether we should return to 
more conventional types of 
power station.*’ 

Despite improvements made 
to the 15 Chernobyl-style 
RBMK reactors since 1986. 
many experts at the conference 
expressed doubts about 
whether they could now be 
considered safe. 

A report prepared by the In- 
ternational Atomic Energy 
Agency, one of the co-organis- 
ers of the conference, called for 
the further upgrading of the 
plants to Western safety levels: 
the cost of which has been es- 
timated at between $150m 
(£I00m)-$200m per unit. 

Given the current economic 
difGculties of-Riissia, Ukraine 
and Lithuania, funding for the 
work can come only from the 
West, leaders of whom will be 
gathering in Moscow later this 
month for a Group of Seven 
richest nations summit on nu- 
clear issues. 

Delegates in Vienna were 
also divided over the legacy of 
Chernobyl. Claims by the 
Ukrainian health ministry that 
125,000 people had died as a re- 
sult of the disaster were dis- 
puted by Western specialists, 
who claimed that fewer t han 100 
deaths could be directly attrib- 
uted to what had happened. 
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Hard sell: Messrs Yeltsin (left) and Zyuganov and the spin doctor Sir Tim Bell (right), who has reportedly been advising the President 


Shamil Burayev. There was a 
row over a widely ridiculed at- 
tempt by prosecutors to bring 
a case against Kukh\ an irrev- 
erent Spilling Image - type pro- 
gramme - an ill-judged plan that 
was eventually abandoned. Yet 
these days, NTV’s coverage of 


Mr Yeltsin has softened 
markedly. 

Critics have attributed this to 
the fact that NTV’s president, 
Igor MaJashenko. has not only 
declared support for the Pres- 
ident but also heads the infor- 
mation department for his 


re-election campaign. Mr 
MaJashenko is reportedly being 
advised by Sir Tim Bel], 
Baroness Thatcher’s former 
spin-doctor, though Sir Tim 
has refused to comment. Sir 
Tim is said to have been the in- 
spiration behind a recent ap- 


pearance on NTV of Mr 
Yeltsin’s wife, Naina, in a glow- 
ing prime-time interview, she ex- 
tolled her husband's qualities, 
which included being a dab 
band at cooking Siberian 
dumplings. 

While the television compa- 


nies are on the President's side, 
so too are many of the news- 
papers - not least because many 
of them rely on government sub- 
sidies to survive. Although the 
Communists can rely on support 
from three opposition papers 
(Prai'da, Scn’ietskaya Rossiya 


and Zavtm ), they are under fir 
from the majority of Ihe othe 
major players, including th> 
mass-circulation Argument! 
Fakxy, and Izvestia. 

However, Mr Zyuganov’ 
complaints about unfair re- 
porting would carry mon 
weight among non-Comraunis 
voters if his own views on pres 
freedom were more liberal. H< 
recently said he did not believ- 
cxiticism of the Soviet Unioj 
should necessarily be protectee 
as free speech. “We arc for ful 
freedom of expression but w> 
want the journalists to be guid 
ed by law. I do not think that i 
is an" instance of freedom of ex 
pression when those who cal 
themselves democrats ... layth 
red Soviet flag out like a doo 
mat. and wipe their feet on it. 

Fears about his views wer« 
emphasised yesterday by th< 
Fund for Protection of Glasnost 
a civil-rights group set up to pro 
tect press freedom. If M 
Zyuganov wins power, it woult 
close within six months, said it 
chairman. Alexei Simonov 
“The idea of Communist heav 
cn cannot be combined with th> 
freedom of the press." 
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Family reunion 
spells trouble 

for India’s PM 


n the move: A bam bought to house the Sherman family of seven being driven through Kansas from Goessel to McPherson Photograph: AP 


New Delhi — At the height of 
the feud between the queen 
mother of Gwalior and her 
sou, they lived walled off from 
each other in a colossal palace, 
which rises above the plains of 
central India, and never spoke. 
They inhabited rival political 
realms, too. She is a Hindu re- 
vivalist, while her son. Mad- 
havrao, belonged to the secular 
Congress party. As the queen 
mother crace remarked wither- 
ingly. “I should have let ele- 
phants trample on him when be 
was born." 

The rift in the royal house of 
Gwalior has. been one of the 
most captivating and longest- 
running sagas in Indian politics. 
Mother and son traded accu- 
sations of stealing family heir- 


After 20 years' feuding, a mother and 

son are campaigning againstRao s 
government, writes Tim McGirk 


looms. They padlocked doors m 
their 150-room Jail Was palace 
to keep each other away from 
the Persian rugs, the Belgian 


oalists. The queen mother s 
son fled to Nepal whfleto 
mother suffered in a ceD. When 
she was released in 1980, the 
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furniture. Both are MRs; neither 
the son nor the mother lost a 
chance in parliament to sling 
insults at oue other. 

However, the Gwaliors dy- 
nastic quarrel may finally have 
ended. The mother and son's re- 
union, however, is bad news for 
Narasimha Rao, the Prime 
Minister and Congress party 
leader, who inadvertently got 
the two back together again. 
The royal pair could harm Mr 
Rao's hopes of a Congress vic- 
tory in Madhya Pradesh in the 
upcoming general elections. 

The wily Prime Minister had 
gambled on revenge being a 
stronger trait among the Sdndia 
warrior dynasty than forgive- 
ness. He gambled wrong. In 
February, Mr Rao orchestrated 
a corruption scandal that tarred 
all of m$ leading challengers — 
both among the opposition 
leaders and inside Congress. Ur- 
bane, aristocratic and rid), Mr 
Sdndia was seen by 74-year-old 
Mr Rao as a rising threat Mr 
Sdndia, along with several oth- 
er cabinet ministers, was forced 
by the premier to resign for 
allegedly having accepted black 
money. He was also denied an 
election ticket. 

Instead of glowering in his 
Gwalior titadel, Mr Sdndia 
chose to figh t against Mr Rao's 
manoeuvrings. He launched a 
□ew party, the Madhya Pradesh 
Vikas Coi^ress. on Monday and 
went on the campaign trail 
inside his ancestors' Gwalior 
kingdom, which at its peak en- 
compassed 25,000 square miles. 
Although India's princes and 
nawabs were stripped of their 
titles, land and power after in- 
dependence, Mr Sdndia every- 
where is given a maharajah's 
greeting: people bow and 
reverentially touch his feeL 

The queen mother was glad- 
dened by her son's revolt 
against Congress. “Mothers 
have traditionally forgiven 
errant sons," said the tiny but 
haughty Raj Mata. Besides, she 
said, “The Sdndia name has 
been dishonoured [by the pre- 
mier] and we must fight." 

The family feud dated back 
to 1977 when the then premier, 
Indira Gandhi, assumed dicta- 
torial powers and jailed the 
Raj Mata along with hundreds 
of other politicians and jour- 


one family friend explained: 
“Madhavrao knew that Mrs 
Gandhi was very vindictive. 
She could have made a lot of 
trouble for the Scindias, 
confiscating their wealth and 
land and putting them all 
back in jail. 

Tt> the queen mothers shame 
and dismay, her son joined the 
Congress parry. He befriended 
Indira Gandhi even though she 
had tried to destroy his mother. 
It was around then that the Raj 
Mata said she wished her son 
had been trampled at birth 
by elephants. 

Mr Scindia's mother is a 



Raw Unintentionally 
reunited Sdncfia family 

leader in the right-wing Hindu 
Bharatiya Janata Parity, and 
the BJP has now withdrawn its 
candidate for the Gwalior seat. 
Many of the state's Congress 
party leaders have snubbed the 
Prime Minister and are also 
pledging support for Mr 
Sandra. In Gwalior, the 
Congress party headquarters 
is virtually deserted, according 
to newspaper reports. 

With general elections be- 
ginning on 27 April (2 and 7 
May are also polling days), the 
Congress party’s chances of 
winning a majority in parliament 
are looking dimmer. Not only 
is Mr Rao bound to lose the key 
state of Madhya Pradesh with 
the Gwalior royals fighting 
against him, but Congress 
strategists privately admit that 
the party is likely to suffer de- 
feat in the Ganges plains of 
Uttar Pradesh and Bihar as 
well as in the southern state of 
Tamil Nadu. 


Fresh fighting 
speeds exodus 
from Liberia 


NYENA77 AUJSON 

Associated Press 

Monrovia — Government 
troops, rebels and thieves ex- 
changed heavy weapons fire 
on the streets of Liberia’s 
seaside capital yesterday, speed- 
ing the country's descent into 
chaos. 

The United Nations an- 
nounced it would attempt to get 
nearly 100 of its workers out of 
the capital by boat. A US 
spokesman said a British mer- 
chant ship was offshore and 
would soon join the military 
operations. 

Government troops resumed 
shelling of the militar y bar- 
racks where thousands of sup- 
porters of the warlord 
Rooseveft Johnson are holed 
up. Large explosions were 
heard throughout the city. 

Witnesses said two children 
were killed and 17 people were 
wounded by mortar fire at the 
barracks yesterday morning. 
Overnight shelling killed seven 
people in a barracks church. 

Government troops — many 
of whom are former rebels 
brought into the military when 
a peace accord was reached last 
year - were reported ransack- 
ing and taking over houses. 


“Nowhere is safe, not even 
your bathroom," said Martha 
Sebwe, a nurse at the military 
hospital who fled to the 
Mamba Point Hotel, where 500 
people were holed up. 

More than 900 people had 
been evacuated by US military 
helicopters by yesterday morn- 
ing, after a day of looting and 
fighting between rival rebels and 
peace-keepers who appeared to 
join in the looting on Thursday. 

f m ill nnn . . 



i Liberians, have sought 
refuge in the embassy com- 
pound and UN offices since 
fighting broke out between 
rebels and government troops 
last Saturday. 

A spokesman for the peace- 
keeping troops said the Ghana- 
ian President, Jerry Rawlings, 
had arrived with a diplomatic 
delegation from members of the 
Economic Community of West 
African States to help mediate 
a potential ceasefire. 

The violence has taken iistoll 
on Monrovia. Food and medi- 
cine are scarce and residents 
axe desperate. 

“Lord, please help us out of 
this madness," said Maima 
Jones, a housewife, “Your 
children are dying.” 
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EU puts 
budget 
powers on 
agenda 


5 a 5 

international S 


SARAH HELM 

Verona 

Radical new plans which could 
open the way for a common Eu- 
ropean fiscal policy will be dis- 
cussed today by European 
finance ministers as part of a 
new drive to create a single 
currency. 

The plans, which would ef- 
fectively subject national bud- 
get planing to greater joint EU 
decision-making, are certain to 
fuel British fears that the single 
currency would undermine sov- 
ereignty. The aim is to make EU 

countries inside and outside 
monetary union keep their 
spending under control, so that 
the angle currency remains sta- 
ble and keeps its value. 

Yves Thibault de Silguy, the 
EU commissioner for monetary 
affairs, said the intention of the 
programme is to make countries 
meet the economic conver- 



Yves-Thibautt de Silguy: 
Peer group pressure 

gence rules set out in the Maas- 
tricht treaty. He spoke as 
finance ministers gathered for 
an informal meeting in Verona. 

Mr de Silguy outlined a sys- 
tem under which finance min- 
isters might in future have to 
submit their taxing and public 
spending plans to their Euro- 
pean partners for agreement, 
should their economies appear 
to be running into trouble. If the 
plans were not deemed to be 
tough enough to keep the na- 
tional budget in line, the EU 
council might propose alterna- 
tives. In effect, he said the 
council would become a “coun- 
cil of stability”. 

“It would be up to the coun- 
cil to evaluate progress,” said 
the commissioner. Mr de Silguy 
spoke of the need for “peer 
group pressure" to keep coun- 
tries on the right track. 

One set of stricter new rules 


Walesa gets 
presidential 
pension 


ADRIAN BRIDGE 

Central Europe Correspondent 

The former Polish President 
Lech Walesa's dramatic return 
to his old job as an electrician 
has ended before it really got 
started with news yesterday 
that he is to receive a pension 
of $2,600 (£1.700) a month. 

After fierce debate, MPs de- 
rided overwhelmingly that Mr 
Walesa's services to the state de- 
served to be recognised - as did 
those of two other previous 
presidents: Wojciech Jaruzels- 
ki, the country's last com m u n ist 
leader, and Rys 2 ard Kac- 
zorowski. the last leader of the 

Polish government-in -exile set 

up in London during the war. 

Mr Walesa, who was narrowly 
defeated in November's presi- 
dential election by the former 
communist AJeksander Kwas- 
niewski, had complained that no 
provision had been made for 
him after he handed over office 
at the end of last year. 

To underline the point, he an- 
nounced his intention to take up 
his old job as an electrician at 
the Gdansk shipyard where he 
founded the Solidarity trade 
union and where his former 
bosses said they would be 
delighted to have him back. 

In a highly-publicised return 
to the yard earlier this month, 
Mr Walesa said he needed the 
$260 a month electrician's pay 
in order to make ends meet. 

Part of the reason for the 
delay in awarding the pension 
was due to misgivings natty MPs 
felt making a sirailar provision 
for Mr Jaruzriski, who declared 
martial law in the country in 
1980. But Mr Jarnzefeki said yes- 
terday that he would not collect 
his presidential pension as be 
was already getting one as a re- 
tired army general.. 


would be drawn up for countries 
seeking to meet the Maastricht 
rales in order lo quality for mon- 
etary union, and another set 
would be drawn up for those 
countries already inside EMU. 

Rules for economic conver- 
gence already exist under the 
treaty, which also includes pro- 
vision for sanctions. Bui Mr de 
Silguy suggested yesterday thaL 
support was now growing for a 
far tighter programme of “au- 
tomatic" rules and penalties lo 
encourage all countries to keep 
to the rules, particularly on 
budget deficits. 

Mr de Silguy spoke of a new 
“stability programme”. The 
programme, he said, would in- 
volve “auto-correctional" bud- 
getary measures. He also 
floated the idea of a new “multi- 
lateral surveillance system" for 
EU economies which might be 
operated by the European 
Commission. 

Kenneth Clarke, the Chan- 
cellor, was already expecting to 
do battle in Verona over EU 
moves to encourage Britain to 
join a new exchange rate mech- 
anism in the run up to mone- 
tary union. As news of the new 
“stability programme’' emerged 
it seemed certain that Mr 
Garke will now have to defend 
another flank, with national 
powers over fiscal and monetary 
matters both under assault 

Signs that the EU might be 
moving towards developing a 
common fiscal policy have been 
slowly emerging in recent 
months. There has been grow- 
ing concent about how to bring 
countries into line in the run up 
to monetary union. But concern 
has also focused on how to force 
countries which do join to con- 
tinue to obey the convergence 
rules. 

In November Then Waigel, 
the German finance minister, 
proposed a “stability pact", 
threatening fines for countries 
which join the single currency 
if they then failed to maintain 
the Maastricht criteria. The “sta- 
bility programme" appears to 
have grown out of tins plan. 

The Commission appeared 
wary yesterday of giving too 
much detail of the plan, which 
officials acknowledge would be 
viewed as highly controversial 
in Britain and some other mem- 
ber states. “We are not drawing 
a new scheme to tell Britain 
what taxes to level,” said one 
Commission official. “We are 
not setting out an economic 
blue-print for the rest of lime." 


Hoaxed: Canadians pay £60,000 after mother's tragic TV cancer appeal 



Out of the shadows: Donna Mercier in silhouette on television and (right) leaving a Toronto police station after being charged Photographs: AP 

Tale of the victim who never was 


DAVID CRARY 

Associated Press 

Toronto — it was a heart- 
breaking talc that moved Cana- 
dians nationwide: a young, 
single mother, dying of cancer, 
victimized by a purse snatcher. 
Yesterday, after a week-long 
outpouring of generosity, it 
turned out that the public had 
been the victims of a hoax. 

Toronto police, whose 
poignant account of the 
woman's story prompted Cana- 
dians to send her $112,000 
(£60.000) in gifts, announced 
that Donna Merrier, 27, had 
been charged with public mis- 
chief. She declined to speak to 


reporters when released from 
custody, but her lawyer, Paul 
Laye&ky, said the charge related 
lo reporting a crime that al- 
legedly did not occur. Ms Layef- 
sky said she would plead 
innocence. 

Further details of the case 
were due to be released yes- 
terday. But the arrest followed 
media disclosures over the past 
two days that began to eat away 
at what had seemed to be one 
of the most heart-warming sto- 
ries in Canada this year. 

It turned out that Merrier did 
not have cancer. Police said she 
had a kidney ailment insteacL 
and there were conflicting re- 
ports about its seriousness. 


Then the Tbronto Star reported 
that Merrier was convicted of 
public mischief in 1987 after 
claiming she had been raped by 
two men. She later admitted 
that she had lied and pleaded 
guilty to the mischief charge. 

On Wednesday, police froze 
the bank account set up for the 
woman and stepped up an in- 
vestigation into her claims. 
Merrier, whose name was not 
disclosed until Wednesday, be- 
came the object of national at- 
tention on 4 April when police 
reported a purse-snatching 
from a cancer-stricken single 
mother. Police said she had 
lost money, identification and 
a bus ticket for her son, so he 


could be with relatives after her 
death. 

Police said the woman never 
asked for help or money, and 
had to be persuaded to let 
them go public with the story of 
the theft in the hope that pub- 
licity would lead to recovery oF 
her purse. 

When the story was report- 
ed on television and in news- 
papers, donations and offers of 
help flowed in. A bank account 
was opened for the woman, who 
asked not to be identified be- 
cause she said she had recent- 
ly left an abusive relationship. 

As the donations piled up, she 
appeared at a news confer- 
ence, tearfully thanking her 


donors and asking that (hey stop 
sending money. “I wish I could 
put everyone inside my heart, 
so they would know how thank- 
ful I am," she saicLBut after her 
darkened silhouette was shown 
on television, anonymous callers 
telephoned police and the me- 
dia. saying they recognized her 
and disputing her story. 

Police Chief David Boothby 
said the outpouring of gen- 
erosity still showed Toronto 
“was a real, caring city." An- 
other official said that if it was 
proved the stoiy was a hoax, po- 
lice department would seek 
some other “worthwhile, fuOy 
accountable" destination for 
the donations. 


Cautious meat-eaters opt for Te vegiburger’ 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 

“It’s vegetarian," the waiteT 
said, saying the word very 
slowly, syllable by syllable. 
“That means it’s got no meat in 
it. Is that what you want, 
madame'T This was the less than 
enthusiastic sales pitch for the 
le vegiburger, the new departure 
for Hippopotamus, the french . 
restaurant chain famous for its 
charcoal-gril! ed meat. 

The arrival of the vegiburger at 
Hippo tam us was planned, the 
management says, long before 
the beef scare. But its launch was 
brought forward a couple of 
weeks, expanding the restau- 
rants' non-beef options, and the 
printed menu does not yet 
recognise the fart I scanned it 
several times before establishing 
that the vegiburger merited only 
a discreet notice on the table, list- 
ing the alternatives to beet leg 
of lamb, grilled pork, vegibiug- 
er, salad Nicoise. salmon. 


Hippopotamus says that it in- 
troduced the non-meat burger 
lo cater for what seemedT a 
growing number of mainly 
younger customers who or- 
dered a salad or a combination 
plate, then proceeded to pick 
out the bits of meat and leave 
them tidily on the side. Even at 
Hippopotamus, which adver- 
tises itself as a “meat lovers' 
haven",.vegetarianism was start- 
ing to be noticed. 

The trend was small but, in 
a country where a meal is often 
not considered a meal without 
a decent piece of meat, signif- 
icant. According to official 
statistics, meat consumption in 
France declined by almost 3 per 
cent in 1994, an unprecedent- 
ed fall. 

Now, the beef crisis is push- 
ing vegetarianism further into 
respectability. It commands a 
new interest, if not respect. 
Over the past two weeks, as 
French ministers, meat whole- 
salers and butchers have been 


trying to talk up the languish- 
ing beef market, the few vege- 
tarian restaurants in Paris and 
other big cities have registered 
a 30 per cent increase in custom. 
Newspapers and magazines 
have started printing vegetari- 
an recipes. People are talking 
about “alternatives". 

At Hippopotamus, though, 
the waiters and customers seem 
far from convinced. Once iden- 
tified and selected, le vegiburg- 


er is treated as honoraiy meat 
“Rare or medium?" the waiter 
asked. “Sauce?” 

I slopped him. “What sort of 
sauce comes with a vegiburger”" 
“Any of the usual ones: bear- 
noise , shallot, black pepper ..." 
When it arrived, “medium”, 
the vegiburger was chargrilled, 
slightly piquant, with a dis- 
cernible mit content, soya, same 
tana to perhaps- but stiD an un- 
familiar presence between the 


two halves of a French sesame 
bun. 

Mine was the only vegiburg- 
er in sight in the crowded 
restaurant. To my left a couple 
ordered plates of beef carpac- 
cio; two beef tartars arrived fur- 
ther down; three hamburgers 
(rare) behind me, and two huge 
steaks (extra rare) to the right. 
Vegetarian awareness may be 
growing, slowly. But meat-eat- 
ing is not yet out of fashion. 


Quebec 
language 
police go 
for the 

matzohs 


HUGH WINSOR 

in Ottawa 

They’re railing it “Matzohgat." 
after over-zealous Quebec lan- 
guage police swooped on Jew- 
ish delicatessens this week and 
ordered religious speciality 
foods, some of which had been 
imported for the Passover, to be 
taken off the shelves because 
they did not have French labels. 

The move by inspectors from 
the Office de la Langue Franc- 
aise has provoked an outcry 
from Quebec's 100,000 strong 
Jewish community and moder- 
ate Francophone Quebecers 
who fear a sabotage of premier 
Lurien Bouchard's recent over- 
tures to the province’s E ng lish 
and immigrant communities. 

Although Quebec and Cana- 
dian laws require all consumer 
goods to be labelled in both 
English and French, officials 
have traditionally ignored the 
Kosher malzoh balls, farfeh 
and gefilte fish imported from 
the US for Jewish holidays. 
The Canadian market is not big 
enough to justify production of 
the kosher specialties locally and 
there has been a similar polity 
towards foods imported for the 
Chinese community. 

But the fact militants in the 
French language bureau chose 
this particular time to swoop is 
seen as significant. 

The language police were 
established almost two decades 
ago when all languages other 
than French were prohibited 
from outdoor signs. That law 
was recently eased, however, to 
permit other languages as long 
as French predominates. 

This followed last fall’s ref- 
erendum on independence in 
which former premier Jacques 
Parizeau blamed the separatists’ 
close loss on “ethnics and mon- 
ey". a not-too-subtle reference 
to Montreal's prosperous Jews. 

Since Mr Bouchard took over 
earlier this year he has tried to 
ralm the English and immigrant 
communities. This in turn has 
led to a backlash among some 
of French-speaking militants 
and bureaucrats whose raison 
d’etre is enforcing French laws. 
Now Mr Bouchard's credibili- 
ty on the line. 


New GSM Panasonic. 
Save money in seconds 
with free calls. 


Panasonic 

NEW GSM MODEL 350. 

♦ Up to 18 hours standby-tune 

♦ Up to 80 mins talk-time 

♦ 50 nam^number memory 
stored on SIM 

♦ Baddit keypad aid display 

♦ Short message send and 
receive factfily 

♦ Data compatible 

♦ Weight 220g 
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by The Royal Mint md Empmtattd wbUn die andope 


1 J new footfall 
from the BoyiJ M*fl 
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IndMd ni Hy numbered 

Bftbta tbe edUao 


T oday yon can reserve 5 new Royal 
BiaflL stamps and the revoulntionary 
new £2 coin from the Royal Mint - 
combined together on the ‘Celebration of 
Football’ Coin First Day Cover. 

Sensational New Royal Mint £2 Coin 

Britain’s new 19 96 £2 coin is already causing a 
sensation. For this is the first ever British coin to 
have a ‘dished’ or concave reverse. A highly unusual 
design that has the potential to rank it among the 
most collectable coins ever. 

Five New Royal Mail Stamps 

Britain's new postage stamps feature 5 of our greatest 
ever footballing talents including 1966 Viforld Cup 
winning captain, the late, great Bobby Moore. 



Available exclusively from The Westminster 
Collection, each Coin First Day Cover is a 
special limited edition that can never be 
repeared - guaranteed and certified by the 
one-day-only First Day of Issue postmark. 

Issued Only On 14th May 1996 
Please Don't Delay 

Don't miss this exclusive opportunity to own a genuine 
piece of British sporting history. Reserve yours nowl 
There’s a maximum of 5 covers pear order. 
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Back Guarantee 
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When you 


can't talk to 

anyone, 

talk to us. 


Despair doesn’t work nine to five. 
Despair comes in the small hours of the 
night, or on Christmas Day. It comes at 
weekends, or when you’re surrounded 
by people. 

Samaritans work round the clock, 
every day of the year. When you pick 
up the phone, there’ll be someone there 
to help pick up the pieces. 

You won’t be put on hold, or put 
through a grilling. And you won’t be 
judged or talked down to. 

Our number’s in the phone book, 
and every call is confidential. We’ll be 
there to talk to you. 
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It’s funny how your 
priorities change. A year 
ago I kept well away 
from American-style malls, 
preferring the 
unpredictability of the 
city centre with its market 
and small shops, its 
buskers and ‘Big Issue’ 
sellers. But since my son, 
Adam, was born last 
August, I have started to 
see things differently 


PICTURE STORY 2 

INTER VE\Y\... -3 

SHOPPING.;...-.. 4-5 


ARTS 

BOONS . .. . 
MOTORING 
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One of the greatest 
mysteries of the Thatcher 
years was how the PM’s 
husband managed to avoid 
the sarcastic opprobrium 
that is routinely heaped 
onto female political 
consorts. No one ever 
suggested Denis was 
pulling the strings. He 
never seemed anything 
more than a hen-pecked 
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‘Ritch bitch,’ he said. 

And all my friend was 
doing was filling her 
£6,995 car at a petrol 
station in Derby. And, 
no, she was not dressed 
in mink, nor even in 
Prada. This friend is 
neither rich nor a bitch. 
But, for her sins, she does 
drive a two-tone second- 
hand Rolls-Royce Silver 
Shadow 


GARDENING 
COUNTRY.... 
TRAVEL 


PROPERTY ...21 

MONEY 22-25 

GOING OUT ........ 25 


TV & RADIO 

TODAY.... 2S 

SUNDAY,... „..„„,27 
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More thought, less effort 

Wolf Garden, Ross-on-Vtye, Herefordshire HR9 5NE. 
Brochure hotline: 01989 767600 
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"Rib horizons of Soweto children rarely stretch beyond the tumbledown shacks that scatter their landscape. Few go to school, but are less likely to commit street crime or toll victim to it as a result of Trans-Sizwe. Ibis 400-strong security firm, set up in 1393 to meet the 
demand tor law-enforcement from businesses, shopping centres and stations, has a widespread presence in the camps, which are regarded by the state police as no-go areas 


scums 


The end of apartheid brought hope to 
the millions living in the shanty towns of 
South Africa. But the problems of 
poverty, social unrest and crime have 
continiied Emma Boam visited Chris 
Hanfe squatter camp in Soweto to 
record living conditions and found that 
since the setting up of Trans-Sizwe, a 
private security firm comprising many 
former ANC guerillas, the quality of fife 
has slowly stated to improve 



Three members of Trans-Sizwe, which comprises former members of the ANC, veterans from the 
Angolan war and ex-prisoners. All are highly trained in secret bunkers in Soweto 
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Despite the temporary nature of their accommodation, the squatters are keen to mark out their territory to secure ownership and deter burglars 
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Weapons collected from youths who are stopped and Two common sights: (above) animals are often kept for a spot of subsistence forming, white 
searched at Cliptown station, which is on the main- (right), despite or perhaps because of Die poverty, families stay close-knit Here, a boy 
line through Soweto stands between his mother and grandmother 
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Deborah Warner is one of our leading 
theatre directors, but she doesn't like 
working in theatres. She'd rather stage 
The Waste Land' down a lift shaft than 
at the National any day. By Paul Taylor. 
Photographs by Neil Libbert 


I f there’s one thing Deborah Warner finds 
fatally limiting, it’s people “who think they 
know the shape of theatre*. Fixed ideas on 
either the sort of spaces theatre is permit- 
ted to inhabit or the forms it is allowed to 
take are abhorrent to her. This may account 
for why she is to be found at the moment trav- 
elling around the world - Paris, Montreal, 
Toronto, Milan - with her production of TS 
Eliot’s The Waste Land , a text which was very 
much pot written as a theatre piece and which 
is performed by Fiona Shaw in non-theatrical 
sites selected by Warner for their atmospheric 
reaction with this great modernist poem and its 
famous “heap of broken images”. 

The evocative power of buildings seems to 
have become an obsession with the multi- 
award-winning 36-year-old director. One of the 
strangest and most memorable successes of last 
year’s l TFT festival for example, was Warner's 
St Pancras Project , which treated the grand, 
wrecked, abandoned interior of Gilbert Scott’s 
Victorian Gothic station hotel as a sort of 
“found poem” on the theme of suspension 
between two lives. Audience members, if so they 
could still be called, were sent individually 
through it on a mapped -out “fantastical walk . 
Inverting normal theatrical convention, where 
the building houses a communally shared expe- 
rience, the building in this case constituted the 
experience, as vestigial ghosts of its former exis- 
tence stirred, flitted, and balf-matenahsed at 
the corner of your eye, making you feel like 
Alice alone in a serially haunting dream. 

If Warner were to write a book about her 
‘ adventures and misadventures parching out 
locations for The Waste Land, “Lets do the 
show right here!” would make a neatly ironic 
.title -^Brussels, where the piece originated, 
she found an abandoned department store 
“which bad a marvellous lifrwell dowitbemd- 
tfle. We were going to put Fiona at the bomim 
of the well with the audience lookmg down. It 
would have been a terrific spanaJ relationship. 
Permission fell through, thougfoas it for 
putting Shaw in one of the booths m^the 
mission-control-Uke new conference chambers 
of the European Parliament, with the audience 
in the green armchairs receivmg the jHeqe 
through translation headphones. Die ParUa- 
mentdidn’t much care for die title of tbe work; 
while Nefl Kinnock’s office, to which she 


appealed, said: “Now, if it had been a Welsh 
poem, there would have been no problem." 

Boom towns - “where everything has just 
been turned into a new night-club" - are par- 
ticularly tricky. When Warner finally found tbe 
perfect deserted, derelict spot in Toronto, it 
turned out that the ground on which the tin hut 
in question stood was poisoned (“2 quite liked 
that”). But if, from the artistic perspective, this 
merely enhanced the setting's charm and rel- 
evance to a poem about spiritual sterility, it also, 
from tbe authorities' point of view, ruled it out. 
Each city, though, has, finally, come up with the 
goods. In Dublin, for example. The Waste 
Land was staged at an abandoned English fort 
atop a hUl in Phoenix Park in the low, dome- 
ceiiinged 18th-centuiy bunkers where they 
kept the gunpowder. “The space was abstract,’’ 
says Warner: “it was almost like walking into 
someone’s brain." 

I caught up with the production a fortnight 
ago in Paris, where Shaw performed the poem 
in tbe intimate Amphith&ltre de Morph ologie, 
where students take life-drawing classes at the 
Ecole nationale supdrieure des Beaux- Arts. 
Paris was a good spot on the itinerary at which 
to intersect with this show and not just because, 
by now, the actress has developed a deep, vir- 
tuosic inwardness with the material dr because 
the French capital - where Warner and Shaw 
(“le tandem -anglais") made the front page of 
Le Monde in Januaiy when the National’s 
Richard 27 (with Shaw as king) hit town - houses 
a wildly appreciative audience for this English 
director’s work (sbe ? s been made a Oievalier 
de rOrdre des Arts et des Lettres). More 
tellingly, Paris has also emerged as an alterna- 
tive source of subsidy for her imagination. 

Tfro years agp, Wirner’s staging of Samuel 
Beckett's Footfalls at the Garrick Theatre was 
the subject of scandal, when her reallocation of 
some of, the lines and her deviation from the 
pedanticdead letter, if not the spirit of the play’s 
stage directions caused the Beckett Estate to 
issue kfanva on the projected European tour 
and TV version. One hide noticed irony of the 
affair is that this conscious attempt to break the 
pattern of West End theatre-going (the Garrick 
interior dislocatingly transformed; the show, 
lasting an intense 20 minutes, performed twice- 
nightly at £4 a ticket) was produced by MC 93 
Bobigny, a generously funded French theatre in 


a very big outer circle borough of Paris that hap- 
pens to be run by the Communists. (The same 
outfit sponsored the French runs of Richard II, 
to the tune of £260.000, and of The Waste Land . ) 
Among Warner's plans for the coming year are 
a production of either Miss Julie or A Doll’s 
House at the Odton with Isabelle Huppert in 
the leading role. At an enigmatic point in Eng- 
lish theatre's fortunes - with Trevor Nunn, the 
surprise artistic director designate of the 
National, yet to disclose his hand - Paris offers 
a revealing perspective from which to look at a 
key young English director’s relationship with 
her native theatre and the challenges she faces 
in securing imaginative freedom. 

There was a period recently of about two 
years when Wfarner, one of the National's asso- 
ciates, significantly produced no work oa the 
South Bank. She has grown much fonder of the 
place of late - particularly since Richard Eyre, 
whom she describes as a “pretty glorious god- 
father", gave his consent to her dream of direct- 
ing Fiona Shaw as Richard n. You can sense, 
though, her frustration at the English tradition 
of subsidising buildings rather than people, with 
the result that the buildings can end up running 
the people, who then don’t end up running the 
art: “If I were French, I would be funded as an 
individual." The National Theatre is prepared 
to subsidise one’s imagination, she points out, 
“as long as one’s imagination is contained 
within the walls of the National Theatre". 

The sticking point, for her, is that, unlike 
Bobigny (with its infinitely adaptable, 900-seater 
empty box of a main house) or the Berlin 
Schaubuhne (with its three flexibly intercon- 
necting hangar-like expanses), the National has 
“no versatile space of scale”, the Cottesloe, the 
South Bank bunker’s only flexible house, being 
limited by its 400-seat capacity. She did once 
try to make a Beckett piece in the big and rather 
beautiful paint-frame there, but the Borough 
of Lambeth wouldn't grant a licence. The archi- 
tectural limitations of the National are some- 
thing she’s been brooding on while pondering 
a possible production of As You Like It, a work 
which offers the opportunity for magical play 
with changing dimensions on the move from the 
court to the Forest of Arden. 

Bobigny could certainly co-produce with, say, 
Frankfurt the kind of vision of the piece she 
aspires to achieve. The only equivalent space 


it could transfer to in London, she argues, is the 
Riverside Studios (where her celebrated, open- 
heart surgeiy RSC production of Electro was 
remounted). But the Riverside doesn't have the 
necessary producing money and the National 
can’t afford to take on umbrella projects. The 
idea of having to go abroad to do a big Shake- 
speare play with a large group of English actors, 
and not being 3ble to bring it home, she finds 
a dismaying prospect; and if she were to secure 
the foreign money to do so, “it would be a ter- 
ribly, terribly unbalanced act. It means th3t the 
rest of Europe would be subsidising the 
National to put a show on outside itself." 

It is known that the Royal Court's Stephen 
Dal dry. regarded as one of the main contenders 
for the top job at the National, sounded 
Warner out by phone. Ail she will say of what 
passed between them is that she urged him to 
press ahead. It’s mouth-watering to imagine 
what might have come from the combination 
of the daring and maverick producing skills of 
Dal dry (to whom effecting major theatrical 
face-lifts and charming money from stone 
seem to come as easily as breathing) and 
Warner’s pure, radical vision of what theatre 
might be. The hope is that Trevor Nunn, who 
has little to prove in the directing stakes, will 
throw his creative energies into the production 
side. Were he to offer Warner a permanent role 
at his National, she would consider it very care- 
fully - but, she tells me, “the conversation would 
have to be the one we've just had”. 

Her staging of Waste Land demonstrates in 
abundance a strength detectable in Vtamer's 
work since the early Kick Theatre Shake- 
speares she directed in her twenties: an ability 
to illuminate the complex or the rhetorically 
puzzling by cutting straight to the heart of the 
human emotion behind it. This is evident here 
from the moment when Fiona Shaw steps 
through a tall, narrow door into the spookily 
lit chamber where the arms of two straining 
classical statues of naked men throw arches of 
black shadow on the back wall. Hesitating at 
the threshold, she delivers that famous first line. 
‘April is the cruellest month", not as some lap- 
idary, impersonal statement, but with the 
flouncing shrug and raised-eyes manner of 
some society preacher announcing that “Ascot 
is the biggest bore". 

So surprising you almost laugh out loud, yet 


also so penetrating, in its affected weariness and 
hint of inverted commas. It thrustsyou straight 
into the world of the poem which dramatises 
spiritual drought, a state in which it is perfectly 
possible to be Oh-so- knowing about cultural 
reference points, while desperately lacking a liv- 
ing connection with any culture. 

Tbe original intention, given the setting, had 
been to present Shaw as a model who suddenly 
voices, after hours, the thoughts that had run 
through her brain during the enforced silence 
of the working day. That idea is left implicit, 
though, in a performance that dazzlingly encom- 
passes the multiple identities in Eliot's poem. 
Sometimes, she achieves these shifts in convul- 
sive outbursts or lightning involuntary switches 
of attention, as though she were the medium 
through which these voices were roughly forc- 
ing their way out Her cropped hair and bony 
androgynous look are perfect for the timeless, 
suffering and ambiguous presence of Tiresias, 
the blind prophet who has been both genders 
and through whose eyes we see the squalid, futile 
sex that emphasises the isolation in this waste- 
land. Warner had worried, at first, about 
whether you could take people so swiftly on such 
a cryptic journey through such difficult ten-ain. 
The inference she has drawn from the emotional 
impact it unfailingly makes is of “how slowly 
audiences are usually taken through things". 

At some as yet unspecified date, the" pro- 
duction will end its life in London, the city which 
the poem makes the paradigm of all cities and 
whose commuters (“The crowd flowed over 
London Bridge, so many / 1 had not thought 
death had undone so many") are likened to 
Dante’s spiritual dead in the Inferno. The vast 
chambers of the new British Library, before the 
books are put in, is one of the sites, permission 
permitting, that Warner has earmarked as a 
possible space for the London staging. Were this 
to coincide with a projected revival of the St 
Pancras Project in July, it would mean that 
Warner was slowly colonising King’s Cross. She 
jokes that she should set up a concurrent pro- 
duction in the Red Light district (“You could 
have the critics cruising by in cars. Do you know 
any cruisers . . ?") and I suggest that she would 
then have become to this patch of non-theatre 
land what Bill Kenwright. no less, is to Shaftes- 
buiy Avenue. A distinctly piquant but not 
untypical piece of frontier-shifting. 


Above: Deborah Warner; frustrated by the English insistence on subsidising buildings rather than people. Left: Fiona Sbaw on tbe set of The Waste Land, Paris 
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shopping 



bazaar 



Checkout Harrods 


What is ft? A small Knightsbridge republic, Harrods’ 
handsome Victorian buildings stretch over four acres 
of prime shopping turf. The store began life as a 
comer shop, but expanded rapidly, its posh moniker 
becoming a by-word for luxury. Now one of London's 
top tourist magnets, rarefied opulence is lost in a 
blizzard of green and gold gift merchandising. 


Customers? In its heyday, Oscar Wilde and Lily 
Langtree ran tabs here. These day's you’re more likely 
to be buffeted by German and American tourists. 


Services: Harrods promised a “cradle to grave 1 ' 
package with a nursery and undertaking service. The 
store still has a bank, pub, and interior design studio. 
.And you can stash that troublesome fur in the store’s 
subterranean vault. 


What To Buy? If you've got the smackers, the sky's the 
limit: Bronze Egyptian torch holders, a snip at £5.495, 
perfect for that Kubla Khan look. The beautifully tiled 
foodhall stocks 1JOO wines and 350 cheeses, as well as 
fashionable safari food like Kangaroo steak t£19.80/kg) 
or Ostrich slicing sausage with pistachios (£2/100g). 



What Not To buy? Oysters for two at a tiny bar in 
the foodhall. At £100 these standard platters aren’t 
exactly a bargain and the pressing crowds are enough 
to give the most determined snob indigestion. 
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Close call: 
Tony and 
baby last 

the facilities 






Good thing 


Merlin’s Lamp 
£12.95 


What’s a man to do with a wet nappy; 







Rid your rooms 
of stale cigarette 
smoke or any 
other nasty smells 
with Green & 

Pleasant’s stylish 

terracotta burner. Each conical lamp comes with a 
box of powdered Cade, a mystical substance which 
smells of juniper and rosemaiy and which, legend 
has it. Merlin used to ward off witches. Refill* packs 
cost £3.95. 


One man and his baby go shopping in Cambridge. Natural it may be, simple it isn't. By Tony Kelly 


Green & Pleasant ( 0181-563 2349 for mail order l 


Mad thing 


Rain Stick - from £10.00 : 


Total Stress relief in a . A '■ 
big stick. Rainsticks 

intended as percussive .-0*^ .‘'-■""M 

ceremonial instruments \j I t|! 

and originated in South 

America. But the H . ?--} M 

soothing, and frankly . , A--' 

addictive sound of - 'A-'A | ; 

heavy rain they create 

has become a popular 

alternative to worry r^-.-.C^I^ 

dog kicking as forms of 
stress relief. The dried *' 

cactus sticks come from Chile and exactly how they 
are made remains a mystery. 


Tuft's from the Earth (0171 7204990). 


I used to think shopping was easy - an hour 
on the pay-and-display and a quick dash 
from shop to shop. But since my son. 
Adam, was horn last August I have 
started to see things differently. As any 
parent will know, a trip to the shops with 
a baby can soon turn into an obstacle course 
as you Uy to manoeuvre a push-chair up nar- 
row steps and through heavy, unwilling 
doors. Becoming a parent certainly opens 
your eyes to the problems faced by people 
in wheelchairs. 

Babies have other needs too - they have 
to be fed and changed regularly. For women 
this means finding somewhere to breast-feed 
in privacy and warmth: for men it means a 
search for a changing-room that is not 
women-only. You start to plan your shopping 
trips, not according to what you want to buy 
but to where the best facilities are. So the 
week before Easter Adam and I set out for 
Cambridge (our nearest large town) on a 
highly unscientific survey to discover which 
shops were the most father- and baby- 
friendly. 

We started in Woolworths. chock-a-block 
with people buying Easter eggs- At eight 
months Adam is too young for chocolate so 
I decided to look at the toys on the first floor. 
In trying to get the push-chair upstairs we 
encountered a forbidding notice: “Under no 
circumstances may customers use the lifts 
without a member of staff”. Why not, 1 asked 
the attendant once I had managed to locate 


her. Apparently it’s because the lift goes to 
the store room as well. Wouldn't it be eas- 
ier simply to lock the store room and not 
make customers feci such a nuisance? 

Boots is always high on the shopping list 
these days - nappies, baby food, cotton wool. 
I bought some toothpaste and decided to 
investigate the arrangements for parents with 
babies in tow. “Fathers are welcome to use 
this facility,” said a note on the door of the 
Mother and Baby Roam. “Before entering 
please check with a member of the Baby 
Department." A quick sniff revealed no 
urgent need, so rather than disturb a breast- 
feeding mum purely in the interests of 
research I moved on. 

Robert Sayle is the Cambridge branch of 
John Lewis, the co-operative department 
store known for its enlightened approach. 
For weeks I had been planning to buy a new 
wok, and with Adam heavily into pureed 
vegetables we needed a new liquidiser as 
well. The kitchen department is in the base- 
menu and when 1 found three difficult 
flights of stairs but no lift I asked an assis- 


By now nature was calling us both so we 
headed for the public toilets beside the 
Library. The baby-changing facilities were in 
the Ladies' so I asked the attendant in the 
gents' how I could use them. “You can't” 
was his blunt reply “but you could try the dis- 
abled toilet at the bus station.” When I got 
there the disabled loo was locked and you 
needed a RADAR key (issued to registered 
disabled people) to get in. Once again there 
was a changing-room inside the Ladies’, but 
despite a notice warning of a male cleaner 
in attendance I didn’t feel like charging in 
to investigate. 

I’d never been to a McDonalds but I'd 
heard you could change your b3by there. This 
being Cambridge, where there was long 
resistance to the very idea of a McDonalds, 
it has a wood-panelled shop front and fake 
Gothic pillars inside. Baby-changing was 


advertised as being inside the disabled toilet 
but the door was locked, there was no-one 


tant what I should do. “The building is too 


old to take a lift" she said. “I'll give you a 
hand down the stairs if you like. Or you can 
leave the baby behind the counter, or leave 
the chair and take the baby." An impressive 
range of choices, and helpful personal atten- 
tion. But I wasn’t going to leave my baby with 
a stranger and I didn't feel like carrying a 
baby, a liquidiser and a wok. 


but the door was locked, there was no-one 
around and since I had no intention of buy- 
ing a BigMac and fries I didn’t want to draw 
attention to myself! Increasingly desperate, 
we sneaked away. 

Around the corner we found what we 
wanted. Eaden Lilley is a department store 
with an Italianate cafe on the top floor. Dad 
was ready for a cup of tea, Adam was ready 
for a dean nappy and this seemed just the 
place. At last, a baby-changing room for 
mums or dads, separate from the toilets, with 
a large changing-mat and rolls of clean 


paper. But why. oh why. do you have to go 
down some steps to reach it? 

Back in the sun, Adam was getting thirsty 
and fortunately we had arranged to meet his 
mother in the Grafton Centre. It’s funny how 
your priorities change. A year ago I kept well 
away from this American-style mall, pre- 
ferring the unpredictability of the city cen- 
tre with its market and small shops, its 
buskers and Big Issue sellers, sunshine and 
rain. But now child-friendliness is what 
matters and the Grafton Centre is as friendly 
as you can get automatic doors, ramps 
instead of steps, and parent-and-baby rooms 
in every shop from BHS and Debenhams to 
the Early Learning Centre. Plus, of course, 
no cars. 

Inevitably, there is a Mothercare. If any 
shop should be baby-friendly it is this one - 
and despite the name, it is father-friendly too. 
Mother disappeared into the “mummy’s 
room” to feed Adam in peace: then father 
took him into the large, lockable “parent's 
room" with its changing-mat, bottle-warmer, 
and a toilet which solves the eternal problem 
(for women especially) of how to squeeze a 
push-chair into a tiny cubicle. 

This seems the perfect answer for both 
mums and dads, one that respects the rights 
of women to breast-feed in private and of 
men to go shopping with their babies. My 
only complaint is that you have to put up with 
a talking tree and a series of infuriating jin- 
gles to get there. 



Tel: 0171 293 2222 
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fee 0171 293 2505 




Unusual Gifts 


House and Home 


House and Home 


Health & Leisure 


BIRTHDAYS 


ANNIVERSARIES 


1 1 Gifts to India & Pakistan 


from only £14.99! 


FACTORY SHOP 

SOFAS & SOFA BEDS 


Wide 
Selection 
of Gift 
Ideas 



Village 
or City - 


From Factory to you! NO MIDDLEMAN 1 

Styled and made to your own requirements. Deeper seats - Higher 
or lower backs - Soft or firm cushions. A choice of hundreds of 
fabrics from Sandersons. Liberty. Monkwell and others. All work 
carried out by craftsmen and women. Not mass produced. We also 
undertake reupholstering to the public and interior designer. 
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Delivered to the door - 
in around 36 hours 
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To oxter, or to obtain your free brochure; I 


POET S TYLE LTD, UNIT 1, Bayford St Industrial Centre, Marc St, 
(Nr Well St). Hackney, London E8 3SE. Telephone 0181 533 0915. 
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* Churchill’s 
%’ Stairlift 

CAN BE INSTALLED WITHIN 
ISlig \ 3 DAYS OF ORDER 

ip 'ALL STAIRS CATERED FOR 

SKL-. phone free 




0800 
371 982 


►ANY MfRJTTFIL 
^quoiattohJ 
W katblJ! 


7 DATS A WHS 9AH -6K 

Ask for Chrisfwa, Aim or 
toon to armtgevm FREE 
home tnnsjootion 


Nourkrm is a remarkable, new food supplement r v £~ m - ’ = > 

which helps to feed dormant or weakly growing g? BB 

hair roots with specific nutrients, shown to H 

encourage new growth. g gNQLgmr gg 

Developed by the Department erf Dermatological Research at Helsinki University, the 
Nouricrtn formula is based on natural ingredients, induing marine extracts, and consists 
of tablets with a supporting lotion. 

Nourfcrin has been thoroughly tested on many different groups and the results have been 
wdeV published in leading journals. For instance one report demonstrates an average 
3B n Increase in hair count over just six months, on a group of men averaging 25 years. 

FROM Sdlridges. Harrods. Pharma VITA Ltd 

selected chemists and salons Dept IN P.O. Box 3379 

or by mail order direct. London SW1 1 3ED 

FREE INFORMATION PACK RING 0171 223 1665 


Pharma VITA Ltd 
Dept IN P.O. Box 3379 
London SW11 3ED 




Unusual Gifts 


Fashion 


Love and Best Wishes fuxj Ltd 


58*. Unan/42% Cotton 

vktmb sjwete Trrxioa* eioowen 

WWfeWXwr Cases MPObobi 

100% Coflon Shee s CllOOraeh 

including Postage A Packing 
For farmer Uacattm phone 

01793 848550 


(Hollywood ■ 


NEW YEAR 


MORIARTi’S 
SOLID PINE 
STORAGE BEDS 


sF/nn bans jrinraiirf^ 
P lalMMffiAlu K 
Swby Newspapers fern 
1*15. Ready Ear pfttattk*. 

Snc day derattS. 
REMEMBER WHEN 


ROSIE NIEPERgffgySK 

a selection from our designers 

brilliant mnnnt I . 


For Sale 


I'M*-** 


im 
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Call us today on freefone 

0800 19 19 19 . 

For j Uss. oo oMigatwn <juaie 

• Buy direct from the m-utufaciurer. j 

• Thousands of satisfied customers. j ! 

• Nexr day instdlblioa available. i | 1 

• New or reconditioned. ? sJfi 


r Dandy 

Beano 



nTnpfrrrl? ^ ^ men past SO years, the 

£ a V* 1 &St 


TfrnkffB 

IPdPtLRiq 225 Putney Bridge Road. LONDON SW1S 


fur NfV tukxjr brm-hurv 

,(01233)85021*j y 


r Gwtm fighQl comics 

FOR BIRTH OAV WEEK 
104 OV - I960 1 * 
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k pta aaunt T v smuttoh snwtss 

, rgWCA3nt57Wf&ST?lSfl. . 


Collecting 
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TABLESAFE 

icarREssajfmaTsnKW 


Comics By Post 

Sprinadcld. Woo4i6t4. 


Sprinadclcf. Wou4acUs 
Worksop S81 8QO 
wTd 01909 56WW* 
Fas 01909 50G900 £ 


, A vassaqs f -ir 
tvoy uxaracn. 


A BIRTH DATE Nempaper. Free- 
phono «fflW}«W09. 


Posted to anywhere 1 
in the (JK ; 
From £5.99 only. 

TFL: 0181 467 6037 


£en&ntionnt 

A silk 


FINE ANTIQUE 
DINING TABLES 


from the Giris Talk range J? Tl rjl 
^sce XL £ia99inc postage ecchg .1 

RosteNieper.MF. i2Munsf9r o v 

Rood- Tecicangron. Wlctatesox. ^ 
i rw?i9iL ^ /mm 

or ring 01 8 1 -255 ^26 C-lhrs) 

FREE CATALOGUE WITH LOTS MORE DESIGNS 








GIVE YOUR LIFE A LIFT 
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To advertise in this 
section please call the 
Independent Traders Team 
on 0171 293 2344. 
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Merran Fane believed in fairies. She went into 
business with them and together they made a fortune 

By Clive Fewins 











M erran Fane believed in Father Christ- 
mas until she was 14. She still believes 
in fairies. It is a belief that has 
strengthened in the past two- 
and-a-half years, as she has seen the 
profits, of her business. The Faerie 
Shop, grow and grow. 

“When we started the business friends 
thought we were mad. 1 think the bank man- 
ager gave it a few months,” said Merran, an 
effervescent Australian mother of four. 

After a slow start the shop, tucked away in 
a ynrd off the High Street in Marlborough. Wilt- 
shire, made what Merran describes as “stag- 
gering profits” in its first yean “People now 
come from all over the country for our fairy cos- 
tumes, dolls, fairy cakes, pictures, faiiy night- 
lights, model fairies, stationery, cards, jewellery, 
purses - there are about 150 lines in all. 

“For the present we have decided against 
another branch but we have licensed the name 
to a couple in Truro who are great fairy peo- 
ple and we are acting as consultants". 

Merran started the shop when it became 
increasingly hard for her husband Andrew, 
to support the family from his business as a 
paper conservator, specialising in restoring 
watercolours. They chose Marlborough 
because it was the nearest town to their 
home. 



v 4 / 



“The idea came from my mother, who hap- 
pened to mention that there are at least 20 fairy 
shops in Australia. I had never done any retail- 
ing before but I thought it would be a good idea 
to start Britain’s first fairy shop.” 

The shop has two floors. The first floor is a 
gallery that encircles the building. Most of the 
fairy pictures are displayed here. Classic fairy 
artists like Cecily Mary Barker, Arthur Rackham 
and Molly Brett loom large. This floor also 
houses the most unusual feature of the shop - 
the fairy bower, with a fairy ring of red and 
white-spotted “toadstool” cushions on the floor, 
and walls and ceiling decorated with mystical 
woodland scenes. Here the Fairy Queen can be 
hired to tell stories at birthday parties or on 
other special occasions. 

“The children sit entranced. The boys, up 
to the age of about 10, go in sceptical and 
come out gobsmacked." said Merran. “The 
smaller ones often ask if they can stay the 
night, but point out that fairies get very mis- 
chievous in the dark and start scattering 
about the fairy dust that is all over the shop 
as well as getting up to all sorts of other 
naughty tricks.” 

There may be naughty fairies but there are 
no evil fairies at The Faerie Shop. “I prefer to 
avoid the dark side. All is light and bright and 
cheerful here," Merran said “I tiy to make it 


a place that is uplifting and upbeat; where peo- 
ple come to cheer up. The other day a lady 
came in who had just left her dog with the vet 
for an operation. She just wanted to relax and 
have a chat” 

If by any chance you feel on less than effer- 
vescent form on entering the shop you win be 
unable to restrain yourself from responding in 
some way to the shocking pink and purples in 
the tulle fairy dresses in the window, the racks 
of sparkling faiiy shoes, the large polystyrene 
Pegasus welcoming you by the door or the decor 
of stars and moons with fairies and castles in 
cloudy landscapes. 

Those that respond positively ascend the 
magic staircase to view the gallery and fairy 
bower. It consists of a steel spiral swathed in 
brandies of the contorted willow tree {salix con- 
torta) for which the Fanes advertised in a local 
newspaper, before Andrew went out with a saw 
to the garden of the respondent. 

“Most of the purchases are by adults for chil- 
dren,” Merran said. “However we have our fair 
share of adult believers, like the lady from 
Hampshire who recently spent three hours in 
the shop and left having signed a cheque for 
£650. 

“Of course we do get a handful of customers 
who wantto fall about laughing over it all. but 
I usually manage to take them down a differ- 


Believer: 
Merran Fane 
and (inset) a 
sampled 
stock 

Photos-. John 
Lawrence 


ent path,” Merran said. “We also get some gay 
couples who like the masks and the jewellery. 
They also love the ornaments we sell. 

“However to me the most important thing 
is that by bringing back the fairies into people’s 
lives we are fulfilling a need. As a little girl I 
found the world of Disney was magic. Today the 
whole idea has been merchandised and pum- 
melled to death. 

“We are trying to recreate this sense of child- 
hood magic and mysteiy. I think this is tremen- 
dously important in an age of which poor little 
innocents are so often bombarded with violence 
and the horrors of war. 

“We feel there is a need for shops like this 
right across Britain in order to put a sense of 
wonderment back into the lives of modem chil- 
dren. We looked at London but it was too 
expensive. Franchising is not the answer either. 
The shop is too much a projection of my own 
character. You can’t put that into a franchis- 
ing manual. 

“Besides this is now more than a business. I 
can’t have anybody running a branch of The 
Faerie Shop. It is too much of a responsibility.” 

The Faerie Shop, 22 Hughenden Yard, High 
Street, Marlborough, Wiltshire, SN8 ILT. Tel: 
01672 515995. For a free mail order 
catalogue, tel 01672 871001. 
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shopping! 


The thing about 

Travel Accessories 


Y ou’re in an airport. It doesn’t really 
matter which airport, because in their 
essential details airports are all the 
same: they are designed that way to 
reduce culture shock and help travellers 
passing through to feel as though they 
haven’t really got off the plane at all. 

You’ve checked in the requisite couple 
of decades early, courtesy of the IRA and 
ETA, and now you have time to kill. 
McDonald's is full of depressed-looking 
people in vest T-shirts, baseball caps and 
bum bags. The amusement arcade is full 
of drunks, as is the English-style pub. All 
the plastic bucket seats are occupied by 
angry families. Once you’ve exhausted 
thepile of Jeffrey Archers and copies of 
Bravo Two Zero in the newsagent, 
swallowed some Nurofen in the chemist, 
tried out the lipsalves in the Body Shop, 
there is only one alternative open to you: 
travel accessories. 

The thing about travel accessories is 
that they prove just how deeply ingrained 
is the human urge to shop. Travel, 
however much you like it, is unsettling: it 
is an experience that contains the seeds 
of chaos and is one of those limes when 
you have virtually no control over your 
environment, like being in hospital or 
signing on at the DHSS. Shopping is a 
way of re-exerting that sense of control. 
And the fact that a group of smart 
companies has tapped into that primeval 
urge to rip you off hardly matters. 

A good travel accessory has to have the 
following characteristics: it must be easily 
made in grey or white plastic; it must 
make people go “ooh. that’s a good idea" 
when they see it: it must be firmly 
packaged in card stapled to plastic so the 
consumer can't get it out and feel the 
quality until after they have laid over 
their money: its 300 per cent mark-up 
must make it fall within the price range 
of £6.95 to £8.95 so that the consumer 
buys more than one object; and it either 
never quite fulfils its purpose or breaks 
the second time it's used. 

Face it: if you haven’t already bought 
an adaptor plug before you get to the 
airport, that probably means you don't 
have any need for it. And what about 
those handy ways of carrying your money 
to avoid the notorious pickpockets that 
infest every town that’s not the one you 
live in? They either show under your 
clothes, are impossible to get to without 
completely disrobing, or made of a 
material that causes sweat rash. Those 
pots of mosquito-repellent wipes lose 
their tops in your handbag and turn into 
extremely high-priced hankies. Neck 
pillows, which in themselves are a 
wonderful invention, are always 
constructed with seams that spring a leak 
when you deflate them. 

We continue.-none the less, to keep 
buying them. Gatwick Airport has a 
higher per capita consumer spend than 
Alton Towers. One should, of course, 
commend companies whose 
entrepreneurial spirit has risen to this 
challenge, but isn’t it ironic that, if it 
weren’t for the threat from terrorist 
groups whose main gripes include 
economic exploitation, there would be 
virtually no one in Europe who owned a 
handy folding toothbrush in a plastic case 
complete with a tiny tube of dentifrice? 

Serena Mackesy 
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Six of the best stripes 





Kenkichi Tomimoto — at 
its contemporary ceramics 
sale, Wednesday and 
Thursday (6pm). The 
Japanese artist was taught 
to throw pots by the grand- 
father of British studio 
pottery, Bernard Leach. 

Hitherto, mention of 
Leach and Japan has con- 
jured only the name Shoji 
Hamada, who was Leach’s 
inspiration during bis 11 
year stay in the country 
from 1909. But it was in 
Tbkyo in 1912 that “Tbmi” 
used Leach's wheel to 
make his first pot. 

There are pots by 
Hama da at most Bonhams’ 
auctions but Tomi s are 
scarce and sought after by 
collectors. This sale has 11 
pieces of his. There is an 
exquisite 5-incb high white 
octagonal lidded pot of 
1935 estimated at £1,800- 
£2400 and a set of five 
porcelain dishes with red 
circles enclosing blue 
painted landscapes that he 
gave to Bernard and Janet 
Leach as a wedding pre- 
sent . . 

Estimated £6,000- 
£8,000, they are from 
Janet Leach’s outstand- 
ing collection of Dame 
Lucie Rie,- who died last 
year, having achieved die 
reputation of Britain's 
greatest potter. Bernard 
Leach's sepia pen and 
wash drawing - of a dew 
pond on the South Downs, 

est ’ £UOO-£ 1 , 800 , 

belonged to her. 

For those with limited 
hinds who share her eye 
for promising pots,- an 


unnamed stoneware St 
Ives coffee pot with ill-fit- 
ting lid. once part of her 
collection, is estimated 
£140-£180. The buyer gets 
an enviable provenance 
and the right to speculate 
that Dame Lucie fell in 
love with the pot because 
it has low-slung ergonom- 
ically efficient handle, a 
design feature she pio- 
neered. 

Rubbing shoulders with 
dozens of “Bernards” and 
“Lucies” at Bonhams are 
an unprecedented num- 
ber of comparatively 
unkn own names trying 
their luck for the first time 
in the contemporary 
ceramics market’s most 
prestigious point of sale. It 
is an unusual market in 
having fewer dealers than 
you can count on one 
hand. Instead of buying 
cheap at auction and sell- 
ing dear in the high street, 
they often find themselves 
outbid by private buyers at 
Bonhams, where prices 
are determined. 

So, to have a pot 
accepted for auction by 
Bonhams’ mandarin Cyril 
Frankel ■ is an honour. 
There are works by a 
dozen newcomers in this 
sale. My favourite: a 
porcelain ceramic hound 
by Paul Priest (b.1947), a 
virtual newcomer to Bon- 
hams. It is ah old scraggy 
creature, full of febrile . 
movement made livelier 
by Priest’s cultivation of an . 
unfinis hed touch — as in 
the crimped pie-crust 
treatment of the hound’s 
spine. Esc £12B£18Q- 

John Windsor ; 



I faaefa Cooectioi. £30. 
Sleeveless, brown tank 
top with orange, 
butrennillc and blue stripes. 
A matching cardigan is also 
available. A neat shape 
that can be dressed up or 
down. From branches of 
French Connection 
nationwide: 

Enquiries: 0171-580 2507. 


3 TSL £139. Chocolate and 
ecru stripe, short- 
sleeved polo-style knit, 
with collar and buttons. 
Very simple and relaxed, a 
good classic look. Available 
from TSE cashmere at 
Harvey Nichols, Brompton 
Road, London SW1 and 
Liberty, Regent Street, 
London Wl. Enquiries: 
0171-235 5000. 


5 Oasis. £24.99. 

Crew neck, sleeveless 
tank top in white, lime 
green and orange. Has a 
Lycra content to retain its 
shape. Would look great 
teamed with white jeans 
and sandals. Available 
from branches of Oasis 
nationwide. 

Enquiries: 0171-377 5335. 



S Hwro.£247. 

r cent cashmere 
•ed, brown, 

turquoise, black .and white 
stripes. A cardigan is also 
available 'to make up a 
twinseL This has been a 
popular look among the 
fashion cognoscenti and is 
sure to fly out of the shops. 
From Liberty; Regent 
Street, London Wl and 
-Matches, Richmond and 
Wimbledon. 


4 . The Scotch Hoc*. £140. 
Mint and black 
’sleeveless sweater in 100 
per cent cashmere. A great 
buy for all seasons, wear 
with bare arms in summer 
and under a jacket in 
winter. Available from The 
Scotch House, Brompton 
Road. London SW1 and 
Regent Street, London Wl. 
Enquiries and mail order. 
0171-581 2151. 


6 JolmSnedIej.£67. 

Long-sleeved striped top 
in buttermilk, pistachio 
and blue in 100 per cent 
sea-island cotton. A very 
thin knit of beautiful 
quality. From S Fisher, 22- 
23 Burlington Arcade, 
London Wl. 

Enquiries and mail order: 
0171-580 5075. 




: Tbday.is the final day ofour 2 foe 1-fligjht offer; 
■We’ve got together with Iaifthansa," the- award- 
winning Gerinan'airline, rogivereaderea superb ; 
deal on flights to '/ 13i : destinations from : ihe 
Lufthansa glbbaTnetwoik, with departures from ' 
LxmckjQ, Bijnimgham. Mai^ester and Glasgow. 

. : Youcan choose from a range of destinations 
throughout Europe, Asia and the Pacific, "North 
and South [ America* Africa and the Middle East!. ' 

Many flights require a transferor! route to rber 
chosen destination, Imt Lufthansamake it easy, 
with' most connections taking around 45 minutes 
in Frankfurt abd35rmnutes in Munich. 


European.: 

tihatiODS./ 


1 five nights in hiteramrinentaides^ 


how to qualify 

• Sim^ poUect ft^ tokens ^ 

from the seVeh" w" haw-puNished. The final to-'-. 

kfen. Token 7 is jailed. today. _/ . *- ' ' ’ 7 • 

■ Complete- the application form wfaiefa was prim- 
ed la Thursday’s paper. Attach your tokeas-'and 
send to: Indepehdent/Uifthansa Offer. Fenton 
Way, Basildon, Essex SS15 6SL. -to amve no lat- 
er, than 30 April 1996/ .• - 

• Within 14 days, you.will receive an information 
pack- Tt will contain your 2 for 1 Bight voucher, 
a booking request form, booking conditions and 
flight schedule infonnatkni. There, will also be de- 
ta dsaf a special offer cm Budget Rent-a-car, only 
bailable to our readers. 

.HOW TO BOOK 

• Decwfe.upon yom 2 for 1 departure airjwrt, des- 
tination mid dates of travuL Fill out the book- 
ing request-form to vourinformadon pack. Then 
poster fax your completed booking request form 
toTra2Enders(ABTA 69701 and V09S9 our ap- 
pointed booking agent. You will rind full details 
of their address and fax numbers in your fulfil- 

-TmitFlSfiERSHi- 


ment pack. No boakiiigs br flight options can be 
madiibyphooe. - / ^! • ! • 

-.Traimndehvwll process your request and con-, 
firm if your favoured option is available, in which 
case Iraafinders wffl-reserveyaur flights. You will 
tbra.have4woriaQg.days to pay loir your flights 
; id firil and tfrsunerSer ypyfr 2 ror 1 voucher. F5- 
inpayment can be made by cheque ormqorcred- 
ricard.. ' !.•••'•• 

. • If your favoured option is unavailable ThiQfibd- 
. ers wiBfry to suggest an alternative/ All bookings 
-/must be made at least Tworidog days before your 
fii^ dcparnins date to ensure ticket delivery- 
■ Flight tickets will be issued only afterpayment and 
surrender of your 2 for 1 voucher; There is no fa- 
cility to provide tickets at the departure aiiport. 

*■ All travel must start no earlier than 22nd April 
.1996 and no later than 3Cith June- 1996. All trav- 
elmwt. be' completed by 31st July 1996. 


cludmg weekends and public holidays. 

• Teems and conditions are as previously published. 

— — : — r — -n 
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arts 


TELEVISION 

999 (BBC1) 

Michael Buerk knows all about rescues; 
999 saved his career. ByJasper Rees 


M ichael Buerk delivered probably the most 
influential news report in broadcasting his- 
toiy. A bit like Nell Armstrong or, more 
parochially, Geoff Hurst, he carries the knowledge 
that nothing he does will ever match the impact 
made by one day’s work in Ethiopia. It can't be 
the lightest burden to lug into the office every day: 
no longer out in the field, he leans against the 
fence admiring the greener grass beyond it. 

This explains his touching fidelity to 999. The 
catastrophes of which it tells have all already hap- 
pened , some of them several years before. Ter- 
rifying for the participants, they have been 
tamed for our entertainment, packaged into a 
consumable narrative complete with dire por- 
tents and a cathartic ending. 

When 999 first drew accusations of sensation- 
alism, Buerk leapt to its defence. less, you sense, 
out of belief in the product than out of gratitude 
for the rescue operation it performed on his own 
career. For five series now it has been getting him 
out of the news room. Television presenters down 
on their luck would be strongly advised to send 
off for a 999 Careersavers Video Pack listing how 
the rescue was performed. 

First of all. 999 teaches presenters to BE 
.ALARMIST. Whether reporting from an 
Ethiopian drought ora suburban kitchen, Buerk's 
vocal role is always to sound as if he's just peeped 
round the corner and can see death lying in wail. 
But don’t try this at home: it's unsafe to talk like 
this unless you're in front of a camera. 

It helps to DRESS THE RART For a report 
on a sailing accident in which a yachtswoman was 
trapped underwater, our intrepid presenter is got 
up like a marine commando in tight black polo 
neck. For the maritime safety-hints section he 
sensibly straps himself into a life jacket. Bui Lhe 
piece Je resistance is the miner's helmet with lamp. 

On the news all Buerk’s hands are allowed to 
do is shuffle bits of paper, but on 999 they SAW 
THE AIR. This is best illustrated in the piece 
about the tree surgeon who inadvertently per- 
formed surgery on his own leg with a machine 
for grinding tree stumps. As Buerk impresses on 
us that this is “a pretty powerful piece of equip- 
ment". his right hand performs light staccato jabs 
at it. as if afraid to get too near. 

His most expressive gesture accompanies the 
words, “Make sure you’re properly trained. ” The 
left hand, palm down, goes up and down in a slow 
motion, as if administering a reassuring pat on 
the head to a large dog. Or a seated viewer. 


THEATRE Lady Chatterley’s Lover, The Cockpit, London 

So did the earth move? Adrian Turpin watches the first adaptation of 
DH Lawrence's controversial novel to hit the London stage since 1961 



No ice cubes or baby oil: Connie Cfatterfey (Simone UMwW and Oliver Mellors (Peter Tate) 


Photograph: Stuart Morris 


H ard cases make bad law. And, if Lady Owuerfey’s Lover is 
anything to go by, bad books make good law. Without the 
obscenity trial of 1960, the story of Connie Chatterley’s pas- 
sion for the gamekeeper Mellon would be just another minor 
DH Lawrence novel, wedged on academics' bookshelves 
betweenXflrtwr s Rod and The Trespasser , and probably unopened 
since 1963 (or whenever else it was that sexual intercourse began). 
The plot is paper thin, the language priapically bloated, and the 
characters little more than ciphers for the author’s kooky quasi- 
religious beliefs about sex and dass. The question Britain’s first 
stage adaptation of the novel for 35 years begs isn’t “Why wait 
so long?” but “Why bother at all?" 

Well, it must have some appeal Fusion Theatre's production 
ran five months in Toronto, before reaching the Cockpit Why? 
A cynic might suggest the hearty on-stage nudity (the promise 
of which has been shamelessly used to hype the show) and the 
novel’s totemic fame. That, though, would be unfair. This is, for 
the most part, a well-cast, well-written, well-directed production. 
Marshall Gould's adaptation wisely avoids the temptation to add 
its own layer of fantasy and phantasmagoria Ken Russell-style 
on to the original. The scenes are short to the point of being stac- 
cato. Connie’s marriage, the outbreak of war, Sir Gifford Chat- 
terley’s confinement to a wheelchair are done with in the first 10 
minutes. By the time Mellors enters, strolling In the woods with 
his gun, proceedings already have a certain pace to them. 


Fbor Mellors. Or rather, the poor actor playing him, who must 
cope with some of the silliest dialogue known to English liter- 
ature. Anyone who can say, “We fucked a flame into being and 
for me it is the only thing on Earth”, without making an audi- 
ence snigger, probably justifies the admission fee on his own. 
Peter Tate manages this and more. At first I had my doubts, when 
be seemed not so much noble savage as plain noble, too posh 
for a collier’s son. But you soon warm to him, and after a while 
Meliors’s self-conscious switches between Derby dialect and 
King's English seem utterly natural, as does the character’s 
unlikely blend of tenderness and animal sensuality. 

Perhaps there aren’t too many surprises or revelations, but there 
is one splendid scene in which Mrs Bolton, the village woman 
who tends Clifford (an excellent Carolyn Jones), plays chess with 
him, while Mellors seduces Connie. It’s genuinely odd Tristan 
and Isolde play chess in the legend as do Ferdinand and Miranda 
in The Tempest. But here the young lovers are replaced by an Impo- 
tent aristocratic and a woman who acts like his nanny. The other 
early, semi-clothed love scenes could benefit from a touch more 
of this strangeness. Only once the clothes come off do sparks 
finally fly, and the sex itself is surprisingly watchabie: a vast 
improvement on Hollywood's ice-cube and baby-op variety, even 
if it does have Lawrence’s coal-smudged fingerprints all over it 

To 4 May. The Cockpit, London NWS (0171-402 5081) 


CLASSICAL __ 

National Mi Orchestra 

■SSssSSqsS? 

255 te* intense and complex maste*>e«. 
fcUhe past, their most challenging assignments 

SlSajSSSS-SKSa 

their Bruckner-Mozart senes. Ooachea ty 
principals at a recent residency and ^ducted 
byjanos Futst, the young payers couW be s^ety 
entrusted not just to close the show, but to add 
the hallmark of their own polished enthusiasm. 

In the event, there was a certain amount or get- 
ting down to business in the first movement.) not 
helped by a platform introduction that destroyed 
the esseatia! mood of silence prior to such an 
extensive journey. The opening musical statement 
lacked due sense of primal mystery in conse- 
quence, though the ensemble’s concentration and 
desire to transcend the notes was plain to see. But 
Adrian Wilson’s oboe playing soon became an 
inspiration, while the flutes remained leaden of 
the pack until that breathtaking moment where 
the music falls away, leaving one of their number 
incanting pale arpeggios above a queasy abyss. 

Furet’s sure, committed grasp of the music 
included a special rapport with the strings, though 
he was also sensitive to the needs of other orches- 
tral departments. Strings, horn and clarinet wove 
deft patterns to begin the trio section of the 
Scherzo, though later they were a little too for- 
ward in their sense of climax. But everything came 
right in the slow movement, its main theme con- 
ceived without Mahlerian angst and with the sud- 
den harmonic swiftness at its end, plus three harps, 

a place where you held your breath as the music 
looked upwards. From here the musical tide 
flowed inexorably through to the thrilling flour- 
ish of percussion and the moment of reprise, the 
plain opening chord now set in a garland of orches- 
tral fioritura. The finale was broadly paced -a risk 
that Furst might have lived to regret in the already 
generous measure of the Haas edition of this work, 
but which came off magnificently. 


DICKIE 

FANTASTIC £<££jg 


on the schmooze ' 


We crowd round the winner. ‘Any advice for bald people out there ? 1 


I t is Thursday, and the grand climax 
- after four long, arduous years -- of 
the Hair Grower of the Year com- 
petition. Today, one man, deemed to 
have most successfully grown his hair 
back from baldness, will receive a 
check for £10,000 from Radio 2’s Ken 
Bruce at a star-studded media event 
at the Savoy. And what a long, crazy 
four years it’s been. Since 1992, hun- 
dreds of contestants from across the 
country have been drinking 1 V: litres 
of water while hanging upside-down 
by their feet and thinking non-stress- 
fui thoughts. And the finalists cer- 


tainly look non-stressed. Still bald, 
admittedly, but non-stressed. 

“Think of them as like the Wright 
brothers," says hair-growing svengali 
Andy Bryant. “The Wright brothers 
only flew for 59 seconds. But they 
showed that it could be done.” 

“But they’re still bald,” I say. 

"No they’re not," says Andy. 
“Look.” 

He shows me a “before” photo- 
graph of James Oldham. He looks 
semi-bald. Then he points to a semi- 
bald man in the crowd. 

“That's James now,” he says. 


“Still semi-bald," I mutter. 

“Half a centimetre on average!” 
says James. “That’s how much his hair 
has grown back. The tip of the nose 
to the hairline measurement has 
remained a constant 14.5cra, but the 
width of the bald crown has reduced 
from 8.5cm to 6cm. And that’s some- 
thing." 

And I guess it is. when they said it 
couldn't be done. But four years for 
half a centimetre, when a trip to the 
wig shop takes, mere minutes, if 
they’re so hair self-absorbed... Who 
can understand people sometimes? 


But today, the nation’s media are at 
least trying to understand. I rather 
thought I'd be the only journalist 
here, and would consequently be 
compelled to make awkward Small- 
talk with deluded bald men for hours. 
But the room is packed. There are 
hundreds of us here. 

And when the judging actually 
starts, and the contestants sit in a 
chair while four besuited experts 
crowd around each bald pate and run 
their fingers through the remaining 
hair, testing for shine, viscosity, den- 
sity, and the like, and 200 journalists 


are giggling tike children underneath 
their hands; well - 1 can’t think of any- 
one in the world I’d like to be less 
than a grand-finalist in the Hair 
Grower of the Year contest. The 
assertively unstressed competitors 
suddenly start to appear decidedly 
tense, and the terrible irony could be 
that, after four years of hanging 
upside-down and eating the right 
sorts of vegetables, all that good work 
could be undone by one high-profile 
medio day at the Savoy, followed by 
an awfuL, ignoble evening of being the 
funny stojy at the end of the news. 


The winner turns out to be James 
Oldham, and we crowd around and 
pretend to be genuinely excited. 

“How do you feel?" 

“Great." 

“Any advice for bald people out 
there?" 

“I did it, and so can you.” 

“What’s the secret of your success?" 

“No stress, hanging upside-down, 
drinking X l h litres of water, and eat- 
ing the right sorts of vegetables." 

“Any message for people with wigs?" 

“I did it and so can you.” 

And so on. 






overview 


critical 

view 


The show that didn’t go on... When Rupert Murdoch gave Andrew Neil 
his own American TV show, there was talk of a hard-hitting challenge 
to conventional news values. Zoe Heller watched it all go horribly wrong 

■ 

Plus: Andy Beckett meets Orlan, the self-mu tilatmg artist 

■ 

And Peter Conrad interviews Roddy Doyle 

IN TOMORROW’S INDEPENDENT ON SUNDAY 



on view 


our view 


THE MOVIE ; ' 

MIGHIY APHRODITE 


WSbdy Allerft fatest comedy fs about 
Lenny.lAllen) who tracks down a - 
hooter (Mira SorvirwI.Ahe mother ctf 
his adopted son. Allen newcomers- 
include Claire Bloom and HeteRa- 
Bonham Carter' 'as Allen's semen wife. 


Adam Mars^Jones found the film . 
“patronising' with nothing hut 
“middle-brow competence', . “Neither -• 
enough laughs nor insights to hold the 
attention, " complained Time-Out. 
“Professtonaiiyi.Vfepdy hasSfesame ■ 

■ pre-occupations as Joe £szfofc& ; V* 
screenwriter: • 
Shauffifs’. observed the Spa eSfcr. 
“Allen goes into freefall wimthSu- 

comedy of unclear tntentidi^sped 
thfrfT. “Sweet success... wesfaiW" 
still watch with gratitude,*' averred the 
rtmes. “Pretty KxxJ.value, add' - : 
expertly made, agreed the Goertifen. : 


9L mins. 'Cat 15. On release across 
London and across the axffary from 
26 April. ./• 


Sorvino bagged, the Best - 
.Supporting Actress, ."v 
tec Good as sfie is, : 
it's notreally enough; - 


.p 
!' 


THE OPERA ; " 

HABUCC0 


-Vfeflfr’s tfmri opera arrives at Gwent 
Garden in a production by the talented 

McDohajS which' ruffled frathaVEft 
Its Welsh National Opera premiere in • 
. September, 


Stephen Walsh found tte original - 
production*'? muddle?, but much of - 
the staging has since been toned' 
down. “The booing sadly obspuredlhe 
magnificence of the performance, .-. 
:&iPP!ngstoginff arti - 

• me Gtoarotem fTfiis evening of rare' 
vocal.s^widdtir^ piatsed tte 
tSamueTRamey brought distinction to' 


^n^iaiound l^assertetitte ... 

talented splattering : 

WWt over waff-Joved worts,' 

spluttered the Sfemfertf, predictably ' 


At Covert Garden, LondonWC2 ' 

. (0171:304 4000) on 17. 19/22, - 
."25,- 27 Apnf before ^returning in June. 

There were cheers as 
well asjtoos. Several. 

. critics moaned about 
Albery.’biit praised the 
. performances. Surely ■ .. 

the two are connected? . . 



Spa Wrnghat created r 

aid 24,000.square feettf 


-■ ^emporaryaitpufelde Jordan/ 
f. housed Inlfte fovampafRoyaf;'., 
Exchar^ebugding." y-K 


Anaesthetic antf.irrtelfeqtLaLrfetaV^ 
thing about SoMAis^' 

tte-Guartfw.-i *vv-- ; 


(0141V331 1854) Morisot j 

’ Sub I l-5pm. -Admissfon frtt: 

.Tbe-anhoarforec^ v&S % 
'300,000.^015/ 
more than 50,000 have^T'- - . 
bsenm jusUwtfwe&a * 

..Jiu can fool somertf-T 
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: the art we love and hate 


fefnpers are already fraying over the plan to build a giant steel angel in Gateshead. Ift the same the whole world over, says Jonathan Glancey. 
tram Soviet mother figures to Jesus of Riot there's nothing we like more than public art to get in a stew about - that's what it’s there for 

W Sw V J(^omo^^^?hrt lh r Eiffel ~ Albanians could gather freely in any nun 

ley gotta common? was at the voluminous hem of Mother A 

size and Art The Statue of Liberty, the - “ 

Eiffel Tower and Jesus nf R in arp tkriM 


W hat have the Statue of Liberty, the Eiffel 
Tower, Jesus of Rio and Anthony Gorai- 
leygot in common? Size, that's what Well, 
size and Art. The Statue of Liberty, the 
Eiffel Tower and Jesus of Rio are "three 
of the biggest works of public art the world has to 
show. Anthony Gormley. the British sculptor and 
winner of the Turner Prize, is about to enter this 
international Big Art Club tty casting a vast angel 
that will spread its voluminous metal wings beside 
the furiously fast carriageways of the A1 at 
Gateshead. 

Naturally, there are those who ^ 

think Gormley's idea gormless. 

Waste of money. Stalinist stuff 
from Arts Council commissars. 

Better things to spend it on. Who's 
going to see it anyway? Motorists should have 
their eyes on the blasted road, not on some arty- 
farty angel! Bark. Bark. Bark. 

In all likelihood, Gormley's angel will become 
popular and, if not loved, a much-sought-out 
marker on the long grind up and down the Al. 
Children, aesthetes, fast-lane reps and even the 
boys in the blue-flashing “jam sandwiches" will 
look out for it and otherwise use its other-worldly 
presence as a point of reference. Doubtless, those 
seeking thrills will uy to shin up the angel’s torso 
and bungee-jump from its wingtips. Doubtless, 
too, its mighty feet will be sprayed with graffiti, 
both mindless and heartfelt. I like it already and 
all I have seen is a photomontage in this week’s 
newspapers. 

Like all vast works of public art, the Gormley 
angel is bound to be controversial The leading crit- 
ics of the day, as well as a livid public, decided to 
hate the Eiffel Tower when it opened in 1889 as 
the sculptural highpoint of the great Paris inter- 
national exhibition of that year. They caved in soon 
enough and the wonderful and aU but useless 
tower has long been a symbol of Paris, of France 
and of our love of outsized monuments, even 
though we feel we ought to rail against them on 
grounds of money and taste. 

Those lucky enough to have seen Rio spread- 
ing from beneath Christ’s welcoming arms or the 
devastating Victory monument on the edge of 
Kiev will know, instinctively, that great public art 
has the power to move us in ways that we do not 
always like to admit to. A 190ft titanium statue 
representing the Soviet Motherland (but known 
locally as “Zheleznaya” or “steel wench”) may 
seem like kitsch on an unnecessarily heroic scale; 
yet the energetic form of this gigantic metal 
maiden reminds citizens and visitors alike both 
of the 200,000 Kievites who died defending the 
Ukrainian capital during the Great Patriotic War 
of 194M5 and of the confusing twists and turns 
of political history that have since turned a failed 
“workers’ paradise” into a free-falling free mar- 
ket 

Such sculptures are soul-stirring, even if some- 
thing in us warns us that by their very scale and 
ambition they are somehow dangerous and almost 
certainly bad art. 

But, again, who has watched the sun rise 
over the Great Pyramid of Cheops and not 
been moved? I have nothing but contempt for 
General Franco, but what confusing thoughts 
a naturally rebellious Catholic experiences 
when faced with the cloud-piercing Cross 
that the spiteful dictator had erected with slave 
labour at the cold heart of his Valley of the 
Fallen, outside Madrid. And what are Alba- 
nians to make, today, of the hideous statue of 
the Motherland that looms over Tirana? In the 
long days of Enver Hoxha’s dictatorship, 
before it ended in 1987. the one and only place 



Birmingham 


Milton Keynes 



V 


Anthony Gormley's Iran Mari stands, . 
lopsided in central Birmingham, 
monument to all those who have toiled and 
spunin the , city obce known as the . . 
rWotkshop of the World 


Broadgate, London 




If,:: 


-I*. 1 ." * _ : 


George SegaJ's rush-hour crowd (also ■: 
known as The Sums) are a delightfully 
;; miserabte bunch designed, pertiaps, to 
make commuters m Broadgate stop to 
’/feugr at themselves , , 


' ; ' p 

: : Xi>f 

> rB ; 

/: M.:f 


■ , :• 


The artificial cows who stand on bovine 
duty in the neat suburban fields of 
MUton Keynes have long proved to be 
popular with children, and yobs who 
Insist an molesting them 


Yorkshire Moors 


pipsi 


Henry Moore's King and Queen ruled the 
^Yorkshire Moors for very nearly 30 years 
until some artiess nutcase deckled to 
knock their heads off; a problem for 
. public. art. in lonely settings . 



Jesus of Rio: the pity spreads 
beneath his welcoming arms 


•i _ '• \ .... - 


Albanians could gather freely in any number 
was at the voluminous hem of Mother Alba- 
nia’s skirts. This Balkan matriarch is both 
loved and despised, at once a symbol of 
tyranny and of freedom. 

Close up, many great works of public art do 
not stand up to expert criticism. The Statue of 
Liberty is justly popular, but quite potty as a work 
of art. The crossed scimitars denched in Saddam 
Hussein’s own vastly magnified hands that wel- 
come (is that the right word?) visitors to Bagh- 
dad are unforgettable, but verge on the extreme 
edge of unlovable kitsch. 

— 1 think we like to love and hate 

monumental public sculpture. 
** Without it, the world of scholarly 

art critic, pub-bore (“I don’t 
know a lot about art...”) and the 
rest of us would be a less interesting place. Pub- 
lic art on this scale stirs up latent emotions, 
causes reaction, nourishes the pages of travel 
brochures and guide-books. More than even 
their great temples and cathedrals, we remem- 
ber world cities, and even whole regions, by 
their monuments, from the faces of US presi- 
dents carved into Mount Rushmore in North 
Dakota to strikingly designed electricity pylons 
striding across boundless landscapes. Public art 
matters. 

The reason that pub bores get so hot under the 
collar about the idea of spending on public art a 
minuscule proportion of the money we spend 
building arterial roads is that, while they can under- 
stand tarmac and car’s- eyes, art is still something 
of a threat, the stuff of shamans, incomprehensi- 
ble waffle on smart talk shows and indecipherable 
writing in low-circulation magazines. 

What they should get hot under the collar about 
is not public art itself, but the poor quality and low 
ambition of so much of the stuff that has littered 
public spaces over the past 20 years. All too often 
public art is no more than a form of chintzy, cheery 
wallpaper pasted over the cracks in the design of 
ugly city centres, a half-embarrassed attempt at 
redeeming the irredeemable banality of super- 
stores, office complexes and shopping centres. This 
is the sort of art that Sir Norman Foster once mem- 
orably likened to “lipstick on the face of the 
gorilla”. Or what others have, a little unkindly, 
called the “token Hemy Moore syndrome”. 

The money spent on this urban wallpaper would 
be better spent on making beautiful the infra- 
structure of our towns and cities. Better a fleet of 
handsome city buses -rolling sculpture - thought- 
fully designed and beautifully maintained than a 
bronze boy hanging on to the tail of a bronze dol- 
phin in a fountain decorated with discarded soft- 
drink cans. 

There are several bodies, most notably those 
such as the Public Arts Commissions Agency and 
the Public Arts Development Trust, working 
intelligently and energetically to bring new art into 
popular focus in Britain’s streets and squares. They 
have a long way to go. Too much public art remains 
little more than a toy, a prettification of impossi- 
bly ugly places carried out in “the chairman’s wife 
chose the boardroom curtains” sort of way. 

What people will respond to, and dramatically 
so, from the bore to the open-minded, is sculp- 
ture on a scale that makes an impact, causes us 
to think and, hopefully, delights or moves us too. 

We are often too apologetic, over-reticent in 
Britain, and make much weedy public art as a 
result. Anthony Gormley has got the right idea; 
demonic or delightful, his Angel of the AI should 
be more welcome to tomorrow's motorists than 
any number of Happy Eaters, Little Chefs and 
artful signs to edge-of-town superstores. 


I 


The context in which one sees a picture matters; the 
proper response is to think about its effects on you 


il\/ou couldn't make it up” read an 
Y exasperated headline in the 
I Daily Mirror this week. The 
item it surmounted was veiy short 
and it reported that a nude woman 
had been “axed from a vintage wine 
label — because American feminists 
thought it was offensive”. The stoiy 
was picked up elsewhere, too, where 
it also served as a neat symptom of 
political correctness; The Times gpsrz 
a few more details in its Diary: it 
seemed that Mouton-Rothschfld had 
been obliged to withdraw 30.000 
bottles of its 1993 vintage from Amer- 
ica after objections to the Balthus 
drawing of a naked young girl which 
appeared on the label (Mouton- 
Rothschfld has invited artists to dec- 
orate its labels since 1945). The 
Bflm nftss was said to be surprised by 
the reaction; “The fragile and mys- 
terious giri Balthus has drawn,” she 
said, “seems to hint at some secret 
promiseof undiscovered pleasure.” 

She does indeed. Clearly not a 
“woman", as the Mirror had 
described her, the pre-pubescent 
girl lies back, arms behind her head, 
and legs' slightly parted It is not an 
obscene pose, but it is not a modest 
one either (you could readily findits 
equivalent in any top-shelf maga- 
zine). Her impassive gaze is directed 
at the- viewer, suggesting That she 
knows she is being observed and 
chooses not to conceal herself. Tb sty - 
that it is sexually inviting would be 
too crude, far cruder than the draw- 
ing itself. But that the picture stands 
op a border between innocence and 
experience is undeniable. 



THOMAS 

SUTCLIFFE 


There was a certain oddity to the 
complacent press reaction to this 
story - the general assumption that 
the "feminazis were on the march 
again - particularly in a week that 
offered a very different account of 
the power of images to disturb and 
affront Reporting the victory of an 
independent newsagents his battle 
not to be sent unsolicited soft-core 
pom by WH Smith, most newspapers 
were broadly sympathetic - this 
wasn’t political correctness, it seems, 
but a moral stand, a proper argument 
about where and by whom such 
images should be seen. The superfi- 
cial distinction is obvious- one was 
art (to be defended) mid the other 
was porn (indefensible). But looked 
at more closely the distinction offers 
an X-ray of the prevailing pieties. 

Usually this century’s increasing 
liberality about artistic subject mat- 
ter is read as a history of diminish- 
ing prudery.r Manet’s Ohnpia 
shocked its original audience but 
could now happily decorate a greet- 
ings card. But it would be a mistake 
to see this as the triumph Of aesthetic 1 
values over pinched, morality, a 
protection of art against improper 
advances. It actually records a 
retreat, a dumnishment of the power 
of the drawn or pamtied image. To 


make something safe can mean two 
things: to protect it from danger or. 
as in the case of defused bombs, to 
render it harmless. It's the latter that 
applies in the case of art 
Some of this is because photo- 
graphs have greedily absorbed our 
anxiety about depiction, have occu- 
pied all of the limited attention that 
we can give to such matters (in a 
finite world we must choose what 
worries us - and in this century pho- 
tography has presented a more press- 
ing case). The effect has been that 
hand-made images, by contrast, have 
come to cany an idea of innocence 
or detachment from the real world, 
that world in which incitement or 
appetite can so easily smear the 
purity of our contemplation. At the 
same time there has been an accom- 
panying breakdown of any sense of 
a hierarchy of the spaces in which we 
look at images, from the private salon 
to the public gallery, from solitary 
inspection to mass observation. 

Last year, for example, Gustave 
Courbet’s L’Origine du Monde, an 
explicit, open-crotch painting of a 
- woman’s genitals (head and limbs 
out of frame), went on show in 
.Paris. It was protected by bullet- 
proof glass and a permanent guard, 
not, presumably, because rt was 
' thought that it might offend art- 
lovers, but for fear of feminist 
proteal Courbet himself, though, 
would probably have been astounded 
that a picture commissioned for the 
private collection of a TUrkish eroto- 
pirife would eventually be displayed 
before a mixed gathering of men. 


women and children. “Tbday, we can- 
not remain indifferent to a painting 
of such intensity,” said the French 
culture minister, but the untroubled 
display proved precisely the opposite. 
There were no protests - the inert 
gas of connoisseurship had rendered 
the picture impotent 

In one way, then, those who 
objected to the Balthus drawing on 
the wine bottle actually pay more 
honour to his art than those who 
think the fuss is just a laughable 
symptom of a new prudery. They at 
least recognise that the context in 
which one sees a picture matters, and 
that the proper response to art is to 
think about its effects on you, not 
simply glance and pass on. 

It’s relatively eaty, in fact, to 
restore some sense of this. Imagine 
that the Tunes and the Mirror bad 
learnt that the manager of a chil- 
dren’s care home had decorated the 
interior with reproductions of 
Balthus’s child nudes. The first 
assumption would not be, I think, 
that this was amply an expression of 
good taste or a laudable attempt to 
bring some beauty into young lives. 
As it happens, Bahhus’s paintings are 
not pornography but they are not 
simply pretty either - they touch on 
a peculiarly volatile subject for our 
society, the sensuality of children, 
and, unlike Mouton-Rothschfld, they 
do not travel well - they need to be 
seen in a place where proper atten- 
tion can be paid to them. In that 
sense, the Mouton-Rothschfld sioiy 
isn’t an account of a defeat for art, 
but a perverse sort of victory. 


Glyndebourne 

17 May -25 August 1996 
Personal booking 20 April. Telephone booking 2 2 April 

Theodora, Cost fan tutte 

5 unding room only. Possible returned sears ar short notice 

Yevgeny Onyegm, Arabella, Lulu, Ermione 

Some tickets available ar £110 for lace July/Augost performances 
Earlier dares - possible returned seats a short notice 




The London Philharmonic 
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment 


40 Standing room places ® £10 
for all performances on sale from 20 April 


iril) 01273 813813 
Sundavs 10am - 6pm 
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Howto 


keep Mum 


Carol Thatcher^ portrait of her lather reveals a humbling little 
Englander with a surprising streak of clear-sightedness and 
and an instinct for word damage limitation. By Robert Winder 


O ne of che greatest mysteries of 
the Thatcher years was how the 
prime Mininster's husband man- 
aged to avoid the kind of sar- 
castic opprobrium that is rou- 
tinely heaped onto female 
political consorts such as Glenys Kin- 
nock. Hillary Clinton or Cherie Blair. 
Denis Thatcher was. after all, a senior 
industrialist, a union-bashing and social- 
ist-hating director of a multinational 
company (Burmah Oil); and, as he 
himself couldn't help pointing out, he 
knew more about economics than half 
the Cabinet. Yet for over a decade the 
media was happy to portray him as 
nothing more than a Pooterish, pink- 
gin-und-goii bore in a silly hat, practis- 
ing his seven-iron on the lawn at Che- 
quers white his wife dealt with the fate 
ot nations indoors. 

No one ever suggested that he was 
pulling strings, culling shots or weaving 
tricky webs behind the scene; no one 
ever tell that the country had fallen into 
the unelected hands of a malign, right- 
wing Ra>pu tin with a sinister line in per- 
suasive piiluw-talk. On the contrary, he 
never seemed like anything more than 
u long-suffering, henpecked old fogey 
who didn't want much out of life, just 
a kip in front of the rugby and a sharp- 
ener before lunch. 

Obviously it helped that Mrs 
Thatcher rarely gave any sign of being 
susceptible to special pleading from 
anyione - let alone some dimwit hus- 
band. And Private Eye played its part, 
contributing enjoyaMy to the depiction 
of Denis as a buffoon through the 
“Dear Bill" letters. Bui Denis Tharcher 
himself, as this surprisingly crisp biog- 
raphy by his daughter makes plain , can 
take most of the credit for keeping him- 
self out of harm's way. Inspired by an 
old maxim of his father's - “Whales 
don't get killed unless they spout" - he 
made the extremely shrewd decision to 
give no interviews of any sort during his 
wife's stay in the limelight When he met 
the Duchess of York at a dinner and she 
“whined" about the bad press she 
always received, he was unsympathetic. 
“Ma’am," he said. “Has it occurred to 
you to keep your mouth shut?" 

His own vow of silence was followed 
through wiih unusual resolve and atten- 


Below the Parapet: A Biography of 
Denis Thatcher by Carol Thatcher 
HarperCaiifns, 


lion to detail. “Never make speeches 
longer than four minutes,” he wrote, 
“and prepare them very carefully to 
ensure that there is no possible quote. 
This results in the press not ever report- 
ing that you were there at all". Many 
people would have resented being por- 
trayed as such a twerp, but Denis has 
the last laugh here. “Remember that it 
is better to keep your mouth shut and 
he thought a fooL" he advised one 
would-be consort, “than open it and 
remove all doubt". 

In one sense it is odd that the nation 
seemed, if anything, to pity him - a s if 
it were automatically an indignity for a 
man to have a wife more powerful than 
himself. It was always presumed that 
Denis must “mind"; in fact, of course, 
he had one of the most interesting and 
lively retirements anyone could wish for, 
and knew it (“For 40 years I have been 
married to one of the greatest women 
the world has ever produced".) He was 
helped by having a clear-sighted and 
realistic dislike of politics in the first 
place. “So many politicians,” he tells his 
daughter, “are under the misappre- 
hension that the rest of us think all the 
time about politics; the truth of the mat- 
ter is, the great British people don’t give 
a damn. The only people who keep it 
going is the press". 

This might seem jaundiced, but Mrs 
Thatcher was probably lucky to be 
married to a man with this point of view. 
Just imagine what she’d have been like 
if she’d had someone egging her on. 
And it allowed Denis to be more per- 
ceptive, at times, than his wife’s 
entourage of political advisers. In one 
of the book's great moments of inside 
knowledge, Denis raises a glass to the 
euphoria that followed Mrs Thatcher’s 
third election win and says, “In a year, 
she’ll be so unpopular you won’t believe 
it". 

It is widely suposed that this book is 
Carol Thatcher's sneaky revenge against 
her mother. It is true that MrsT. hardly 



"Better to 
keep your 
mouth 
shut end 


cuts a likeable figure, dashing in and out 
of the house without so much as a 
How’s-your-father. But it is inevitable 
that a book whose aim is to restore the 
reputation of Denis should to some 
extent amplify what it was he had to put 
up with. As soon as Maggie became 
leader of the Opposition, for instance, 
she was assigned a security guard. Denis 
was the last to know. One night he 
returned to the house in Flood Street 
and a found a man he took to be a friend 
of Mark’s. “When Margaret arrived, we 
started leaving and, bugger me if this 
chap didn't follow us out. No one told 
me who the hell he was." 

There are numerous moments of 
forlorn good humour such as this. 
Denis was in the hotel suite when Cecil 
Parkinson resigned. “Margaret said to 
him, “I'm very unhappy but you’ve no 
choice but to get out. otherwise the 
press will be at you". He agreed. Then 
he mentioned that he was due to open 
the new Blackpool heliport and unveil 
a commemorative plaque. Margaret 
said, ‘Never mind that. Denis will go and 
do it'. I did. I pulled the string and it had 


a brass plaque underneath it, which 
read, 'Opened by the Rt Hon Cecil 
Parkinson...’ " 

One of the reasons why Private Eye 
loved Denis Thatcher was because he 
had, not just the well-bugger-me lan- 
guage of the little Englander, but that 
he also held exactly the kind of narrow 
prejudices you find in the car park at 
Twickeis. He would refer to the inhab- 
itants of Brixton as fuzzy-wuzzies, but 
would be mortifed to think that he’d 
upset them. He was a lover of South 
Africa, but strikingly unimpressed by 
uppity, post-colonial types from else- 
where. "Who do you think is worse," he 
asked delegates at a Commonwealth 
Conference, "Sonny bloody Ramphal or 
Ma sodding Gandhi?". India, he 
thought, was “high on the buggeration 
factor"; and he was not impressed by the 
Falkland Islands on his post-victory 
tour. “We sure as hell didn’t go there 
for the real estate.” he said. “It’s miles 
and miles of bugger-all". 

It isn’t clear, actually, that Carol 
Thatcher has done her father too many 
favours with this book. After an awful 


Photo: Rex 
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start (“It was a U-turn of mega pro- 
portions-.”) she settles into a good, easy 
stride, and she has used her relation- 
ship cleverly. It is hardly an intimate 
memoir - it doesn’t, in fact, feel as if 
Carol knows her father all that welL But 
she certainly knows more about his 
domestic life than any outsider. For 
some reason, she seems to find her 
dad’s rudeness to waiters a sign of wag- 
gish charm - he liked his meat burnt 
and frequently accused people of giv- 
ing him food that was still alive. “If l 
take my hand off this bird it’ll fly 
away," be told one poor fellow. “Take 
it away, kill it and cook it" 

At times like this he is exactly like the 
man in the “Dear Bill" letters - a 
pompous old eccentric who disguises his 
own battiness in an assumption that he 
is surrounded by twits. But at other 
times, she uncovers a streak of some- 
thing so unsentimental and open that it 
is rather touching. “The war didn’t 
have a traumatic effect on me," he 
muses, “but I think I'm an insensitive 
person". And what's more, by jingo, he’s 
proud of it. 


All you need to know about 

the books you meant to read 

^ by Gavin 

.Ty* Griffiths 

if 


EVELINA (1778) 
by Fanny Burney 

Plot: Evelina is 17 and beautiful 

with “a certain air of 

inexperience and innocence". 

Abandoned by her father, she is 
brought up in the country by 
her wise and sententious 
guardian, the Rev Mr VUlars. 
Now of marriageable age, she is 
invited by a friend of Villars to 
stay in London. Here she learns 
to mind her p’s and q’s, and 
falls in love with the courtly 
Lord Orvflle. But her relatives 
seep with coarseness and 
snobbery and indulge in 
slapstick, and Evelina is stalked 
by the rakish nincompoop 
Clement Willoughby, who 
would be the villain of the 
piece were he not such a mess 
of affectation. Finally, Sir John 
Belmont acknowledges his 
deserted daughter and proves 
to be golden-hearted. Evelina 
becomes a wealthy heiress, 
which assists her marriage to 
Lord Orville. “T knew not till 
now,” she writes “how 
requisite are birth and 
fortune to the attainment of 
respect and civility." 

Theme: The exchanges between 
Evelina and her guardian are 
the moral core of the novel. 
Evelina is inexperienced, but 
her judgements are rooted in 
empirical observation. Burney 
demonstrates that although 
Evelina is free in her 
judgement, she must conform 
to the female stereotype 
of passivity. 

Chief strengths: The book is a 
patchwork of previous writers. 
The claustrophobic domesticity 
of Richardson is given fresh air; 
Fielding's didacticism is 
presented more “objectively*; 
even Smollet's penchant for 
crude farce is included. 

Chief weakness: The men - a 
dreadful bunch of club bores. 
The most difficult passages to 
digest are Evelina’s outbursts 
about her guardian; “With a 
pleasure that bordered on 
agony, I embraced his knees." 

What they thought of it then: Samuel 
Johnson thought it was better 
than Fielding. Gibbon read it 
in a day, Reynolds and Burke 
in a night 

What we think of it now: Burney's 
enthusiastic espousal of 
quietism poses problems; 
Richardson is more radical in 
his view of women’s rights. 

Responsible for: Inspiring Jane 
Austen, of course. 
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Audiobooks 


From the author of Knowledge of Angels 
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Jill Paton Walsh 
A School for Lovers 

Mozart’s Cosi Fan Tuttc 
and a contemporary love 
story are ingeniously 
interwoven in this 
elegant and witty novel. 


From the author of Sucking Sherbet Lemons 


Michael Carson 
The Knight of the 
Flaming Heart 

When Sir Roger 
Casement appears in 
the 1990s in a sleepy 
Irish village the modern 
day miracles begin . . . 

A rich and poetic 
novel of wir, wisdom 
and humanity. 
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BLACK Jj. SWAN 


W hen I'm gone", said Howard 
Hughes, thing in Acapulco, 
with festering bedsores un- 
tended on his hack and an income of 
S75.000 an hour, “the biographers are 
going to flock around, and I don’t 
want them to dwell on the girls and 
the movies. I want to be remembered 
for only one i hing - my contribution 
to aviation." 

Fai chance. The biographers have 
flocked, and it is on the girls and the 
movies that they have dwelled most 
lovingly. Few biographies of aviators 
come equipped, a-- this one does, with 
a five-page list of their sexual con- 
quests and near-misses, in alphabet- 
ical order. 

This is an anthology of Holly- 
wood’s finest- from Carla Balenda 
(“Real name. Sully Bliss", probably 
platonic) by way of Joan Crawford. 
Bette Doris. Yvonne de Carla Olivia 
de Havilland. and A\a Gardner, all 
through to Jane Russell (“Mean. 
mooch 1 , magnificent") Lana Turner 
("the Sweater Girl") and the sump- 
tuously named debutante, Gforia 
VhnderbiJL 

Philip Larkin was ill-informed. 
However long it took lo catch on in 
HulL in Hollywood sexual inter- 
course was well-established a gen- 
eration hcForc 1963. Bui there is 
nothing quite so tedious as lists of 
sexual conquests. Hughes's /wy- 
cJtopatftobpa sexuaUs is not alto- 
gether uninteresting, though, just 
because he was so crazy. Brown and 
Braeske dignify his brand of insane 
bullying with the term "Obsessive- 
Compulsive Disorder", which is as 
good a name as any other. Disorder 
it certainly was. 

Hughes w as u caricature of Ihe old- 
style phalloeraL Although he kept 
company with some highly indepen- 
dent women, such as Ava Gardner 
and Katharine Hepburn, he wits into 
imprisonment and harems. He used 
to have his people ship, in.' “starlets". _ 



Howard HughesJfie Untold 
Story by Brown and Braeske 
Little, Brown, £20 


Hugfies: the syphilitic sultan 

the fresher the belter, from the Mid 
West and points south. They were 
warehoused, cuiffed. styled and given 
elocution lessons until ready for the 
imperial casting couch. 

He even communicated for 
mi inths on end with one of his wives, 
the good-natured Jean Peters, by tele- 
phone alone. He had her installed in 
one bungalow in a Beverly Hills gar- 
den while he was living in another, 
and be rented six other accommo- 
dations for spies, goons, gofers and 
body-servants. 

These creeps most of them Mor- 
muns applied him with written reports 
cm what iris wife was up to fAl&Sam. 
JP ordered one coffee, 2 milk and 
papers". ) Peters had to communicate 
with her husband through the sane 
creeps- M 3.lftim. Tdl Mr Huglna I'm 
sick and tired of waiting for him local! 
and I'm going in bed."' 

Hughes was terrified of germs. He 
jkji only insisted that everything that 
came near him be handled in wads 
of Kleenex, he issued lengthy instruc- 
tions on how to pick things up with 
it. “if you need to lower the scat," he 
told Juan Peters when escorting her 
to the movies, “do it with Kleenex." 
Somewhere along the way. in spite of 


this cleanliness fetish (which seems 
to have been encouraged by his 
over-protective mother) ."the authors 
believe that Hughes contracted 
syphilis. They say it had reached the 
tertiary stage (dementia and loco- 
motor ataxia) by the time he was in 
his fifties. 

The pox would account for some 
of the craziness of his Iaterycars, but 
the explanation is not wholly con- 
vincing. For one thing, although the 
Mormon creeps kept him in an inert 
slate with massive doses of codeine 
and valium, when it suited them 
(when, say, they needed him to sign 
some papers), they would cut off the 
dosage and the poor old man would 
perk up. They would cut his lank hair, 
have a horber trim his filthy beard, cut 
his talon-like finger and toenails, and 
he would do the business, sometimes 
even coming up with some fancy 
engineering mathematics. Then they 
would hit mm with the codeine and 

valium, and it would be the hairy hur- 
mrt of Acapulco -or Las Vfcgas or the 
Bahamas - all over again. 

If Hughes was in some ways a 
monster, he also possessed something 
of that combination of intelligence, 
energy and self-centred determina- 
tion we call genius. His father 
invented an ingenious rockbit for oil 
drilling and Howard Jr inherited a 
vast income derived from Hughes 
TooL But he really did make a major 
contribution to aviation. He was 
obsessed with flight from an early age, 
and even before he had a pilot’s 
licence hod assembled the world's 
biggest aerial navy to shoot the war 
movie, HeU* t Angfe- He had the 
courage of a psychopath, and went on 


flying after numerous crashes, two of 
which did damage to his tall, lanky 
body that would have killed most 
men. 

He set new records for flying 
across the US, then around the 
world. He created the airline TWA. 
In the Second World War. he built 
Hughes Electronics into the biggest 
supplier of weapons systems to the 
US navy and airforce. He designed 
and test-flew the legendary “Spruce 
Goose", a giant wooden aircraft. 
He invented the air-to-air missile. 
He invented, then mass-produced, 
the “all-weather interceptor" 
fighter, and designed the naviga- 
tion system for the F-102. He vir- 
tually invented the battle heli- 
copter, and pioneered unmanned 
satellites. 

Finally, he was involved in secret 
business with the CIA and other 
hush-hush agencies, including a 
scheme to lift a Soviet submarine 
from the bed of the Pacific. There is, 
too, a sense in which Watergate was 
about" Howard Hughes. He gave 
large amounts of money to Richard 
Nixon, some of it undeclared cash to 
finance dirty tricks. 

Brown and Broeske do not delve 
very deeply into Hughes’ involve- 
ment in Watergate, nor do they 
unravel in any very satisfactory way 
nis business history. They only sketch 
in various intrigues by the Mormon 
creeps to take advantage of Hughes's 
illnesses, natural and artificially 
induced, to take over his industrial 
empire and his vast other assets. 
Tncy make a valiant effort to obey 
the craty titan’s dyingwish and write 
about his contribution lo aviation, 
but you sense their hearts are not 
wholly in it. 

They are in their element, though, 
when u comes to dope and broads, 
machinating Mormons, and the 
wphnn te sultan’s Hollywood harem. 
^*0 all about it. 1 



Gulliver's Travels 
read by Neville Jason 

Rhodes to Home 
read by Gary Rhodes 


| f you were unenlightened as 
I to the point of Jonathan 
Swift’s legendary satire by 
Channel 4’s much-hyped 
Easter two-parter, you’ll enjoy 
Neville Jason's measured and 
intelligent reading of the real 
thing. Gullrver’s Travels 
(Naxos, 4hrs, £7.99) includes 
Blefescu, Laputa, Luggnagg 
and the Houybnhnms as well 
as Lilliput and Brobdingnag 
adventures, and is much 
embellished by incidental 
music by Handel. 

Can cookery work on tape? 
Much of the wince factor m 
Rhodes to Home (Reed Audio, 
£7.99) is a case of a perky 
television cook uneasy without 
visual prompts. Gaiy wastes 
valuable seconds insisting on 
how good everything is going 
to be, then glosses over the 
trickier manoeuvres Involved. 
But this made mouth-watering . 
listening on the way to Tesco’s, 
and a useful booklet of 

ingredients is included. . 

Christina Hardyment 
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Special to 6od: Tumec too, came to admire the Tuscany and the Florentines and painted this view of their city from San Miniato Photograph: Bridgemean/National Gallery. London 

A stylish scurry across the Amo 

The British have always loved Florence. George Bull enjoys a celebration of the jewel of Chiantishire 


Florence: A Portrait by Michael Levey, Cape, £25 


T he Florentines, like the English, 
have tended to think themselves 
special to God, even when he was 
chastising them. Writing his life of 
Michelangelo, the incomparable 
art historian Giorgio \fesari grandil- 
oquently reported that, seeing that Tuscan 
genius had always been pre-eminent in the 
arts of painting, sculpture and architec- 
ture, the Almighty “chose to have 
Michelangelo bom a Florentine, so that 
one of her own citizens might bring to 
absolute perfection the achievements for 
which Florence was justly renowned”. 

The Florentines and the English, more- 
over, have long displayed mutual admi- 
ration and regard, the former welcoming 
a long line of often conveniently rich expa- 
triate English eccentrics, and (if well-off 
themselves) habitually employing English 
nannies, the latter eventually coming after 
the days of the Grand Tbur to appreciate 
art in Florence and to prize the city as the 
cradle of the Renaissance. A unique trea- 
sury of Western art and one of the most 
beautiful dries in the world, Florence need 
not fret about being ignored by non-Tuscan 
Italians, for the English love her still, have 
created '‘Chiantishire’’ to be near her. and 
now offer a glowing tribute from one of 
their subtlest, roost literate art historians. 

Michael Levey’s “portrait" of Florence 
is a true travail de longue haleme, and the 
reader must take it slowly or soon grow 
breathless. Concentration as well as sta- 
mina is needed, as if on a real-life scuny 
through the city trying to take in Duorao, 
BargeUo and Prilazzo Vecchio, the UfSzi, 


San Lorenzo and the riches across the 
Amo; the art, painting and architecture, in 
laige perspective and fine detail. Levey sets 
out to convey a sweeping historical view of 
Florence, of its physical development and 
political vicissitudes as these transformed 
the city between the Trecento and now. and 
a series of balanced appreciations of influ- 
ential Florentines, thinkers, artists and 
politicians, as well as critical descriptions 
of its variegated artistic achievements. 

He says, simply and boldly, that the 
book “is deliberately not purely a histor- 
ical account, nor... an outline of Floren- 
tine art through the ages, and still less is 
it a guide-booiL But it partakes of all three 
categories of approach, mingling them as 
history and art are mingled in the city. I 
recognise that at times such mingling 
may create some bewilderment... 77 . Well, 
yes, they do, and yes, the "Selective 
Chronology” does, as Levey hopes, pro- 
vide a “handrail” for the reader shaky on 
facts; but Levey carries it off because of 
the insights he provides, looking with a 
keen and educated eye into the splendours 
and delights of art and pictures, statues, 
buildings, and objets d'art of Florence. 

Over the years, the erstwhile director of 
the National Gallery has written with per- 
ception and enthusiasm on Early and High 
Renaissance painting, on French and 
Venetian painting in 18th-century Venice, 
on Ottoman art, and significantly on his 
favourites, Tiepolo and Mozart. The story 
of Florence happily lets Levey bring 
Mozart into the picture (as composer of 
La Clemenza di Tito, written in 1787 to cel- 


ebrate the coronation in Prague of Pietro 
Leopoldo, Grand Duke of Tuscany) and 
Tiepolo, as painting in Venice the same 
subject that Vincenzo Meucei showed 
about the same time in Florence (in a 
“pretty, powder-puff rococo ceiling dec- 
oration”). In general, Levey demonstrates 
in his scholarly writing the qualities of 
sprezzatura exemplified by both of his idols. 

Florence: A Portrait encapsulates a socio- 
political history of Florence which cannot 
be faulted and which every so often is 
more than just a summary of other schol- 
ars’ work. At its best in this context, the 
book in its last few pages - an Epilogue 
on the "revolution of taste which brought 
back to a central place in cultural con- 
sciousness the art of 15th-century Flo- 
rence, and that of earlier centuries” - 
informatively connects to the "thrilling 
cause” of the RisoigLmeoto a little genre 
painting by Odoardo Borrani of a seated 
girl sewing the three-coloured flag of 
Italy, with the date of 26 April 1859, when 
the last Grand Duke quit Florence for 
ever. Politics and art can't be always 
linked so neatly, but Levey succeeds in 
interweaving his material from the dif- 
ferent strands of Florence’s history 
smoothly enough. On politics, he often has 
interesting and fresh things to say - as 
when he marvels, not that the “precari- 
ously balanced, partly undefined system of 
government” of Cosimo, Piero and 
Lorenzo de Medici came abruptly to an 
end when the French invaded Italy in 1494, 
but that it had managed to endure so long. 
On Tliscan literature, he writes with easy 


familiarity, reminding us that Dante's 
Florence lacked the famous and familiar 
buildings we see now as its very quintes- 
sence and approximated, in its heaven- 
protected antiquity, to the poet's own 
expressed ideal of a city living in “peace, 
sobriety and decency”. 

The interest of Michael Levey’s attrac- 
tively illustrated (if inadequately indexed) 
cornucopia of a book ultimately springs 
from his informed and enthusiastic descrip- 
tions of its glorious pictures, statues and 
buildings. Invariably he brings this art 
vividly to life, placing it firmly in context, 
and often as not boldly declaring whether 
or not it is novel or fresh or revolutionary. 
Michelangelo's Doni tondo , for instance - 
“the essentially sculpted group of Virgin, 
Child and St Joseph... lit with dazzling 
clarity and set in a rocky landscape where 
naked youths, half-athletes, half-bathers, 
strangely lounge” - invites Levey’s com- 
ment: “Nothing like it had been painted 
before in Florence. ..” Again. of Michelan- 
gelo’s statues of the Capitani in San 
Lorenzo, Levey affirms: “Never before in 
a Christian religious environment had any 
men been raised at death to the status of 
a demi-god...” 

This is not the stuff of guidebooks, cer- 
tainly, but Levey’s portrait of Florence is 
crammed with information to interest 
and bemuse the tourist as well as the stu- 
dent. He would make a marvellous guide 
to his beloved Florence, and would be for- 
given for occasionally dragging in British 
politics and for introducing Michelangelo’s 
universal David as a “gay icon”. 


Tracking the secret of King Lear’s letters 

Did Shakespeare^ audiences see the same plays as us? By Lachlan Mackinnon 



T he major development in 
Renaissance literary scholar- 
ship over the last 10 years or so 
has been the rise of what is called 
the New Historidsm. New His- 
toricisis want to place literary texts 
. in the context of social histoiy, to 
show bow they form part of a larger 
documentary continuum in which 
early modem ideas about selfhood 
emerged, and were enacted, in 
■ the courtroom as much as in the 
playhouse. The aim is not simply to 
show how a contemporary audi- 
ence might have understood 
r poems-pf plays, but to demonstrate 
a continuity between literaiy and 
hon-literary concerns. The. nine- 
essays in Lisa Jardine’s new book 
exemplify some aspects of New 
Historicist practice. 

, The most interesting is “Read- 
ing and the Technology of Textual 
Affect”, which draws together 
Erasmus’s views on the wnting of 

letlers.aind’ the extraordinary num- 
ber of letters exchanged in King 
Lear. Professor Jardine shows that 
Erasmus saw the familiar letter as 
“a highly crafted form of comm u- 
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ni cation” which aimed “to convey 
passionate feeling, to create bonds 
of friendship, and to make the 
absent loved one (or intellectual 
kindred spirit) vividly present.” 
This understanding was inherited 
by Shakespeare’s contemporaries. 

At first sight, it seems pretty 
obvious that Tetters are conscious 
rhetorical constructs; we address 
our lovers and our bank managers, 
in different styles. Professor Jar- 
dine’s point is more subtle, though, 
because it relates letter-writing to 
the establishment of community 
between individuals. The Eras- 
. mian letter is an honest substitute 
. for .being personally present, hut : 
when Goneril, for instance, asks 
her villainous servant Oswald 
“Have you writ that letter to my sis- 
ter?”, we see that the ideal of per- 
sonal candour has been replaced by 
rhetorical espertise,tothe destrm> 
tion of community. 

Ptofessor Jardine argues that 
Shakespeare's audience, having' 
Iheseideas about letters, valued the 
“controDed . expression of feeling” 
and mistrusted the *7aw emotion” 


Essays in Appreciation 
by Christopher Ricks 
Clarendon Press, £25 

which, she says, is all the honest 
characters have left A modern 
audience, however, responds more 
immediately to pure feeling because 
we do not expect truth to be 
expressed rhetorically, “like 
Gloucester and Edgar, we experi- 
ence with immediacy that raw emo- 
tional intensity in amoral, social and 
historical void”, whereas Shake- 
speare’s audience would have been 
appalled by the loss of emotional 
control those characters undergo. 
Fbt them, that was the tragedy. 

Generalisations about Shake- 
speare’s audience are, of course, 
usually deeply unhelpful and often 
patronising, suggesting as they 
invariably do that the past was a lit- 
tle dimmer and a lot less various 
than the present. I find h hard to 
believe that the groundlings had so 
strongly and unanimously inter- 


nalised Erasmus’s commentary on 
a letter of St Jerome or its assump- 
tions; after all, as Professor Jardine 
points out, Lear himself does not 
share that understanding. 

None the less, this essay is valu- 
able on two counts. First it 
undoubtedly shows a response 
which was possible for some of 
Shakespeare’s audience, and one 
which is now unfamiliar. Secondly, 
without saying so, it returns us to 
the perennial mystery of Shake- 
speare’s own relation to language, 
the radical scepticism which 
explains why we find in him no 
authorial commitment to the view 
that one utterance is more true 
than another, to that sense, though, 
Shakespeare's understanding is 
wider than Professor Jardine’s. 

The other essays in this book 
deal with Othello, Hamlet , Twelfth 
Night, Marlowe’s The Jew of Malta 
and Middleton's and Rowley s The 
Oiangefing. In each case, Jardine 
relates the plays to evidence drawn 
from social histoiy. The odd effect 
is that the Shakespearian texts 
seem much more boring than usual 


but the others more interesting. 

Dealing with The Jew of Malta, 
for instance. Professor Jardine bril- 
liantly demonstrates that Barabas. 
the central figure, encapsulates a 
number of conteraporaiy concerns 
about early capitalism for which a 
Jew was the necessary contempo- 
rary embodiment. For once, the 
play seems much more than a fas- 
cinating cartoon. 

In the same essays though, she 
attacks The Merchant of Venice 
because Shakespeare’s presenta- 
tion of Shyiock as “pathologically 
greedy, deceitful vengeful and inhu- 
mane” whether or not this was for 
simply dramatic reasons, inevitably 
engages us “against his generalised 
person, his alienness and his creed”. 

She comes close to arguing that 
Marlowe was more aware than 
Shakespeare, which seems im- 
plausible. while the reading of The 
Merchant as anti-Semitic is sim- 
plistic . Such slack moments mean 
that this book is. in the end, con- 
siderably less than the sum of its 
parts -like all too much New His- 
toricist writing. 
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'■ wondered if perhaps it were 

■ all dawning on him at last; 

■ if he were beginning to 
realise that, having engaged, the 
night before, in activities as 
diverse as being dragged bodily 
and giggling from a crowded 
auditorium, committing grand 
larceny, and getting a hand job 
in a public place, he was now on 
his way to spend Passover, of all 
things, with the family of his 
dissolute professor's estranged 
wife, in a dented Ford Galaxie 
within whose trunk lay the body 
of a dog he had killed/ 
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'A superb creation, a raucously 
comic yet deeply lyrical work. 

Chabon has evolved into a 
seriously funny writer, a master 
of the comic set-up/ 
Sunday Times 

'Reminiscent of early John Irving 
with flashes of William Boyd, 
Wonder Boys is highly 
accomplished and great fun/ 
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Love in the afternoon 

Doris Lessingti first novel for eight years is a subtle vignette of late middle-aged passion. Louise Doughty finds her in top form 


A U writers and reviewers 
should read Doris Less- 
ing's own preface to her 
world-famous bestseller 
The Golden Notebook. In 
it. Lessing admits to losing 
her sense of perspective about crit- 
ical opinion when her masterwork 
was published. “Recovering bal- 
ance, I understood the problem. It 
is that writers are looking in the crit- 
ics for an alter ego, that other self 
more intelligent than oneself who 
has seen what one is reaching for. 
and who judges you only by whether 
you have matched up to your aim 
or not." New novelists should have 
those words tattooed on their 
chests. 

Lore, Again is Lessing’s first 
novel for eight years and its aim 
could be colloquially distilled as the 
desire to prove that there’s life in 
the old dog yet. She has partially 
succeeded, both in terms of demon- 
strating her own writing skill and in 
the presentation of her subject 
matter, a convincing portrayal of an 
elderly, secure and intelligent 
woman failing comprehensively 
and fruitlessly in love with not one 
but two much younger men. 

Sarah Durham, "a good name 
for a sensible woman", is a sixty- 
something theatre manager, com- 
fortable in her comfortable home 
and at ease with her job at The 
Green Bird, the successful fringe 
theatre where she has worked for 
years. Widowed when young, she 
has raised two children on her own 
and remained cheerfully inviolate 
to the arrows of romantic passion 
ever since. The only persistent 
cloud on her life has been Joyce, 
her troubled teenaged niece, who 
hangs out on the streets with pros- 
titutes and drug addicts and turns 
up at her aunt's place once in a 
while to have a hot bath and pinch 
some jewellery. 

Joyce is only a minor character 


Love, Again 
by Doris Lessing 
Flamingo, £15.99 


but her presence resonates 
throughout the book, a salutary 
reminder that youth is not all sun- 
bathing in bi kinis and romping in 
the long grass. Without her the 
novel would be much more routine. 

The main narrative strand is 
based on the Green Bird's latest 
production, a play about a turn of 
the century artist and musician 
railed Julie Vairon. Asocial outcast 
during her lifetime, Julie is now an 
icon - particularly to Stephen 
EUington-Smith, an aristocratic 
patron of the arts who is “angel" to 
The Green Bird’s production, first 
in France, then in the grounds of his 
English country manor. The char- 
acter of Stephen is the book's big 
problem. He is obsessively in love 
with the long-dead Julie and a 
walking example of the havoc love 
can wreak in those unused to its rav- 
ages. But his obsession is underway 
long before the book begins and we 
never realty understand its genesis. 

Sarah's passions are much more 
concrete us she fails firstly for Bill, 
the plays handsome juvenile lead, 
and then Henry, its director. Both 
men are young enough to be her 
sons and BOI. In particular, is spec- 
tacularly unworthy of her affections. 
Sarah's awareness of this is her chief 
redeeming feature. Even in the 
throes of sexual longing, she never 
loses her sense of How ridiculous 
the whole thing is. Once Bill has 
kicked open the door of her care- 
fully preserved self-containment, 
the floodgates are open and Henry 
walks right in. 

It is profoundly disappointing for 



Doris Lessing: theories of love and messy practicalities 


the reader - never mind Sarah - 
that she never gets to consummate 
either of these amours. Lessing’s 
subject matter is the theory of love 
as much as its messy practicalities. 
(She quotes so many authors and 
songwriters on the topic that it is 
hard to avoid the suspicion she has 
riffled a dictionary of quotations). 
In the same way, there is little sense 
of the economic realities of running 
a theatre. Lessing has a thousand 
people turn up for an open-air dress 
rehearsal of Julie Vhiron in a 
remote rural area of France - and 
they all go away enraptured despite 


the fact that there is no banked 
seating or amplification. What she 
does capture - quite brilliantly - is 
the joyous self-absorption of a 
group of people all bent on the 
same artistic endeavour - the 
instant bondings, the sexual ten- 
sions and the claustrophobia. 

Jn many ways, the most inter- 
esting relationships in the book are 
the non-romantic ones. There is an 
excoriating portrayal of Hal, 
Sarah’s awful Harley Street 
brother, father to the unfortunate 
Joyce. At one point, Sarah visits 
their mother to try and understand 


Photograph; Jeremy Nicholl 

her own newty-acquired emotional 
vulnerability but comes away with- 
out an answer. We are (eft to 
speculate about the extent to which 
the seeds of romantic destruction 
are sown during childhood. In a 
scene of intense, almost painful 
insight, Sarah witnesses a harassed 
mother cruelty ignoring her tod- 
dler daughter in a park and a kalei- 
doscope of possibilities about 
Sarah's own, unexplored child- 
hood opens up. It is a wonderful 
moment in a book which, for ail its 
imperfections, is full of Fine 
thought and feeling. 


Piers and pie and Pinkie^ heir 

Chris Paling wrote his first novel commuting between Brighton and London. The second tackles the home turf. By Christopher Hawtree 


mast plead guilty to manufacturing 
this Brighton of mine as I never 
manufactured Mexico or Indo- 
China." So said Graham Greene of 
a novel which. 60 years on. keeps such 
a grip on the imagination that visitors 
to the coastal resort are invariably 
disappointed by the reality of a 
provincial town choc-a-block with 
buses ferrying people to the suburbs 
in time for high tea 
The? has not prevented periodic 
attempts at The Great Brighton Novel 
With his second newt dose on the heels 
of the admirable debut After die Raid, 
Chris Baling has come up with some- 
thing which might have resulted had 
David Cook written Pulp Fiction. In his 
first novel. Paling created a wartime 


world strung somewhere between 
reality and madness, one in which the 
mind’s cl iffe of Call were as vivid as the 
railway carriages, asylum and ter- 
raced houses through which its trou- 
bled hero appeared to pass. 

Deserters, told some while after the 
event by a bisexual wastrel Qiffie, is 
rather more strung out. He has 
fetched up in Brighton and, needs 
must, moved in with Barry, the pro- 
prietor of a tarted-up greasy spoon. 
Before long. Qiffie is also in thrall to 
the disturbed May, a lodger in the 
place. Cttffie decides to spirit her out, 
and so begins something of a Walter- 
and-June odyssey, one which has both 
hoodlums said officialdom on their 
trail after a fracas on the Pier and their 


Deserters 
by Chris Paling 
Cape, £14.99 


making off with another woman's 
child. Of a certain Mr. HoIIingcr we 
are told, *Td never considered him to 
be a proper first division villain. He 
had too much intelligence for that. 
Pure villainy requires a good deal 
more mental instability'."’ Such pithy 
remarks fill the novel, as Qiffie and 
May find it safer to separate and (after 
some nasty dealings that make Cliflie 
fearful for his lips) he ends up with a 
stint in Lewes gaol. 


The stoiy is not consistently told 
from Qiffie s point of view. Early on, 
he observes, for example, that “the 
darkness allows you to take a slice of 
the room and own it for a moment 
before passing on and finding 
another, until all of the room is 
yours.” This authorial voice keeps 
creeping into Qiffie territory. 
“There’s something haughty and fem- 
inine about the town. It’s unforgivably 
ugly and new in too many places but 
there's still enough life in the lofty old 
harlot for her to throw her skirts 
round you and haul you close for a 
long slow dance.” That, surely, is the 
fegend^xinscious voice of Riling, who 
then slips into this, more akin to 
Qiffie: “People who come for the day 


never see that The place is a bitch to 
the day tripper, they’re corralled 
down the worst dog-shit -laden streets, 
the poorest fattiest restaurants, the 
most expensive pubs with the dirtiest 
glasses. But it serves them right." 

Just as Brighton town councillors 
were once alarmed by signs (“Buy 
Brighton Rode”) which inadvertently 
advertised Greene's novel, they will 
doubtless distance themselves from 
Paling's view of the place. That would 
be blinkered of them. Whatever the 
faults of the novel's shifting tone, it has 
something of that distinct view of the 
work! which made one certain that the 
author of After the Raid is among the 
most accomplished English novelists 
to emerge in recent years. 


Portrait of the artist 
as cinematographer 

Gilbert Adair is entranced by Kundera’s latest 
tricks to mimic time and motion 


ilan Kundera’s new 
novel Slowness was pub- 
lished in French (the 
-language in which, for the 
firsr time in its author's 
career, it was composed) 
exactly a year ago, more or 
Jess simultaneously with the 
release of the fiun Speed. 
The choice was therefore a 
plain and unambiguous one: 
speed or slowness? A film 
which, predicated on the 
notion that speed, that 
emblematic symbol and 
symptom of modernity, was 
in itself an unequivocally 
good thing, hurtled towards 
its denouement with the 
inflexi ble single mindedness 
of an arrow which, were it to 
be distracted by anything on 
its trajectory, would miss its 
target? Ora novel which cel- 
ebrated the self-teasingly 
Epicurean delight in taking 
one's own sweet time, which 
toasted “those loafing heroes 
of folk song, those vagabonds 
who roam from one mill to 
another and bed down under 
the stars"? 

Such a juxtaposition is 
apter than one might have 
expected, since, if it reads 
not at all like a putative 
film treatment, the narrative 
of Slowness does possess a 
dreamily digressive, faintly 
filmic feel, most reminis- 
cent of that of Renoir's La 
Regie du jeu or Resnais's La 
Vie est un roman. Its present 
tense (for this is a fiction of 
multiple tenses, some of 
them, so to speak, condi- 
tional) is set in a chateau in 
France to which Kundera 
himself and his wife Vera 
motor down for a brief 
break. (The chateau, like so 
many, has been recycled into 
a hotel). 

Along the way, however, 
he thinks of “another jour- 
ney from Paris out to a coun- 
try chateau", that made by 
the two protagonists of 
Vivant Denon's libertine 
novella Point de lendemain 
(or No Tomorrow), first pub- 
lished, anonymously, in 1777. 
That, in turn, segues seam- 
lessly into a commentary on 
Les Liaisons Dangereuses and 
the true meaning of the word 
“hedonism", which (we are 
now inside the hotel itself) 
reminds him of a friend, Vin- 
cent, and his unconditional 
adulation of the inteilectnal 
Pontevin, which prompts 
reflections on the whole phe- 
nomenon of the image- 
obsessed media pundit, 
which then.... 

I could go on. And I per- 
haps ought to, for I have to 
confess that I simply cannot 


Slowness 
by Milan Kundera 
Faber, £12.99 


figure out how he does it 
Lflce ail of Kundera’s books. 
Slowness modulates between 
past and present, between 
fiction and fantasy, between 
memoir and essay, but with 
. so slyly agile-footed a grace, 
so mercurial an insouciance, 
it seems almost never to 
touch the ground. (The 
exceptional limpidity and 
refinement of the prose may 
be a function of the fact that, 
writing fiction in what is for 
him a foreign language, Kun- 
dera has further simplified 
his never overty-foncy style). 
Is it a novel set in the eigh- 
teenth century illumined by 
digressions from the twenti- 
eth, or vice versa? It is impos- 
sible to say. 

He walks his memories 
and musings around the 
estate of that chateau (a 
house and its park, interior 
and exterior - again, it occurs 
to one, the ideal cinematic 
space) as apparently idly as 
if he were walking a cocker 
spaniel before turning in for 
the night, and we follow him, 
slavishly, everywhere. 

There are sharp, satirical 
vignettes en route, all of 
them rebuking the modem 
world for its bullying 
hypocrises. Watching the 
agony of starving Somalian 
children on television, Vera 
asks her husband, "Are there 
old people dying in that 
country as well?" An Intel- 
lectual (whose name, Berck, 
If spoken aloud, is French for 
“ Yuk”) ponders on whether 
to kiss an Aids sufferer at a 
charity dinner. Called upon 
to speak at a scientific semi- 
nar, a long-oppressed Czech 
entomologist forgets himself 
in the emotion of the 
moment, speaks Instead 
about his own, newty-won 
freedom of speech, happily 
regains his seat and only 
then realises to his mortifi- 
cation that he has quite for- 
gotten to deliver his -pre- 
pared paper on the Musca 
pragensis. 

Reaching its satisfying 
conclusion after only 132 
pages, Slowness can after all 
claim some kind of narrative 
speed. Not the breakneck 
pace of Speed, though, but 
that, rather more perilous, 
of an electric fan into whose 
seemingly inoffensive halo 
one would be ill-advised to 
insert one’s hand 


Paperbacks 



Reviewed by Emma Hagestadt and Christopher Hirst 


Domino by Ross King (Minerva, 

£5.99) Eighteenth century London 
is brought dizzingly alive in Ross 
King's first novel, a peculiar 
mystery featuring a beady-eyed 
eastrato and u hapless young 
portrait painter. Set adrift amongst 
“Persons of Quality" and over- 
perfumed fops, the innocent 
George Cautlcy comes to discover 
that London’s beau monde is an 
insubstantial and deceptive place 
to want to be. King's prose sniffs 
out London’s darker street-comers 
with a dogged ness to match Peter Aekroyd’s. 


Sleepers by Lorenzo Carcaterra (Arrow, £5.99) Lorenzo 
Carceterras "true story" reads like a treatment for a 
Martin Scorcese script. It’s 1967, New York is Hells 
Kitchen, and four young boys, Lorenzo, Michael. Johnny 
and Tommy spend their summer stealing comic books, 
sitting under water hydrants and running jobs for “King 
Benny”, until an incident with a runaway hot dog cart sets 
events of a more sinister kind in motion. A big best seller 
in the States ... but what with Catholic priests, Italian 
hoods, and little boys, how could Carca terra go wrong? 


Small g: a Summer Idyll by Patricia 
Highsmith (Penguin, £4.99) 

Highsmith’s last novel, but one that 
might disappoint even her most 
devoted fans. Set in a small bar in 
Zurich and with an unusuaity messy 
cast of characters (including a 
performing pet poodle by the name 
of Lulu), the book doesn’t have the 
power and momentum of Carol, the 
author’s previous gay novel. But 
some delicious Highsmithesquc 
touches still remain: good food 
features prominently on the bars 
menu, and a club-footed seamstress casts her malevolent 
eye over the summer’s proceedings. 



Hemingway's Chair by Michael 

Palin (Mandarin. £5.99) Martin 

Sproat lives a double life. By day he 
works as assistant manager of 


The History of the Decline and 

Fall of the Roman Empire Vol ( by 
Edward Gibbon (Penguin. £15) 
Despite its awesome bulk and 



transforms himself into his 
bourbon-slugging hero. “Papa" 

uftmin 

magnum opus is engagingly 
readable (one devotee is Rolling 

m. vjss 
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Hemingway. And just as well, us 
the time to kick ass has come. 

Palin's gentle satire on the perils of 
Post Office p realisation is a study 
in physical comedy (people are 
always wearing peculiar sandals, or 


Stone Keith Richard). This first 
volume takes the story up to the 
last pagan emperor in the 4th 
cunluiy, including a detour in lime 
for a swipe at the early Christians 
(“it was not in this world that the 
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geting trapped in small curs) and 
untidy passions. An airport book worth picking up. 


London at War 1939-1945 by Philip Ziegler (Mandarin. 
£6.99) This absorbing history is packed with detail. Even 
before hostilities comrac need. Covent Garden's stalwart 
response to Czech victimisation was a production of 
Smetana’s The Bartered Bride, unfortunately in German. 
As bombs rained down, one general praised the “little 
tarts” who continued to ply for trade. There is much 
humour amid the drama. “Halt or I'll fire." cried a Home 
Guard. “Fire," came the response. It was 3 fireman 
attempting to pul out u blaze in the guard’s barracks. 


Letters Vol L* 1926-1954 by John 
Betjeman l Minerva. £7.99) Edited 
with exemplary skill by his 
daughter, this bumper haul reminds 
us what u treat old Beijc was. The 
contents are more savage and self- 
confideni than might have been 
expected. On his brief spell as prep 
school master: "how I loathe them 
all . On his father: “it makes me 
sick to think of him". Despite 
occasional hints of the melancholia 
which dogged his later years, the 
overwhelming impression is one of 
hilarity. Illustrated with the authors scratchy marginalia, 
this is the funniest collection of letters since Waugh's. 



primitive Christians were desirous 
of making themselves either agreeable or useful”). 

The Decline and Fall of the British Aristocracy by David 
Cunnadinc (Rapermac, £15) Gibbon's ringing phrase is 
only half proven in this acclaimed panorama of the posh. 
Cunnadinc demolishes the notion that the nobility were 
scythed down in thc First World War - 80 per cent 
returned from the front. More significant was increased 
urbanisation and the “dilution of select society" by the 
predatory new rich. And the aristocracy has yet to fall. 
Despite the entertaining examples of dissipation given 
here, it remains tenacious in its own interests. 

The Penguin Encyclopedia of 
Crime by Oliver Cyriux (£9,99) 

One of the oddest reference 
books in recent years, but also 
crccpity enthralling. Cyriux (a 
great name for a villain), has an 
idiosyncratic approach to his 
murky subject matter. Successive 
entries include: Kidnapping, 
invention of: Kidney, human: 

Kids, crack; Killer bimbos. As 
well as potted accounts of causes 
i 'elehres. he delves into arcane 
areas ranging from treadwhcels 
to "Dolphins, sex with". Not for the fainl-hearred, this 
hook is rich in black humour. 


Who's reading whom 



Douglas Adams, 
creator of 'The 
Hitch-hiker’s Guide 
to the Galaxy’, has 
been weighing the 
evidence for man's 
earliest origins 


I 'm a voracious reader but 
as a result books get half 
finished or buried in a pile 
beneath the bed. One that 
has escaped this fate is 
Colin Tlidge’s The Day 
Before Yesterday (Cape) 
which traces human 
evolution from 5 million 
years ago until the present 
day. I would have welcomed 
a starting point of 7 million 
years ago to discuss the 
thorny issue of “aquatic" 
apes - which may be one of 
the explanations for our 
hairless, bi-pedal, and 


perspiratory states, to say 
nothing of the strangely 
partitioned larynx - if only 
because it puts 
anthroplogists into such a 
rage. Instead Tbdge, a 
zoologist, is careful to give a 
fair and general account of 
the likely course of events 
based on fossil evidence and 
scientific proof. He does this 
with the conversational tone 
that a number of science 
writers have now mastered, 
but I have never read such a 
clear and cogent account of 
the proceedings. 
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Everyone loves a Bentley owner 

So why do Rolls-Royce drivers get so much grief? It’s all down to the grille, apparently. By Jonathan Glancey 

R ich bitch,” he said. And all my friend 
was doing was filling up her £6,995 car 
at a petrol station in Derby. And, no, 
sh ewa s noi dressed in mink, nor even 
in Prada. This friend, an astronomer, 
is neither rich nor a hhrh th ft ntvteAn 


R ich bitch,” he said. And all my friend 
was doing was filling up her £6,995 car 
at a petrol station in Derby. And, no, 
sh ewa s noi dressed in mink, nor even 
in Prada. This friend, an astronomer, 
is neither rich nor a bitch. The reason 
that the man in the garage filling up his brand 
new Ford Escort alongside felt it his right to 
insult her was because of the particular £6,995 
car she drives. 

Unable to afford the new Renault Clio 1.4 
she had toyed with when courting the bank 
for a loan, she settled for a two-tone green 
1970 Rolls-Royce Silver Shadow instead 
The car had been fully serviced and well 
looked after. It was over 25 years old and so 
there was no road tax to pay, and, surprisingly, 
a decent Rolls-Royce is not a particularly 
expensive car to run. Of course, they are a 
touch on the thirsty side, but they make up 
for this by being famously reliable. 

A Silver Shadow might be big, ycl it is a 
doddle to drive, easy to park, relaxing in all 
road conditions and sexy in a Jayne Mansfield 
kind of way. It cruises sedately at anything up 
to an illegal I OOmph and is bliss around town: 
its gracious, old world manner almost insists 
that you drive it like a lady. 

The only trouble is the way other drivers 
treat the owner of a Rolls-Royce. In Tbn- 
bridge Wells, Harrogate and Edinburgh (gen- 
teel places all), the big car is a red rag to bull- 
necked, green-faced drivers. And, should a 
young woman be seen to step down from 
behind the large, thin steering wheel of a 
Rolls-Royce, bull-necked, green-faced drivers 
appear to have a licence to hurl Anglo-Saxon 
abuse at her. 

Up until the Seventies, this sort of thing 
happened but rarely. A Rolls-Royce was seen 
as a beautifully crafted and elegant, all- 
British motor car - a sort of mechanical Union 
Jack, that deserved nothing but praise. Con- 
demnation set in when Rolls-Royces, for bet- 
ter or worse, became associated with Middle 
Eastern oil money, get-rich-quick builders and 
fast-buck, fly-by-night property developers in 
the Seventies and Eighties. 

Since then, Rolls-Royce has had an image 
problem and has been working hard to re- 
associate the car with notions of dignity as 
well as “Ioadsamoney" success. And yet 
today it is possible to go out and buy a fine 
second-hand Silver Shadow for well under 
£ 10 , 000 . 

These cars, whatever the imagination says, 
were not all painted Cartland pink or biolog- 
ical washing-powder white, nor were they all 
fitted with gold bonnet mascots. What they did 
all have, however, was that grille. For, if" any- 
thing symbolises Rolls-Royce it is that famous 
hand-crafted, stainless-steel radiator grille. 
Fashioned to mimic the fagade of a Greek or 
Roman temple, it has long been precisely the 
right gesture for a car designed to be parked 
outside the noble PaUadian porticoes of grand 
country houses. 

And this, sadly for my friend, is what can 
bring out the worst in people. I took my 
friend's Silver Shadow out for a spin and my 
experience was no different from hers. Dri- 
vers of vans and souped-up tin-boxes outside 
central London (a Rolls-Royce is a common 
sight in Town) cut me up with abandon, 
refused to let me into lines of traffic when 
turning out of busy junctions, raced off 
alongside me at amber traffic lights and 
raised a crude “finger" as they blazed away 
in a costly trail of sizzling rubber and blue 
smoke. When I stopped to fill up in a garage 
on the edge of Watford, a pair of fat men in 
dayglo leisure wear stepped from a shiny 
Ford Granada to let me know I was a “rich 
bastard". 

The very next day, I began a glorious 
week's motoring. Toad-style, thanks to Rolls- 
Royce, in a brand-new and brutally hand- 
some £187,300 Bentley Continental R. This 
mighty beast can charge up to 150mph with 
astonishing ease and can out-accelerate all 
bur the fastest supercar exotica. If any car 
can be said to hide an iron fist in a velvet 
glove, then this is it. The Bentley is quite sim- 
ply magnificent, a truly memorable meeting 
of gentleman’s club, Avro Lancaster, Gres- 
ley Pacific and the sort of heroic engineer- 
ing Isambard Kingdom Brunei would have 
taken his stovepipe off to. 

The Bentley really does command the road; 
you will never feel safer nor grander when out 
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mixed grille: Rolls-Royce (above) and Bentley (below) give off very different signals, despite their similarities 


Photo: Gerant Lewis 


for a drive. As that great bonnet, fronted with 
its famous Gothic radiator grille, swings into 
a petrol station on the A1 near Newark, hear 
what the locals, flustered from Transit vans, hot 
from Reliant Robins and Austin Maestros have 
to say: “beautiful motor", “fantastic car”, 
“lucky geezer”, “won the Lottery, then, have 
you? That’s what I'd get if I did". 

Out on the open road, nearly everyone 
(save for a few angry-faced, mustachioed, fast- 
lane reps in Mondeos and Vecrras) give way 
to this 400-horse-power chariot Even nor- 
mally unstoppable British Telecom vans flash 
the Bentley into busy traffic queues. 

Fascinated by the' royal treatment I had 


received from other road users when out dri- 
ving the hugely expensive Bentley, I decided 
to complete this investigation into British 
manners, Crewe radiator grilles and Pavlov- 
ian responses by borrowing the nearest Rolls 
Rqyee equivalent to the Bentley I knew. This 
was an immaculate 2-door 1976 Rolls-Royce, 
based on the Silver Shadow, and one of the 
most elegant of the cars crafted at Crewe in 
the oil-crazy Seventies. 

You will already have guessed what hap- 
pened. Wherever I parked this handsome 
road carriage, I was met with the stock 
response “rich bastard” (once at a service sta- 
tion at Andover and once again, on the way 


home, at a garage near Basingstoke). This 
particular second-hand Rolls- Royce coup£ 
was on sale for £24,995, more than £150,000 
less than the new Bentley. 

My advice, if. like ray friend you are 
attracted by the idea of driving to work in 
a used Rolls-Royce, is to remove and store 
that famous stainless-steel radiator grille 
(save for trips to Berkeley Square, Cannes 
or Baden-Baden) and replace it with the 
much cheaper painted steel Bentley item. 
This seemingly insignificant quick-change 
act will transform you from a “rich bitch" 
into a someone to be respected. Absurd, but, 
sadly, all too true. 


About to buy a 
new car? Don't 


By Gavin Green 

T here is one simple key to clever car buyi ng. It 
holds true whether you’re buying a Mini, a 
small hatch, a family saloon, an executive car, 
a sports machine or a big estate. And it’s this: 
never buy a new car. More and more Britons 
are preferring the more sensible option of 

buying manufacturer-approved used cars. 

New cars, of course, have never made sense. 
We all know that the moment we leave the 
showroom we lose anywhere between £500 and 
£5,000, in what is the most expensive drive of 
our life. (Small hatches depreciate the least, 
large executive cars made by the small hatch 
makers are the worst) 

Yet over the years we’ve kept burning those 
pound notes. The emotional tug of a new car - 
its shininess, its covetability, its unsullied 
histoiy, its “this year's model" appeal, the envy 
it incites - is just too great a temptation. (I have 
fallen foul of it three times in the last 15 years, 
and will no doubt give in to temptation again.) 

It is a typical case of want ruling need And 
given that such profligacy is the basis of our 
capitalist system, the car makers have never lost 
much sleep at the lack of logic of it all. 

Until now. The private car buyer - from 
whom the car maker has made most of its 
profit, even if in Britain the company buyer is 
responsible for most of the sales - is going 
away. Five years ago, private buyers accounted 
for 65 per cent of all new car sales. Last month 
it was 43 per cent. Short of some drastic action, 
he or she is unlikely to come back. 

And why should they? Approved used cars, 
sold by franchised dealers, now have warranties 
which are as good as those once offered only 
with new cars. There is complete peace of mind 
once the sole dominion of new cars. All major 
dealer franchises are at it, from Vhuxhall. which 
popularised the concept with its Network Q 
scheme, to Ford Rover, and most of the major 
importers. 

These manufacturer-approved used cars are 
usually in pristine condition, sometimes run 
from new by one of the fleet companies to 
whom the car makers give such generous 
discounts. They are much cheaper than new 
cats, of course. Or rather, much cheaper to a 
private buyer. These used cars often cost 
private punters more than the same car cost the 
fleet buyer new. such is the continuing iniquity 
of Britain’s company-car dominated market. 

The car makers have only themselves to 
blame. The company car culture which they 
have helped to nurture is finally delivering its 
long overdue comeuppance. New cars are now 
usually too expensive, as car makers put through 
increases over and above inflation, partly to 
subsidise their pals in the fleet firms. The private 
buyer is no longer willing to pay £16,000 for a 
well-equipped Mondeowhen a near-identical 
car, two years old will cost only £9.500 with the 
same warranty from the same dealer. Cars also 
last longer. They’re more reliable, better made. 
Ironically, by improving their products car 
makers have hurt their own sales. 

“Big-step” new cars are now rare, though - 
which makes it difficult to justify spending 
thousands more for the latest model. Equally, 
car makers are starting to run out of “new-idca" 
cars to excite the public. The last one was the 
Renault Espace, 12 years ago, the first seven- 
sealer MPV “people carrier" in Europe. Before 
that, it was the Range Rover, the world’s first 
luxury 4x4. Both have been widely copied 
I foresee two possible likely-to-be-imitated 
industry saviours on the horizon - the 
Mercedes A-class, due late next year, which will 
mix Mondeo room with Fiesta road space (by 
having the engine under the body), and the new 
Mini, scheduled for the year 2000. If properly 
executed the latest Mini should rekindle our 
interest in small, minimalist eco-friendly cars, 

37 years after its predecessor showed the 
potential. 

Only by giving much more or charging less 
will the car makers tempt us back. Increasingly 
imaginative ads (if only the same creativity was 
put into cars), bombarding our TV screens with 
images of embryos enjoying the ride comfort of 
Rover 400s and jilted Latin lovers enjoying 
Puntos and pretty French girls in Clios will not 
do the trick. While the car makers want to 
engender lust in us to buy, we’re regressing to 
good old-fashioned common sense to resist. 
Given that the car industry invented the 
modem consumer society, thanks to Henry 
Ford’s mass production, who knows where this 
back-to-basics mood might end 


road test 



Alfa Romeo Spider 


There has been a great deal of 

I limbering up for the UK 
launch of Alfa Romeo’s new 
Spider, which goes on sale 
here on 25 April. Admittedly 
the facia, with its hooded 
instruments, seems a bit like a 
last minute nod to Alfa’s past 
and the current obsession with 
retro detailing, but from the 
outside the car’s bang up to 
date — it’s even front-wheel 
drive, which will horrify Alfa 
die-hards, but shouldn’t 
I would - advise anyone 
booking a test drive to make 
sure it’s a lengthy one. As with 
all cars of distinct character, 
and especially Alfa Romeos, 
there is something of a learn- 
ing process to undergo. - 
It’s big - more a junior 
Mercedes SL than a con- 
tender in the . MGF/Mazda 
MX-5 league. You may expe- 
rience initial difficulty judging 
that.beautiful body’s extremes 
from the cockpit, and you will 


motoring 



need a fairly positive approach 
to gear changing. 

Once accustomed to all 
that, you can begin to enjoy 
yourself. You have -Alfa’s 
excellent new twin-cam at 
your disposal, a normally 
civilised and tradable motor 
that will oblige with the usual 
high-rev delirium if required 
and a ride which, while not 
choppy, is the sort that 
reminds you that you’re dri- 
ving a motor car, not simply 


That apart, this car is every 
bit as good as the famous 
name and reputation of its 
predecessor while avoiding 
the obvious temptation to be 
a mere pastiche of it 


James May 


Specifications 


awaiting the arrival of your 
destination. 

My only serious beef, ignor- 
ing for a moment the absurdly 
large and rather ineffective 
windscreen wipers, is the 
steering A little too light for 
my liking the slight vagueness 
it -suggests leaves you sur- 
prised when the car responds 
.as quickly as it does. It also 
gives the impression that you 
are at the limits of grip long 
before you actually are. 


Alfa Romeo Spider 2.0 
Twin-spark 16-valve Price 
approx £22,000. Two-litre 
transverse-mounted In-line four; 
150bhp; five-speed manual; top 
speed 130mph; 0-62mph 
(IGOkmh) 8.4secs; overall fuel 
consumption 34.0mpg. 


MGF1.8 16vWC 5-speed, 
£17,995. BMW Z3 1.9 
5-speed, under £20,000 (to be 
announced). Mazda MX-5 1.8iS 
5-speed £17,595. Saab 900 
2.0iS 5-speed Convertible, 
£21,902. 


Mazda 


MAZDA CHOICE 

UK's Largest Choice of Usd 
SIX-3, MX -6, MX-3, etc 


Free Phone 
0800 323 626 


SAAB 


IN WARWICKSHIRE, offer 
Itw tufl range of ns« Saabs and 
undoutteefly me lagast selection 
of superior used Stabs In the Md- 
tands. lime Oarage let; {0826] 
423221. 


To advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 
David Owen 
on 

0171 293 
2338 . 


Cars for Sale 


MS INTERNATIONAL 


SNGS1 VOGUE 3M (65) £335 

VOLVO 2*4 DL fffl] fee DUO 

RENAULT 9 GTLfBS) J360 

HONDA KSI25R (92) JEWS 

YAMAHA FZR400R (OB) £2,395 

FWTTF1TD[BS)b*H* £8^95 

HUM SPEED TRPLE BKEJMSO 

HARMAN BEETLE CAB £4^00 

ESCORT 14f73) 1950 

BMr31S<B0) green CUM 

MGMBGET(77)rad E3£0 

SP0RTRAKSENSJU(B5} £1(1995 

LADA COSSACK (93) FEH OfiOO 

CAOLAC COUPE, (to life £2350 

D0HT2CVB(F)red 81,175 

UERC 190E Atfis (90) 0,195 

sneer chamois ( 67 ] tijoa 

V0UW 2»(B2) gold . £300 

KAWASAKI fitt (00 (M) J3JM 

4609(94111 0,750 

IHS8C2D0TEEST(93). £15£0 

BEETLE CONV (72) BtfOO 

NOVA MOOT (Hind £1,500 

MG METRO (87) red 81,350 

TOU6TTP1CXUPJW) 1525 

GRANADA GUM 95 

5 BERTH ABBEY CONCORDE. JtHfiOi 

ASTRA SnfHHfce jStf95 

ESCORT 1.3 (86) FSH OSD 

BX 19 Cliff) red 11,300 


BXHTRS AUT0(S7] .£1,900 

BMW m COUPE (94) £13359 

HAT MICA CL (B9) FSH 0,300 

OTROBI AX (squa F5H atannkd) 

IBtmreny £3300 

418 BSD TD (95) 14* £9350 

BETTE PUIS BUBBLE CAR — £3300 

KAWASAKI KDXT2S (91) O2D0 

FUrMfBM(8S)grey. £1,500 

TBUNPH IBS PICT <VN 

aa VITESSE TURBO (SO £5595 

MQBGT(78)tak EAfl 10 

MSB GT (73) gran £1,250 

HG METRO (B4) Unreal J725 

MERC 290 SL COUPE affl — £15550 
TTflUMPH DOLDBTESPBNT. .0,150 

216 SE(Sfl) mason... £905 

IEHC190E(W)F5H £5300 

Wa MONZA (W) aSm C33S0 

VW BEETLE (74) r-red £4000 

CAVAUER SRI (B7) fete £1,450 

SCtnCCOGTl(B3)alore 070 

HORflS TRAVELLER (63) ECO 

H0MM 08750(03} £1,000 

ABBEY C05ALT (90)4 ball £700 

FW3G0TYW00NLKTIW SCOOTER 

.. .... £1350 

LOTUS ECLAT (79) bta*£*l £4500 

MSB GT COUPE (78) —1450 

BMW 3151 (91)4% — . E9JHQ 

DXISUN2802XTKRGA. - -.£1300 


0114 256 0738 

Cars available nationwide at Private prices 


Registration Numbers 


MARKET RESEARCH 

33 DAISY HILL DRIVE. CHORLEY PR6 ONE 


1-6501 GEE O 6.000 
lifts! 593 DUB 950 
,395 937DJB 1350 
1-350ljB35D* 1.450 
P 3DPM 2350 
BJS0 DS723 1350 
88 EBP 1450 
1.360 1 U g« <1350 
E5B74 1350 

FCAI 15300 
TO 871 1.150 

250 FGW 1.1E 

am 3450 



REG944X 600 
LPW4K 1.460 1 884 RH 2350 
137977 1350 1 DI71BI IBM 



KXHtSJ 
LCftZW IJ50 


PHONE 012S? 485303 PHONE MOST ARE PLUS V.A.T 
FAY 01257 4747.15 FAX ALL ARE PLUS TRANSFER 



W4HI 1350 |»«A «58 

9B3HMA L2»hWI«91.a» 
HRG9 3550 1 v ® 
43jj IM13NSA 595 

JAG SUV 395 


UAnnATl 
J8666B 1X50 
IJDG 10.000 
74JJGT USD 
17731 3300 

■K7B0 2360 

JPK4S 1.20 
KOI 353 120 
NX 492 950 

KEC2 3300 
KOXI 3300 


6UABH 320 BCR B8IIAS IGHS TNG 202 OMUffi NGL3R 

774AFC BDJJUi Ml DCS GJTKM Ml JOB 504 LOO 718 NYC 

45AHT BET 33 -WS8DG IGYL 108 X* UN3? PBM4W 

AL573I 6178 BH 1S7DJF I1HLA IPW54C 8K3LTC 101 PH 

ALS2 WBPF M2DKR H552 JR* 12 MOW 388 999 PKR 

AMB SWBRH DLC 127 JAZvflTs JSDafft MCA 384 PLC33 

AMHI39 1SBSG 435 DMW JBG-17 JTK 108 35360X1 RC93fc 
WAMS 121 BTW DPA9X0 JCA*U* JVSAnl MFBJ3B RCWIM 

T3‘ AA1W CBZ350 DSW.V. 10. 4« 1.72JWD MG 6686 865 RUG 

-\NII 4J7 CLU-W tiTKAJ JErtl MtAB MJE9U7 6RS 

525 APW CM 502! DftC.M'f JDVTW LDMM2 MMM2S8 5MRUB 
ARL3M KCCPS OE 7596 JH KJ *5.1 £7 MFD IISPB 

7JATR CRN7W lOUEBL' JKVi'W .171 KW MK 1515 838 TAB 

q *4 ACG CTSW F.1 JI'A IJK5 LBC MJfj 55 MSI TKPXU 

—2 A1VB Dlii FCb '.»< E2JLA UD5I2 N 1101 TUM 

5l*<b.\C «if>D.\1 <W)F*- J.MfW* LKR HNi || NE HOLI'i 
DK RogtetraUftns - Estafafished 1971 - Sudbury (01787) 312222 
Thaonxm^nuntenareitolf- PLUS ogwrmnftefsreqiirea tar vreanaeoia. 
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This weekend 16 million 
lawns will be fussed, ■* 
fed and fretted over 


... but is the effort, and are the pesticides, really necessary? 
Anna Pavord ©(tolls the virtues of the alternative, Freedom Lawn 


S omebody somewhere is probably already 
writing a thesis on our relationship with 
lawns. “Man v Nature; rediscovering har- 
mony". “Songs of the Sod: an Assessment 
of Mowing". “Striped State: Man. 
Machine and Mindset". 1 use the word 
“Man" optimistically, for I depend on having 
nothing to do with our lawn. My husband, who 
is gloriously unreconstructed, thinks that mow- 
ing is Man's Work. That is fine by me. I do not 
have great expectations of a lawn. I like it green- 
ish and flultish. Daisies and blue flowered 
speedwell seem a positive benefit Sometimes we 
have had sprinklings of violets in the lawn, too. 

An American thesis on the subject has 
already been published in this country: 
Redesigning the American Lawn by F Herbert 
Bormann. Diana Balmori and Gordon T 
Gebalie {Yale £7.95). Lawns there are even 
more of a fetish than they are here. Fences are 
frowned on, so lawns are rather public places. 
Whoever lets the side down by not mowing the 
sward in front of his house gets cross letters 
from the county authority reminding him of his 
duty as a citizen to keep the wilderness at bay. 

Murray and Ann Bium of Athens. Georgia, 
refused to toe the line. To save face, the town 
council designated their unkempt one-acre gar- 
den a bird sanctuary and put up a large notice 
on one of their trees’explaining this to the world 
at large. A picture from the Atlanta Journal 
shows Murray Blum laughing in his garden 
under the headline The Yard From Hell. 

The authors argue for a less fascist approach 
to the garden lawn. “Properly" maintained (that 
is maintained according to the instructions 
issued by manufacturers of fertilisers, weed- 
killers, moss killers, lawn sand, lawn aerators, 
and the like) a lawn is a monoculture. The best 
kept lawns are those with the least diversity of 
plants; several million blades of fescue livingin 
a botanical ghetto, untroubled by interlopers 
such as daisy- or celandine. 

Bormann and eo are proponents of what they 
cull The Freedom Lawn (as distinct from The 
Industrial Lawn, the one with no weeds). It 
sounds good to me. The Freedom Lawn, they 
say “results from an interaction of naturally 
recurring processes". I think that means you 
mow. but not too close. You leave the clippings 
to feed the lawn. You tolerate interlopers, as 
long as they do not get too bossy. I wage occa- 
sional war on lawn weeds with wide skirts, such 


as dandelion, plantain and thistle, but it is 
quicker and far more satisfying to whip these 
out with a penknife than to spend hours like a 
donkey on a treadmill, walking up and down 
behind a spreader, scattering weedkiller. 

Lawns cover 20 million acres of the US, mak- 
ing lawn grass the biggest single “crop” pro- 
duced in the eountiy. But the Americans, like 
us. moan about what fanners are doing to the 
environment, while, like us, spending millions 
on various chemicals to tip on to their own 
atehes of ground. The National Academy of 
cience in the States discovered that home- 
owners use up to 10 times more chemical pes- 
ticides an acre than do farmers. 

The arguments against The Industrial Lawn 
are ones we know already, but don't always care 
to take on board There is the argument about 
the fossil fuels needed to power the ever increas- 
ing range of machines we are told we need to 
maintain our (awns: mowers, aerators, leaf 
blowers, strimmers. More fossil fuel is burnt up 


transporting herbicides and chemical fertilisers 
from mines to factories and garden centres. 

We shrug and say, “Well our lawn machines 
don't use much petrol”. That’s true, but the two 
stroke engine is a dirty, wasteful converter of foe I 
to energy. There is, as yet. no legal requirement 
to fit catalytic converters to Iawnmower engines, 
although its relative inefficiency means that, for 
each horse power produced it creates 50 times 
mart: pollution than a long distance lorry. Or, 
to put it another way, if it takes you one hour to 
mow your lawn with a petrol-driven lawn- 
mower. you will have produced as much air pol- 
lution as if you had driven 350 miles in your car. 

Mother argument for The Freedom Lawn 
has to do with a different kind of pollution, as 
excess fertilisers and pesticides wash off our 
lawns into springs and streams. Then there is 
the problem of water shortage. Our obsession 
with the greenness of a lawn tempts us to water 
them in a dry summer, such as we had last year. 
Hose pipe bans are difficult to police. But tf you 


leave it alone, with the first rain a lawn will 
green up of its own accord. 

Part of the problem is that bur expectations 
of our lawns (and much else in the garden) are 
unrealistically high. We expect them to be per- 
fect and unblemished, whatever the prevailing 
conditions. That can become a fetish. 

The creed of The Freedom Lawn will be an 
anathema to the fanatical acolytes for whom 
a single daisy can be cause for hara-kiri. These 
are more likely to be men than women. Per- 
haps it is the ritual that attracts: the weekly 
cut, the edge dipping, the stripes. The need 
for stripes is particularly intriguing, but deeply 
ingrained enough for Flyrao to have intro- 
duced a Hovers tripe mower that stripes as it 
cuts as it hovers. Before, only cylinder mow- 
ers and some types of rotary mower gave the 
desired effect 

This weekend, our lawn will get its first cut 
That is late, but the weather has been so Mid, 
the grass has scarcely been growing. And this 


weekend another 16 million lawns in the UK will 
be fussed and fretted over, fed, spiked, raked and 
rolled. If you do everything that you are told to 
do to a lawn in a year, it can become the most 
demanding area of the garden. The most expen- 
sive, too. 

However much you do on top to a lawn, its 
appearance, ultimately, is most affected by what 
is going on underneath: fertility and drainage. 
If the underpinning is not ideal, as is often the 
case, then fertilisers, herbicides and moss treat- 
ments can only ever be props. Not cures. 

Low nutrient levels and poor drainage are the 
usual causes of moss build-up. Mowing too 
dose also has a bad effect The cut shouldn't 
be doser than 15mm (about three quarters of 
an inch). Compaction, where the lawn is heav- 
ily used for games, bike riding, football, wfll also 
promote moss at the expense of grass. 

Whatever the benefits to the environment 
I don’t expect great support for The freedom 
Lawn. Here, badly kept grass is a moral slur. 


Grass: a user’s guide 

Here is a calendar of jobs to keep a reasonable 
family lawn in good fettle. 

As soon as possible in April, rake out as much 
as possible of the moss and thatch in the lawn. 
If you have a large area to cover, you can hire 
a scarifier to do file job for you. 

Then treat the lawn with a moss killer 
combined with a fertiliser (the Japanese think 
moss gardens the height of refinement). 
Between April and October gvetbe lawn one or 
possibly tora treatments of a fertiliser combined with 
a weedkiller Thors Evergreen Weed and Feed Liquid 
or B&Q Triple Action Lawn Care are Gardening 
Which? Best Buys (goodbye to biodiversity). 

In October, spike and aerate the lawn to ease 
compaction. On a smallish lawn you can do 
this with a garden fork, wiggling it about after 
you have stuck it in the ground to open up the 
holes (The Freedom Lawn needs this too). 
Follow on with a sieved top dressing of sharp sand 
- not builder's sand - mixed half and half with 
garden soil, tf your ground is heavy and sticky 
increase the proportion of sand. If it is light and 
dries out quickly, add more soil, garden compost, 
or line leaf mould to the mix. Spread a spadeful 
over each square yard of the lawn (top dressing is 
exhausting, hut it is one of the best things you can 
do to lawns. Freedom or otherwise). 


WEEKEND WORK 


T here have been some 
desiccating north- 
easrerly winds blowing 
recently. Wind dries out 
foliage faster than sun and 
is particularly difficult for 
newly planted evergreens 
to cope with. Spray them 
regularly with w ater or rig 
up plastic mesh 
windbreaks until the 
plants are well 
established. 

Delphiniums are 
growing at last and need 
to be gently tied in to 
canes with soft twine. The 
soppy growths are very 
brittle. You will get bigger 
spikes of flower if you thin 
oat the weaker shoots. 
Slugs are potty about 
delphiniums. Protect 
plants if necessary. 

Peonies also need 
staking. The prettiest 
(and most effective) way 
to do this is to weave a 
lobster pot of twigs 
around and over the 
clumps. Hazel or willow 
are the traditional 
materials to use. But if 
you have dogwood stems 


to cut down (see last 
week's Weekend Work) 
you can use them instead. 

Think about restocking 
ponds with fish and 
plants. Fish like to stir 
around in the soil that the 
pond plants are set in. but 
a thick layer of gravel on 
top of the compost will 
deter them. Pm this on 
before you lower plants 
into their final positions. 

Continue to sow seed of 
flowers for planting out 
later in spring. I have just 
sown seed of Convolvulus 
'Flagship Mixed’ (Mr 
Fothersyl! £1.35), which 
should be flowering by 
July. It has the sort of 
trumpet flowers you 
would expect, but comes 
in a wide range of colours: 
dark and pale blue, pink 
and red. all with a white 
throat. They grow about 
12-15in tall and are ideal 
for tubs and window 
boxes. This convolvulus is 
a favourite of hover-flies. 
They are worth attracting 
because they gobble up 
aphids. 


On the trail of hardy mimosas 

ByAnna McKane 


A t this time of year, when so 
much pink and white blossom is 
about, rounding a corner and 
coming upon a mimosa, with its 
masses of fluffy bright yellow flow- 
ers cascading from the arched 
branches, stops you in your tracks. 
Mimosas evoke a racy Thirties world 
of extended oul-of-season slays on 
the Cote d'Azur. It seems to go with 
neatly pressed yachting clothes and 
lounging on teak steamer chairs. But 
some mimosas are pretty hardy, so 
you don’t have to be very rich or live 
io the south of France to keep them 
happy. 

Several will live in warm sheltered 
corners, while others will survive in 
cool glasshouses. The small spheri- 
cal flowers, which grow in huge 
clusters, are actually made up 
entirely of stamens: mimosa flowers 
have no petals. Some mimosas have 
no leaves, either. The leaf-like struc- 
tures are phyllodes, flattened trian- 
gular leaf stalks which grow straight 
on the branches. 


Acacia dealba u>. the silver wattle, 
is one of the easiest to obtain and 
easiest to grow in this country. It is 
the same one which is often seen by 
the side of the road in the south of 
France. The Mediterranean 
mimosas can blossom at other times, 
loo. They have fern-like silvery 
leaves and their scent makes up for 
the rather harsh yellow flowers. 

Acacia dealbata is worth trying in 
a sheltered spot anywhere in the 
south of England, where it can grow 
to 30 feet. In suitable conditions, 
mimosas grow fast: at Abbotsbury 
Sub-Tropical Gardens in Dorset they 
grow some species from seed - in 
fess than a year these are three feet 
tall and ready to sell. 

There arc 1.500 different species of 
Acacia, all of which originated in Aus- 
tralia and Africa. Many need enough 
room to grow into a small tree, will 
sulk if they arc cut down too much, 
and won’t stand frost - so there is a 
limited choice for gardeners without 
double-height conservatories. 


If you're on the trail of hardy 
mimosas you could try A remodes. 
This is an attractive tree with narrow 
willow-like leaves, which flowers in 
late summer. But the best of ail is 
probably A pravissima. 

This is one which has phyllodes 
instead of leaves. They are silver- 
grey and arrow shaped, growing all 
along the branches, so they make 
good cut foliage even without the 
flowers. The flowers are a softer yel- 
low than the silver wattle, and clus- 
ters of them are slightly smaller. 
They are spread all along the 
branches, so rather than making a 
solid block of yellow, the overall 
effect is of a mingled yellow and soft 
green. The branches flow in elegant 
arches, and seen from underneath, 
with a backdrop of a clear spring 
sky, the effect is totally magical. My 
plant flowered in January last year, 
but this year it is just about to flower 
as late as April, presumably because 
of the cold weather at the beginning 
of the year. 



For a glasshouse, one of the best 
is/J baikyana. It has frond-like, blue- 
grey leaves, and dusters of flowers 
in the early spring. Several nurseries 
now offer a cultivar, A baileyana Pur- 
puna. which has a mauvish tinge to 
the young shoots. It needs the shel- 
ter of a conservatory, and a large pot 
of John Jnnes No 3, plus regular 
feeding. Acacias are part of the pea 
family, and produce a certain 
amount of nitrogen on their roots, 
so they don’i need quite so much 
feeding as some other pot-grown 
shrubs. As Roger Clark, of Green- 


Mimosas flowers have no petals but are 
made up entirely of stamens 
Photograph: Garden Picture Library 


way Gardens near Brixham in 
Devon explained, they need well 
drained soil, and plenty of room to 
grow. If they are cut back too much 
it may prevent them from flowering 
freely. 

As with many other plants, trial 
and error is proving that more and 
more mimosas will survive in this 
eountiy. A flower which 20 or 30 
years ago we expected to see only on 
holiday, is now being persuaded to 
thrive here. And as growers experi- 
ment with species, we can expect the 
range of mimosas to widen over the 
next few years. 

Greenway Gardens, Churston 
Ferrers, Brixham, Devon TQ5 
0ES (01803 842 382) and 
Abbotsbury Sub-Tropical 
Gardens, Abbotsbury, Nr 
Weymouth, Dorset DT3 4 LA 
(01305 871412) both 
specialise in unusual and tender 
trees and shrubs and have 
several mimosas on their lists. ’ 
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I am compiling a selection 
of food garden enures and 
nurseries in ibe Greater 
London area for a guide 
book to be published soon. 

I would be interested in any 
information you may have 
on your favourite centre. 

TEL: 0171 720 2836 
or 0056 167 250 
(to taw a mewape! 


TRANSFORM YOUR 
GARDEN BY POST 
SendSAEto 
Distant Sites Garten 
Design Services 
35 Bammeod Road. 
Beckenham. Kent 
BR3 1JF 
Tel: 0181 778 1070, 


To advertise in this section 
please call 0171 293 2344. 



CUTTINGS 


There are 50 
different kinds of 
narcissi in bloom 
at a private garden 
in West Sussex. It 
is open to the 
public this 
weekend 


The Alpine Garden Society 
1 is holding a show in Not- 
tingham today (11.30am- 
430pm) at the Arnold and 
Carlton College of Further 
Education, Digby Avenue. 
Mapperly. Alpines are in 
foil flood now. Look for 
saxifrages, primulas of many 
kinds, Jcwjsjas, iris, fricilfar- 
ies, ferns and dwarf shrubs. 
There will he plants for sale. 
Admission £1. 

Opecialist aspects of gar- 
Odcnirtg, such as water gar- 
dening. landscaping and 
propagation arc part of a 
week long course entitled 
Aspects of Gardening, which 
is being offered to ambitious 
gardeners, at the Royal 


Botanic Garden, Kew. Tutors 
include Rupert Golby. who 
will talk about the decorative 
kitchen garden and Dr 
GJenys Dawkins whose spe- 
cialty is gardening for 
wildlife. The course includes 
visits to Nymans and Den- 
mans gardens in Sussex and 
to the kitchen garden of the 
Manoir aux Quat’ Saisons in 
Oxfordshire. The course runs 
from 24-28 June, fee £245. 
Enrolment forms and further 
details from the Education 
Department, RBG, Kew, 
Richmond, Surrey TW9 3AB 
(0181*332 5626). 



open <10am-6pm) in aid of 




■ Ck. ft A. . . 


the village’s St Maty’s Cen- 
tre. At the centre itself you 
can get coffee, home-made ' 
lunch and tea in between 


with arches leading to quiet 
areas of ferns and rhodo- 
dendrons. At Sandy Lodge, 
10 Davenport Road, thb 
garden has Twice been 
washed away by high tides, 
but there are still 50 differ- 
ent kinds of narcissi fir 
bloom. Produce and pre- 
serves will be on sale at 41 
Ley Road, where the owa- 
ers have a sheltered-walled 
garden with a produrtfte 
vegetable plot Admission 
£2.50. ..v’^ 
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Above: lolo Williams on the trail of the thieves (photo: Rob Stratton); left: a red kite (photo: Planet Earth); and (above right) a peregrine’s eggs (photo: Dennis Green) 


INSIDE THE MIND OF 
AN EGG THIEF 


• Eggs have 
no commercial 
value. Usually 
they are 
gloated over 
privately - 
although 
occasionally 
other 

enthusiasts 
may be Invited 

for a viewing. 

• One man was caught in 1969. holding 
16,500 illegal eggs. 

• The RSPB has 500 known collectors 
(hi its database. Most eggers keep 
scrupulous records. One apprehended 
recently had diaries dating back 10 years, 
complete with grid references to important 
nest sites, clutch sizes and laying dates. 
He revisited the same areas on almost 
exactly the same day annually. 

• The red-backed shrike was probably 
finally exterminated in Britain by collectors. 
The last regular pairs disappeared in 
1988. 

• True eggers take all the nest contents - 
particularly large dutches or strangely- 
marked eggs, removing embryos by piping 
in acid and syringing out the contents. 

The egger's favourites 

• Ravens (5,000 pairs}: early March 
raids on these, the first layers, double as 
reconnaissance for future raids 

• Scottish golden eagles (420 pairs): late 
March 

• Welsh red kites (160 pairs): early April 

• Choughs (280 pairs) - our rarest 
crows, nesting on Welsh and Scottish 
cliffs: late April 

• Scottish red- and black-throated divers 
(1,400 and 155 pairs respectively}: highly 
prized because of their beautiful eggs.- 
May 

• Ospreys (100 pairs) - no longer as rare 
as they were in the 1950s, but their eggs 
remain highly valued for the markings, 
eight dutches were lost in 1995: May 

• Dotterels (155 pairs) - moorland 
waders from the Arctic are raided in 
Scotland: May/June 

• Avocets (500 pairs) - the RSPB 
emblem: May/June 

• Cirl Buntings (230 pairs) - fast 
declining in the West Country: May/June 


The man who hunts the egg thieves 

lolo Williams stays up all night at this time of year. He’s guarding the rare birds of Wales By Daniel Butler 


A couple of years ago we had a tip-off 
about eggers from the Midlands after 
roseate terns. We had to wait on an 
Anglesey beach all night: in the end we 
caught them at about half past four in 
the morning. That sort of thing can 
happen any time from March to July.” 

lolo Williams seems remarkably calm about 
the coining four months of sleepless nights and 
often furile waits, but that’s not surprising - his 
mind is on other things. As he speaks his eyes 
are upturned, scouring the surrounding trees 
while rooks caw in the valley below. We are in 
“a known goshawk wood” in mid- Wales at the 
beginning of his working year - spring 
As species officer for the RSPB in Wales, 
Mr Williams is responsible for protecting 
many of Britain's rarest birds and the breed- 
ing season is by far the busiest time of yean 
“It kicks off properly in April*” he says. 
“We’re most interested in red kites, but it usu- 
ally starts with ravens. They're earliest of all 
and collectors come in March to watch other 
birds pairing up. While pinaingdown kite nests 
for a later raid, they collect ravens’ eggs - get 
their hand in, so to speak.” 

Williams tries to be first to identify potential 
nests. This allows him to mount guards: “We 


divide Wales up between about 20 unpaid kite 
wardens who range from retired people to a 
solicitor,” he explains. 

Once the sites have been found, the most 
vulnerable birds may have to be helped: 
“Eggers care nothing for birds and nothing for 
the countryside,” he continues. “As far as I'm 
concerned, egg-collecting is nothing short of 
mindless vandalism.” 

Worse, eggs are valued in direct proportion 
to the rarity of the bird - and kites are among 
the rarest. Well-known nests have to be 
watched, in some cases 24 hours a day. This 
seems to be working well: “We have got away 
lightly the past few years because the army has 
helped guard nests and the thieves know it," 
says Williams. “So far we've only lost a couple, 
but before that it was anything up to 10 a year.” 

Mind you, even if a clutch hatches, more help 
may be needed. Kites are notoriously bad par- 
ents- one pair, for example, persistently nests 
above a lay-by every year, only to desert their 
young as the tourist season begins. So the chicks 
have to be hand-reared and returned to the wild 
later. But the effort is worthwhile - kites have 
increased from 15 individuals at the turn of the 
century to last year's 120 pairs: “This year I 
expect to find more than 140, ^ Williams smiles. 


Eggers, though, are not the only villains. 
Thieves steal peregrines to seB to falconers while 
pigeon fanciers often blame peregrines for 
high losses among their flocks. Williams comes 
in for his share of hatred, too. A few years ago 
he found a peregrine eyrie where the clutch had 
been replaced with hens eggs. “The words ‘Fuck 
you lolo’ were written on them in lipstick - I 
know who did it and he’s not a man to be tan- 
gled with." 

Williams stiffens: “There we are - that’s it." 
He points to an untidy mass against a larch 
trunk. “This is an active goshawk nest," he says 
confidently. “And it was used last year, too - 
look here's a bit of shell.” 

Pleased to have pin-pointed the nest, he 
explains that the breeding season is (he only 
time when a census can be taken of many rar- 
ities such as these goshawks. He also counts 
more familiar birds*. “Common species are 
important environmental indicators," he says. 
“For example, lapwings have dropped from 
7,000 pairs to well under 1,000 pairs in just 
eight years, and skylarks arc becoming rare in 
lowland areas.” 

Every spring Williams recruits fieldworkcrs 
for RSPB studies: “This year we're surveying 
the Brecon Beacons to find ways of making 


money in the uplands without sheep," he says. 
“And we’re doing a farmland study to check the 
value of environmental subsidies.” 

Although much of the groundwork is del- 
egated to others, it results in long hours for 
Williams, too: “I don’t expect to be in the 
office more than twice a week,” he says. “If I 
ask someone to be up at dawn then the least 
I can do is to be out there too, particularly 
because we’re increasingly using volunteers.” 

From March to July the day begins horri- 
bly early: “If you're monitoring black grouse, 
for example, you’re up at 2am to catch the 
males displaying at dawn. Then l’U spend five 
or six hours with my field workers. Afterwards 
III aim for an early night, but of course it 
doesn't always work out like that because owls 
and nightjars need to be counted in the 
evening.” 

In spite of the energy he puts into his work, 
his efforts are frustrated by factors beyond bis 
control. Overgrazing is worst: “There were 4 
million sheep in Wales before the war - now 
there are 11.7 million,” he says. “The resul t is 
fields as smooth as a bowling green and a huge 
loss of heather.” 

The answer lies in cutting back on sheep 
numbers, says Williams, but the problem is 


more complicated than that: “Rural commu- 
nities are the backbone of our culture ” he says. 
“We don'r want to lose that, but we want the 
birds back. We should get the farming unions 
together with our policy people and work out 
solutions together.” 

As the year progresses, the pressures to be 
out and about reduce, but the hours remain 
long: “The fieldwork eases off in July, but then 
I’m busy writing up reports, after which I plan 
next year’s research and working out budgets.” 

He pauses by the car parked inconspicuously 
in a lay-by: “I love my job, in spite of its draw- 
backs - I'm captain of the local rugby dub, but 
there’s precious little rime for games.” There 
are other disadvantages, too. such as the 2am 
cal! from the police one Sunday morning: 
“They’d searched a car and wanted me to iden- 
tify some eggs. I'd had a few beers with the team 
and was ovct the limit, but they were insistent 
and a squad car came 40 miles to pick me up. 
Now for five months of the year I can’t even 
have a drink at the weekend." 

Nor does he get paid overtime to compen- 
sate for the hours, but Williams doesn’t mind: 
“Doing something I believe in while being out 
and about in such a beautiful country is bonus 
enough,” he says, his eyes still glued to the skies. 
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S ettle an argument, 
will you” said the 
tourist to the man in 
the craft shop. “Those 
fires on the mountain - 
have they been started 
on purpose?” 

The man replied that 
the blazes were deliber- 
ate: shepherds were burn- 
ing off old heather, as 
they always do in winter 
and early spring. Yet the 
tourist's curiosity was 
understandable, for the 
conflagrations were so 
numerous that half the 
hillsides seemed to be 
going up in smoke. 

Out there in the West- 
ern Highlands, the 
weather was stunning. 
The sun blazed down, 
and only a cool breeze 
saved hill-walkers from 
overheating. For casual 
visitors, this seemed a 
perfect climate. But local 
people were all obsessed 
by one subject: drought 
Lochs were at an 
alarmingly low level 
burns reduced to a 
trickle, and the surface 
of the land was as dty as 
tinder. Walking up into 
the great wilderness of 
Letterewe, north of 
Loch Maree. I felt a 
sense of unease, brought 
on by the way the dead 
grass crunched under- 
foot and only trickles of 
water wound their way 
down the rocky burn- 
channels. 



DUFF 

HART-DAViS 

It was in those very 
hills, that Frank Fraser 
Darling did the research 
for his celebrated book/4 
Had of Red Deer. In it he 
described how be spent 
the summer of 1935 living 
outdoors and walking 
barefoot - a practice 
which put him in fardoser 
touch with the environ- 
ment Yet he also 
recorded how he found 
some places in the hills so 
alarming that he had to 
move out at nightfall, and 
how his sojourn in that 
“grey, broken country” 
made him intensely aware 
of “the ephemeral nature 
of individual man”. 

So it remains today. 
The immense antiquity of 
the mountains can strike 
dread into your soul - 
and worries about global 
warming heighten the 
sensation of man’s imper- 
manence. It so happened 
I had just read a report of 
an International Science 
Festival in Edinburgh, at 


which one speaker 
revealed that the remains 
of fossilised plants 520 
millions of years old have 
been found in Scotland, 
and that the earliest 
known vertebrates 
crawled on to land in 
Morayshire 368 million 
years ago - developments 
brought about by the sea 
and air being tropically 
warm then. 

Scientists dispute 
whether or not our cli- 
mate is heading back in 
that direction; but hill- 
walkers are surrounded 
by evidence of relatively 
short-term meteorologi- 
cal change. The moun- 
tains of Wester Ross are 
now almost devoid of 
trees, but still in the sides 
of peat-hags you can see 
ancient roots, relics of 
the Caledonian forest 
which grew up after the 
glaciers of the last ice 
age had pulled back, per- 
haps 10,000 years ago. 

Man played a part in 
the massacre of that for- 
est. But the principal 
agent of destruction was 
the climate, which 
turned progressively 
colder and wetter, grad- 
ually degrading the soil 
and laying down a blan- 
ket of infertile peat. 
Which way are we head- 
ing now? I defy anyone 
to predict what Let- 
terewe will look like 
10,000 vears hence. 
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Go for a walk. Take a breather from our crowded 
world. Think about die future; invest in The Ramblers. 

Join us. 

A modest »ubsajrton 

brings you - FREE - the Aldress 

eswnSal Yearbook, ful — — 

of outdoor mfonmedion 
{aLrnaf 300 penes, cmbt 

2300 pboestostay, 

£4.99 in booJahopaJ; " 

ihe avortaHy magazine, jjgjgsjg Dote of birth 

of ^ ^ QX ^ >r * nan ^* n *h'P tyf* requirad 
our 400 local groups, D OrtfcwryElfi □ Reduced* £8 

Many outdoor equip- □ Famify/jointt £20 □ Joinrt reduced* £10 g 

menl shops offer tier two aduks ai same address S 

amounts. 'Under n 


Ppefeode Dote of birth 

Tide box for membership type required 

□ Ocbiaryftti □ Reduced* £8 

□ Famify/joinft £20 □ Joint* reduced* £1 

tfor two adub at same address 

’Under 18/iluderia/ratired/dflobled/uiivwg e d 

□ Please send me details of life membership/ 
wwnanls/ (5 rod debits 

Donafion I enclose £ 

□ We oeasaonoCyewhenoe nomas for use ona 
only} wrth after cronittW w4.idi may intan 
you. Tidr ,i you would prefer b be wcCdsd. 



Working for walkers 


1-5 Wandsworth Road, London SWB 2XX. Tel: 0171 582 6878 
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LEEPING AROUND: 
TART HERE 


Tie most disturbing 
aspect of modem 
travel is the 
divergence towards 
nifonnity. Nowhere 
this more evident 
tan in the hotel 
x>m. Your Holiday 
m experience should 
rovide the same 
epth of mattress, 
lade of bland 
allpaper and smiling 
iceptionist whether 
3u are in Leeds or 
■hasa. 

*s these two pages 
emonstrate, there ■ 
re fortunately plenty 
f alternatives to the 
larch of en suite 
niformity. But for 
rose who want to 
cay somewhere really 
ifferent, I propose 
le following, 
lie Hilton Hotel 
tands alongside the 
lain Mbarare- 
lampala highway in 
/estem Uganda: not, 
jowever, a member of 
he illustrious chain, 

?ut a one-room shack 
|/hich specialises less 
■a accommodation 
lhan in tea and beer. If 
!ou drift off under the 
Influence of the latter, 
■hen a dusty comer 
'rill no doubt be found 
lor you. But you might 
!>e better off shifting 
ontinents to find a 


bed for the night 
Forty pence buys you 
a night in a stables in 
a two-horse town in 
the highlands of 
Guatemala. The site 
has been converted 
into rooms for paying 
guests, who can 
presumably afford 4 
quetzales more easily 
than can the horses, 
who fortunately have 
been evicted. Their 
aroma lingers, and 
has permeated every 
fraying thread of the 
blanket which 
insulates you from a 
plastic mattress. 
Double glazing is not 
a feature; indeed 
glazing is not a 
feature. The rate, by 
the way, is for a 
double. 

More economical still, 
roll up at the creaky 
old hotel in Gibara, 
Cuba, close to where 
Columbus made 
landfall on the island. 
If it is full, the 
receptionist insists 
that “You will have to 
stay at my house”. 

She does this as firmly 
as (later) she declines 
payment for the 
room. Fve not heard 
of that happening at 
the Holiday Inn 


Simon Calder 
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That elusive, smart and affordable hotel is only just 


around the corner 


T here is do reason why we 
cannot find beautiful 
places to stay and eat 
without causing a finan- 
cial haemorrhage but 
usually such places are 
kept closely guarded secrets. 
Overheard snippets can be very 

rewarding. When travelling, Pve 

found that amply by listening to 
the right conversations you can 
pick up ideas that open up a 
world of exquisite houses, tiny 
hotels and unique restaurants: 
places that are affordable, 
where you don’t have to make 
do with darting into grand hotel 
lobbies in a nervous hunt for 
rich folks’ loos. 

There is a house where the 
giant swags of red velvet curtain 
in the h alt originally from 

the Doge's Palace in Venice, 
the rooms are panelled with 
Burmese teak, fee recipe for 
muffins comes from Mrs Bee- 
ton's Cook Book and the cur- 
rent owner’s accent is delicate 
north India meets BBC news- 
caster circa 1950. The Raja of 
Karputhala bought the 
Viceroy's Secretary's house, 
Simla. North India, in 1938 
and the clock stopped then. 
Reggie, the current owner, is 
the Raja’s grandson and he 
has made Chapslee House a 
microcosm of a gentler time. 

In 1996, nothing at Chapslee 
House indicates that Rudyard 
Kipling’s rabbit warren bazaars 
do not throb and buzz just out 
of earshot. No one else was 
staying when 1 was there; 1 sat 
in solitary splendour on the ter- 
race. my tea served in Limoges 
china accompanied by Mrs 
Beeton's muffins. I sipped con- 
tentedly looking out over the 
foothills of the Himalayas. 
Indoors a houseboy was on 
standby next to the bridge table 
just in case a playing four, 
requesting gin fizzes, suddenly 
materialised from a pocket of 
the past His cap and white 
gloves were perfect whether 
he was delivering the bed tea at 
8am or bringing me a china hot 
water bottle just before 
midnight. 

Chapslee is rare but not 
unique. Up on a hill beyond the 
smog of downtown Istanbul 
perches the Pera Palace. UttJe 
has changed since it was built 
as an attempt to soften the blow 
of arriving in Istanbul for trav- 
ellers from the Orient Express. 
A delicate blanket of gentility 
has settled over the hotel where 


Agatha Christie famously lost 
11 days of her life in room 411. 
Silver and crystal stHl shimmer 
and clink as die old world takes 
tea regardless of terrorist action 
elsewhere in the city. 

Equally romantic and 
cocooned in the past is the Old 
Winter Palace Hotel in Luxor. 
Its setting is dreamy - you gaze 
out over the Nile - and its ele- 
gance seems to Bow from its old- 
fashioned features of carriage 
drive and swooping staircase. 
Every evening I sat in the gar- 
den under an oleander tree and 
looked out over the Nile to the 
Theban Mountain. As in Istan- 
bul, the attitude of die national 
extremist terrorist groups means 
that life for tourists s not totally 
secure but, there are plus points 
in that this does give good bar- 
gaining power. 

Sometimes it is better to start 
this value for money charm 
hunt closer to home. I found 
Wesley House on a desperate 
search on a dark and windy 
night I was simply looking for 
somewhere cheap and cheerful 
to stay when I came across this 
gem. It sits plumb in the mid- 
dle of the honeycomb-cottage 
belt of corpulent Gloucester- 
shire. Every sheep baahs on cue 
and every blackberry is just so 
at plucking time. The comfort, 
food and attention to whim are 
faultless. Here plump sofas 
meet herbaceous border, the 
marinated olives are better than 
in Positano and the country 
walking is a straight take on a 
wander through a rural idyiL 

However if, for some reason, 
the sound of these places fails 
to appeal, make sure you listen 
to your fellow passengers next 
time you’re on a bus or train. 
You never know what secret 
hotels you may discover. 


By Justine Hardy 


Chapslee House, Simla can 
be booked direct on 00 91 
177 202 542 or through 
Distant Frontiers in Delhi 
(00 91 11685 8857); 
Pera Palace, Mesrutiyet 
Cadessi 98/100, Hart) rye, 
Istanbul (00 90 1 251 
4560); The Old Winter 
Palace Hotel, Sharia el Nil, 
Luxor (00 20 95 580422); 
Wesley House, High Street, 
Winchombe (01242 
602366). 

Justine Hardy’s book, The 
Ochre Palace (Constable) 
appears in paperback in 
July. 
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House-. Ibe 
comfort, food 
and attention 
are faultless’ 
bottom: 
Chapslee 
House, Simla, 
North India 
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These are just a selection of our CETYSAVERS 
available. For further details and credit/debit card 
bookings, call ff?71 280 BB7Z 
~ days a wefc i Monday -Friday T 

9am-8pm, Sat/Sun 9am-5pm ). CITYBREAK5 
or see your local travel agent. 
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T lying to help or trying it 
on? Adrian West of north 
London suspects the latter 
of Country Holidays, part of 
the Thomson group. 

“My wife and I have had 
many successful cottage holi- 
days in Britain and abroad. 
This year, for the first time, we 
used the brochure of Country 
Holidays. Wc chose the cot- 
tage wc wanted, and booked 
it over the telephone. 

“I was surprised to find, 
when the booking confirma- 
tion came, that the cost of rbc 
holiday included both per- 
sonal insurance and cancella- 
tion insurance. This has never 
been our experience with any 
other company. The charge 
for personal insurance was 
just a try-on - 1 didn’t have to 
take it The cancellation insur- 
ance was compulsory unless I 


obtained equivalent cover 
elsewhere and provided the 
company with written details 
of my insurer and the policy 
number.” 

Mr West believes the per- 
sonal cover is a clear case of 
inertia selling; “We arc 
already covered for normal 
risks, and a week spent less 
than 200 miles from home 
presents no special hazards.” 
Regarding the cancellation 
charge: “Surely it cannot be 
any concern of Country Hol- 
idays whether or not I am 
able to take a holiday for 
which I have already paid. 
The truth of the matter seems 
to be that the company is not 
content with being a letting 
agent, but thinks it has a cap- 
tive market as an insurance 
agent. I think this is sharp 
practice." 


Country Holidays says it 
routinely offers both cancel- 
lation and personal insur- 
ance. “If personal insurance 
is not required, and cancel- 
lation insurance is obtained 
from another source, the 
matter is not pressed.” Can- 
cellation insurance is needed 
“to protect both the customer 
and the property owner. This 
is to ensure in the event of the 
holiday being cancelled the 
customer obtains a full 
refund of the cost of their 
holiday and ihe property 
owner is assured of payment 
from Country Holidays.” 

You might think the com- 
pany, as part of a group which 
makes much of the fact that 
it has assets of £6 billion, 
could afford to be more gen- 
erous to the property owner 
in the event of cancellation. 


E lvis Presley is travelling all 
over Europe from a base in 


Lover Europe from a base in 
Vienna. The singer lends his 
name to a Boeing 737 which is 
otherwise known by the 
unwieldy title OE-LNH, 
belonging to Lauda Air of 
Austria. Nikki Lauda, the air- 
line’s flamboyant racing-dri- 
ver founder, has named his 
fleet after rock greats: Elvis is 
accompanied by Bob Mariey, 
John Lennon and Janis Joplin, 
which must be the ultimate 
fantasy a cappeUa band. I am 
aJJ in favour of more imagina- 
tive names than OE-LNH, but 
unfortunately for an airline, the 
other thread that binds these 
stars is that they died too young 
- as did the people celebrated 
in Lauda Air's 767 fleet, Mar- 
ilyn Monroe, James Dean and 
the recently deceased racing 
driver, Ayrton Senna. 


W hile the world's airlines 
are projecting a public 


flare projecting a public 
image of ever-greater comfort 
and attention aboard their 
planes, they can be rather less 
polite when talking among 
themselves. This week I over- 
heard staff at a gate at 
Gatwick being told by walkie- 
talkie that “three hags are on 
the way” - a reference to late 
or “Have A Go” passengers, 
rather than their appearance. 

Once on board, you and me 
become unwitting members of 
a “trapped audience”. I learn 
this from the BBC staff news- 
paper, which reveals that the 
Corporation has appointed 
an executive named Colin 
Jarvis to a new job. He was to 
be manager for Trapped Audi- 
ences, until he persuaded the 
BBC to adopt the title of head 
of Inflight Entertainment 
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£338 


Call now or see your travel agent. All fares listed are return from London, may be subject to limited availability and travel periods. Passenger taxes apply, For details and conditions see 1TV Teletext page 380, your navel agent or British Airways Travel Simp;’ 

For ‘ these. amd roomy othe* Wofttd OfFtflS call: 0345 222111 
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travel 


a holiday 


in a 


pigsty.. 


. . .you’ll need to consult the 
landmark Trust, the charity that 
rents out whacky buildings. 

By Angela Humphery 



left: retail Gatehouse. Built in 1850 by Sir Waiter Aston, this 
Elizabethan structure once imprisoned Mary Queen of Scotts 
above: the Gothic Temple, Stowe. Built in 1741 for Lord Cobbam 


W ho in their right mind would want to 
holiday in a hospital, take a break in 
a blockhouse or in a house of cor- 
rection? In a pigsty or in a pineap- 
ple? Down a mine or up a 
water-tower? 

Since we began renting holiday accommo- 
dation from the Landmark Trust two and a half 
years ago we’ve stayed in six such buildings, 
looked at a further six, and have just booked 
up for our seventh. These architectural gems 
had all fallen into disrepair but were rescued, 
repaired, renovated and refurbished by the 
Landmark Trust, which has just celebrated its 
30th birthday. This architectural chanty offers 
self catering holidays in addresses to die for - 
castles and chateaux, priories and palaces, 
chapels and colleges, abbeys and an Admiralty 
Lookout, manor houses, banqueting houses and 
gatehouses, a Government House and a “White 


Our very first Landmark experience was the 
Martens Ibwer at Aldeburgh in Suffolk. Short 


and squat, it stands four-square on the sea wall, 
the largest and most northerly of the chain of 
towers put up to keep Napoleon out. Built in 
the shape of a qua trefoil for four heavy guns, 
it is made up of nearly one million bricks and 
looks like a gigantic sandcastle. There’s a 
drawbridge and half a moat (the other half hav- 
ing disappeared into the sea) while up on the 
flat root from which guns were once fired, you 
can gaze up at the stars. 

Our second was the Gothic Temple at Stowe 
in Buckinghamshire and our very first sighting 
of it was through a grey November misL Stand- 
ing on high ground^ surrounded by sheep, this 
imposing triangular temple of red sandstone was 
built in 1741 and is one of the last additions to 
the garden formed for Lord Cobham of Stowe. 

We took yet another tower for our third 
“Landmark". Luttrell’s Tower at Eaglehurst 
near Southampton is tall and elegant, standing 
on the shores of the Solent looking towards 
Cowes. It was used by Marconi for his wireless 
experiments in 1912 and is an exceptionally fine 


Georgian edifice with spectacular views from 
the top floor living room of ships entering and 
leaving Southampton. 

Next was a castle, an awe inspiring experi- 
ence and far from nm-of-the mill self-catering. 
Clytha Castle is a Georgian hilltop folly over- 
looking the Vile of Usk in the Welsh Marches, 
surrounded by ancient war-tom ruins of real 
castles such as Raglan and Chepstow. Gros- 
mont, Skenfrith and White, Tretower and 
Caerphilly. Leased from the National Trust, it 
stands on the edge of a grove of old chestnuts, 
fronted by a ha-ha to keep out the sheep which 
graze on the slopes below. 

It was then off to hospital - Beamsley Hos- 
pital near Skipton in Yorkshire, a single storey 
circular stone building that was built as an alms 
house in 1593. It had rooms for seven women, 
encircling a chapel, through which most of them 
had to pass to reach their doors- a daily encour- 
agement to piety. Until the 1970s the little com- 
munity of Mother and Sisters lived here, their 
lives governed by ancient and ferociously strict 


rules. Using its oddly shaped rooms and repeat- 
edly crossing the chapel was a curious experience. 

it is always exciting the first time you turn the 
front-door key of a Landmark property, not 
knowing quite* what to expect. Seeing pictures 
in the handbook is not the same thing as actu- 
ally setting foot inside one of these weiid and 
wonderful buildings. And our last folly to date. 
Tixall Gatehouse, was no exception. Built in 1580 
by Sir Walter Aston to stand in from of an older 
house which has since disappeared, it is a mag- 
nificent Elizabethan structure deep in the heart 
of Staffordshire. Standing alone on high ground, 
stark grey and four-square with a turret in each 
comer, it is said to have a ghost. We thought said 
ghost might be Mary. Queen of Scots, who was 
imprisoned here for two weeks in 1586. 

The property was bought by the trust in 1968 
for £300 and was one of the very first historic 
buildings they rescued and restored. Today the 
roof is paved with stone and from here, sur- 
rounded by balustrades and Turret tops, there 
are wonderful views over the parkland (land- 


scaped by Capability Brown) down to the 
canal where a section has been dug out to form 
a lake known as Tixall Wide. 

In one of the turrets lives the gatehouse dock. 
It is locked away since it has no hands or face. 
To show this is of no matter, the working mech- 
anism merely strikes the hour and half hour 
which it does with perfect precision. Wake up 
call at Tixall is 7am sharp but happily there's a 
timing device so that the clock doesn't strike 
between the hours of 1 1 and seven. 

To book a property you need the Landmark 
Handbook. It costs £8.50 tine, p&p - cost 
refundable against booking} from Hie 
Landmark Trust, Shottesbrooke, Maidenhead, 
Berkshire SL6 3SW (01628 825925). 

Prices vary according to property and season. 
Midwinter short stays (four nights 
Nov-March) are the cheapest and for Clytha 
Castie, Beamsley Hospital and Tixall 
Gatehouse prices start from £403, £266 
and £364 respectively. 
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HENNA 

A reddish dye obtained from powdered leaves, henna has traditionally been wed by the women of Arabia 
to \ stain the palms of the bands and the soles ofthe fret for weddings and other festivals. 

Tie simple geometric patterns of the past have given way over the years to more flowery designs. 
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Arabia, a land of mystery 
travellers for centuries. 


and legend, has c a ptiv a ted 
Today, Dubai invites you to dis- 
hospitafity. The adventure erf a 


carer why. Tradition and 
desert The excitement of sand skiing, dune driving and camel racing. Sunny Hue skies and 

dean uncrowded beadies. Three fine golf courses. Supsb watersports. Luxury hotels and fine 
dining. Fabulous shopping and lively nightlife. Discover 
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Decide on Dubai 
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DUBAI COMMERCE AND TOURISM PROMOTION BOARD 
125 PaB Mall, London SW1Y 5EA,UJC Brodrare line (24 hours) Td: (0171) 839 0581 


LONDON TO THE 
HEART OF ROMANCE. 
PARIS T TV 3 HOURS. £59 
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Mr, Mrs, Ms. 


.Address. 


Postcode Tet 

Is dte purpose of four trip : business? O or leisure? Q {please tick). How many times J year Jo you travel to Paris and/or Brussels? I 1 

Please send to: Eurostat, PO Box 21 , 47 Aylesbury Road, Thame, Oxfordshire 0X9 3PG. 
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Where compasses fear to point 


The Wildest r 
Dreams travel 
challenge 


David Hempleman-Adams suggested something really stupid. Graham Hoyland followed 


I n the beginning there were three 
of us: David, Rebecca and me. 
David Hempleman-Adams had 
just become the first Briton to 
walk to the South Pole, solo and 
unsupported. And like Rebecca 
Stephens and me, he'd climbed 
Mount Everest in 1993. Now, just 
days afterwards, he was suggesting 
something I knew was really stupid. 

“Why don’t you come, Graham? 
Rebecca and I are taking a yacht 
down to the Magnetic South Rale. No 
one’s ever done both in one season.” 

Ibis was madness. The Southern 
Ocean is a savage sea. How would we 
avoid hitting the icebergs? And what 
was the Magnetic South Rale, anyway? 

Simply put, it’s where all the com- 
passes in the world don’t point. An 
imaginary entity, it roams the seas off 
the coast of Antarctica as unpre- 
dictable as the albatrosses that live 
there. We’d have to locate it by satel- 
lite navigation, compasses don't work. 

My motive for going was to see 
whether I was capable of achieving 
a long-nursed plan to sail non-stop 


around the world on each of the 
seven seas and climb the highest 
mountain on each continent: the 
seven summits. This has never been 
done before. Having climbed what 
are probably the two hardest moun- 
tains. Everest and McKinley, now it 
was time to try what is certainly the 
most ferocious of the seven seas. 

So that’s how we ended up on 
Spirit of Sydney, a 60ft aluminium 
retired racing yacht based in Hobart, 
Tasmania. Tins was like three yach ties 
turning up at Everest and asking for 
a guided tour to the top. However, 
there were also three professional 
crew, as well as David's father-in-law, 
Ron, who was a proper sailor. 

We attempted to leave land three 
times before the yacht was even half 
ready for sea. That set the tone. On 
the trip holes appeared in the soft 
metal of the hull - devoured by elec- 
trolytic corrosion, so the bilges started 
to fill with water. We felt sea-sick 
nearly all the time. The skipper had 
the three incompetent climbers under 
his eye on C watch. Somehow the 


mainsail ripped when half a ton of ice 
froze on it. All the fresh water in the 
tanks froze solid because we were sail- 
ing through sea-water at -1C. During 
a storm one night a wave came on 
board, cut some heavy ropes and stole 
the life-raft, not leaving a sign. 

In my bunk, an 18-incb-wide book- 
shelf. 1 tried to sleep, not believing 
the violence of the sea. A vertiginous 
swoop of the bows. A susurration of 
water heard through the hull plates 
and Siam ? we hit a wave and slaml 
again. I hit the ceiling of my bunk so 
hard that for the first time in my life 
I sustained an injury in bed. 

Cooking was an athletic process: 
dancing in front of a gas cooker, jug- 
gling with pans. Ron and X engaged 
in an unspoken competition to cook 
the most exotic cuisine possible at 
sea. We overdid this eventually and 
the gas ran out, resulting in a spirit 
stove being pressed into service. 

But we got there. We landed on 
Antarctica, an ice-bound shore of 
penguins and eternal winds. We saw 
the hut where the yacht’s owner and 


his wife bad spent a year. We sailed 
for two sunny days, through icebergs 
sitting in a calm blue sea tike a home 
fleet of dreadnoughts. And we found 
’ the Magnetic South Pole at three in 
the morning last 20 February. It 
seemed to be a patch of ocean much 
like the other 3,000 miles we sailed. 
But above our heads the Southern 
Lights shimmered from horizon to 
horizon like a vast green curtain 
hanging down from space. 

And the best bit? HI never forget 
the time we three Everesters were 
crouched in the cockpit in the last 65- 
knot gale. Violent storm force 1 1, it 
would have said on Radio 4. 1 was 
steering, the mainsail had just ripped 
for the second time, and we were 
careering down the backs of 45ft 
breakers. This moment was so exhil- 
arating that everything seemed to be 
happening in a slow dream. Like 
climbing, the danger sharpens your 
senses to a degree you never expe- 
rience in nominal life. It’s sa iling , so 
you’re cold, wet and sea-sick. But 
you feel very, very alive. 



For anyone aged between IS 
and 35" there are only a 

couple of weeks left to apply 

for funding for your wildest 
travel dream. Heineken, in 
association with the 
Independent, is offering up to 
£25,000 to help those in 

search of adventure, but the 
closing date is 26 April. 



How to enter 


Application forms 
are available by calling 
the special hotline number 
0171-231 5432, or through the 
Lonely Planet Internet 

hhtp://wwwjonelyplanet.com. 

au; or from STA ’Gravel shops. 


# 


How much is the 
prize? 


Rebecca Stephens at Antarctica Photo: Graham Hoyland 


Heineken has a total bursary 
of £25,000 but the awards are 
at the judges’ discretion. They 
may decide that several travel 
projects deserve funding, or 
they may feel one exceptional 
proposal (say a tour of the 
177 countries where 
Heineken Export is available) 
should win the full amount... 



WORLD DEPARTURES 


atasbepfr 
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The Whitsun school holiday it the end of May is jin a few weeks away. What better 
than a week in France - visit Disneyland- Paris or Le Moni-St-Miche! in Brituny: 
Over 100 top sites from Normandy to the Cute d'Azur with our own modern mobile 
homes (shower /wc) or fully-equipped Supettems. 

PRICES FOR 2 ADULTS AND UP TO 4 CHILDREN INC FERRY* 

1 6-2Z May 16-22 May 23-30 May 23-30 May 

Supertent Mobile Home Supertent Mobile Home 
7 nights from 7 nights from 7 nights from 7 nights from 


£149 


KEYCAMP 


£274 I £179 I £299 

■ n “ZT Reservations 0181 395 4400 
'll B Brochureline 0181 395 8565 

± or see your travel agent M 


m IS 


U nlimited travel airpasses are 
not as widely available as once 
they were, but three countries 
still offer them. Ansett New 
Zealand (0171-434 4071) has a 
“Scenic Standby” airpass giving 
unlimited flights throughout the 
airline’s network. Two weeks' travel 
costs NZS699 (about £300). while 
a month is NZ$999 (about £430). 
Canadian Regional has launched 
a NationalPass which costs £189 
for a week, £239 for two weeks, 
and allows unlimited travel from 
Montreal to the Queen Charlotte 
islands in British Columbia. The 
pass also allows travel into the US, 
to Washington DC and Seattle. It 
must be bought in advance from 
AirPass Sales (01737 555300). This 
replaces the previous airpasses 


offered try Air Ontario and AirBC. 
The same company also sells a 
Horizon Air standby pass. It cov- 
ers the cities on the US West Coast 
and northern Rocky Mountain 
states served by this airline, which 
is a subsidiary of Alaska Airlines. 


T he Venezuealan national airline 
Viasa, which is pan of the 
Iberia group.is offering a num- 
ber of late-availability deals to 
South America in April. Return 
flights to Lima and Quito are 
priced at around £450 through 
specialist agents such as Journey 
Latin America (0181-747 3108), 
Passage to South America (017i- 
602 9389) and South American 
Experience (0171-976 5511). 
Flights are on Viasa from 


Heathrow, with a free stopover in 
Caracas if required. A ticket to the 
Colombian capital, Bogota, is 
available for around £420 return. 

Bogota is the third airport to be 
added to the US Department of 
Transportation's blacklist. Eldorado 
International Airport is deemed 
not to “maintain and administer 
effective security measures. It joins 
Lagos and Manila on the list. 

Cartagena is widely regarded as 
the most perfectly preserved Span- 
ish colonial city in Latin America. 
You can visit the Colombian city 
with Sunvjl Discovery (0181-56$ 
8330) as an add-on to a Costa Rica 
holiday. The extra cost for three or 
four nights is around £320. on top 
of about £1,400 for a one-week tour 
of Costa Rica. 


“he gap of 11 years since Air 
Jamaica last served the UK has 


1 been extended by a further six 
weeks because of licensing prob- 
lems. The airline (0181-570 7999) 
intended to relaunch services from 
London to Montego Bay and 
Kin gs ton at the end of May, but 
the start date has been put back to 
four weeks from today. The airline 
will initially offer three flights per 
week from Heathrow Terminal 3. 


site of the 1883 eruption. The 
price of £1,172 includes transport 
and accommodation within 
Indonesia, but air fares from 
Britain are extra. 


R eef and Rainforest Tours 
(01803 866965) runs a 13-day 
group tour of Indonesia, taking 
in Java and Sumatra. It visits Way 
Kambas and Ujung Kulon national 
parks, providing the chance to see 
tiger, tapir and Javan rhino. There 
is also a visit to Krakatoa volcano. 


Y ou can be part of the audience 
at a number of venues around 
the United States. At the 
Museum of Broadcast Communi- 
cations in Chicago tourists can sit 
in on an archive programme called 
“Those Were the Days” on Satur- 
days or “Inside Politics” on Sun- 
days. Call 001 312 629 6019 for 
bookings. The CNN Center in 
Atlanta has an afternoon audi- 
ence show, which you can attend 
even if you do not take the studio 
tour. Pick up tickets at the CNN 
Center in the morning. 


- "t-ViVi |5f** 



travel • uk 




Activity Holidays 


TRAVEL OFFER 


South of France 

Two Weeks for the Price of One 

Holidays from £181 for a family of up to six. 


Irish Cycling 
Safaris 

One week taunt for 
Cyclists of all abilities. 
For our brochure 
contact 

7 Dartry Park, Dublin 6 
Teh 00 3531 2600749 


14 nights accommodation in a Europu mobile home 
which sleeps up to six people in two bedrooms. Five 
larger two & three bedroomed models available for a 
supplement t subject to availability). 

Return mid-week Stena Line Dover/Calais crossing for 
ear and up to five people . 

Membership of Children’s and Teenager's Clubs. 

FREE hot and cold running water, gas and electricity. 
Access to main facilities. 


Low Season from £181 

Peak Season (20 July - 16 August) from £704 


LEISURELY CYCLING & walking, 
quality ItoMays In Norfolk. Com- 
torl our priority. Unescorted. Bags 
canto*. Windmill Ways 01603- 
87M11 

SUFFOLK CYCLE BREAKS. Ouaiity 
holidays wlifi full backup .w/a or 
longer. TeL (01449) 721655 
GUIDED WALKING SUiglea/eou- 
ptofl. Aged IB-SOIsh. En-sulte 
sccom. at our dale IShouae. 
e»5p w. (£18 0 May bank hoi.) 
015396 23273 


E njoy two weeks for the price of one in Sunny 
Languedoc, a lake away from the 
Mediterranean. 

You will stay at Le Lac des Reves, seven miles 



UK Travel 


Devon & Cornwall 


SPORTS & CRAFT BREAKS FOR ALL 


RELAX and DABBLE in an amazing range at crrft activities and 
sports facBtaS. From GUIDED WALKS to INDOOR ARCHERY; 

AQUA-AEROBICS to GOLF; POTTERY to GLASS 
ENGRAVING; INDOOR BOWLS to HORSE RIDING; TENNIS 
to TEN PIN BOWLING; + + + 


UNLIMITED FREE GOLF 3 COURSES. Psrv Oscars. 
EXCELLENT INDOOR FACILITIES - POOLS. SPORT. CRAFT 


mVAPRIL- 4 Nts £129*141; 3 Nts £110*120 FULL BOARD; 
WDUUNE 4 Nts £140*153; 3 Nts £119*129 FULL BOARD; 
AUGUST - 4 Nts £181*216; £290*360 P.W. RILL BOARD. 
MANOR 4 ASHBURY HOTELS West Devon - 0183753053 
FREE COLOUR BROCHURE + FREE VIDEO 


FREE GOLF + WHOLE IN ONE 



The Lake District 


AA** Rosette RAC** ETB O’ fit Commended 

THE BLACK SWAN HOTEL 

at EiuvHStoaedak- 

Ponder the thought of packing 4 suncise. turning yam back 
on life's thy to day routine jnd escaping for a few day's in die 
country, twin Dikes .and dak*. . 


For detalb of our special breaks - Freephone 0500 657860 
Kirk by Stephen - Cumbria CM" 4NG 


CORNISH WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pats, linen, hiel Inc. Italy lass 
than Cl 60 per week Oct-April. 
Brochure 01 756 702201 
FOWEY/POLHUAN. Charming 
waterside cottages with C/H a 
CTv. superb stows, OngMas svaB- 
afale. Pets welcome. TeL 01726 
670406 


LAKE DISTRICT Wrtoome Cot- 
tages. Pets, linen, fuel Inc. Uany 
lees (hen £150 p/w. Oct-April. 
BroctoesToL 01756 702208 
HRUHWAITE HOUSE MAndenttoTO 
Thom barrow Reed, overlooking 
lake. AM rooms aneutte (same with 
Jacuzzi baths) Satellite TV. tee- 
maktog. Sauna. Tyto Steam Roam 
and heated Indoor pod acMy for 
«w guests’ use. 2 nights, 5 course 
Dinner a AS M VAT only £89 . 3 
nights only £130. Brochure 


Northumbria 


jfSvtttv 




NORTHUMBRIA’S Welcome Cot- 
tages. Peis. Omit, fuel Inc. Many 
leaa than £150 pMOctApriL Tol. 
01756702217 


SUPERB COTTAGES. Northumbria, 
Ybrlcs Mas. Lakes. Peaks. Sykes 
Cottages (01 244) 345700. 


i-CC-v'i 01326 56 4992 ’.'ON 
? ' =5 01326 573808 


ST. IVES. Unique sail loft right on 
Porthmoor Beach. Stoops 2-12. 
Every luxury. (0171) 6074900. 

CORNWALL TRADITIONAL Cl 71h 
cottages on peaceful farm. Bm 
Port Isaac and beaches. Horae rid- 
ing and cycitog ova 0. tat 01208 
850*39 

NR PENZANCE. Cottage, sleeps 
2/3. From CIIOpw. (01738) 
710179. 


campsite s many facilities include outdoor pool 
complex with water slide and children's paddling 
poof, tennis courts, volleyball and archery. There 


is also a restaurant, takeaway and p izzeri a. 

As an Exclusively Haven site, Le Lac des Reves has 
been designed so each mobile home has a large 
garden area with lots of room for al fresco eating, 
children's games and sunbathing. 

Special rates are available to Le Lac des Reves 
guests at the Montpellier Massane Golf Club, 
designed by Ronald Fream, with a training centre 
led by David Leadbettec 


This travel offer has been arranged in conjunction 
with Haven Europe. 

To book, or for a biochore, please telephone Haven Europe 
on 01705 46611L quoting FIN 01 or post the coupon tor- 
Haven Europe. Northney Marina. Northney Road. Hayling 
Island. Hants POll INK. 


BROCHURE 


ri^Mepeadem, Lo Lac desMves Monday. 

I Haven Europe, Nonbnay Martno, North uey Road. 


I Haven Europe. Nonbnay Martno, Northney 
* Haytlog tstand. Harts. POll 1NH. 


JIIIMl w iij qnjlftiy milage* 

r lie oimtin • 

J "li'ff JitT-aL 
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1995 ■■OCHOlf PRICES l»P 


CORNWALL AND DEVON 142 cot- 
tages throughout (01752) 
260711. 

DEVON’S WELCOME COTTAGES. 
Pots, linen, toot Inc. Many less 
than CISOptoOcJ-Aprti. Brochure 
01 7S6 702203 

FREE 184 page guide to the 500 
best value cottages In Devon. Tel 
(01271) 76322 (24 ttraj 


MAY BANK HOLIDAYS. Rock/Qag- 
mar cottage In kfyUc area. Sip 4/5- 
TeLOIBI 6401511. 


CUMBRIA, WUMrthwahe. iflli coo 
sips 2-0, Wosdaie 10m. pea wel- 
come. T.B. 3 key eotwi Weefc- 
ends/Wtady toU . (01229) 

CRUMMOCK WATER. Warm, eom- 
totabto cottage. Slpa & CH. Open 
Are. tovaty views- ETB 3 Keys 
commanded. No prta. June, Aim, 
Sept Tet 01900 85242. 

RATHH1 SPECIAL COTTAGES fn a 
secret comer of Southern Lake- 
tenttWfcOI 6395 36475 

AVAIL MAY/SUMHBt non smoking 
cottage for 6. Nr Loweewmer. 
(017861824515 

PRIVATELY OWNED bungalow at 
Hawfceshead nr Ambtoskle photos 
♦ detale Tel. (0161 ) 7485140 


CHOOSE FROM 300 cottages. 
Northumbria Holiday Cottages 
01200 444070 Ret UD 6D1 


BAMBURGH Large house mrariook- 
Ing castle. £300-850 pw. 6 Key 
commended- Weekend breaks. 
Telephone (0101) 2328058 

(office). 


CORBRIDGE charming 2 bedroom 
cottage. Central Haaflng. steeps 4. 
0191232 8068. 


Sussex 


led by David Lead better 

The beaches of Camon, Palavas and the futuristic 
resort of La Grande Motte are within ten miles. 
Further afield are Nfrnes and the Carm argue. 

This offer is available on holidays taken 
throughout the 1996 season, subject to bookings 
being made by 13 May 1996. 


I Name:__ 
Address: 


I Postcode: 

I 


Hriuio • Iwnwto cutter Aa&bp 


Dorset 


dprizafitlk Cerate? Held 


9(s»irioi»q^gy«ur« o>yicx 

Family run. Each room with en-suKo bathroom and shower? 
colour TV etc. Choice of superb restaurants and bars. 
Near beautiful beaches and set In fabulous countryside. 
"Bargain Breaks and Colour Brochure Available" 

Wr of PvMk WarduuD, Dorsci. BH20 SAL 


FREEPHONE G5CQ 555653 


A Special Announcement 


•' KOTITOE 


coriigc 

Uit HOilPB* 


A Week on the Nile - 7 nights from £395 


•* KTOSH5ULl0an0)S- 

• *1 WELCOMING LOW PRICES. 

• PETS. LINEN. FlELINCUiDfs” 
_ (wsmS, Drew, Sawres, Oral,* 

• 'HrfA.StfA. Aa«rfEqtad.e 

• Sw* Arin. Pc* Daofci Lake*, 

a Dta, Noftaobre. Snttradaod -• 
HriMVt-itoafclYnilntwde 


DORSET'S WELCOME COTTAGES. 

Pots. Hnon, luol bid. Mom loss 
than 050 per week Oa-Aprll. 

0I7G67D22O4 I 

ATTRACTIVE FARM HOLIDAY NORFOLK/SUFFOLK’S Welcome 


East Anglia 


Suffolk 


NR SOUTHWOLD, Ensiuta B&B in 
tranquil ci6Bi Him. Bargain 
breaks 1r£l 5pp. 01988873117 


SEDLESCOMBE. Nr Bettto. Brick- 
wall Hotel Tudor Manor. 
Spring/Summar breaks Any 2 
nights £80 pp D8&B. 3rd nt accom 
trea. pay only ES dinner 8 breafc- 
ta*L hLSrpooL 1W (01424) 870253. 

LOVELY COTTAGE nr Arundel. 
Chlchestar In country. Stare 2, 
swimming pool. TeL sf?43) 
551238 


COTTAGES In kjyflta rural sot- 
Ung.Tol MU ton Abbas 01250 
880558<t*och) 


Cottages. Pots, Boon, fuel Inc. 
Many toss Ulan £150 phvk Oa- 
Aprfl. 01756 702205 


Ireland 


Travellers are ilooding back to 
Egypt but prices have not vetcaught 
upvrithdemand Earlier this year we 


Cruise between Aswan and Luxor on board the MS Ra 


Ro. full board. aairHWB. luczl f uidu. 
toefedfd. rnwranw, vim , airport lavs. I ip 

prices art subject I a ebaage. 


01756 702200 


secured some extraordinarily low 
prices for a superior product and we 
can therefore continue to offer 
cruises on the first-class MS Ra Nile 
cruiser. The tour represents excel- 
lent value for money since the tariff 
includes all meals, transfers, guide 
and excursions. 

The journey commences with a di- 
rect flight from Gatwick to Aswan to 
join the MS Ra, Ourweek-longcruise 
will include visits to the Temple of 
Edtu. Esna. the Temple of Karnak. 
the Valley of the Kings, the Temple 
of Queen HatshepsuU Luxor. Kom 
Ombo. and the Aswan High Dam. 




rrir r - n * - -Ai 


0171-6161000 

VOYAGESJULES VERNE 
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2 1 Dctiet Sqi.«otwlcii-3cn' Nv\ 
iMWrYvwtwUL.tVT^rtM] VT-L-AJ 
nurorticsair opm tor 1 1 kphutie 
riNcnalinmwtxkibvN 9am in “pin arK 
acrlunb lum lo5pru Furrvrwial ca)l> 
■ nit i lifitc hntj ri ar-. 1 9am 1 1 1 Sim i "ttiila 


English Country 
Cottages 


An UNWVAUkn 

choice in En&Und't 
loreliest ircoi. 
Free 428 page 
H colour brociurc. 
Ring 

(01455) 852222 
QUOTE kW U41W 


THE MS RA 

■file MS Ra is a large Nile cruiser 
purpose built in Britain accommo- 
dating up to 140 passengers. Facili- 
ties on board include a restaurant, 
lounge, bar. sun deck with swrni- 
mingpool.jaCUKL All cabins are air 


conditioned with prh-ate bathrooms. 
Fora true escape with that magical 
combination of culture and relaxa- 
tion this is surely an opportunity 
that should not be missed. 

DEPARTURES & PRICES 

1996 Mondays - per person in twin 
May6.:nf430 
June 3. HU7.2UW5 
Julvl. 8.10.22.39.095 


Augusts. 12. 19.26.«3n 
Sepember2.9. 16.23.3UX450 
iTctT. 14.21X485 -Oct 28X545 
November 4. 1 J. 18.25X555 
Dec 2.9X510- Dec 16*55 
December 23. 30X555 


Single cabin Cl.V 
Middledcck Xfia - Upper deck £125 
AbuSimhel (hyrnadl-XbU 

Includes: 1 r,-. v i. Iron- ten. 7 iii^h'.ciitlhc 


Late AvaQabflity S pedal Ofl 
22od April -£350.00 
We have a limited number 
places available on 22 April, oi 
strict first-come firsl-reserv 
basis, on two of our luxury N 
cruisers and also the padi 
steamer, the MS Mahasen. T 
price includes flights lo/frc 
tianr. full board, t-xairsioos a 
lucal guides. 


Holidays Afloat UK 



Norfolk 


THE BLAKENEY HOTEL 
AA/RAC * 

COMMENDED 

Bladaeney, Norfolk 
Oi/ertiioUna Notional Trust 
Hjrb our ihe pertect base 
front which ly explore rite 
unspoilt North Norfolk coast 
and countryside 
Wdtwek and Weetcnd BomIs 
Brochure; 01263 740797 


A superb sekxXon td quolSy 
charoder coHoges 'm the 
ftmbrolwfiirB Coari Nationd 
Ml All properifet Fumhhed 
to the highast standards, 
fhoiw dm far foe colour hrodue 

01239-881397 bum 


A superb seleclion ol quality 
^rector cceiogas m thg 
^"brolceshire Coorf National 

Porie. AH properties turn shed 
to the highest standards. 

Phone no> far fcjg colour brochure 

01239-881397 mw 

MB&QKESHTRF 

coAsracowm 

COTTAGES 


SNOWDONIA COASTLINE. Lleyn 


Scotland 


'ELFCATERING 




BfUTAKfS BEST Self Drive Narrow- 
treat neUdayB Widest dvrico 
Beglnnare vary welcome, Tol 
01 90S 726625. 

BEAUTIFUL WATERWAY) Surrey/ 
Hants. Urr boats. (01256)703691 




Cotsw'olds 



BLAKENEY. Comlotabla woO ogulp 

* c bungalow wttttn own 40 acrw 

B«3BS/lfw». Idyllic View. Sleeps 
5. Tol (01263) 74073$. *** 

COSY. TRADITIONAL. USTEO. 
coaaal coRego. Slpa 4. odn. 
morali views, booehes, *ra|ka 
ktoal peaceful hoBday. immediate 
&Swraneravafl.ai7i 62« 051 e. 


catering homes near beautiful 
aid countryside. Frank B 

s*- 


Excemicnm. hofidar 


propemes La the most 
aotfful areas of Scodaoc 


anttful areas of Scodaod, 
FRZZ PAGE BKOCHUW 
RING (01328) 8M011 - 
QUOTE S487 <24 Ho) 




uopt 13, SI Jkriian 5L 

aSSl : 0,834 445000 (zmtsd 

BRECON BEACONS. Ovsr 100 e/e 

Ifimn Til fin tn Tin ii~.. 


Tbt' Peak District 




m K D ,1 S1RICT Welcomo Co,. 

togra Pora. linen, tael ind Many 
than CISo p>w Ocl-April Tal 
01758 702215 ^ ‘ 01, 

“PEAK COTTAGES." QuAUty -/ c 
aropm ^ta Dorbyshlro Oatoa & 
rooks. Brocrt 01142 620777 


vnu JUU WC 

to so. Many 

C 9 AST * COUNTRYSIDE . Colour 
el 500 farmhouse b/coi- 
Ojroughort Watei A8 towter 

inspect •d'omdei Wales 
(01886)625267. 

BEAUTIFUL cotour broowre □, 
properties 

splendid W*Wt coart. Lo^tt,™^ 
unen provided, pete 

Conagra. ottos 

pah. Noon unasa 89 o®r^ 







-^v- > 




^ 90 * 



\-$£> 































INDEPENDENT WEEKEND * SATURDAY 13 APRIL 1996 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 



fiix: 0171 293 2505 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 


Overseas Travel 




Go For It i Go Budget * Call 0645 60 60 60 

WP - c^K rsce?; 



TAKE A FRESH LOOK 
T 






, Enjoy any nf the j 

■^000 local festivals I 
thmughouttha 

summer, from jazz W— 
m folk, from dance 

tocrafl CbsrSMw'' 

We love our countryside with a 
passion-no one cores more for * 
their urwimnmcnt - find out hr 
yourself on a farmhouse holiday 

exrjsit S ifflLi ai £t 
Fresh fish, shrunps ami ervyfish are 
delicious uti the West coast -Smorgasbord is 

dehaous everywhere J 

Clear Ex. ail-, 
50.000 miles of dear roads in a 
country twice the sax of Britain with 
oik sixth the population 
•ideal for louring and camping 
Cluur-vaur Co-tea 
They say Stockholm is tr-*£-. r inrj?. 

the world's most And everywhere 

beautiful capital - few they ‘re pleased to 
others can offer fishing talk to you- in 

jnJ ^rxnmin^in \ English of course 
spartdlng city centre\r r ^y ^ - ; ■ - 
waters 




English of course 




tHomc read tee the SncdcoUSC „TTr. - . . . ~ _ , 

^ broctae and tetter UmoUm MtaSI,CBMk«UnUli*KJIUB. 0 

3<* i 

t Ojft«b.D j-j Jtsmt ; g 


‘ SsnserBoBin* □ n 

* Thutebto/ftm □ g. 


r 5CXMmfflB2l.V 

SMWGS 


*F« 


Go BudSet 

Fsr toe test -sr/ees ara^si tire world 


;0142088724 
or 0171-497 OS1S 


Special Interest Holidays 



j Soasd?- Arricss from 

£^06 

;; Ets>e- from'. 

£173 

CsAsiirnia from 

£162 

j Jffsdteira from 

£3SS. ;■ 

Ifriired from £T2S , 


f inding Nambu • 
-Twcaro- Botswana- 
| -^BSnbM'Keaya' 

■ Ifcmrm- 

l . SaJhMxs* 

i -Matepraar- 

Call fox colour brochure 

tt0137342tfllHta 


Adventures 
& Trekking 

Including Thaland ■ Indonesia • 
• Borneo ■ Vietnam ■ 

C«U for colour brochure 
liarludey llim*l*y*s. Indio ' 
South 4 Central Amcriro) 

£*01373-85895624ta 

1 .^-.C ;Ti 

l‘± , &’rV 

SXflXlZLGR 5 

Dipl MS, «a EHtan M. HWHttuni 
WMto B»U 3JK 

RUT HMBCB /SO VOtZHT 


JOURNEY 
LATIN 
AMERICA 

THE 

LATIN AMERICAN 
TRAVEL SPECIAUST 

ISDevandiireBsad, 
(Wfc,Lnk»W42HO 

S%? K 0181747a315 


Special Interest Holiday 


France 





I K leaders in small 
group adventure 
holidays worldwide* 
with over 20 
years experience; 
choose Irom 4 
diUcrcnt hrocluires. 

Exodus 




small group exploratory holidays 

THAILAND VIETNAM CAMBODIA 
Borneo Malaysia Java 
Sumatra Philippines 

See the real Southeast Asia. By t/ain, 

, minibus, nverboat, rice barge, on foot... 
PLUS! 170 tours, treks and 
safaris in Africa, Middle East. 

*fj China. Europe, Australasia and the 
Americas. Free colour brochure. 
Explore Worldwide (IN), Aldershot 
GUli 1LQ tr 01252 344161 iMnw 
FolySofi Out. ATDLNn 2595 AITO 



Eqvpr 

Israel Jordan Syria 
Lebanon Turkey Greece 

Active & adventurous journeys 



MADE SIMPLE 


A guide to holiday companies featuring France and 
its regions. Choose from: 

• Activity & Special Interest • Short breaks 
• Self-catering (Cites, Villas & Apartments) * General 
• Camping & Mobile Homes • Hotels & Touring 


EXCELLENT VALUE FROM THE UK’S 
LEADING OPERATORS TO FRANCE! 


For our general guide, along with details of holidays 
to any of the regions listed below, simply telephone: 

0990 800 219 

Internet No. http://www.fr-holidaystore.co.uk 

• Alsace • Champagne- Ardenne • Corsica 

• Languedoc- Roussillon • Loire Valley 

• Nord-Pas de Calais • Picardv • Poitou-Charentes 

* 

• Provence *Rhone-Alpes •Riviera Cote d’Azur 


MIST 


=^iu u-*v * ■ — CXWM -mgr .fty 


5 The Experience of a Lifetime! 

E « Track the elusive Snow Leopard 

♦ Save Borneo's precious Rain Forests 

♦ Search for Dinosaurs In Montana 

♦ Record India's vanishing festivals 


\;.v • t .■'.•cr 


Ski L>*Z lir.s* J+1 

L»( 


FOR A 2 WEEK HOLIDAY YOU CHOOSE THE REGION 
WE CHOOSE THE SITE, AVAILABLE IN APRIL-SEPT 


Other destinations available 

CALL 0645 60 60 60 


GB/naot 

Car and Van Rental 


UmobKI^ 01817473108 
Mmdmterifec 0161 832 1441 




•Price arc per ucck hued on muliM car p«ip and include 
CmV.TPl. *iLl I IIS A only i. pn em mon u«* and unRraiird 
mihopp Offer subject lu puxnoooruJ ran: JvaJbWhy which 
ntA Iv nsnicrrd Bu-iftcr'* normal rams 3 ; coodnnru of it-nal 
appl* Airport sc nice charges mjv apply. Rmcs num be 
prepaad .Uvuikk Lo-Ajne 3 vnrkmp dry*. For leserrooanj and 
whet rnfumntion call ihc above number or tour navel jrou- 


Oask 

Hriam Fw TVs- Ttnwrr t To Uu T«mca 

Rambler*' new programme Tor 
ibe mvnun lo mid Uiirties' 
lor iboee « bo Iovt lo roam ihc 
hills, cxplme imeroiinp places, 
conquer peat,, enjoy a liule 
advealun; or even Ins hardy 
holidays- Small escorted 
parlies in Europe. Nepal. Uw 
Americas, more lisui thirty 
holidays to choow from. | 
Phase pborw. rax or ante for 
a brochure 

RAMBLERS HOLIDAYS 
Ecu 41 Wchryu Garden. ALS i>PQ 
TcL 01 TUT J7.WM 
Fox 01707 373276 


PRAGUE, VIENNA, BUDAPEST and 
StovaWa- Central ptarator*. holots 
X opts. Owehars (017061 623689. 
PRAGUE * BUDAPEST: hotels, 
opts. Czech country cottages. 
Hungarian Lakeside bowls. 
BrldgBwater Breaks ABTA 3827X 
ATOL 12*5. Tel 0121 SBS 5846 



CALL FOR ERQCHL'RE 312i3 211555 




ACCOWNDATUN 

REGIONAL CHOKE 

SMuai 

Luxury Tent 

up to 6 people 

£450 


Standard MobBe 
up to 8 people 

£900 

II 

Sapphire Mobile 
up to 8 people 

£1115 



Active family 
holidays 


Over 3,000 touring and 
multi-activity options in 
unspoilt France. Hotels 
or self-catering. Free 
holidays for under I8's, 
a ‘not undersold' price 
guarantee, and free fun 
pack for the under 1 2’s. 
Ring for your brochure. 

ATOL 2412 Mb 

limDWAlEK, 


01606 48699 


Savings shown agaknt the EtraSites IWfi mm lecoml edtkm brodure. 

FOR A EUROSITES 1996 BROCHURE CALL 


SKYROS Ho&teys tor mind, body 
end opML Msge. W CM, Dteaeaoe. 
donee, pyachodrama. wtnsurflng. 
art, «c. Dslctaui food, grssl conv 
miaitty Brochure fMtt) 284 30BS. 

TRECK1NG HELLAS- Explore unox 
plored Oreece by foot, bice, cflngyt 
Ako patettng, wtndturflng, saOng 
hole. Pleeee speedy. Sunvfl 01B1 
647*7*748. AfTO ATOL 008. 


NEW FOR 199S: 800 Ways lo dle- 
covBrEuopa.D(san3ofindQpen- 
demmOdng and cydng 
Quldod apdona too. Comfortable 
hotels and bags moved for you. 
Itacenx Mend. Corsica and tote 
more besides. Tel Headwater 
(01606) 42220. ATOL 2412 AfTO. 

VIETNAM, Burma, Thailand, Laos 
and Cambodia. Escorted small 
group tours, plus tsBor-made Bfn- 
erartes. Fbr Iriandfy, personal ser- 
vice can Indochina Havel 0181 
995 8261 ABTA VI 337 ATOL 1 922 




HAWES, WENSLEYDAIJs. 40 Coun- 
try Cottages. Pots' weteoma. 
Bradt. 01909067854 

YORKSWBEOAlJBWWcwneCitt. 
tages. Puts, Unan, tool Inc. lftny 
leas than E150 p/w OcWtartLTsL 
01756 702209 ■ 

SUPERB COTTAGES. Ygriq Mm, 
NortunWa; Lakes, Peato. SykM 
Coaags*(OT24*l 3*6700. 

YORK UP TO 50S OFF ALL fadB- 
&a& Btaehaa Heawtfi Court 
Hotel 01904 42S1 56 

YtHOtSHire MLES.MO 0 TC, Coasa, 
Peak £ Lake tflsiria. Owr S00 
ssK/eaL cottages. Bustnted 
BroctesaHoWay CoHaaes Tbik- 
Wasr fit, SUpton, BD23 
1PB (01756) 700672. ; - 

VORKCITV Comfortable, qoetSal. 
Sjwpe S/3. Ampte parting. TW. 
(61804)658984 .. 


WEST COUNTRY Woteome Cot- 
tagea. Pata, linen, fuel Inc Many 
less than £150 p/w Oct-ApriL 
Brochure TW. W 756 70221 8 

NEAR BATH BRISTOL Cl 7th Cen- 
tury ten n houae B&B, ElBppfpn. 
m (0117) 8372381 


If you 
wi&h to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 
on 

0171 293 2222 


PaXOB • ITHACA • CEPKALOMA 

Lefkas - Zakwtuos 
Kvtuwa ■ Coaru • Shatk» 
Sayaa-Aunaacn 
f^nrvi • ABGDU2NEBOS 
For a brochure tekphanc 
(01932) 220477(2* h») 
snowte hnpg/ ama dL au t/ dlu / 
VSlCan 




THE IM3EPENDENT recommands 
Pure Crete. Spring flowers and 
empty beeches. SIC vfllage 
houaos.1996 Brochure. 0181 
7800879 ATOL 87B7. 

CRETE. SKIATHOS, SKOPELOS. 
Thu valua pemonttsed hoBdays. 
VBtas, 'CoitHas, Apia. Pools. 
Skopeto* V»m (01988) 877B3B. 

SKIATHOS, Petton. Skopelos, 
Alonissos. Mytaxua, Lemnos. 
Superb vtttas. apis S hUs, most 
with saa views. Expen & Ofemfly 
servics tr Stdattue Travel Lid, now 
In our 18th yr. 0181 9405157. 
Aim AJOL 1680 

GftECOFILf * RL0XENIA Escape 


drives, tours. 01 422 375969 ATOL 

IU08 ISLAND HOLIDAYS panonal 
setecbonoMwWoral houses, vfl. 
tea. apta & amaB AOtete Ofl trie 
islands fit Latkas. MaganlssJ, 
Kefakmta. Zakyrthos, Nw», 
Pams. Thes, Skiathos, Skopeioa, 
Afotdssos 8 tha PaSon peninsula 
01403 259788 ABTA ATOL 1452 
AfTO. 



PAXOS fl LEFKADA Inspiring 3tu- 
<fio8.sparknanta Avgas. The True 
ThadWonal Quaflty Speete fl a te . 
Brochure 01580 785000 ABTA, 
AITO. ATOL 


IN A BEAUTIFUL Alpha vOaga. bln 
Innsbruck S Salzburg 3 bdrm pri- 
vate house 01823860850. 


TUSCANY 

UMBRIA 


& COASTAL REGIONS 
IN ITALY. 

Private Villas, Farmhouses 
& Apartments with JLPoofe 
tome with T. Courts far the 
Independent Traveller. 
Also Apartments hi 
Venice, Florence & Room. 
EiceOeol priceWhaowtMHgg 
A service as we deal directly 
wUh the propentex* owners. 
Phase Ibr free broc hur e 


TUSCANY NOW 


0171 272 6489 



ROME 


TQSCANY/QMBRIA 

BORDER 

Cmforuhle Vexses erd 
apircarta tc- rmn all war iwd. 
jwastraMt: piose. 

Brian A Prencfa G Associates lid 
4th Floor, One Throgmorton Ave, 
London EC2M 2JJ 
Teh 0171 528 0244 
Roc 0171 628 0116 and 
Etrasootour 

Tel/Fax: 01909 720554 


CAREFREE 

ITALY 


01689 841900 


France 


50 % OFF. 

D0VER-CALAIS FARES. 

The unique French style of 
SeaFronce now costs even less with 
our new Spring Saver fares. 

A five day recant at an 
unbeatable E 5 O for a car and np 
to 9 people- Standard return 
cioo. That’s less than h alf our 
regular fare. 

just book ai least *8 hours m 
advance and travel to France in 
April. Credit card bookings only. 

Call 01304 204 204 

But hurry, this offer Is strictly 
limited. 

^SEAFRANCE 


All Imti wb)m fa ■uiUbiiin 
Applm ID M*. brofcoip only 
iki oil., nal mI>] Mib in Mbr. ilflrf 


. -u 

•’ ' ‘ 

. ' i- 

‘ - IS •. | 





* + AT MAKE 



M/\ PER PERSON, you can experience the 
/ magic of Dianeyland Paris. Price indudes 
£ I J 2 nights self catering at Davy Crockett 
Ranch, one day Theme Park Pass and a return ferry 
crossing. (Price based on 2 adults and 2 children - 3 
to 11 yrs - sharing a car and a log cabin for arrivals 
between 19 April-2 May 
1996l) For further details 

phone Bridge Travel Service EuiOpeail FenieS 
on 01992 456045 or see TTN A V g 

your local Travd Agent. IlULIJ-/Al u 

•Cl nipplcnical per panou for FndlJ md SjQurdaj nighu. ABTAVSMt 


BRITAIN'S No.l FERRY CO.MP. ANY. 


UIU a ALV£ VOL'KI IWI 

F&OVss 



ALORSl QUALITY HOUSES 8 vflfc» 
In South West Francs at sensible 
price fi- Francophile, bonded 
01539 431860 

DORDOGNE our super Farmhse is 
FuXy Eqpptl. SlpsG-8 + cot Bikes 
provided. Vhnva. golf, walks, 
kwtmmlng. ft Cl 50 pw. 0181 -748 
4202. 

LOT/DORDOGNE SW FRANCE. 
Whte range of comfortable Cocm- 
try properties, aH with own swim- 
ming pools. AH sizes. Pay in C 
sterling. Colour Brochure horn 
Peter Aldous (English) Kingfisher 
Hofidays. Tot 0033 53 40 71 13 or 
Fnc 0033 53 40 74 71. 

DORDOGNE Beaut* ruly restored 
and bsniahed tarmhouse In quiet 
valley S.E. Bergerac Sleeps 6/7. 
Private pool In mtenfim grounds. 
From C7ZB p-w. JulyfAug Phone 
0033 53223888 lor Info and pho- 
tos 

ATTRACTIVE NORMANDY Farm- 
house. 2db. 3sb. 1 hr Caen. Hall hr 
beach. 1 acre orchard/gdn. Aval 
AprB-OcL Fr C115pw. 01635 
26841 4<eve) 

HOiHS: Provence, Pyrenees, Dor- 
dognefl Alps- I0dayabn£249pp 
inc terry. Auto Plan 01543 257777. 

PROVENCE, luxury aptm sips 4*1. 
Private garden, shared pool. Easy 
reach of Gorges du Verdon and 
CUas (fAzir. Avail bum MayJ=rom 
t2S0-450pi*Tel 01380 728284. 

DORDOGNE: Rlberac 11km. Farm- 
house, sips 5-6, pooL Also 
BAB/HaH-tx»rd avail. 01765 

sosioa. 


Corsica 



I CAN 

tr 


ta Wand of qww le gdir mo u ntato 
peaks, fragrant ptee forests, 
ojstel dear riven. waterMls 
end hNwltfal nrjBdM bMdMX. 

Small & Friendly Auberges 
Uounuin Inns Secrel Retreats 
BcKtiside villas and Apertawnts 
Oasir Hoteb Hyririve Cyrling 
5/» Humboh Road. London W6 BOH. 


0171-385 8438 


BUNGALOW 6 APT. Pool. NR 

beach. GCNS. travel help. (01296) 
22388 

SIMPUT CORSICA. The moat beau- 
tiful bland In the uedherranean. 
We oner vdas wUh pools, sseeide 
cottages, atylsti hotels, mounUi 
eubergea. an Island Wandering 
programme and flo we r. MHng i 
pakulng holdays. 0181 99SB323. 
ABTA V1337 ATOL 1322 AITO. 


AUVERGNE ■ Cottages with pools. 
W. (01811 9779687 eve's.'wfcends. 

COTTAGE. OulM postUon. AUjn- 
Uques region. Roach coast 5 
mountains tm (MBOpw. 01543 
682761 

LOT. Delighttul restored bom In 
hamlel wUh open views. From 
£2Q0pw. Please ring 01252 
794450. 

CYCLE OR WALK Explore ihe hid- 
den byways of France on fool or 
by bike. Hotel lours with luggage 
transported. BeUe France 01B92 
890885 ATOL 2832 ATTO 

SJ0IRGUNDY (Chart ois). Farm, 
house (non .working): Tranquil 
wows. 6 acre wood. Tout ConlnrL 
Sips 3-4 -vcott- FrCl20pw. vacant 
2 weeks May, all June. 3 wksJuty. 
01287711012. 

CHARENTE/COGNAC. C171h vfita. 
Sell catering. Pool. Sleeps 4/G 
plus COL Detilte: 00 33 459691 70 

CANAL-DU-MIDI Village house, 
midst Ulnenrotel Corbieras vine- 
yards. equl. dlsL Narbonne, 
Beziers. Carcassonne, sips B, 
dtehat Me , pool, shady gardens, 
May. June 22-Juty 20 1r E300 pw. 
plx & datails (00 33) 66 43 25 1 B. 

BRITTANY Nr Oman. VG beaches, 
Ghes sips 4/E, fr. C120 pw. Ferry 
discounts, TaL (0113) 250356a 

SW FRANCE 3 luxury properties 
with pools, sip 73&ia All dates. 
£300-1 1 00pw. Tel/Fax 0033 
53234255 

GASCONY, S.W. FRANCE. Houses 
of character & charm with private 
pools. Also other regions. Linen 
Inclusive. Ferry CD scrum ix La 
France des Villages. Tel: 014*9 
737878. 


Cyprus 


Villas *nd rifbp: houses 
iu unspoih treas. 

PECIALIST 
5 YPRUS 

Marry kzve : privarc pool 
ill have a car mrluJcd 
Ptus bmcb, fly -driven, ctcencif 
nnm, mna-auccj. diving 

Day fli^us from Heaihim, 
Garrick. Luroc, MmAmw 

81-847 4748 

<»hMn| 





Germany 


APTS a HOTELS. Black Forest. 
Bavaria, Efa! & Rhineland- Auto 
Plan 01543 257777. 


Portugal 


FUfDRWE NORTH PORTUGAL. 
Qiaracter Pousada, Manor Hse 
BB accom. Also Madeira. MgNy 
fladble. Sunvll 0181 647 4748 
(341s) AITO ATOLBOB. 

THE AZORES tramp* remote, rnr- 
dant islands. Hotels, immu, wbato 
watching, cyeHnfl- High* flexible. 
Sunvfl 0181 8*7 474$ (341s) ABTA 
AITOATOL 8 O 6 - 

VINTAGE PORTUGAL: CotWg« £ 
Uanarhousca with pools. Unspo* 
North. Mlnho & Douro. 01954 
201431 ATOL 2787 AITO ABTA. 


A TASTE OF TUSCANY Vfflos, cot- 
tages & apts. For brochures can 
IbUor-otade Tours on 0181 291 
145G 

IDYLLIC ITALY. Countryside to 
Coast, the com plate setoetton. 
Bridgewater's Tbecana. (0101) 
707 8795 ABTA V7»8. 

TUSCANY/SICIIX Select properties 
In excaHsiil loeafions, pools sic. 
Col Brochure 015394 31 120 ABTA 
V7333 

FLYDRIVE TUSCANY/UMBRIA. 
Character BB accom. Ptus Sidly, 
Cities. Ukaa. Highly flexible. 
Sunil 01 B1 847 4748 (241*) AITO 
AT0LBM. 

APUUA, CALABRIA, SICILY Aao- 
Km isles UmfiECovarad South. 
Hotels, farms, vfliac, apta. pools. 
TeL (01694) 722103. ATOL 4029 
TRADITIONAL TUSCAN FARM- 
HOUSE . newly rafum, vfaws owr 
vineyard, sips 4/5. 2 flats avert. 
£2fiQt300 pw 0141 337 6015 






























































Tel: 0171 293 2222 


travel • overseas 


tot 0171 293 2505 


TakeOff 


TakeOff 



TakeOff 


Because we think the world of you ... 


Traiitirdcrs have no credil card charges 

Qtfpntinn to dstail 


current best buys on the world’s finest airlines 


ie»d ia>eD 


AUCKLAND 

BANGKOK 

HONG KONG 

SINGAPORE 

BALI 

SAIGON 

TOKYO 

DELHI 


or.a oTt return 
irom 

£329 £499 
£329 £583 


£352 £615 
£209 £407 
£237 £435 
£225 £429 
£264 £440 
£297 £495 
£286 £545 
£216 £347 


onenar rakur 
Irom 

£95 £189 
£129 £189 


NEW YORK £95 

BOSTON £129 


FLORIDA £159 

LOS ANGELES £195 

SAN FRANCISCO £195 

TORONTO £138 

VANCOUVER £249 

CARBBEAN £173 

MEXICO CTTY £253 

KATHMANDU £265 


oneway return 

from 

JOHANNESBURG £249 £415 
HARARE £297 £495 

£145 
£145 


|r^| 
[77^1 


TRAIL 


rj WH& IB.'S© Y « 
.! Wi HIM S/J 


ERS 


r R A V E t EXPERTS 


Create your own dream holiday: 

London - Los Angeles - Tahiti - Raratonga - Sydney 
(surface to) Cairns - Auckland - Fiji « Hawaii - London 

£759 


For the real towdown on worldwide 
travel, TraBfinders is your one stop 


£265 £473 AROUND THE WORLD 


Out of Africa - Nairobi £249 return 


plus discounted quality accommodation per room per night from 


AUSTRALIA £33 ■ USA £31 • AFRICA £37 - PACIFIC £42 ■ ASIA £30 

USA CAR HIRE FROM £13 PER DAY CALL NOW FOR OUR NEW WORLD DIRECTORY 


A!! shops are open on Mon-Sat 9-6prr. • Tiuirs 9-7pm * Sun 10-Spm 


.. cnuiSEs- 


HOTELS- Ctf ^ 







fraaflndere otters more low cost 
flights to more destinations than 
anyone.', Experts in airfares since 
1970, we can teflor-make yonr 
itinerary with np to 65% discount on 
hotels ami car hire worldwide. 


FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF THE 
TRAlLFfNDEfl MAGAZINE 
CALL 0171-938 3366 ANYTIME 


ATOL1458 Ifl* ASTA B9701 


42-50 Earls Court Road • WBtoWn ■ 

Long Haul Flights: ^-£38 3366 . 

• Transatlantic & European: 0171-5375480 

194 KWbgtcn High 7RG 

Long Haul Flights: fft71-S38 3SW - 

Transatlantic & ■ ■ 

Rrst & Business Class: 0171-938 3W 

22-24 The Priory Quwnsway - BIWWNGWU 1 B4 6 
Worldwide Flights: 0121-Z36 1234 

48 Com Street • BRISTOL BS11M 
Worldwide Flights: 01 1?-9?9 9000 _ 

254-284 Sauchietell Street • ■ ' MHEF 2 ^ ^ 
Worldwide Flights: 01 41-353 2224 ■ 

58 Oeansgale- AMNCI^STCR MjyjFF : .. 

Worldwide Flighte: 0161^®^ . 

First & Business Class: 0101-839 3434 


... people think the world of us! 


THAI 

SUPER SAVER FARES 



London - Bangkok 

RETURN 

£495.00 


London - Phuket, 
Chiang Mai, 
Chiang Rai or 
Surat Thani 

RETURN 

£545.00 

Super Saver Fares valid for travel between 
1st April - aorii June '96. Plus taxe* as applicable 

^ -MIIM 


Nobody knows Thailand better than 
Thai. Fly smooth as silk on Thai’s daily 
scheduled flights from London to 
Bangkok. Your gateway for our services 
to 20 destinations throughout Thailand. 
For further details and booking 
conditions, contact your travel agent or 
call Thai direct 


FLIGHTB O Q KW 

travelling freestyle 


your one stop Travel Shop 


BRITISH AIRWAYS 
1MMUNJSATON CENTRE 

M—rLl .H niam 

17T/17S l taaftpn Coot Am 

UnknnPOU 

OPEN 7 DAYS 

iwt2sc‘iim‘tta«a6 
nsoaaavKKMPom 1 

01283 3883001 

Open 7am - 10pm MU' 


WORUMDE 

0171767 2444 
MEMOS a EUROPE 
0171757 2000 

ROHM 

0171757 2222 
MJSTfMW & NEH ZEALAND 
0171757 2468 
H5T CLASS & BUSKS CUSS 

01717572468 


New York fr£H5 
Florida case 
LOS Angeles £340 
S. Francisco £240 
Atlanta £236 
Boston £205 
Toronto £215 


SPECIAL OffERS 1 

Bangkok 

t> £410 

Hong kor>3 

ms 

Singapore 

1410 

Manila 

£459 

India 

1339 


Sydney fr£5S3 
New Zealand £BU 
Vietnam £400 
Bali £440 

Jo’burg £489 
Nairobi £249 
Rio de Janeiro £429 



1 


Accosojodatfon • Can Hire • Extended Touring • City Stopovers 
insurance • Passport 9- Visa Service • Foreign Exchange • Dedicated Worldwide Dept 
For all this at the most competitive prices 9- Much Much More contact fUGHTBOOkER? 
CALL FUGHTBOOKERS FOR YOUR FREE COPY OF USA/AUSTRAUA & FREESTYLE MAGAZINE 

MW wto— : NW/mm8|g»ttrelra»aai* t4to M|mao Mra»d fltiU toauMiw 


STA TRAVEL 


far out ! 

BUT WITH. OVER 120 BRANCHES WORLDWIDE 
WE'RE NEVER FAR AWAY 


mb : ConMMNer«thsMda<itoini-satiatfcni mb 

Paris 56 | New York £180 ! Bangkok £357 1 Harare £479 

Madrid £96 i Boston £189 ! Hong Kong £455 : Brisbane £550 

Athens fMB : Snjapon £414 I NarcU £265 l Auckland 1612 

. london - Singapore -SfdWTf-afl&ce- Anddand- fip -Cfwkbi*ids - 

| lihiti -LaAngries- London fraoffiB 

| Europe 0171 361 6161, Worldwide: 0171 361 6261 0161 834«68(Mancheste) 

\ A CCQUUODATIQN • CM HIRE • INSURANCE AND OVERLAND lOURSc 0171 301 SIM 

t U7 Eaton Eoad MWL 8601d Brampton Kd SW7, II Goodge Si Wf, London. 

- JT* mm WKMMinOS BP0DI5T USE «OT Ml MM 


NEW YORK. LOS ANGELES, TOKYO. BANGKOK. SYDNEY. AUCKLAND.... STA TRAVEL 



ANNUAL 
TRAVEL 
INSURANCE 
FROM £46. 

With insurance starting 
from just £46, contact 
the name you can trust 
for the best deals on 
Annual Multi Trip cover. 
Other policies avail- 
able - Call for details. 
For travellers under E6 
years only. 


General Acci d ent 
_ Direct 

V 


OSOO 121 007 



The Florida 


CALI $TATESAVERS FIRST 

01932 829233 


GERMANY, DAILY low cost Oghta, 
(0181} 429 2900, Vim/ Accosa. 
Gorman Travel Contra, ABTA 
90885. AT0L2877, LATA. 

DISCOUNT FLIGHTS WORLDWIDE 
Travel Insurance less 25%. 
Wingspan 0121 457 8897 T9532. 

ARHOWFUGHT. AgantS lor ATOL 
holders. 01527 524818. Mon-Sat 
9am-8pm. 


%n0>^ 

live it with 

CORAL 


VACATIONS 


More villas, 
more experience, 
lower prices. 
Complete fly/drive 
holidays or flights only. 

0161-3679393 

ABTA 23356. Eat. 1076 


Exotic Holidays 








DATE I MKHTS | ACCOWWO/OTON 


BARBADOS 


£639 DOMINICAN RffUHJC S.TZKaie 14 

££49 DOM MCAN RgUBUC T9jM»e K 

£549 VARADARQ, CUBA S,T9}une 14 

10 June 14 


W 


12 jure M 


ALL FLIGHTS FROM GATWICK 

SEE E333S33 PAGE 258 FOR MORE OFFERS 
SEE YOUR LOCAL TRAVEL AGENT OR CALL 



£479 


£519 CANCUN, MEXICO 


RO 


SC 



01706 232324 

ES 2 H 0 


Going further to make you happy 


* ,l * < .;y. 


Spain 



SPAIN ISH 

tur 


Villas with swtanndng pools, 
cottages and villaga housas In 
qwot scenic locations 
Our sttectkxi feMurw quality 
properties in the most delightful 
coastal or mountain settings. 
AHtNUUSM CAMIMKIA OOMOHIA 
Fty-drhrt Ferry Motors il 
5/7 Kvnbolt Road. London WC 8QH 
ASDtZUS Mrarsm 


0171-385 8127 


Africa 


AFRICA TRAVEL CENTRE. 
CafMtown/HanuWNalrobL FBphts 
only, laflor made holidays, sabris, 
Rial 8 club specials. For further 
Into and brochure (0171) 
388887B. ATOL 3384. 

FLYDfOVE NAMIBIA- Game Lodge, 
Guest Farm, hotel scccm. Add- 
ons to Bw Capo, Botswana, Vic 
Fan*. Zambia. Highly flexibto. 
SunvO 0181 847 4748 (24to} AiTO 
ATOL80B. 



TiQw-oMb buHday qwdillia 


NaitBskirint Smt. 
r«*n Last, ImAi. *J 4.UG 
F SMI Ml JB1 



Unspoilt Catalonia 

SPAIN 

Quality Villa&. ^ 
Apts. & Holds. 


SPANISH HARBOUR 
0117 986 0777 


DISCOVER COSTA mCA.Tbura 8 I NEW ENGLAND VACATIONS- Dl»- 


flydrtvaa staying smafl Mb, Juigla 
lodges, nature raaanras. ifigMy 
ItaxWe. Sunvfl 0181 847 4748 
(241«1 AITO ATOLB08. 


dnctlw Iran A tatWyhomaa, non. 
atop nights to Boston. Brachro 
Urn* 01 727 85221 T.Fu8y bonded. 
ABTA V51B4. ATTO. ATOL 2978. 


Overseas Travel 


Over 700 shops nationwide or 
call now on 054 / 560001 


IWA.A0TAMc.483W ATOL No 3873 Fan eutpd » avatoMW- wparr 
umy. tepptonwnu ohm epprepnaM ml am ret afl tor tmaMiBto 
demitv*. Fflio* to* tfcKKw trim LondM MpcrtL Otto way M StpB» 
iwtftstoaentto(Mrtwdii»«Vi*»j8i4r*Br IT rfragepw tartan <**«» 
to o*fA’d»ry» csd txje*or^i C5 p»r f»reon Hwang Ms snMC » bwHngs 
rate re Bw >Hw totomww numbw only 

■Opwinq noun Mre-thm ftreipm. Ri 9an-7psL SJ tom-ta". 5tm KtonHip*. 


TURKISH COLLECTION TnxMonal 
Ottoman housas, oottagn a 
ho rota In the boa liltful beys of 
Gokoya. TUrtobUku A Tartu. Illos 
Island Holidays 01403 259788 
ABTA ATOL 1452 AITO. 

SIMPLY TURKEY Personal Bsrvico 
bom Turkey apoctakeui Prhrais 
villas, converted canagtn, setect 
hotels, ttotar made Nnanutoa, 
QuM cruising. Spoctol htorost 
Holidays, scuba diving qnd short 
breaks wtstanbuLFPr our btondhi 
a Intomtadw brochure cafl: 0101 
995 8323. ABTA Y1337 ATOL 
IKE. 



SUPEAfl summer optalmonts a 
hotels. Utkos A Mountains Holi- 
days. 01329 B44405 AHO.'ATOL 


PI COS DE EUROPA (N. Spain) 
Cantabrian Trarei. Tel (01473) 
717143. 

ANDAU/CIA . baautHui oflw mfll a 
pool to mtn village nr Roods. 
Superb vlawa, Bara, fauna. S/c 
opts for 2-12. Whh aH comforts 
(01348) 874381 

ECO-UNKS. Small Country House 
Hotels a ato In unqpoJtf meunlaln- 
oub Inland rural Spain. Brochure 
0141 339 4314 ATOL 4004 

QUIET IDYLLIC cottage m stunning 
Sierra nevadn mountains, 
beiwean Granada & oxanOatt) 45 
mins). Sleeps 2. swtmnring poof. 
Cl BO pm. Bookings all yr. 01225 
755036 

MOUNTAIN VILLAGE. Southern 
Spain. BeouBfufty restored term- 
house sleeps B-8. Private pod. 
Largo terraces. Barbeque. Tran- 
quil mountain sotting. 5 minutes 
CompdavNage, 30 minutes const 
Norja. 0127G 374947 (ovonlngS) 

AMDALUdA. Extramaduna CastBe 
La Mancha. DtsUncthra a axeep- 
ttonul country properffu with pri- 
vate pools In oxtanahra grounds In 
wonderful rural locations. I Boa 
Island Holidays 01403 2S97B8 
ABTA ATOL ATTO. 

ANDALUC1A. Spacious, comtort- 
itote. Country House near Gaudn. 
idyllic rural aettlno with stunning 
views. 01225 966472 tor more 
Into. 

VINTAGE SPAIN. Catalan. Gafldan 
A Maflorcan traditional country 
houses with pools In unspoilt 
locations. Clou coast 01964 
281431 ATOL 2787 ATTO ABTA. 

ANDAUJCIA. GAUCJN. Traditional 
■white" mm visage. Lovoty ow 
hse/opts. Sips 2-13. Yr-round 
comtorts. Magical courtvards and 
gardens. Walks. Dowem, bints, 
ruins. Fty Matega. Gto, SevNo. Tal 
(0171) 720974ft 


If you 
wish to 
advertise in 
this section 
please 

telephone the 
Travel Team 
on 

0171293 2222 


OVSICjCL 


The nearest of faraway islands . 

Without question the perfect combination 
of holiday needs with the French Specialists . 

¥ Exhilarating seems V Brilliant sunshine 
W Long, sandy beaches W Azur blue sea 
v Transparent & unspoilt ▼ Hjgh mortmains & forests 
v Lakes & rivets N Local reps 

▼ Direct Orghis (o Calvt Afacdo & Hgari with transfer 
or car hire . 

May & Jane offers: 

Calvi - self-catering studios 

1 week: 2 sharing £289 Z sharing £249 

2 weeks: 2 sharing £389 3 sharing £319 

Ajaccio - *** Hotel- bed & breakfast 

1 week sharing double room with shower £365 
Porto Vecchio - self-catering mini villa with car hire . 

1 week: 5 people £239 4 people . £258 ' 

2 weeks: 5 people £290 4 people £314 . 

for free brochure ask your travel agent or contact: 
Tourisme Verney UK Limited 
178-180 Piccadilly, London WTV 9DB ' 

Teh 017I-49S 6877 Fate 0171-495 6744 
ABTA V6862 Prices quoted are per person ATOL 5284 


a special destination in 


call the real specialists now 
for our superb brochure 
2 weeks from £530 -{£ 

Cape Travel Co. Ltd^J* 
0181-943 4067 : ^§ 
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the end of 
the world 


In Romania this weekend Orthodox Christians are 
celebrating Easter in glorious churches where the 
snow is still melting. By Richard McClure 


G alinas words rang in my cars as 
the train tussled with the fero- 
cious blizzard sweeping down 
from the Russian plains. "Here, 
you’ll freeze without this," she 
had said that morning, handing 
me a sleeping bag. “it's the end of the 
world up there." 

She spoke front experience. Having 
worked for 15 years at the state central 
heating company, she had little faith in 
Romania's ramshackle pipes and boil- 
ers. They could not be trusted to work 
in Bucharest, she said, let alone Mol- 
davia - the portion of Romania facing 
the newly independent republic of 
Moldova across the former Soviet bor- 
der. 

Her concern was echoed by the pas- 
sengers sharing my compartment on the 
six-hour journey north to Suceava, the 
old princely capital of Moldavia. I was 
on my way to visit the quartet of painted 
monasteries that lie among the foothills 
of the eastern Carpathians. 

In late spring and summer, all four 
monasteries- Voronet, Sucevita, Humor 
and Moldovita - can be easily reached 
by hftJng alqng well-marked tracks which 
cross the spruce-covered landscape of 


bears and lynx. At this time of the year, 
travel is a far more treacherous propo- 
sition. The monasteries are remote, the 
trails impassable, the campsites closed 
and the bus timetable designed for max- 
imum inconvenience. 

Whatever the temporary hardships, 
the Orthodox monasteries are too mag- 
nificent to miss. Built in the 15th and 
16th centuries when Moldavia was 
Christendom's last refuge from the 
rampaging Ottoman empire, each is 
adorned with biblical scenes of epic pro- 
portions. Uniquely, the sacred tableaux 
cover not only the inside walls, but every 
inch of the exteriors, their radiant 
colours shielded from the corrosive 
winds by vast wooden eaves. 

By tne time the train limped into 
Suceava, my slight trepidation had been 
eased by Diana, a student returning 
home for half-terra. Aghast at my poorly 
laid plans, she invited me to stay at her 
family house in Radauti. Her father, 
Luca, a local doctor, owned a summer 
cabin in Sucevita and would be happy to 
accompany me - weather permitting. 

Ten miles from the Ukrainian border 
and within striking distance of the 
monasteries, Radauti is a worthwhile 
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base. The next morning, to whet my 
appetite, I explored the town's 14th-cen- 
tury church - the oldest in Moldavia. 
Although the frescoes in the dank inte- 
rior had been obliterated by centuries of 
candlc-smuke. it held other treasures, 
including, in one darkened corner, an 
ornate casket where the bones of a saint 
lay on golden brocade. 

That afternoon we set off for Sucevita 
in Luca's silver Dacia, Romania's func- 
tional equivalent of the Lada or IhibanL 
The snowfall had reduced the road to a 
trough of sludge a few yards across and 
the only traffic was a procession of carts, 
loaded with logs and pulled by a brace 
of horses with scarlet lassies swinging 
from their bridles. From the window,! 
saw gypsies’ houses painted in their 
lucky colours of red and green and vil- 
lagers balancing precariously as they 
shovelled snow from their roots. 

Slowly, the whitewashed cornfields 
yielded to the slopes of hills which in 
summer months are dressed in wild 
mushrooms and mountain flowers. Luca 
dropped me off a short distance from 
the monastery; he had jobs to attend to 
at the cabin further along the valley. 

Sucevita is the largest of the monas- 


teries and, like the others, protected by 
UNESCO. Enclosed within a formida- 
ble outer wall of battlements and tur- 
rets. it is more castle than church. The 
stillness of my approach - broken only 
by the competing cries of wood pigeons 
and crows - ill-prepared me for the 
scenes of infernal torment as I entered 
the courtyard. 

Ahead, stretching 20 feet along the 
north wall, a Ladder of Virtue 
ascended towards heaven. A host of 
angels assisted righteous souls to the 
celestial city, while monstrous demons 
wrenched sinners from the rungs and 
cast them into the fiery pit. Beneath 
the fresco, nuns swathed in black 
passed to and fro like figures brought 
magically to life from the walls. One 
unlocked the monastery doors for me 
to step inside, but its cave-like chill 
took my breath away and I left quickly, 
shivering. 

At his cabin, Luca had lit a fire. Dis- 
pensing whisky and fruit, he talked of 
his patients' ailments and Moldavia’s 
timber industry which is polluting the 
rivers and diminishing the forest with 
indecent haste. Night had fallen by the 
time we made the journey home but the 


rickety traffic had not abated and our 
way back was illuminated by the single 
lanterns tied to each cart. Twice, as the 
car edged past nervous mares, we slid 
off the road and got wedged firmly in 
the snow. 

The other monasteries lack the 
sweeping grandeur of Sucevita but are 
no less breathtaking. Seen in a morning 
sun full of spring promise, Vorooet's 
Last Judgement dazzles the eye with its 
mysterious blue pigment, the exact 
composition of which has yet to be 
determined. From here, it is only a few 
miles along the valley to Humor (a walk 
possible even in winter). The most 
modest of the monasteries, its tranquil 
setting belies the scenes of frenzied 
slaughter on the walls: Turkish heads 
roll under the axe as the infidel fail vic- 
tim to Christian wrath. 

A few days later, a wizened stall- 
holder at Radauti's weekly market 
refused to sell me a dozen wilting flow- 
ers for my hosts. “Twelve is for dead 
people," he admonished. But his sug- 
gestion of 13 blooms gave rise to ray 
own latent superstition and we settled 
on 11. In Moldavia you don't want to go 
upsetting the spirits. 


How to get there 

British Airways (0345 222111} flies 
daily except Sunday tram Gatwick to 
Bucharest; the World Offer fare is 
£266 including tax. More cheaply, 
you can fly from London to Bucharest 
on the Romanian national earner 
Tarom for £211 return through Ace 
Travel (01494 463324). 

As an alternative to the six-hour 
train journey from Bucharest to 
Suceava, there are flights daily 
except Sunday from Bucharest 
A fly-drive holiday with Intra 
(0171-323 3305) costs £347 per 
person for one week, inclusive of a 
flight on Tarom and hire of a Ford 
Fiesta, based on two people sharing 

Who to ask 

The Romanian Tourist Board, 83a 
Marylebone High Street, London 
W1M 3DE (0171-224 3692) has a 
brochure on cultural centres in 
Moldova, and can also supply a 
useful road map of the country. 

What to read 

The Rough Guide to Romania tty Dan 
Richardson and Tim Burford (£9.99). 
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Living splendidly. 

Residential courses from just £26. 


prom 

£26 

per person per night. 


StenaLme 

HOLIDAYS 

0990 747474 


SELF-DRIVE 

touring 

holiday 

Return fern - wilil 
car and accom- 

nKxUdcm at tinnhoiiKs 
or town and country 
home*. Hold upgrade 

also available. 

Bod on 2 adults ihamfl. 

aying ainlgtiB. 
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^ LONDON 

STANSTED 

X UU TO WATERFORD 

. 1 X flights between Sunswd 

TL mdWuerford. 

retunL ♦Exdrria pflwnjtr me- Bw 

British Airways 


An extra night 

FREE 

itt Ireland. 


0990561814 


hotel 

holidays 

guy 4 minimum number 
of nights (from 3 el 
nights - see brochure for 
details) and g« one 
night free m “P 
of oar listed hotels 

oflmrarxaBwdiog 
and tiinr ot yefl. 
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Tel: 0171 293 2222 
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New Homes 


New Homes 



Si DEPOSIT 


At Fairclough Homes, we like to remove 
obstacles to make every move as smooth as 
possible. Thar’s why to us No Deposit means 
No Problem- Even without the 5 % deposit, 
you still have the freedom to enjoy all the 
comforts of a new Fairclough home because, 
subject to status, we’li pay it for you. Those 
with a deposit can use it to take advantage of 
our HomeMaker scheme to further enhance 
the specification of their new borne. 



SELLFAST. 

MOVEQUICK. 


TO 
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Move 


If the luxury; of a top quality 
home appeals to you but you 
have yet to sell your present 
home, Fairclough can take 
away die uncertainty Opt for our 
100% Full Value Bart Exchange Scheme and we 
could consider- buying your existing home 
(subject to the Usual requirements), giving you 
the freedom to move NOW and begin enjoying 
that luxury sooner than you think. 
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: : TV uying a new home is a very personal decision, which is why we offer Fairclough's award 
jD winning HomeMaker scheme. With the freedom to choose from a wide range of options - 
some free - to enhance the already high specifications, you can tailor your new home to suit your 
personal tastes and requirements. - - 
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Bracknell 

Manor Grange 

bv&nol srjfc 4 bedrnon famjy Ibbb » i 

quw. sedodri ham using ■Mil i rife of 

BQCMH fflHfl (HUE 

From £147300 

rsj 

GSMBKJDGCTSfflE 

Caxton 

Heatherbbook 

0ri)f5ta»fj 4 baboon feudal bras mu 
Fran £09,950 

T.iCi?L ; i hours! 

Fordham 

SUMMEKFIELDS 

[S hwr dmU(d4 Mm (mb 

fran£UBJ50_ 

Tti: CIcSi' 77.£r5 (2 k te) 

Histon 
The Grange 

4 praiip dnriapneRd jiBt 20 Inrf 4 ad S 

tededbee 

Fran £193,950 

VsiClISZ^SKiMlsawsi 


Rain ham 

Wqungton Place . 

2 MwapsonB » ■ 4 M (N* « asr 
lataife Shunt Caere 
Fran £50.495 

Tci: Ct7CJ ST3S& (24 houff) 

Church Langley 
Pembroke Puce 

2 bedim apartmun ad 2 aid 1 baton 
Ihsb bi acmuea Kvifep ant 

fan £54^50 

TeS:ai2J9A29rW (14 hours) 

WlCKFORD 

The Hawthorns 

A riecaol of 2. 3 sad 4 batoa hua stuzad 

dm b Ac JU2 oihriq pad asm in Lonka 

frwn£5WSC 

SS£3 sank (14 boun) 

Clacton on Sea 
Spinnaker Court 

( nd 2 baton so iie» zparmae neofed 
a&ng tbc faneude 
Fran £38^50 

Tds9S»<S«S« (24 hours) 


Hois. Hempstead 
The Willows 

£m)nfe«hg moprng *1 2 briapflBm. 
4 had on hoes. 3 ad 4 W feuded hw 
Fran £67.950 

Tei: CK422i6C02{Miww) 

Hertford 
Prwcb Mews 

A duih4»n« a»2iad3hdraonlMB<l«lD 
At AW dafegsty ana ta Into 
Fran £69.450 

Tck 01952 SONfllKteMl 
Bishops Storttord 
SovbsmMews 

AmldtielojwnilbarjAhdteatW 


Hertford 

Kingshubst 

A apeb MfMt 4 k“7 4 W feadad 



Fran £149.950 

TffciS?JsC;3ai«:a::.*3j 

Stevenage 

llANom Chase 

Atnom wr dMifnea nidi 3, 4 and 5 bed 

daubed bans m it a psaU retocai m 

aRtbsanfeiKfcrfSwwp 




Fra* £97.450 

in-ur* 


SEVB«OAK5 

Longford Mill 

happen 3, 4 and 5 bed (mb m the Bucrirn 

ofSwewfa 

(ran TBA 

Tel: iSi 5X1 <M hows} 




Fran 041950 

tel: QU79 653739 {24 how;-) 

Hbctford 

Queekgaxe 

Qujfc 3 and 4 bed deeded bus wtb a b 


from £111956 

Mdl9nSDCUC»:vuK; 


XKT 

Paddock Wood 
Waveriet Place 

FSjh ^nbem 1 ad 2 bednm aparaau ■ 
a wH WlnMWbpadnifchB 
)Mb«, Dmraad Imbn 
bmHUSO 

Id' l!55c 334075 iM 


OVB» 

Harvest Meadow 


bub (ran Cartridge m cam 
from £58.950 

Saw* 


Tadley 

Huthside 

I ad 2 briiww ^vnaiti ad 2 and J 
Mobs tows a a ommii*A Sr^ RMiy 
ewn pot 4 rite bo* Bwpti* ad 15 ski 
fnmladbB 
Fran£45J50 

U. *2*4 20976 p4h*m) 


SALES OFFICES 0PEM I0AH - 5PH 7 DAYS A WEE* 


Fairclough Homes 

Some &om& to qut&fy 


Wandsworth 
Milton Court 
I aid 2 bed bovj apraM nd 3 bed mm 
(Mfl ■ a Ban, seduded uwmbi 
hkesTYA 

TcL m S77 5505 {14 hocn) 

Beoctdn 
The Becketts 

JpdtB 2 tad apnaena A 3 hd kansei a 
rsCnkpivB dot b Dll ssdoi 
Fran£SIJ95 

2“{ Cfa c43c s 'Z4 
Docklands 
Howland Quay 
IWct I aid 2 btdran jpannnn wi a 
breattaka* pwrwc Maw w» if do bnoric 
landra Iom* 

Franc £74,750 

:c-.: 317^ 32 0935 flO V-y-si) 

Rotherhtthe 

Gainsborough Place 

IraftMi ajie 2 bedraon apvmtnB miAib 
wfic bee scow Mid pnieu ari ptaiU or 

fnw 09^95 

:j:hr.yi<iw\ QAbon% 


SUBSET 
Woking 
Park Gate 

2 bed aprem. 3 bed nra aad daubed 
boos and 4 bed tea nr betide anncOR prit 
bad n ibe vtsara «^e flf Mbti^g 
Iran £71^50 -£F6IJ50 
Tei: 0WS 7r72S2 (24 houre) 

Godalking 
Ladymere Place 

I A 2 W apnaso mj dan ta k$k raw 


McbTBA 

Tel: 0:433 797252 (24 hours) 

Woking 
Friar’s Gate 

2 bed booa ii u nraahe paitbad *»j 
d» b aB anaidB ni BtWHfi. 

From £83J50 

Teh SKS 433073 iH ‘k>uts) 

West Ewax 

Pbabbuy Chase 

2 or 3 bednm MOge-sqde tarn 

Pines Em £84300 

Tehd^l 97*J 2676 (24 inn) 

Walton— on— T hames 

2 and 1 bed bones ■ a cemral kodoa, due to 

maafiHSBDoa 

Pries £9JiOO 

TA 01^225571 (24 htsw) 


London Property 


LOFT 'STYLE' APARTMENTS 



i.inrPFMnFNT WEEKEND • SAn jMWi3APgL199S 

Fax: 0171 293 2505 




Country ProP^' 
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XLiirsJ I.jl 

wmwm n 
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Siwum JKua pan 
f si«ara» shower . Secure 

onvlronnant iWarcoraftamaraJ. 
fflhrfnrf ism west ot atunster 
and JSm 9wn m (JZft As 
umtua pmpertr * e pofets base 
BristoUSoum HHasMiSancfc 
or as a woakant retmafSnrl 

home. 


Eossell Baldwin 
B & Bright.. 


kings pyon house 

KINGS PYON 



A yutwaaml JetaAcit c ountty 

residence m tod of BJit»ovcm<w “» 

BkvtetaBOML ntfaog oae 

tohnnitri ncvomoiodiuoo. w« 
anjEbed Matte and coab (mb& 
vnnK Ja^nl Wfic aHHfK ibJ 

jan under X -cnsuT bud 
TOR SALE BY MtBUC AUCTION 
M TI ESOAY APRIL JA IN 

C.HmU> HiWC IXpmnWl- 
RmcD Baldwin & BnyM. _ 
20 Kmf Srtcee. Hereftird HR4 9DB. 
S1432 3MM3 





CONVERTED 

VICTORIAN 

STABLES 

in beautiful 

BRADFORD-ON- AVON 
Close to- the 
Keonct & Avon Canal. 
Full of dmractcr. ^OOjqiL 
saiabl f for office, shop. Bring. 
Secure parking. 

Hourly trains to Paddington. 
£7(1.000 Freehold 
Tel. (01225) 867565 


BROADWAY 

WORCESTERSHIRE 

Area of approx. 350sq. It 
StaneSng back from the 
famous H&i Street. To 
rent as business premises. 
Tel: 01386 853247 
alter 6pm for details 


Sussex 


BUYING A 
NEW HOME? 

1st Property Search 
can help you find 
the best price and 
find your new 
home. 
Simply call: 

0345 626 780 


JYance 


jiaama 

^.T~ 7 ■a ^ ziw'i 


rws| 


HANOIR VALECUL 
18th C. Chateau in historic 
valley. 13,000 sq. ft. 14km 
river front on die Dronne. 
12-5 acres, moat, fountain, 
3000 sq. ft. stone bam. 

2 gatehouses. Running 


permission granted 
tor redevelopment 


for redevelopment 
Investment opportunity 
1.600.000 FRENCH FRANCS 
FAX/TEL 0181 985 1097 


London Property 



LOFT APARTMENT 
HACKNEY, LONDON 



Top flow of old piano factory. 
1,200 $q ft. ReadantiaJ/Studia 
Tiuss beam ceninga, 17 arched 
windows, maple timber floor, 
glazed roof study. G.C.H. Secure 
courtyard mens with parking. 
Near Victoria Pat 

£ 125,000 

Tef/Fax: 0181 985 1097 
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To advertise 
in this 

section please 
call the 

Property Team 
on 0171 293 
2343 / 2302 . 


O.LRO. Cl 05,000 
Tel: (01594) 516014 



A dcncbed'traagDJcw in a quiet 
tiimh nn tet in iamb facing 
gankraof c-I acre with view* 10 
s u rr oun d i ng oounoyAdc. Rcoem 
extended 10 prondc 1 Bedrooms. 
2 Rccqxum. Kitdtto. Utility. 

En-suiie Sbomr Room. 
ConsermioTy A Double Garage 
Tamuon cJLI miles 
Freehold £120.000 
Tet (BI4riO| 73421 


UPTON ON SEVERN 

3/4 finished listed barn 
conversion at Hanley 
Cusiie. I mile from 
Upton on Severn. 
Offers in region of 

£130,000 

Tel: 01684 592054 

for details 


EAST ANGUA 
Idea! 2nd home on 
unspoilt 400 acre island. 
50 miles London 

01621 788 451 
Fax: 01621 788244 


Scotland 


SUTHERLAND 


Detected house dveriooidng 
Dornoch Firth. Entrance HalL 


Domodi Firth. Entrance HalL 
lounge. Dining Room. Fitted 
Dining Kitchen • 3 Bedrooms, 
1 En soite • Bathroom ■ Oil 
fired Central Hetning • 
Secondary D.G. ■ Ground 
Floor D.G. Upper Floor • 
Utility integral Garage ’ 
Mature Garden From A Rear 
■ Shed, G/Hotue. 

£73.000. Td <018621 810217 


ITALY 


Largest Selection of 
properties In Northern 
Italy. Houses, apts. 
villas. Sea. lake or 
country location. Full 
professional service. . 
for FREE brochure 
phone: 

CASA TRAVELLA 
Tel: 01322 660988 
Fax: 01322667206 




FRENCH PROPERTY NEWS 
monthly: for your a froe copy tWo- . 
phono BliBt) M71834. 

FOCUS ON FRANCE Magazine. For 
Ime copy "W: PiBl &42B068 


Overseas Property 



WESSEX HOMES 
(EUROPE) 

Europe's leading 
retirement specialist in 
the Costa Blanca and 
Costa del Sol. 

TEL: 01323 733320 

Member of FOPDAL 


BISHOPS INTERNATIONAL PROP- 
BRY CONSULTANTS. Se* d pm- 
ehwa property wim aonManca m 


thsUrUtadfOngdam. WaarfS pm-' 
ac8wty search on yota- bafdL ffc 
*10 rtegoUata lulty In your baat 
MUreda and win matmg* your. 
• pr o pm& pi ynuf abaanca Ybu vU 
«mra Haw, mbnay and unwMaary - 
■OOrevBBon. Forfurttwr Intemtfr 
don on a <nrtda range uH milMr 
IdaphOne (UK) 01 8SS Z7S1 58 or 


• 1 ' Jl. Vf a . i i,J 


mavttusflydBdywtt ; 

superbly constructed v8»« 

situated Fn the Algarviv- 
Be It on the coast, on ago* 
course or in Ihffcowrtrysw. 
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A full recovery from major surgery 


in Plymouth is an example of how to redevelop an historic building without ruining it. By Mary Wilson 


I t is unusual for a property to have 
had one careful owner for more than 
200 years, but the old Royal Navy 
Hospital buildings, at Stonehouse, 
two minutes west of the centre of 
Plymouth, can certainly boast that. 
And that owner, the Ministry of Defence, 
has left them in superb condition. 

The hospital was constructed in the 
1750s, the first to be built with separate 
ward blocks to avoid contagion. It is set 
in 24 1; 2 acres, surrounded by an 18ft high 
stone wajl. In the late 18th centuiy, fur- 
ther residential accommodation was 
built, substantial five-storey limestone 
buildings and cottages, and these are 
now for sale as family homes. The cen- 
tral part of the site, meanwhile, will be 
commercial - the Chamber of Com- 
merce and Business Link are future ten- 
ants. The eastern end has been taken by 
St Dunstone Abbey Girls School. Work 
there is frantically being completed 
before the new term starts next week. 

The site has an unusually low ratio of 
bricks and mortar to open space, and the 
new owner values this highly. Charles 
Howeson, a naval officer for 27 years, left 
the service six years ago. He was look- 
ing for property in the South-west of 
England for Peaceston. a Scottish Invest- 
ment Group, which prides itself on its 
environmental and conservation concern. 

“I was part of a local initiative to 
attract investment to this part of the 
world,'’ he explains. “When the hospi- 
tal was vacated, I recommended that 
this would be an opportunity for the 
company to be involved in some respon- 
sible regeneration. 

“Peaeestone was interested in Jong- 
term investment, so devolved the resi- 
dential side to my company. Crown Hill 
Estates. We exchanged contracts last 
February and I then had five months in 
which to make my business plan stack up 
before we completed." 

Howeson and his wife, Emma, initially 
raised the money from the local Barclays 
Bank, with the intention of selling four 
houses and one commercial property by 
August This they did, and all at the ask- 
ing prices. *T knew Solar Wetsuits was 
looking for new premises, so I 
approached, them; a senior local gov- 
ernment officer from Plymouth City 
Council obviously knew about it and had 
been banging on my door as soon as he 
heard.of my. involvement; and the-man-- 
aging director of die merchant bank con- 
tacted me, too. Another house went to 
an ex-marine and his sister.” 


Tel: 0171 293 2222 
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The Royal Naval Hospital 

Although Howeson says he paid over 
the market price for the residential ele- 
ment of the site, he has already made a 
sizeable profit. But he is also very con- 
cerned about the environment. “My 
role is to protect the place,” he says. 

“We have put in new services and 
Eurobei! has installed the newest fibre- 
optics for telephones and so on. The 
company is moving into the gate house 
next month. 

“We are also putting in a new road 
and have restored the jetty which now 
juts over a grass ‘sea’. One of our first 
jobs was to deinstitutionalise the place. 
There was .a fqrest.ofsignsto remove, 
including all the. ones which said ‘Don't 
Walk On The Grass’” 

The site is now called Millfields, the 


original name of the place in the Domes- 
day Book. It feels remarkably peaceful, 
a quality dependent in no small part on 
the excellent security which is proving a 
definite selling point. There is one 
entrance only, with guards on duty 24 
hours a day. Burglar alarms and fire 
alarms are also directly connected to 
them. 

Each property is sold on a 999-year 
lease with protective covenants such as 
no boats and caravans. “The first prop- 
erties were completed at the same time, 
so the buyers all had a hand in mould- 
ing their lease," says Howeson. 

A collection of outbuildings has been 
bought by John Chaddler, a property 
developer from Sussex, who was born in 
Plymouth. He is converting these into 10 


one-, two- and three-bedroom flats. 
Three of them have already sold. 
“Where else in Plymouth, could you buy 
a flat with this sort of security?” he says. 
“If these were in Sussex or London, they 
would be double the price.” 

Tony Allen, an ex-marine, has jointly 
bought the Commander's House with his 
sister. “I knew the way the MOD looked 
after its premises and so 1 was not sur- 
prised when we discovered 10 original 
fireplaces hidden away - and an old 
range in the basement, also boarded up." 
he says. “In the laundry room, we found 
the original flagstones and huge old brick 
fireplace." 

Howeson is adamant that only the 
right people will live here. “It is like a 
ship ” he says, “the first people who 
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Photograph: Apex 

move in are the ones who create the 
ambience of the place. I refused some- 
one who offered a lot more than the ask- 
ing price because I did not think he 
would be happy in the long term.” 
Which is a polite way of saying that he 
was just not suitable. Howeson is there- 
fore delighted that an ex-naval nurse 
who worked here and whose father was 
a doctor at the hospital, has just bought 
one of the houses. 

Prices of homes at Millfields range 
horn £38,000 for a one-bedroom flat 
to £75,000 for a two-bedroom 
cottage and £265,000 for-the 
Admiral’s House. For more details 
call May & Trout, 01752 225601 or 
Constables, 01752 668242. 


Househunter 

Chipping Campden, Gloucs 


T he most unlikely house in 
Mayfair, central London, 
is for sale. This Gothic-style 
castle -which has been 
rented in the past by many a 
showbiz star, including Cher 
- was built in 1930 by 
Frederick Etcbelis. It is 
approached down a long 
passage between two other 
buildings, also devised by 
Etchells, and totally hidden 
from view. Once inside the 
arched front door, you are 
transported back in time. 
The rooms are oak-panelled 
with intricate friezes and 
ceiling mouldings. There 
are Tudor-style fireplaces, 
stained-glass windows and 
charming carved heads on 
the oak banisters. The 
curtains and four-poster 
beds are also for sale. The 
only concession to the 20th 
century are the bathrooms. 
The four-bedroom house, 
which is Grade 11-listed and 
has a terrace on its 
castellated roof, is being 
sold by Wethcrell (0171 493 
6935) for £795,000 for a 22- 
year lease. 

For what it’s worth 

The latest figures from the 
National House Building 
Council (NHBC) show that 
in the first quarter of 1996 
housing starts are down 9 
per cent from 42,277 to 
38,455 and completions are 
down 5 per cent (40,161 
down from 42361). But the 
council is not despondent. 
“We are still cautiously 
optimistic that the market 
will improve,” says a 
spokesman. “The figures are 
slightly disappointing, but 
the rate of decline is 
slowing; In the last quarter 
of 1995, housing starts were 
down 20 per cent and 
completions down 8 per 
cent” The latest reduction 
in mortgage interest rates 
and slight house price rises 
indicates that the market is 
poised to take off again, 
albeit in a very gentle 
fashion. 


Fax: 0171 293 2505 
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Daily Teuemto 
Fur free details bi ahsolmc 
confidence: Depi N, Dud roe. 
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Place your 
advertisement in 




W independent Hearts 

t $3? The Independent Way to Meet New People 

r> j Bv placing an advertisement in The Independent Hearts section of The Independent and the 

K*T Independent on Sunday you will immediately be in contact with over 1 .66 million readers. 

The cost for your advertisement, published in the first available editio^ of the &tiir^y 
-Weekend" and Sunday “Real Life" sections is just £5.00 per fine mdudmg VAX 
; ./..»«& (Box No is an additional £10.00. please cross here if you do not require a Box No LI). 

'“ft Simply write vour advttiiserrent in the spaces below and fill in the coupon - Mmmum 2 lines. 

/ lei {KB. A character is a letter, a number, a punctuation mark and a space between words) 









Name:.....- — 

Address: i 


.Postcode:. 


Telephone (daytime): 

Signature: 


□ Access □ Visa OAmex □ ranflaxpaydaa: 

ca^nc: r-rrrrm I 1 □ I i -I I. I 

Send all advertisements to:- 

Independem Hearts; The Independent- 19th Floor. 1 Canada Square, Canary Whari; Ipadon E14 5DL 
Telephone; 0171 S3 1W Fa* 0171 293 2505 . . 

This offer u on , r open to prMe oJrer,,^ Tro* ore ***** “ * 


The Intelligent Person's Introduction Agency 
The Local service operating Nationwide 
tor the Intelligent, articulate arid well educated 
Join the Largest agency wflti personal interviews and BS 5750 
24 hour Freefone 0600 072 0075 brochure line 

Ask tor Free CD or Tape with further info 
London North West Scotland North East 
01712564129 OUBSSKSM 01912269606 01919832224 

South WMt Vtost Midlands Yorkshire East MMtands 
0517 942 9500 01217040200 01B04B11B21 0115 024 1113 

FREEPOST 305 London EC1B 1SY Office hn BJtan to Iflpni 7 daysAvk 


“1ST ENCOUNTERS” 

Lookincj to widen your social 
horizons or meet your ideal partner? 

How have your first encounters 
been to date? 

Call 017 3 394 5755 and make this a 
lastinq encounter! 



7HE VMUAL BEAUTY OMT-UNE 
mate imv tomb S have fan now. 


NOTICE TO 
READERS 

The Independent cannot 
guarantee that 
respondents will receive 
a reply when answering 
advertisements on this 
'page, although we hope 
that as a matter of 
courtesy they' wilL 
When making contact 
with people for the first 
time it is advsafale to 
meet in a public place 
: and let a member of 
. your family or trusted 
friend know where you 
. wiD be. 

We would advise readers 
and advertisers to 
exercise caution when 
giving out personal 
detaili This will be 
respected by genuine 


Newspaper Publishing pic ^ 
requests that 

Commercial Organisations 
do not send materiel 
to our 

Private Advertisers 

To advertise 
in this 
section 
please call 

0171 293 
2713 . 


SomSdett 


London - 

0171-499-9626 

fVhtdsor 

01753-030350 


• “A file of gr&tefld 
letters and a wall &tH of 
Wedifiag Photographs’* 
IKBEKMHST OH SOSIT - 
MflfteEdBalfanv 
ftantfCVMntWint. 
id. 198 • BtofacrMUA 


CONGRATULATIONS!! 

We are delighted to hear from all the 
couples who have met and married 

through Independent Hearts. 

Wishing you and all our 
other advertisers every _ 
success and happiness for HI® 
the future. \/r®^ 

dependent hearts |n 
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INSTANT CONNECTIONS 

i to 45 WOMEN 

ON LINE 

0891708057 




THE DINNER CLUB (EM. *88). The 
notions only cowdryvHtie (fining 
dub lor unattached profes- 
sional business people aged 28+ . 
Tel: {01244) 350537. Business 
opportunities also aueflebie 
(01244) 548816. 

UK'S BEST singles magazine. Free 
details + Bargain Offer. PERSON 
TO PERSON (Dept ND). P.O. Box 
4. Godng-On-Thanies. RGB SON. 

SUSSEX Dbdng CUb and nodal *fe 
bi the heal of Sussex. 01342 
811 450. 

Comwdons la ihe Mendsbip dub 
that putt single Christians in 
touch sith each olher. Don't delay 
ring 0181 BOB 4487. 

LEFTWIMQ SINGLES Share 1998 
with a leftwing partner. All ages 
nationwide. Sodaflet Renrues (Rat 
I). Sis Great Horton Rd, BtadfonL 
toris, 807 4EG. (01274) 521 656. 

A LON El I KNOW THE FEELING! 
One phonecaH cauU change your 
tite end weekends. We have over 

500 ladfegfeenttofflen, same pral* 
lam. The No, 1 1ntroduction agency 
bi the Midlands. Cat now 01S52 
8S0B15 or FREEPHONE 0500 
000344. 8ha iraraduebonB. 

LONELY lleef your Ideal partner. 
Confidential swvtca. Successful 
agency. Low fees. 01S1 503 3992- 

MAN 58 SEEKS woman 30’s tar 
Hopeless relationship resulting 
from aga gap. interests (taHc wafts 
music wins London) and non- 
Marests (gardens astrology TV 
sun-tofldfiy*). Bex No 1:1166. 

BERKSHIRE HAN 48 and single. 
Ikes 6ffs music, cuntea and pubs 
seeks lady with shnflar Interests. 
Phone 01 633 38707. 

AsssrrrvE caring man mid stb 

interested in fiwatre music food 
walking seeks tactife lady tor last- 
ing friendship. Central London 
based. Box No tit 198. 


AFFECTIONATE, FUNNY, opti- , 
m latte, loyal. Attractive proles- ! 
si oral woman. London based, 
seeks honest, warm, prafee- 
Blonalrecademic man, SOksh- To 
share love of music, mountains, 
Matfeae and other tragic. Write 
Boon. Life Is so much friendlier 
with two! Box No LI 199. 

ATTACHED PROF HAN sculptor ' 
ftdamatlonaf trader SCa Bfimwftft 
wtl and affluence seeks ehnHar 
Interesting woman for tong term 
Has on. London SE or Inlema- 
bonai. Box Not 1201. 

DARK, WITTY, TENDER, loving, 
homy toed WUM a warm, sensu- 
ous. cuddly, curvy princess wflh 
the risw to a passionate, emodon- 
afly mature tranato relation to 
greater hetfae. Box Not: 1202. 

N OTT14-S HEFFI ELD man of wtt, 
erudition and ease. WLTM simitar 
lady SOjotsh. ALA B possible. 8 m 
No I; 1303. 

LONELY OF TEMPLJERATR1CK, pro- 
fasstonal young aviator, seeks 
attractive lady lo snare In any 
unusual outdoor pursuits. Box No 
1:1205. 

INTERESTING ATTACHED HALE 
50 graduate seeks kindred tomato 
with 3SH and zest tor benign tfla- 
creet dafilanca ala E/ang. Box No 
1:1193. 

OXON PROF WOMAN 40s likes 
theatre, film, music, good lood 
wtae/tanvereation appreciates wtt 
& fondness seeks humorous Intfii- 
ligsnl M lor QuaUty company. Bw 

Mo turn. 

TOflETTen, ATTRACTIVE, totareet- 
Ing, woman, 49, without excess 
baggage seeks stator man to 
sometimes share, Lancashire 
rand Idyl B« No 1:1192, 

WOMAN, 58. seeks academic, fcaef- 
leduaL emotionally mature man. 
Etmllar age: for loving, sexual rote- 
Uonthip. Box Not 1206. 

GOOD LOOKING •' slim gent, 
romantic, many interests. WLTM 
ta&Se, vibrant lady of DD+ pre- 
pontons, not tat, good Sanaa of 
humour lor adoration taio the 
Mininfflum Photo pteasa. Bov No 
1:1177. 


THE PROFESSIONAL PE1S0W5 1NTEQPUCTIQII A6IWCT 

ei^suiicevododc tfLbASr 

IWt Mkn Zfipai cm kdp. fell| 

lit aehfiihidcum:tTCCTCiPOf»tft w nrixiraiul . ..'"nfvri _ 

tft knt kraad d ym oi 

LONDON SCOTLAND NORTHWEST NORTH EAST 

0171 625 6479 OI3I 55*5555 01525 583800 0191 251 2224 

YORKSHIRE MIDLANDS SOUTHWEST SOUTHEAST 

01132458787 0990143078 01225353514 01622691200 


Charities 


SpeakEasy 



WE'RE TALKING 

DATING! I 

0839 700 044 


DO YOU BELIEVE IN 
LIFE AFTER DEATH? 

We do. Kidney research saves lives. 
So do legacies. Phone 01480 454828 

NATIONAL 

HK337 

RESEARCH FUND 

3 Archers Court, Stukeley Road, Huntingdon, Cambridgeshire 
PE18 6XG Registered Charity No. 252892 


YOUR WILL... 

can help so many 
eiderfy people who have 
given so much 
„and are new in need of help 
themselves - with nursing 
home fco ur convalescence 
and in many other ways. 
Please ad. the NB1 to show 
you bow you can set up a 
legacy, a covenanted 
subscription, or please send 
a donation 10 : 

The Secretary 
The National Bcocroleal 

61 Bayswater Road 
London >\ 2 JPG 
t Td; 0171-723 WOl > 


Your donation, large or small, is 
urgently needed and please remember 
us in your will. 


The British Kidney Patient Association 

Bordon, Hants GU35 9JZ [■] 

01420472021/2 

Reg Charity No 270288 WRPk 

PliotoPaptnePs 

The Visual IrflrocfucBon Agency 

. 24hr FreeCall 0500 S24355 

FREEPOST 5B801 Vslwya Gordon City BsKa ALT 33E 
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+90% and 1st out 
of all 1131 unit 

trusts over 1 year * 
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+239% 
over 
5 years' 


‘What Investment’ 
Unit Trust Fund 
Manager 1995 
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‘Money Observer ’ 
Best International 
Growth Trust 1995 


Micropal 
sector award for 
1995 International 
Equity Growth 
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For further information on this unit 
trust contact your independent 
financial adviser. Alternatively call 
us on 0345 775511 or complete 
the coupon below. 



framlin gton 


Please send me details of the top performing 
Framlington Health Fund. Return the 
coupon to: Framlington Unit Management 
Limited, Freepost, 155 Bishopsgate, 
London EC2B 2TT. 


Title 


Name 


Surname 


Address 


Postcode 


1 1 3/04/96 

*A1I performance offer to bid, net income reinvested to 
1/4/96, International Equity Growth Sector source 
Micropal. Health Fund +239% and ranked 4th out of 890 
unit rrusts over 5 years. Advertisement issued by 
Framlington Unit Management Limited, regulated by the 
Personal Investment Authority and IMRO. Member of 
AUTTF. Past performance is not necessarily a guide to 
future performance. The price of units and the income 
from them can tall as well as rise and investors may not 
receive back the full amount invested which may in part 
be due to exchange rate fluctuations. 
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The traditional view 
isMtliemaM 
worries overa 
Labour alnanistratkih . 
until it has won, ifiwi 
realises this means 
greater public 
expenditure. 
This time is different 



tat a fine old ship the UK 
[economy is. She may be old 
but she’s made from solid 
British oak. Unfortunately 
she does appear to be some- 
what leafy and in spite of a drastic 
overhaul since 1979 her equipment 
doesn't seem to be quite as modem 
as her neighbours. 

Discipline among the crew has 
been dramatically improved even if 
the differences between officers and 
crew are more sharply defined. There 
now, however, appears to be some 
difficulty ahead, as the crew in this 
democratically run ship is shortly to 
re-elect its captain and officers. 

Until this is over she is likely to be 
less certain in her course and there 
may even be an amount of sail flap- 
ping. However, once the good 
governance of the vessel has been 
decided she will again be able to 
make her way and be possibly set on 
a new course. 

The question, however, is whether 
she is in the right shape to compete 
with some of the more elegant look- 
ing continental galleons around her, 
and, come to that, if she wishes to sail 
with this squadron of other ships or 
make her own way? 

As investors in this enterprise we 
need to be assured that the master is 
clear about what he is intending to 
achieve, and that our monies are safe 
with him and bis crew. 

Already we can see our markets 
being affected by the impending elec- 
tion. Whether it is based on logic or 
emotion, share prices will inevitably 
be influenced. Some, such as the 
water, electricity and power stocks 
will be really cjuite sensitive, but 
other privatisations have little need 
to be concerned. 

I include companies like BAA and 



JUSTIN URQUHART-STEWART 

INVESTMENTS 


British Airways here. These compa- 
nies have been in the private domain 
for such a period now and have 
created their own profile and culture, 
that most people can hardly 
remember them as being publicly 
owned at all. 

The traditional view of an election, 
where a change of party is possible, 
is that the market worries over a 
Labour administration until it has 
won, and then realises that this means 
greater public expenditure, after 
which it forgets its concerns and 
recovers. This time the situation is 
different. Both “captains-elect" will 
have the same problem - money - or 
rather the shortage of it The ability 
of either administration to increase 
public expenditure is severely 
restricted because the public sector 
borrowing requirement is still stand- 
ing at just over 4 per cent of gross 
domestic product, and, if we are to 
conform to the Treaty of Maastricht 
then this has to reduce to 3 per cent. 

So, whoever wins they may set a 
new course, but its likely to be very 
similar to the old one. 

For the markets though, the main 
concern is uncertainty. We can 


already see this reflected in the UK 
market when in the first quarter the 
FT-SE 100 under-performed after 
last vears exhaustive rise. And we 
only have to look at the US market 
to see that their rise has continued - 
so far. 

They too have an election. Clinton 
mavbe ahead in the polls but the only 
dead certainty is that certainty is 
dead. I feel it is very likely that with 
the increasing froth of their cam- 
paigning, their markets will also react 
to the uncertainty, and that at some 
stage in the summer a seemmgfy 
insignificant economic action or indi- 
cator will trigger a retrenchment of 
the Dow. 

The uncertainty of the past week 
has, I believe, already undermined 
the market confidence and there will 
be further tremors to come. 
Inevitably when this occurs there 
will be a backwash which our market 
will have to ride, but we shouldn’t be 
so badly effected as we have not risen 
so high. 

So our summer is unlikely to see 
our ship lying placidly in a becalmed 
ocean. The political - both domesti- 
cally, in Europe and further afield — 
will keep us all awake. I can’t see the 
FT-SE 100 Index moving firmly with 
its own will in any direction, and it is 
far more likely to be tossed around 
by the vicissitudes of other external 
events. 

In the short term we have the RaO- 
track privatisation to deal with and 
every chance of another one later in 
the summ er in the form of British 
Energy. 

The market is also full of rumours 
of corporate sharks behaving in a 
predatory manner looking for take- 
overs. When the monopolies and 
mergers commission rejxjrt on the 


proposed takeovers by PowerGen 
and Nation^ Power of any remain- 
ing Regional Electricity companies 
appears, this is likely to have a knock- 
oneffect and spark a new round of 

SP ^SSation over BTs negotia- 
tions (with Cable & Wireless) and the 
future of British Gas should help 
their shareholders see more value m 
their languishing share prices. Oth- 
ers like water stocks may also come 
back into the frame. 

But why is all this speculation 
occurring now? The answer seems to 
lie in a feeling that if you don’t do it 
now, it wlU be more difficult later. I 
am not completely convinced. I think 
it more likely that companies which 
have been building up reserves are 
looking for significant growth oppor- 
tunities and acquisitions are an effec- 
tive, if not necessarily easy way of 
going about it. . 

Interest rates are low and are 
likely to remain so for the time being 
- although the next move could be up 
if the retail recovery shows any sign 
of quickening. So what should we do 
with our money in this naval enter- 
prise? In my view, if you are already 
invested then obey sound investment 
rules - if you are showing a good 
profit, then bank it; if you are show- 
ing a loss then cut it, unless you J 
believe there is a special factor. * 

In the meantime, our market will 
probably sway to and fro until the 
question of captaincy and officers has 
been decided. So if you are in an 
investment skiff be prepared for the 
summer back wash from the US and 
do watch out for the sharks. 

Justin Urquhart Stewart is business 
planning director, Barclays stock- 
brokers limited 


The portfolio to beat all Peps 


F irst prize for prod- 
uct innovation this 
year so far must 
go to Scottish 
Amicable's Per- 
sonal Equity Port- 
folio, which will be on 
offer from May 1 to June 
10. It combines the tax- 
free attractions of a per- 
sonal equity plan bigger 
than all the existing Peps 
available to date with the 
ability of a split-level 
investment trust to chan- 
nel all the income to the 
tax-free part of the trust 
and any capital gains to 
another. 

In effect an investor 
can put up to £50,000 into 
the plan, of which £6.000 
will go into ordinary 
shares in a new split-level 
investment trust. Amica- 
ble Strategy Trust, which 
will be placed in a PEP, 
and £44,000 into warrants 
which will be converted 
into capital shares held 
outside the PEP. 

The management will 
deduct an initial charge of 
4.9 per cent, of which 3 
per cent will go in com- 
missions to the indepen- 
dent financial advisers 
through which the plan 
will be marketed. 

The balance will be 
invested in equities cho- 
sen from the FT-SE top 
350 shares, which cur- 
rently yield an average of 
about *3.8 per cent net. a 
fraction less than the top 
100 shares. 

The whole of the 
income will be credited to 
the ordinary shares, how- 
ever. and can be paid out 
half-yearly or rolled up 
tax-free within the PEP 
elemenr of the fund to 
generate a return in excess 
of 6 per cent to higher- 
rate taxpayers. There will 
be an annual manage- 
ment charge of 1 percent 
The capital shares will 
earn no income and will 
fail in value if the 350- 
share index falls during 
the planned seven-year 
life of the trust. 

Unlike Scot Am’s guar- 
anteed PEP there will be 
no guarantee. But as Scot 
Am’s general manager of 
product development. 
Gavin Stewart, who cre- 
ated the fund, points out. 
there has not been a time 
since 1975 when the Lon- 
don stock market has 
fallen over a seven-year 
period. 

In the meantime the 
fund will be managed to 
try and outperform the 
350 share index. At the 
end of seven years the 
trust will be wound up 
unless 75 per cent of the 
shares are voted to con- 
tinue. The capital shares 
will have first entitlement 
to the capital, and will 
receive £50,000 or £44,000 
plus the rate of inflation, 
whichever is the higher. 

If the rate of inflation 
averages I.S5 per cent or 

...a*. 


less tile £50,000 will be 
payable and there will be 
some capital gains tax 
liability. 

But in the likely event 
that inflation is higher the 
second option will be trig- 
gered and the gain will, 
under current regulations, 
be tax-free. 

Once the capital shares 
have been paid any 
remaining capital w ill be 
paid out to the ordinary 
shares and as they are 
inside the PEP that gain, 
like the income, will be 
tax-free. 

Scot Am. sponsor of 
the Barbarians rugby dub, 
has set a ceiling of £lbn 
on the size of the trust but 
will be satisfied if it 
attracts at least a quarter 
of that. The maximum 
investment is £50,000 per 
person and £100,000 for a 
married couple, but the 
minimum investment has 
been scaled down at the 
request of IFAs to 
£10.000, of which £1,200 
represents ordinary shares 
and £S.S0Q the capital 
shares. 

To quality for the trust 
investors must not yet 
have used any part of their 
1996/7 PEP allowance. 
The trust is being mar- 
keted through IFAs and 
applications must be 
lodged with the Royal 
Bank of Scotland bv June 
10 . 

The new product has 
taken Scot Am six months 
to devise. The proposal 
has been run past the 
Inland Revenue, which 
has raised no objection to 
the concept although like 
the guaranteed corporate 
bond PEP invested in its 
own shares marketed last 
year by Legal & General 
the Scot Am product does 
appear to strain the Trea- 
sure's definition of what is 
an eligible Pepable 
investment. 

Independent financial 
advisers are divided over 
whether there will be a 
ready market for the 
product. The income yield 
will still be significantly 
lower than what is avail- 
able on most corporate 
bond Peps and high- 
income Peps which 
medium-sized investors 
can buy each year, while 
large investors who will be 
constrained by the annual 
limit of £9,000 on new 
Peps of all kinds already 
have a wide range of alter- 
native investments open 
to them at home and 
abroad. 

If, however, the Scot 
Am product succeeds in 
tapping a rich vein of 
investor interest competi- 
tors seem likely to follow 
suit and to try and run the 
gauntlet of approval from 
the Inland Revenue to get 
similar products on the 
market before the end of 
the financial year which 
has just begun. 


Amicable's Personal 
Equity Portfolio wins 
the best innovation of 
the year award in 
Clifford German's books 



Front-tee: Scottish Amicable stands oat from the rack 


YOUR 
PENSION: 
IN YOUR 
OWN TIME 
IN YOUR 
OWN WAY 


A Merchant Investors pension, is an 
easy, convenient and flexible pension. 
The charges are low. 

Invest what you want, when 
you want. 

Pay no commission when 
you buy direct. 

No sales person 
will bother you. 
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Merchant Investors 

Assurance 


roup. 



CALL NOW ON 

0800 374857 

FOR A BROCHURE 


Matt this coupon to Merchant Investors Assu'r^J 
Company limited, Freepost BS 6013, Bristol BSI 2U2 
MB / MRS / HISS / MS (please aide as appropriate) 
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money 


Best borrowing rates 


Best savings rates 


% Rats and 

period 


Mn Fee Incentive 
adv% 


penalty 




rani rales 

Scarborough BS. 0800590547 
Coventry OS 0800126125 . 

Northern feck BS 0800591500 
ft liable rates • 

Hmctoyi Rugby 080Q 774499 

PrindpantyBS .. 01222344188 
Halifax BS 0800101110 
First time buyers fired rates 
Bristol & West BS 0800100117 
Mortgage Trust 0800 550551 
Furness BS 01229 824560 
First tine buyers variable rates 
Scarborough BS 0800 590547 
Principality BS 01222 344188 
Halifax BS 0800101110 


055 fori year 
3.95 tol/fy98 
724 to 175/01 


70 0.75% - 

85 £250 — 

95 £295 - 


1st 5 yrs: 724% sum repaid 
To 1/5/01; 6 mths interest 
1st 6 JTS: 5% of sum repaid 


0.1 llor 9 mths 70 — 


1.00 tom 

4.45 to 30/6/99 

0.95 to 30/4/97 
195 to 31/3/99 

7.45 to 2/4/01 

0.95 tor 1 year 
3.60 to 1/6/98 
5.69 to 3Q/6/01 


90 

90 


Frea val. 3yrs 1st 5yrs: flis reclaimed/ 
unemppyniBiit ins 3 mths interest 

— 1b 31/5/01: drs reclamed 

Free valuation To 30/6/03:2-6% of advance 


90 £275 lo 3Q/4/D1: St/6 mths interest 

95 £295 £350 cash rebate 1st 5 yrs: 6 mths interest 

95 £250 Refund valuation fees 1st 5 yrs : 5% of sum repaid 


95 £150 

90 - 

95 95 


£500 & free vain 


1st 5 yrs.- 6 29% of advance 
1b 31/5/01: discount radmd 
To 30/6/03: l/2/3/4/2% of adv 


telephone APR 

Unsecured 

Yorkshire Bank 0113 231 5324 14.60 

Direct line 0141248 9966 14.90E 

v^.; Midland Bank 0800 180180 14.90 

Secured (seared charge) 

Clydesdale Bank 0800 240024 7.40 

Royal B of Scotland Via branch 9.00 
Baidays Bank 0800 000929 9.0/10.0 


• Fixed monthly payments (£3,000 over 3 years) 


With insurance 
£117.68 
£114.41 
£115.82 

Max LTV Advance 
Neg £3K - E15K 
70% £2.5K-£100K 
80% E10K-75K 


Account 

Woolwich BS 0800 400900 CniTent 

Alliance & Leicester 0500 959595 Alliance 

Abbey National 050020D500 Current 


Authorised 
% pm APR 

0.76 9.5 
0.76 9.5 
0.79 9.9 


Unauthorised 

%pm 

2.18 

220 

2.18 


Without msararee 
£102.09 
£102.59 ‘ 
£102.49 
Term 

6 mths to 25 years 
3 years - rehremenl 
5 to 25 years 


APR 

29.5 

•29.8 

29.5 


Standard 

Robert Flefmng/S&P 
Robert FI eming/S&P 
RBSAdvanta 
Geld cards 
Co-operative Bank 
Royal B of Scotland 
NatWest Bank 


Telephone 

income 

0800 829024 
0800829024 
0800 077770 

0345 212212 
01702 362890 
0800 200400 


Telephone 

John Lewis instore 
Marks and Spencer 01244 681681 
Sears - in store 
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Card 

Min 

Rate 

APR 

Annual Ini free 

pm % 

% 

fee 


period 

MasterCanl/Visa 

— 

0.92 

11.50 

— Odays 

MastefCard/Visa 

— 

1.00 

14.00 

£12 56 days 

Visa 

— 

122 

15.60 

— 56 days 

Visa 

£20,000 

0.50 

10.50 

£120 46 days 

Visa 

£20,000 

1.D5N 

14.50N 

£35 46 days 

Visa 

£20,000 

1.14 

-.fy-. * ■»; ~r 

15.90 

£35 56 days 

Payment by direct debit 

■k'IL: .L'*.d 

Payment by other methods 

% pm 

APR 


%pm 

APR 

— 

— 


139 

18.00 

1.87 

24.80 


1.97 

2620 

IM 

25.90 


220 

29.80 


Potman BS 
SkiptonBS 
Skipton BS 
SkiptonBS 


Telephone 

number 


01202292444 
01756700511 
01756 700511 
01756 700511 


Account 

or term 


bistort Access 
High Street 
High Street 
High Street 


Instant 

Instant 

Instart 

Instant 


Deposit 


£100 

£2.500 

£15.000 

£30,000 


Rate 


420 

5.10 

525 

6.00 


Interest 

interval 


Year 


Ybrfcshire BS 

mmsm 

0800 378836 

First Class Access 




northern Roc* BS 

0500 505000 

Great Northi Postal 

Postal 

£5,000 

625A 

Leeds & Holbeck BS 

01132438292 

Alban 

Postal 

£10,000 

5.60 

Northern Itock BS 

0500 505000 

Great Noth Postal 

Postal 

£50,000 

6.75A 






Nonridi & Merboro" 

01733391497 

Postal 10 

10 day P 

£10,000 

6.10 

Covertly BS 

0345665522 

Postal 50 

50 day P 

£2J300 

5.45 

Scarborough BS 

0800 590578 

Scartmraugti 75 

75 day 

£1,000 

630 

Chelsea BS 

0800 272505 

120 Account 

120 day 

£25,000 

6.75 


Year 


tear 


tear 

tear 

tear 






Cb -operative Bank 0345 252000 

Leopold Joseph & Sons 0171 588 2323 
Coventry BS 0345 665522 

Scarborough BS 0800 590578 

Pathfinder 

40 Day Notice 
festal 50 
Scarborough 75 

Instant 

40 day 

50 day P 
75 day 

£5X00 

£10,000 

£25,000 

£1.000 

5.00 

6.12 

6.15 

6.10 

Month 

Month 

Month 

Month 

lJIWKJV*U<J(Kn 

Leeds & Holbeck BS 

KSL •-i.-.l 

0113 243 8292 

Albion 97 

30/4/97 

£25flDQ 

6.30F 

Maturity 

Chelsea BS 

0800 272505 

Fixed Rate Bond 

1/6/98 

£10,000 

6.75F 

tear 

Stroud & Swindon BS 

0345 252423 

Feed fete Bond 

2/4/99 

£2,000 

7.05F 

Year 

Leeds & Holbeck BS 

0113 243 8292 

Albion 99 

1/3/99 

£5,000 

7.25F 

Year 


"""" ”7 >' . 
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Chelsea BS 

0800 717515 

Classic festal 

Instant 

£2,500 

4.00 

tear 

Klemwoit Benson 

01202 502404 

HICA 

Instant 

£2^00 

5^5 

Month 

ChrtseaBS 

0800 717515 

Classic Postal 

Instant 

£10.000 

4.75 

tear 

ChrtseaBS 

0800717515 

Classic Postal 

Instant 

£25,000 

5.00 

Year 

&ammo mmmtsm 

*v 
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Premium Lite 

0800 414111 


lyear 

E10DO0 

4.90FN 

tear 

Financial Assurance 

01813803388 


2 year 

£5,000 

5.70FN 

tear 

Financial Assurance 

01813803388 


3 year 

£5,000 

5.90FN 

Year 

Financial Assurance 

0181 380 3388 


4 year 

£5,000 

620fN 

tear 


Pinnacle Insurance 0181 207 9007 


5year 


£3,000 


6.75FN tear 


.. ■ 

Northern Rock, Cuem 01481 714600 

Offshore Instant 

-'i 

Instant 

£10,000 

6.45 

Year 

Northern Rock. Guem 01481 714600 

Offshore Instant 

Instart 

£25,000 

6.70 

tear 

Northern Rock Guem 01481714600 

Offshore Instant 

instant 

£50,000 

6.90 

Year 

B'ham RIBdshires.Guem 01481 700680 

Fixed Account 

31.1.99 

£5,000 

7J25F 

Year 
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Investment Account 


1 month 

£20 

5.00 

Year 




£500 

5.50 

Year 




£25,000 

5.75 

Year 

Income Bond 


3 month 

£2,000 

6.25 

Month 




£25,000 

6.50 

Month 

Capital Bond 

Series J 

5 year 

£100 

6.65 F 

Maturity 

First Option Bond 


12 month 

£1,000 

635F 

Yfear 




£20,000 

6.50 F 

tear’ 

Pensioner's ffteed Income Bond 

Series 3 

5 year 

£500 

7.00 F 

Month 

NS Cerliftoates (tax-free) 







43fld issue 

5 year 

£100 

5^5 F 

Maturity 


9th index linked 

5 year 

£100 

2.50 +rpi Maturity 

ChAlran's Bond 

Issue H 

5 year 

£25 

6.75 F 

Maturity 

P post only F Sued rate 
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FEAR OF FINANCE 

Clifford German 



T o paraphrase the soDg 
Grom South Pacific, there 
is nothing in this world 
like a windfall for making 
investors happy. Members 
of the N&P Building Soci- 
ety will be hugging them- 
selves with glee this week 
after voting overwhelmingly 
for a windfall on both their 
savings and their loans. Bris- 
tol & West seems set to 
make another 1.2 million 
people cheerful next week. 

The total number of ben- 
eficiaries from windfalls 
since Halifax and Chel- 
tenham & Gloucester set 
the ball rolling must try now 
be well over 10 million, 
although it seems that not 
very many of them live in 
Taraworth. Perhaps they all 
had their money in Nation- 
wide, Birmingham Mid- 
shires and Coventry and 
were feeling let down last 
Thursday. 

There is an alternative 
explanation. New accounts 
are stQl being opened at 
each and every remaining 
mutual society. By now 
there must be two or three 
impatient speculators for 
every satisfied one. Some of 
these at least seem doomed 
to be disappointed either by 
having their money tied up 
for a long time at low inter- 
est or by finding that their 
society goes in for a dull 
merger with another mutual 
rather than surrendering to 
the embrace of a commer- 
cial raptor. 

The Government how- 
ever, is doing what it does 
best and working to create 
another class of satisfied 
speculator by announcing 
that everyone who has reg- 
istered with a share shop for 
the RaBtrack sale will get a 
15p a share discount The 
actual price of the shares 
will not be revealed even on 
Monday when the 
pathfinder prospectus is 
published. But the best 
guess now is that the shares 
will be offered at around 


200p to provide small 
investors with a discount ofj 
say, 15 per cent 

Spare a thought in all this 
euphoria for the proud par- 
ents and grandparents who 
took out school fee plans 
based on educational trusts 
to build up a pot of gold to 
pay for future private edu- 
cation. Those nasty people 
at the Inland Revenue have 
decided that the income 
generated by school fee 
plans will Grom April next 
year be subject to tax. 

Although it is still a year 
in the future, the most effec- 
tive school fee plans are 
those built up over a period 
of years and several thou- 
sand investors will find that 
without tax relief the con- 
tributions they have already 
made will not now generate 
enough cash to cover future 
fees. 

The Revenue’s ruling 
overturns accepted practice 
going back 30 years and it 
operates retrospectively on 
plans already in place. It 
seems to be yet another 
example of the Government 
instructing the Inland Rev- 
enue to take an active role 
in sniffing out tax loopholes. 

School fee plans are not 
the only way of providing for 
fees, of course. A succession 
of Peps offers a veiy accept- 
able alternative method of 
building up a tax-free capi- 
tal and income which can be 
released to coincide with a 
school career. But it leaves 
those who thought they had 
already made provision 
through school-fee plans in 
the lurch. Some providers 
such as Sun Life have 
stopped selling policies, but 
specialists like the School 
Fees Insurance Agency have 
no choice but to continue 
selling plans without the 
promise of tax relief, in the 
hope that the taxman’s plans 
will arouse a storm of 
protest and force the Gov- 
ernment to overrule its way- 
ward creature. 


No PEP beats us 

on cost 

(most can’t match our performance) 


The Index-Tracking PEP from Legal & 
General uffeis PEP invesrois unbeatable 
value for money- At just 0.5% p.a.. you 
wont find a cheaper PEP anywhere 
dse. And there are still no initial 
charges or withdrawal fees to pay 
This can make a big difference to 
your profits. 

FOr example, if growth was 10% 
pn. a PEP whidl charges 1% a year 
would give you just 90% of this growth. 
Whereas the Index-Tracking PEP at 
only 0.5% pj. would gh-e you 95% 

Reliable performance 
that’s hard to bear, 
the Index-Tracking PEP also out- 


ANNUAL 

CHARGE OF JUST 

0 - 5 % 

NO 

INITIAL 

CHARGES 

NO 

WITHDRAWAL 

FEE 


performs most udier PEPs. 

We do this, by following the 
FT-SE-A All -Share Index. Thi> Index 
reflects the performance cif the entire 
sjockmarket, .so it removes the risk 
of being over-exposed to shares 
which under-perform and lessen 
your return 

In fact, £6,000 invested In an 
Index-Tracking PEP over 5 years 
would now be worth £ 12,66 l*t 
compared to just £10,600* in the 

average UK General Equity trust. 

To find out more about the 
UK's best-value PEP. cad now or return 
the coupon today. 
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CALL 0800 11 66 22 FREE 


7 DAYS a WEEK SAM TO 10PM. PLEASE 'QUOTE KEF. TOOT : 
. , , i ,1 Uanaonsl limttd, FBEEKJCTKft 4M , XiBg«>o-upon- , U , amei,Suney , BX2fiBE, 


Please Mud ae fun wntten derails of U* 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


• - yiliWrwEW). '• 

POSTCODE • 1T ‘~" — : — 

If you already have any 1*£P «* ve<nnem - please tide here 
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General 

trust us to deliver 


Very competitive rates. Very flexible terms. 

The mortgage that doesn't 
tie you down 


If you're in the market for a new mortgage consider the 
benefits of the Earty Payment Plus Mortgage from Mortgage 
Trust 

firstly, it allows you to alter the speed with which you repay 
your mortgage to suit your needs. For instance, if you 
increased your monthly repayments by £100 on a £50,000 
mortgage (from £353.01 to £45341) you could pay your 
mortgage off in 15 years instead of the more usual S years - 
saving you ovbi - £25,000 in interest Equally, you can pay off 
larger sums (or ell of your loan) at anytime without penalty 
and you get credited from the day you pay, not at the end of 
the month or year. 

Secondly, you can borrow back extra payments you make 
during the term of your mortgage - again without penalty. All 
you have to do is call us and we'U transfer the agreed amount 
directly to your bank account - or send you a cheque. 

Thirdly, our variable mortgage rate is extremely competitive at 
62)9% (APR 7.3%); we'll lend up to 95% of the property 
valuation on purchases; and wall lend you up to 90% of the 
property valuation on re-mortgages. 

finafly, your mortgage will ba supplied by Mortgage Trust 
which is the specialist UK landing subsidiary of first National* 
Building Society - founded in 1861 and one of the oldest 
established and largest building societies in Great Britain and 
Ireland. 

For more information about the Eariy Payment Plus Mortgage 
pleasB telephone our customer service team on 0800 550 551. 
Calls are free. Alternatively, contact your Independent 
financial Adviser. 


COULD WE SAVE YOU MONEY? TELEPHONE FOR A FREE ILLUSTRATION 


0800 550 551 



MAQ01 


CALLS ARE FREE 


Our Customer Choice programme supports you in receiving the financial advice you need. If you have financial advisers, 
please ask their advice. If you do not have an adviser but would like one, please call us and we will provide you with three 
Independent Financial Advisers for you to choose from. If you do not need any independent financial advice, we unit be happy 
to deaf with you directly. 
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money offshore investments 


An umbrella in the sun 


Offshore benefits may have been restricted, but new products fill the gap. By Stephen Spurdon 



The Channel Islands: Tax and investment advantages 
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PERSONAL PENSIONS 



No matter how carefully you plan, life has a habit of 
presenting us all with unexpected twists and turns. Early 
retirement; a change of career; children. All these can change 
your circumstances, so you need a pension plan which is 
flexible enough to let you cope with any changes - without 
penalty! 

That is why you should consider an Equitable Pension 
Plan, which: 


• Lets you vary contributions - without 
penalty. 

• Lets you retire earlier than planned - 
without penalty. 

• Provides a full return of fund in the 
event of death before retirement. 


The Equitable Life does not pay commission to third 
parties for the introduction of new business. So, if you'd like 
to know more, call us direct on (0990) 3S 43 58 or send off 
the coupon below’ for further information by post and by 
telephone. 


I/i lornu uon/jd : m oH) onli be pwn on Equitable pvup products 
Kcguluicd the PervraaJ Inwamem Aut horny 
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The Equitable Life 

You profit from our principles 


YOU'VE COME TO THE RIGHT ADVERTISEMENT 
FOR A HIGH RETURN YOU CAN REALLY RATE 



• Who else can offer such a whopping 7.75% pa? 

• But hutTy, it can’t last for long. You have und new Tuesday 
to take advantage of this exquisite offer. 

Hurry again! Call our hotf nc now.You’ll count your hidey stars you did. 


fwj THE BANK OF CROYDON 

Croydon High Street, Croydon. 


This is a fictitious advert issued by Save & Prosper Group Limited rtnzb is 
regulated by rte Personal bweshn&H Authority and WHO 


# _ and may only 

advise on products ottered by the flaring and Save & Prosper Marketers Group. 
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T he idea of going offshore for 
investment used to have a 
“naughty but nice'’ feel about 
it, with the promise of gains 
growing tax-free out of sight 
of the Inland Revenue. How- 
ever, such an impression is a bh old- 
fash ioned and certainly misleading. 

UK residents for tax purposes 
nowadays have to declare the 
income and capital gains to the 
Inland Revenue. There is virtually 
noway out of this because loopholes 
in UK legislation on offshore invest- 
ments have been closed remorse- 
lessly in the past two decades in an 
effort to combat tax evasion. But 
there are still some advantages to be 
had from some offshore invest- 
ments. 

The 1984 budget introduced a 
change to the tax regime governing 
investment in offshore finds that 
distribute at least 85 pier cent of 
their income to investors as either 
dividends, shares or units. The rest 
of the gains on the fund are treated 
as capital for tax purposes. These 
can be offset against the investor's 
annual capital gains tax allowances, 
and have indexation relief applied 
to them. 

Investors hi funds that do not 
have this distributor status are 
called roli-up or accumulation 
funds. They find that all gains are 
taxed as income at the highest rate 
to which the investor is liable when 
the fund is encashed. 

This only temporarily dented the 
market for offshore investment, 
however, for many UK investors 
saw benefits in offshore fund struc- 
tures called umbrella funds. 

An umbrella fund is an offshore 
fund which is managed in a similar 
way to a UK authorised unit trust 
but offers a much wider spread of 
assets between which the investor 
can switch. The investment options 
will cover equity, fixed-interest and 


currency funds, sometimes with fur- 
ther specifications as to risk, geo- 
graphical sector and income or 
growth requirements. 

Since the May 1989 budget prof- 
its made when holdings are switched 
between sub-funds in an umbrella 
count as disposals, and are thus 
liable to capital gains tax. 

But, despite these blows to their 
appeal to UK-based investors, both 
distributor and roll-up funds still 
present tax avoidance and invest- 
ment advantages. With both types 
of fund, the investor can time the 
encashment of his fund to coincide 
with retirement and perhaps a lower 
income tax rate, or even with retire- 
ment abroad, for example! 

Some still believe that there are 
advantages for UK innovators in 
looking at offshore funds. One is 
Nigel jfiaricer, director of Jersey- 
based Gartmore Fund Managers 
International, which manages the 
Gartmore Capital strategy umbrella 
fund. This has distributor status, and 
is currently worth £48 9m. There are 
237 sub-funds in the umbrella, 
including 14 equity funds, five bond 
funds and eight money funds. Min- 
imum investment is US$2^00 or the 
equivalent and initial charges are 
5 per cent for equity funds, 3 per 
cent for bonds and nil for money 
funds: annual charges are 1.5 per 
cent (equity), 3 per cent (bond) and 
1 peT cent (money). 

Mr Parker says: “The reason to 
look to offshore umbrellas is 
because of the flexibility rather 
than the tax advantages. Because of 
tiie changes to the tax regime for a 
UK resident it is not really a tax-dri- 
ven investment at alL However, 
there are advantages compared 
with UK-based unit trusts. 

“For instance, where you switch 
between UK funds, you have to take 
into account the charge incurred 
because of the bid-to-offer spread. 


However, with Capital Strategy, 
sub-funds all are single-priced on a 
net asset value basis so there are no 
conversion fees and we do the for- 
eign exchange for you. 

“In the UK all funds are denom- 
inated in sterling, even a US or 
Japanese fund, but here such funds 
are denominated in dollars and 
yen. This means the manager does 
not incur the currency conversion 
charges when purchasing the under- 
lying assets. I would also point to an 
ease of asset allocation provided by 
the ability to switch free between 
funds as an asset in an increasingly 
volatile world.” 

Perpetual, a fund management 
group with a fine performance 
record, offers offshore unit trust 
funds with distributor status from its 
Jersey base, but they are not part of 
an umbrella structure. Roger Cor- 
nick. Perpetual’s marketing direc- 
tor, sums up the reasons for UK 
innovators looking at offshore funds 
as: “Ultimately, it depends on the 
personal circumstances of an 
investor, ie where they want to be 
when they redeem the funds 
because that is when the tax charge 
will come. It may also be the case 
that the UK investor may take a 
view on currency and decide to 
move all his assets to a fund denom- 
inated in a currency other than ster- 
ling. It may also be tbe case that an 
investor feels a change of govern- 
ment is in prospect and that taxa- 
tion rates may rise, in which case 
they may look to an offshore roli- 
up fund to shield investment from 
the UK government.” 

Investors seeking details of both 
distributor and roll-up offshore 
finds can find information in such 
magazines as the International, Res- 
ident Abroad, What Investment and 
Money Management, as well as com- 
panies such as MicroPal (Tel: 0181- 
741 4100). 



For top rates of interest paid without the 
deduction of uxf channel your investment . 
offshore and into C&G Guernsey 90. 

You can invest from £10,000 with rates 
tiered at three levels and choose to have 
your interest paid annually or monthly. 


AMOUNT 

GROSS P.A. 

£’ CC.CCw or more 

<>.75% 

£25,CC0 - £ ( )9. C| 99 

£>.5C% 

£ 1C.CC* - £24.999 

6.25% 


Withdrawals can be made without loss 
of interest providing you give 90 days' 
notice. Instant access is also available 
subject to the loss of 90 days’ interest 
on the amount withdrawn. 

Invest now to combine the benefits 
oF gross interest with the efficiency and 
security of the offshore subsidiary of 
C&G, part of the Lloyds TSB Group. 

For further information or to open 
a C&G Guernsey 90 account simply 
complete and return the coupon or 
telephone C&G Channel Islands Limited 
on Guernsey (0) 1481 715422. 


To: C&G Channel Islands Ltd, PO Box 262 , St. Peter Port. 
Guvmsey, Channel Islands CY 1 3 QS. 

Please send me more mlorTrunkm O 


I enclose £ . 


to invest in C&G Guernsey 90 


.(minimum £ 10 , 000 ) 


Signed. 


Full Name Mr/Mrs/Miu . 


A secure home for vour monev 


Company (if appropriate). 
Address 
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Big new kids on 
the offshore block 


By Simon Read 


W alk down any street in 
Gibraltar, Guernsey, Jer- 
sey or the Isle of Man, and 
you’ll be likely to encounter 
Abbey National or Woolwich, 
Barclays orNatWesu 

In the last 10 years or so 
most of tbe leading British 
banks and building societies 
have set up offshore branches 
or subsidiaries. While the exist- 
ing, long-established offshore 
institutions offered a range of 
specialist financial services such 
as portfolio management, the 
new kids on the block were 
offering something far simpler 
- the savings account 
Many banks and building 
societies simply moved off- 
shore so that they could offer 
UK residents tax-free savings. 
That loophole was subse- 
quently dosed by the Revenue 
but only after building societies 
'and banks had woken up to 
other, new opportunities 
afforded by offshore 
subsidiaries. 

There’s a range of deposit 
and notice accounts, plus bonds 
and cheque accounts. Offshore 
accounts are UK-friendly, too, 
offering cash cards accepted in 
UK machines. So while your 
money may be earning good 
interest in St Helier. you’ll be 
able to get at it easily in St 
Heiens. 

Interest on offshore accounts 
is still paid completely free of 
tax, leaving it up to you to 
inform the Inland Revenue of 
your offshore income. The 
Revenue can’t force these off- 
shore subsidiaries to reveal 
details of interest paid out to 
investors, so the onus is entirely 
on investors to pass on details. 

You are allowed to keep 
cash in offshore savings 
accounts for as long as you like, 
but as soon as you bring it back 
into the country you must pay 
tax on your interest. If you’re 
a non-taxpayer, going offshore 
can make life very simple. 
Investors are informed of what 
interest they’ve earned and can 
pass that information on to 
the Revenue if they pay no tax. 

“A lot of people like the 
idea of having money offshore 
and are happy with the Chan- 
nel Islands, for instance, 
because they are not a million 
miles away," says Geoff 
Roberts, business development 
manager at Lloyds Bank’s off- 
shore banking operation. 

Like many of the subsidiary 


operations Lloyds Bank does 
not actively market itsoffchore 
products in the UK. But any 
British customers can simply 
call the offshore office to set up 
an account- From there things 
are run in much the same way 
as traditional onshore postal 
accounts. Cashcards and 
chequebooks are often pro- 
vided giving instant access to 
cash if required, and the post, 
telephone and fax can come 
into play according to how you 
prefer to contact vour branch. 

“We attract a different kind 
of customer in Guernsey to 
those our mainland branches 
have," says Derek Smith, a 
director of YorkshJu* 
Guernsey, a subsidiary of York- 
shire Building Society. “As a 
result our offshore accounts are 
slightly different For instance, 
the minimum balance is £5,000. 
Because we’re dealing with 
larger amounts, we can offer 
more competitive rates. The 
average balance of our cus- 
tomers is more than £50,000 
and that balance is often a 
small part of a detailed port- 
folio. They want a building 
society account to provide 
some liquidity.” 

Anti-money laundering rules 
offshore are very strict. The 
Channel Islands in particular 
are very jealous of their repu- 
tation. This means you will 
need to prove exactly who you 
are before you will be able to 
open an account. 

For cash invested overseas, 
the protection regime is slightly 
different to the UK. Here your 
money is protected by the 
banks’ .deposit protection 
scheme or the building soci- 
eties' compensation scheme. 
Both pay out up to 90 per cent 
of the first £20,000 of your sav- 
ings in the event of a’ collapse 
of the institution concerned. 
The Isle of Man has its own g 
depositor protection scheme 
run by the local financial super- 
visors. It's not as generous as 
the mainland scheme, paying 
just 75 per cent of the first 
£20,000 of your savings. 

But if you have funds in the 
Channel Islands they won’t be 
covered by any protection 
scheme. But if the worse did 
happen, offshore branches and 
subsidiaries would be sup- 
ported by their parent organi- 
sations - which, in most cases, 
will guarantee the foil amount 
of your savings. 


msmsmm 



, Etttftom artema me Ptem*® 

ry-i.' j,: - - - . • . - * ;; j ] 


PAY COMMISSION, OR 
COMMISSION AN 
EXPERT 


Money Management’s Register of Fee 
Based Advisers can provide you with 
a list of up to 6 Independent Financial 
Advisers who work on a fee‘ basis in 
your area. 


Please call 0117 9769444 
for further details 
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The Caymans; Among the offshore centres favoured by investors 

Take the adventurous 
route to a tax haven 

Tax savings, higher income; and little risk. An attractive cocktail, says Mike Goodman 




ost savers seeking a “lax 
haven” need look no far- 
ther than Peps or Tessas. 
But there are two groups 
of investor who will enjoy 
Lax advantages from being 
more adventurous and investing 
offshore. 

The first group are wealthy high- 
rate taxpayers who have used up all 
their Pep and Tessa allowances for 
the tax year, and have also 
exhausted their personal pension 
investment allowances. They may 
choose to “wrap up” their fund 
investment into single-premium 
offshore insurance bonds, and off- 
shore trusts, to defer or minimise 
their fatnre income and inheri- 
tance tax liabilities. 

For them the name of the game 
is turning high-taxed income into 
capital gains. So their first choice 
among offshore funds should be 
those which “roll up” income into 
capital. 

The second group are non-tax- 
payers who want to save the bother 
of reclaiming tax credits on their 
UK unit trust investments. 

For them maximising income 
without undue risk to capital is the 
chief objective. So they are best 
suited to high-yielding funds which 
invest in cash deposits or bonds and 
enjoy “distributor’ status. 

Higher-rate taxpayers can also 
benefit from offshore investment 
through single-premium insurance 
bonds, as the Revenue allows up to 
5 per cent of the original investment 
to be drawn out annually as tax-free 
income. 

Tax is payable eventually, but can 
be deferred until the holder moves 
to a lower tax bracket, for example 
on retirement. 

Another tax concession, the so- 
called “dead settlor” loophole, can 
defer or mitigate inheritance tax lia- 
bility - far the moment And the use 
of offshore trusts can also play its 
part in tax planning. An offshore 
trust can based in a different juris- 
diction to the assets. The Channel 
Islands, Bermuda and the Isle of 
Man are favourite “trust havens” as 


their legal system is similar to that 
of the UK. 

Sadly the so-called “5 per cent” 
concession and the “dead senior" 
loophole are unlikely to survive the 
next Finance Bill, and will cer- 
tainly disappear under a Labour 
government. That said, avoiding tax 
is not the be-all and end-all of 
investing offshore, as Julia Whittle, 
consultant at Chase de Vere Invest- 
ment, explains. 

“Don’t just look at tax when 
deciding to buy offshore funds. 
Look at performance. Some off- 
shore funds have not performed as 
well as the UK but it may be worth 
investing in offshore funds that do 
not have UK equivalents - multi- 
currency or emerging market funds, 
far example. 

“Choose funds on their merits, 
not just because they are offshore. 
Often poor performance and higher 
charges cancel out the advantages 
of an offshore fund’s tax-free sta- 
tus,” she adds. 

Investors already bewildered by 
the proliferation of UK unit trusts 
may be even more bewildered at the 
choice offshore. There are literally 
thousands sold out to a score of 
jurisdictions. 

For safety's sake, however, it is 
wise to confine choice to funds 
managed by established UK names 
and based in six offshore centres - 
Jersey, Guernsey, the Isle of Man, 
Bermuda, Luxembourg and Dublin. 

The first four enjoy so-called 
"designated territory” status with 
the UK authorities, who recognise 
that the local regulation is on a par 
with the UK’s. 

The last two fall within the Euro- 
pean Union collective investment 
directives, which allow funds to be 
sold throughout the EU. 

Statistics on offshore funds show 
they are big business in these terri- 
tories. The “market leader” is Lux- 
embourg which offers 2,000 differ- 
ent funds with assets totalling 
£70bn. And from a standing start 
nine years ago, Dublin’s Interna- 
tional Financial Centre now hosts 
500 funds with assets of £30bn. 


More than 300 operaLe in Jersey, 
with assets of £23bn. while 
Guernsey boasts about 2UU funds 
with assets topping £8bn. Bermuda, 
a tax-free haven for top US mutual 
fund groups, boasts more than 500 
funds with more than £9bn of 
assets. 

Only 100 funds arc offered out of 
the Isle of Man and their assets are 
a modest £4bn. But funds offered 
by the island’s life insurance com- 
panies through investment bonds 
more than double this total. 

Investors in funds based in Lux- 
embourg and Dublin benefit from 
their “open-ended company" struc- 
ture, based on EU law. Unlike 
UK-style unit trusts, they are stock 
market-quoted companies. 

These combine the best attrib- 
utes of investment trusts with those 
of unit trusts. The first is single-pric- 
ing, the second is they can be set up 
as umbrella funds. With conven- 
tional unit trusts there is a bid/offer 
spread. With single pricing, there is 
one price and any sales or purchase 
costs are added on. This allows 
some brokers and fund managers to 
charge a flat fee-which cuts the 
overall cost of large deals. With an 
“umbrella fund" structure, it is 
cheaper and easier to switch among 
funds in the same management 
stable. 

For example. Mercury Asset 
Management's $1.2bn Luxem- 
bourg-based Selected Trust offers 
31 sub-funds. These range from 
low-risk bond funds to high-risk 
emerging market funds. 

Some of these “company-style” 
trusts have already appeared in 
the Channel Islands, and they are 
set to appear in the UK later this 
year when the necessary legislation 
is in place. 

New-style investment trusts may 
also be on their way from Dublin, 
where the authorities plan to allow 
so-called closed -ended investment 
companies. These will be similar to 
UK investment trusts, but may be 
allowed to redeem shares at net 
asset value for a limited period each 
year. 


Choose your own currency 

£y Stephen Spurdon 





H aving an investment port- 
folio with an adequate 
spread of risk usually 
involves a portion being 
invested in cash. This could 
be in a high-interest account 
in a UK bank or building 
society. Or you could go off- 
shore and invest in a bank 
account or a money fund. 
Interest on a bank account 
is paid gross and no tax is 
payable on a money market 
fund until it is encashed. 

In both instances the 
investor- can make further 
gains (or losses) by investing 
in funds or accounts that are 


not sterling-denominated. 

Offsh ore money funds can 
be invested in one of a range 
of currencies or offered as a 
single managed fund where 
the investment decisions on 
wbat currencies to invest in 
are taken by the fond man- 
ager who normally invests in 
a variety of currencies. The 
funds provide a high rate of 
interest for investors by plac- 
ing deposits on the wholesale 
money markets as well as the 
opportunity to switch quickly 
and cheaply between cur- 
rencies through an umbrella 
fund structure. 


Bear in mind that interest 
earned is subject to UK 
income tax when paid out to 
UK residents. If the fund has 
“distributor" status, sale of 
the fund proceeds will also 
give rise to a capital gains tax 
liability after allowance for 
indexation. If the fund is a 
“roll-up” fund, the interest 
earned is accumulated. It 
grows at compound rates 
and is added gross. Taxation 
may then be deferred until 
the investment is redeemed, 
whereupon the whole gain 
becomes subject to income 
tax. • 


it your building society where it hurts. In their interest rate. 
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Because our PEP beats every building 
j society account into a pulp- H* you want to 

PLEASANT 

| jpake a building society manager weep, 
send off for our information pack. 

LIFE 

You , ll be glad you did. 

Pleasant Life House 


Quiet Street, London 


The top-performing cur- 
rent fund last year was the 
Global Manager Japan Yen 
Bear fund, from the 
Bermuda-based Bermuda 
International Investment 
Ltd, which provided a gross 
return, rebased against ster- 
ling, of 39.96 per cent (offer 
to offer). 

This compares with the 
top-performing sterling fund, 
DBIM Sterling Reserve, 
which produced a return of 
733 per cent over the same 
period 

These funds have all 
obtained an AAA rating 
from Standard & Poors. 
There is no initial charge for 
joining the single-currency 
funds, but the managed fund 
costs 33 per cent up front 
All of these funds have an 
annual management charge 
of 0.85 percent 

Jonathan Overland, the 
sales and marketing director 
at Newton International 
Investment Management 
Ltd, says: “There is no 
switching charge, and one 
price for buying or selling on 
any day. 

“There is no mark-up on 
the exchange rates, we sim- 
ply negotiate with the banks 
to obtain the best price for 
investors." 
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You can invest 

in The M&G 
PEP from as 
little as £50 a 
month, or as 
much as £6,000 
lump sum. 

Telephone (01245) 390000 or write to: 

The M&G Group, Bristol BS38 7ET. 

The price ot unrts and the income from them can go down as wefl as 
up. You may not gel back the amount you invested. The tax regime ot 
P£Ps could change m the future. The value to you oliax benefits wffl 
depend on you dramtancm. 

HUG does not offer investment advice or make any recommendations 
regarding investments. We only marked the packaged products ot the 
M&G Marketing Group. 

Issued by M&G Financial Services Untied (Regulated by The Personal 
Investment Authority). Registered Office: M&G House, Victoria Road, 

Chelmsford cMi ifb. Reg. nq. 923891 . Managing your money for the longer term 
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WeVe taken the best bits 
from other investments 
and put them into our 
High Income Fund PEP, 





Now you don't hare to tear through the 
financial pages, trying to find the best deals. 

We've selected them for you and put diem 
in otxr High Income Fund PEP. 

To start with you're offered a tax-free income 
of 775%pj? And you pay no entry or exit 
charges. We also think you shouldn’t he ripped 
off on management fees. 

Ours is a very low 0.75%. The yield on our 


High Income Fund PEP currently ou tperform s 
every building society account not least because 
the income you receive from it is tax-free. 

If you’d like your money to work harder, 
invest a couple of minutes in a phone calL 

Our salaried advisers are trained to give you 
helpful advice and information and can send 
you a free fret pack. 

ItTl cut out the need to look any further. 
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Save & Prosper Group Limited, FREEPOST, Romford RMI IBR. Please send me details of Sire & Prospers High Income Fund PEP. 
Mt/Mu/Mm AJfcw _ 

PMBB&j Haas T«l fa Work Trl Net Sg» that wt nor tall and afljtT farther jafwnmitm. 
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Arts and entertainment listings 



West End 

hbjw hemt ( |$) Me! Gibson drivers and 
vUuo, Empi nr Leicester Squan 12.15. 3.45. 
7Jft Odovi Mcuuw* 1.40 f&H). T.dfl 
BROKEN ARROW I L5j John Uu'" ilia Ifoci- 
Ucs iwn nuclear njrtitaifc < Wn« ShrUt 
.4rch 1.15. 3.45, ft 15. 8.4S: Odno Hfca End 

i . i5. ioa 3.45. 4 jit 6J). ?m a so. 9 jo. 

JIAMSni) 

CASINO ( IK) Ruben Du Nim stars. Tm- 
cadera MGM Sal 4JJ6. 7.4ft 1 1 JO; Sun 4.ia 
ftlO-.rtcu 1 2Jft 4.1ft 750. II JSlSal) 
BALL (IS) A New York mayor's under- 
hand deals are revealed. TrocodemMGM 
1Z30, 3.10. b.m. 900. 12nsidraghi (Sal): 
Warner Bor End I JO, 4J». 6JU. «.1ft 11.40 
CYO0 (IS) Vnnnanraetak about btcyde- 
drawn taxis. MGM Sevas Centre 1150. 3-20, 
ft.15.HJ0 

DEAD MAM WALKING ( 15) A nun befrieixfc 
a man on deaih row. Shiftabw? .Avenue 
MGM lift 515. 825: Rotor UK. 3 JO. 

Will. 8J5: Hamer Hat End IJJft X 10. Wit 

850. 11 JO 

GET SHORTY ( 15) John Travolta stars. 
Empire Leicester Square 1.15. -V4SL 6.15, 

8.45. 1 1 JO I Salt. Twcoden MGM 1X45. 

3 45. 6.4a 9 10. 12midnicb( (Sail 
IEWWG LAS VEGAS ( IS) Street-lewd view 
of ibo glitqr world of Lu Vegas. MGM Swiss 
Centre 1 .4a 4j0ft 625. 850; Ofcwi Mt=»- 
nine 3.4ft 845; (hot 355. ft JO. 8.45. 1 1 JO 
(Sal): Warner Ren End 1X55. 3.15. 550. 830 
MGHTY APHBOOiTt (15) Woody Aflcn's hi- 
es. Barbican Cinema 6.15. 84ft Chelsea 
Cinema US. 4 J5. 6.45. 9.00: Odessa Ihv 
market 1 JO. 350. 625. 85a 1 1 JO (Salt 
Wrmer Hist Bid IXUUnoon. lift -JJCL 7.0ft 
9JB.1L30 


MB ADIAUI)) |TG) May u> September 
romance. Curwn Mayfair 1. 15 (Su). 5 JU 
WW. SJOt Gate Nutting HOI 2. IS. 4 Jft 645. 
9JOO.J1.1S (Sal) 

OTHELLO U2) Lawrence FisWmnic stars in 
this major Hollywood production of Shake- 
speare's play. tMawi Maamme 1225 (Sal). 
3JO.ftJU.MO 

i. FQSIBB / IS) LvricaL ruroami.' Italian 
muvtc about a postman and a poet. Gore 
Netting US Sun \Z\0.fbntai Sr MOM 12ft 

3.45. b. 10.341); MOM Swiss Centre I J5. 

4.05. 6-30, 850; Vie Minima 3 Jft 6Jft 8.45 
5EBGEANT BUD (PGj Sieve Martin m the 
role made famous bv Phil Silvers. TnxaJem 
MGM UJ0. ZJ0. 45ft /too l Jft 55ft 

6.15.8.45. JL30 (Sal) 

SEVEN 1 18) A sene* of murders snap 
bomnde detectnns. Emfmr Leicester Square 
12.45. 32D, 555. 830. 1 1 JO (Sal K Okiwi 
Mr-marine IZJOi S al 1.3311 5.45. 830 
SMALL IMES ( IS) A hoy becomes 
cnihrinJcd m gangJanJ warfare. Harnuuket 
MGM l.lft 3.40. b.lft 84ft Tutimham Court 
RsadMGM 1.45. 4.15. 655. 9 Jft Hhmer 
Hbt End 14ft 4.10. 64ft 910. 11 JO 
STOLEN HEABTS 1 15) Sandra Bullock and 
Denh Leary star. rnMufap.lfCJ/ZJft 
44ft 655. 9 JO, Bti/ner West End 1L1U, JJft 
SjOO. 7. 10 (Sal). 9.40 

SWHW WITH SHARKS (15) Aput-opon 
production awstani gets his revenge with 
his dicutoriaf drcclor. Hamunket MGM 
l ,4ft 4 HO, 620. 8.45; Tottenham Court Road 
MGM 2JK, 4 J5. 7.00, 940 
TOT STOW (PG I CmnpuiCT-aiumalcd 
euravaganza. Barham Cinema 200. 40ft 
6 15, 820; Odom Leicester Square 12.44). 

3.15. 550,821; 

TBAMSPQTTMG ( 18) Adaptation of Irvine 
Welsh's sftush-M nmcL Haymarket MGM 
I Jft 3.45. 6.1ft 8.4ft Tnxadctv MGM 7. Ift 
9 Jft (Zmkhnghl I Salt. Htimer Hat End 
1250, 3-Oft 5. Ift 7Jft 9.4a U-OOraidnigta 
WMTBM TO EXHALE I IS) A group of 
women friends be rale ihu lack o( eligMu 
men in PJmciut. Tnxmk-rn MGM Sw 
IZmidnighi: Warner Hr a End 1150 
amt End boflAms Qw« 

Numbers 1)171 eux-pt where Mot some 
tray levy a booking fee. 

Barbican 638 859/; Onion Cwim 351 
JTCCurzon Mayfair 369/ TJftCunwi 
Phoeort iftJ ] 711; Curam WLst EnJ.<69 
/ 721 Empire Lac So i/wiWSBFWk Gale 
Noting HiD 7274043: Lnnnen.' -S» «W/; 
Kavroorkui MGM tUSl-VTOvil/c Faruon Sr 
MGM 0ISI-VP0 60: Ptar MGM 4.77 JJW; 
ShafUsbmy Aw MGM O/Si-TO *01 X 
MGM Swiss Game OWi-970 mt 17. ■ Hm O 
Kd MGM OIBl-ttrO eOd2 ’Bocadcm MGM 
Ol&I-m 60/X The Mincma M) I Tit- 
Cldcon Haymarkul S39 TrffT; Udeoo Lric Sq 
930 3232: Odeon Mnrhle Axch Tli 2011. 
Odrcm Mezzanine y/4Jb4)/S68, 7; Odeoo 
West End A5U 7n/5- rtna «www 
Renoir 837.7402; Wtanur Vies End 4.77 4.WJ 

repertory cinema 

EYEEYHAH opposite Hampsumd Tube NWS 
(0171-435 1525) 

DevO In A Blue Drew 1 15 1 Sat Ipm. 5pm. 
9pm + The Las! Seduction I IS) 3pm, 7pm 
Once L*pon A Time In Tbe Wat l IS) Sun 
1.45/wn Land & Freedom 1 1 5) Sun 4J5pm. 
\30pm + Tbe Spirit Of The Beefirve(i5) 

7 'JOSjan 


KAGWEBAThc Mall SWl (0171-930 3647) 
Nadja | I5i Sac Sun 2-30f*n. 4.40pm, 
nJtJwn 9pm Never A Dumb Momenl Sal, 
SunSJOpm 

MnONAL FBJW TBEATBE South Bank SEJ 
(01 71-92852321 

Karaoke Sot 130pm; The hufian In The 
Oipbuard ( PG 1 Sat 4fm: A Mailer Of Life 
And Death lT*G | Sol a f.Vm; A Nlgn ai Ihc 
Opera (UlSoiTJtym. The Big Blue r 15) 
Set fiJOprv The New Age Sol &45pm Inde- 
pendent British Film Seminars: Small Faces 
Son 10.15am: The Indian In The Cupboard 
(PG) dun 4pm: Writing ( 151 Sun 0.15pm; 
The Bride Of Frankenstein (15) Sun 
730pm: The New Age Sun 830pm; 
Decameron ( 18) Sim 8.45pm 
PIMCE C8ABLES Leicester Place WC2 
(0171-1378181) 

1b Die For (L5) Sir 1.30pm: L»* Ness 
( PG) Sn 5.45pm: Wuhan & I (15) Sm 
6pm; Desperado f 18) Sot 815/m; Die 
Usual Sucpccls 1 18) Swr UUOpm Three 
Cotuun. BUie (15) Sun 2pm ; La Hnmc5un 
4J5pm\ A Boys Life (18) Star Tbe 
Adventures Of PrtiaTU. Queen Of The 
Desen ( 15) Sun 8-fSpm 
RnEBSBESTUDRB CMEMA CriqJ Rond 
W6 (OIK 1-741 2255) 

Nadc-run (PG) Sm 7pm: MetrapotE (PG) 
Sot 830pm Some Like li Hot (LTSiai 1pm 
■bSalviUi]n;Giuliai»ll$)JL/4en; Red 
Desert (15lSrot 6. 15pm * CAwcatura 
(VGf&Jt.km 


West End 

Maurices- f If: Slot f3J: Hie. /4J: Hid. IS/: 
Vn. /«/; fit [7ft Sat 


tun Conti Shanxi dess star. 

Giefcaf Shaftesbunr Avenue, Wl (0171-494 
5065) & P5cc Ore. Moo-fri 3H0. Sal 8.LS J5) 
300. (7) 5m £1050- £24. 151) mins. 


Angela Thom: at Akm Awkboura's emnedy. 
Savoy Strand, WC2 (017 1-tGb 88S8/9/cc 83ti 
0479) ■© Charing X. Man-Sa7Jft K1F1 
3 Uft ends 27 Apr, £L2-£24. 160 mins. 

C0MFABT 

1970 Snndhom and Ocoige Binb mtslaL 
A&enSt Martin’s Lane. WCJ (0171-369 
L730V-& LeicSq. Mcn-Sai 7.4S, W[J\ 3m 
£l2-£3ft restricted view £5. 160 mins. 
1WGOMHEIEWOBB 0FBI1MB 
SHAESPEUffilUUGB) 

A fast-forward through 37 plays. 

Criteria j JteadiDy Oreus. W1 (0171-369 
1747)« Pk* Ore. Wed-Sat MO. (5] 3.0ft [7] 
5JB.[lj4J0.£550-£3a 120 mms. 

BRUffi 

Samuel BccLrtl's surreal panNe. 
(Vxt/wEaribam Street, WC2f01D-3G9 
1732)0 Leic Sq. Moo-Sat ft® (17 Apr. 
7 jOUL| 3H71 amends 25 May.£12-£18- 


Nigel Williams's savage comedy. 

RpyalCaurt SloaneSqmire.SWl 10171-730 
[745}OSloSq- Moq-SjI 7Ja|7|3Jft erkb 
20Apr,£«l&,oioaavaflBMc. 1 40 turns. 


Martin Shaw and Anna Carteret star. 
Theatre RmoI Haymailcei. SWl (0171-9S) 
8800) e- Pioc Ore. Mon-Sal 745. [417] 3m 
ends 20 Apr. OQ-E6. 165 mins 


TOMHT 

ftrteT hw nshe n tfa hit Broadway muricaL 
Shaftestvn Suftetbury Awamc.^ WQ 

(0171-379 5399)«1ba O Rd. Moo-Sat ft®, 
{4fl7J 3m a05ft£3ft 135 mins. 


Irvine Wetefs insighl nno dragarimre. 
OTrfefaff WhtefaaB,SWl (0171-369 1735; 
BR/O 1 Charing X-Moo-Pri&m Sat 8Jft 
(4JJ7J 5m«* 1 June, £5- £16 130 mhs. 


Sanaa RioseB Beale am*. Tbday 1 L4 * 

7 JO. 135 nuns. 

Citeskte: 

The Eads 01 The Earth David Lot's bust 
drama. Tbday 2J0 * 7 Jft 150 mins. 

Ottvfcr * Lyllcltoo; £750-U25ft Cotleri« 
£10414501 Day scats from lCtun. Saudi 
Bank (0171-928 2252) BR/© Wuerioa 
ROTM. SHAKESPEARE GOWANT 
The Barham: 

The Ihsdsi Of Tha Shrew Jasic Lawrenoe 

siors. Tbtkrv 300 ,ie 7.15. 165 m in s . 

The he 

The Mine Mmbregb's Restorauoa com- 
cdy. Today 2® & 7.15 . 180 mins. 

Barhrcan; £(*-12450. The pm £10-07. Bar- 
bican. EG (0171^38 8891) ■©■ Barbican. 
PASSION 

Michael Ball and Maria Friedman sur. 
(Itteat iShaftcsbury Avenue. Wl {01 D-494 
5590te 344 4444) «■ PmeOrc. MoteSat sm 
[4[|7| .UB. £I35W30. US nrina. 

SOUGHT 

Msctael Gambcm and Lia WRUiams soar. 
IHmfhM s CbarmG Cross Road. WC2 
| I Ml 71 -369 17?6ita;867 llIl)4>LocSq. 
Mon-Sat WJft |7j 3.0ft ends Z7Apr.£9S 0- 
£25. 150 mins. 

TAP DOGS 

Raw lap ‘giectadc hum OBri er Awa rd- 

, win nine choreographer Dent Rxry. 

Lvne Shaflcdnny Avenue. Wl (0171-40* 
5iM5)-0 (Sec Ore. Moo-Thu am Fn* Sat 
6® Si S 4SL cads 8 June. £5-£2Z50. W nuns. 


Reginald Ruse'* Fifties courtnxm dranx 
Comedy Pant t» Street, SWl (0171-369 1731) 
♦ PiocQrc/Leie Sq. Moo-Sat 7.45 (22 Apr, 
7 j 00#.14] 2Jft (7| 4mflM24. 

Beyond tiie West End 

MnSTHEflK 

BraWM af fha Braah Jinany Mtnpt^s 
acclaimed, brutally comic to play show 
three Dublin boom printer*. Moo-W 



£S50-£15, coocs gvaflabie. Great Newport 
Street, WC2tTH71-636 2132) 4 Ldc Square. 

B8SMTKOBE 

fkiikiMiWMiniii Tiiiiiiii 1 Ail mu 

imnyfaden debut play stars Midiad 
Cashmun and Kate Beddnsale. Mon-Sal 
8pm. ends 27 Apr. £95ft cones £6 Shaphenb 
Bush Green, W12 (13181-7433388) 

«■ Sbephcrtfe Bush- 

GRBrnCMlHEOK 

Tha Laat NMomflan Nigel Wnhams’ comic 

look at a lonft-nmniiig academic debate, act 

between 1920 and 1968 lMoo-Soi 7.45pm, 

mats Sal 2J0pm. cads 4 May. n.75-£15m 

enucs available OrxansfCn, SE10(0l8l- 

858 7755) BR: Greenwich. 

HAV5IHDTW0RE 

Soma Saamr D« Rupert Ererai and Garin 

Redgrave are amaiga h i gh p r ofi le cast in 

Martin Sherman's latest drama. Mao-Sat 

tan. mats Sal 4pm, bookmg until 11 May. 

£1 1-11350. Mon & not S* £8. cones 
avrikbk. Avenue Road. NW3 (0171-722 
9301)0 Swiss Cottage. 

mnsM 

MHMr Doris Move OmrDmBtg and 
Ser w m ei ttaUovmey are among the trig 
pertonimd in litis Dads Day tribute. Tbe-Sm 
SpncmaaS* & Son 330pm. cods 26 May. 

! £10-£J 1. coocs £6-£7.UpperSCrcet,Nl 
(D1D-2261W6) ^ AngeL 


Tha Veqn Ida Blair In Snn (BaspeD’s 1921 
craeKwnedy. Mon-Sal 7^5pm. mats Sat 
4pm, 18 Apr, 2J0pm, a»ds4 M^.£7-£I25ft 
enocaamUtia. Clarence Street. Richmond 
(0181-9*0303) BR/e RkhmoxL 

iHAREarsnuB, hwcomt 

Tha numass Of Ste dare Mdntyres 
hdesi drama probes tbe ttiterim' motives (< 
outward kmtfciea. Moo-Sat 7ASpm. mats Sal 
dam. ends® Apr. £8. Moo. mu Sat ft cooes 
fSTsoane Square. SWl (0171-730 1745) 
OStoane Square. 


Bmaaadlha Brafcr Eamcn MxrisscyS 
gendytatBMora solo show fafl of soiytelting 
and myth*. Moo-Sat 8pm. mats Set 4pm. 
ends 27 Apr. £750£13. cams avadritic. Mon 

4k mat Sat pqr whuyoo caa K^irn Ht^i 

Road. NWti (0171-328 1000) O Rlbant. 

Around tbe country 
Bath 


Nawlbn baw Adam Buritht Mkbad 
Rayn's look tbe dash betwe en pe w ora d 
raivacy and open sueromert- Today 2J0pm 
& 7J0pm. £7-£l 95ft cooes avaiUtie. 
Sawdrae (01J2M48844iec AJ8861 1 


Thai ted Hs» DooaM Soden stars. ^ Tbifay 
jjftim 4k 8pm £1I3£195Q > CRnesavaSaUe. 
MiDbiook (01483-44WH0) 

Homctrardb 


PbiSftgalMa Span- The Mericri 

M<oi3dad2pcuni<tfEdWx>>f«5ChSuL 
Tbe-Fn 8pm. today. 20 Apr. 6pm 4k ten. 
cods® Apr. £S50-£l29ft mas £550. cones 
available. BiBet Lone (01706-M33331 


■l UHtmuw iT—ni 

Salad Dam Nod Sberrin cfirects the bit Fifbcs 

■ iMinnimnniwI MtihtCH A lljeWtdrra. 
'SntayZ3(^m£8paL£]0-£16,coaQ 
available. Mahe» Festival Theatre, Grange 
Road (01684-892277) 


■X7ZSMU.TBEATBE 
Ihld^MllDdij Al Matthews and Heka 
Ryan in Alfred Uhiy^PuIii2crf^ire-wtmEng 
pfay. Moo-Sat 7 JOpm, matslltu 4k Sat 
230pm, 11 May, 630pm, eoj? 11 May.£5- 
£13mcooaaviabOTe. Bsgnor(01635-W044) 

Wonrich : 

TMSITBE R0UL 

TtaWay F. Murray Ataaham and Gemma 
Jons htJamet Goldman’s b rgraiiiiv. i l play. 
Today 2J0pm& 730pm. £35P-£1 75ft cone. 
avaWde. Theatre Snort (DI 60MW®) 


desk am 

TtaCkariNhea David Storey's look at 
tbe rittcdiof professional rogbyplavec. 
Tbday 2J0pm & 7 JOfdl £B5ft£165a coos 
£5- £850- Royal Parade (01752-267222) 

Poole 

PMUE ARTS CENTRE 

A Pasrimata Woraas KayMeflort SWriey 
VUcntine-shle dram stms Suphartie Cmcl 
■ fixiayJJ0fBn& 745pco. £10-£ 1 5.9ft cons 
availaUe. KingUnd Rovl (0Ufll6fl5J22 1 

Watford 



lmnnwriiinwr 

JasAUnl BaOTabd Survey of his complex, 
raw images. Moo-Suo Htom-6poi,etKfc21 
Apr, free. Kenriuglaa Gardens. W2(017J- 
402 6075) ^ South Kenringtoo. 

TXIEGAUJERT 

Cera— e90pamringsand7Dwaiercoto ui 3. 
Ends28Apr.£7,cancs£4. 

Abrima Daetaa Ink and wadi works by fXxa* 
patecr.)to-Snnlriam 55tlp m.cmfa30June. 
free. Miflhank (01D-887 8000) OPhnlico. 

Norwich 

mmatua cans 

Mraihra to — stnwa- Laat SaSh AMerai 
Phatapaaferas lodudesworkby Last 
Lcvson and Ed Wanbcrg. Mnt-Sal 10JQ— h 
Sprat, cadi 20 Apr. Ice. Reeves Yard. Si 
Brawla's Sliccl (016(5-660352) 

Oxford 

CnBrCNDBCNPBimEGAUBr 
Patnnaratki tha KthCortaryWitli drawings 
Iw Zuccre o. kOd ^ta ra e to raai'addeoLMcra- 
Sat 1030am- Ipm, ^aa-4J0pm, Sun 2pm- 
4 JOpm, ends 3 June, £1, cants SDp. 

Christ Onindi College (0 1865- 276 IfQ) 

Penzance ; 

KNOT A BTGAlimr 

Nadya Saririp of Arfcts Wa* by am* 

wod—ghtdraSorahlkbfl. Mno-Sai 10am- 
5pm. erxh 23 A(x, free. FfcwRd (01 736-677 15) 


London 


Brass mac by Howartiuatd Eflaby. with 
arranpanems of Elgar. Holst, Bramns and 
othera. Tbday 3 JOpm. £6-05. 

rml^iwi TuMnni ni i hnitm" * 

Shdas' 4th and 1st qmqtiiomes with hb 
Oeearddes.TisaiMtt 730pm, £750- £2250. 


Sbrihg* 2nd Sym p h o ny with h» symphonic 
poem Tdpieia. Sun 4pm. £750-f2L5ft 


St»dius'2af?ymp/Hxiywi(bfnS4yinphotnc 
pnem 'Cgvota. Sun 8pm. £75M2J-50. 
BartacanCemrc,EC2l0171-638889I)« 
MoorgooriBarbicuL 

IT AMTS 

Fr—ceis Fbadrak Gay Piana recital taking in 
Schubert's D784souua.'BBiigb! 7 JOpm. £6 
A £10. 

BaBns Onhiuti s of Liratlunff'MDWia 

Vrvakll 'v four Seasons and Haydn's 44th 
Symphony. Sun 7 JOfen. £6-00, Smith 
Square (0171-222 1061)»Wesnninster. 

FMtCBLRDOM 

UBlWSn Store Vtad and 
et pcmne n tal musia by Chimb. Cage. Secfci 
and olbers. Sun 7 JOpm £550 &■ £75a 
South Bank Centre. SE1 [0171-960 4242) 
BR/eWtlerkn. 

QSSI BiZAGEfH BALL 

l imiunri T — i T li TTl ial flit lull a fll anitii 


jazz, wortd, folk etc 
Cheltenham 

twin Am hrr ^ 

features Sicphanc Grappelli. Freddie Hnb- 
banL Ray Bmw. Geoxsre F^me. RaWi 
Towno. TViksk Gunn, Martin Taylor. Steps 
Ahead and Roots, t 'anaus venues Today & 
Sun. phone 0l2«r227979 far details. 

London 

■n—aeb&AretftSt—pDidaaicaU- 
daywfiuni the drum and sax tegeodt. 

Ouren ffiadw/r Hud South Bank Crattie 
SE1 (0171-960 43C) « Wderioo. Tbthy 
lOJOamAJOpou 1030pm, aO day £15. con- 
cert ante £1250. 

Pftraorii S—ln Qmrlat Spiritual sax leotL 
Thr Ftodmdc Qtapd Marker Nl (0171-713 
5859) ■& AngeL TUrigfn 8}mi,£15. cotxs 
£ 12 . 

n—> da Lada Fhmeaaa mularia. Rural 
Festival HaB Bank Centre SEI {0171- 
960 42C) BR/e- Witcrioo. Tcmigtn Jk Sun, 
730pm, £10-£25. 






Irityl New musical ihriBcrsurang Date 
WiBetts as the Doctor »uh a tnolcveletu altct^ 
eaa.Tbdav2J0pot 4k 745pm. £950-£145ft 
cones avaitWe. High St (01S 1-1606677) 

Colchester 



FTTZmiAM HSEBU 

Filra— wPfcraisifaG Art 1945- 

MSS Pnriwtrcrafl and derail mchtditig 
work by Haas Cbper and Rotan Wekh. Tue- 
Sat (Ckm>-5pDUSun 2I5pm-5pm.em£i2 
Jddo, free. Trumptngton Slid 223- 332HU) 

London 


cornu nsmuTE gauhb 

Thao— fttibsbt— h Umque opportunity 
id see over 50 drawings. Moo-Sal 10am-6pm. 
Sun ^xn-6nn. ends 26 May. free. 

Smnenet House. Strand. WC7 (0171-873 
TSXf O Tkmple/Cbvem Garden. 
BBUHCHPtCTOEBAUBV 
So— aand D—th Drawmgsof lomh, and 
mamunenu by Sir John Scanc Tue-Fri 
IQam-Syvn. Sat 1 1 am-5txn. Sun Ipm-Spm. 
ends 12 Mav. £2, cone £1. free Friday. 

Gallery Road. SE21 (0181-6935254) 

HR: West Du/wicri/Nooh Du/wich. 

HAmuBBAiianr 

SpsAo— i k Art A F9ra Art and Glm opfared 
faduding POTtaza. Hint. Gre ci v re.iy and 
Gordon. Moo-Sun lQam-6pmlunul8(unTuc 
A Wed), ends 6 Mw.fS. tones £350. 
Belvedere Road. SEI (1)171 JW4242) 

BR/e Waterloo. 

mcAuar 

Tmrimm a— oi New Dim and video by Rw; 
artists. Moo-Sun Unooo-7 JUjto (Fri until 


Mall SWl (0171-930 3M7)« Char X. 


Sea— kridtad Record m pen and ink of 
Soaae'r budihags arnand tbe country. Tuc- 
Sat lOam-Sptn. ends 31 Ang. Ires. Lincoln \ 
Ian Fkfckiul 71 -W5 2I0T) eHoBvan. 


Kariarylaeea froraflw Daria P8—h«GaBary 

Indodvs'VvLxtqucz, Coned and Raphael. 
Mon-Sat lOam-bpovSun 2pm-6pm. ends 19 
May. free. Di£j4sir Square. WC2m|71-8JQ 
132 1 1®- Qonrtg Crow. 


Iwart da Had One hundred drawings 
from the Oneeo'iodlcciiou. Mun-Sun 
9jaun-4Jiipm.exulsL2Jar. PN7.£350. 
cans £25(1 Buckmgbam Cute. SW I (ft|7|- 
799 2331)-© Via om. 


L& Lmwy FauB^ -rail panning- o( industrial 
North. Mon-Fri lOom-SJftm Sal llam- 
5pm. emb 4 Mar. free. New Bood Street. Wl 
10171-499 55S3jo- Green Part 


n -ada ric Lrightaa 1S30-U96 MafarUuw far 
hfcronca] Vlcioriau pamser. Ends 2 1 Apr. 

£5 5ft cons £3501 
Gtirtrai Ch— itta: Tha DM m i— 
fa— oaria—t Larp; sdeaiuo of pointings. 
Mno-Sunlftmi-epat. crab 23 June £450. 
coocs £35l Burlfagtoo Hone. PncathOy. 

W7 (0171-439 7438)^ PteadiDv Circus. 
SAATCHI GAUHTT 
Thram Amnrica— flat 2 J acquc line 
Humphries, Richard Prince, TtwOurclcr. 
Cbarto Ray and Kifa Smith. TTiu-Sun 
12nixm-6pm.cn* 12 May. Thu free. Rt-Sun 
£35ftBaankay Road. NWS |ii|7] -624 
8299) BR; South Hampstead. 


AriDDM BaM Cranpra— Arafam MgMs New 

rarmlv-itncnicd ballet choreographed by Jon 
Kitlemls--. Tmighi 7.45pm. £7-fX5l'.ocin« 
15-£r.31. Bouiport Street (01271-24242) 

London 

PLACE THEATRE 

Cfafen Rn» Emc^Ik Smat Btgrs Rua 

oplorcs the way women p.-rccivc maleiuaB. 
Tonight 8poL fit ante £6. Duke's Riad. 
WCl (ni7l-.VCTi»J.Ml«- Elston. 

POBCHLROm 

Dhnra Sdfax/Tba FateUag Bride Surrealism 
and satire from Liz Aggisand C<4ctic 
Sadler. Tonight 8pm. iS. arc cs £6. South 
Bank( 1)1 7 1 -‘WJ 42421 BR^Wbieri.w 

aomuffaut house 


ftqal Bafieh GWi Sir Peter Wnght's 
procfaaiou dougned ky John F Macfarianc. 
TiMtty2prn & 7pm. £2- £585(1. Corent 
Gankn (01 71 -3(U 40(1(1) © Coven I Garden 


RIC DaneeTlMtrr Caphnd New 

dancewori loaevaig on the cull tire of 
Reggae. Tcaiighl 7 JOpm. £6-£lll5IL 
Bcaumom Street I (UShS- 79S/<»1) 


Tha Mng Undy Ham rare: It MgM AI The 
Cottoa CM Harlem nf I he athevi'kvd. Sun 
7JUpm. £iri5sL125t>. luwn Hal!.Blagra\e 
Soeci 101734-591 59 1) 

Street 


The Wizard Of Ox IVrformcd by L50 students 
frooi the Joy School of Danciitg. Inlay & 
Sun 2Jttpm it 7 Atpm. £4- £5. cone. 
avaibMv ChunJiRojJmi4>S-|42N46) 

Satton 

Adarnb Bdht C irap Mtr Arabian Wghta Sec 

Banwaple 5un7JUpm.£l2.o>nes£ft 
Otejm Ki>ad (0191-661 m In) 


CLASSICAL 

Cardiff 

ST BAWD'S HJUJ. 


DUi Hark CcDomalasby Prokuhev. 
Miaskowskvand Brahms, ionighi 7 JOpm. 
£6-02. 

N « a L ira d ra i Ch fa tviA Ch ai rtCwr Seta***? 
Briuen and Rodney BetmetL Sim I lJOpmi. 
£7 Wipnare Street. Wl 10171 9352141) 

-e Brod SlreelOtford Grots. . 


W raaa w Sfafcu l^Wr aiAfa Lad Menuhin 
marks bbStithbinlKby with Beethoven a 
Triple Caocexto and Brahms' 1st Symphony. 
Tonight 7 JOpm. £9-£25. Guildhall Road 
(0J6f>4-24Ml) 



rr t- i - -. i i'j 


Wfau/Hi fiiig ■ Bach'- bfgk-- ->cak Mjw ht B 
tranor Sun7 Kpm.£t>-£|9. The Haves 
(DI222-K7W44) 


Tbsca A revival of Keith Winter's production 
al Fuojtri, frith Jutkx Csiras in tbe title rule. 
Untight 7J0pm.£R-£50. St Martin & Lane. 
WCJ 10171-632 S3IU)^L«3c Square. 

RidiBKmd 


[ ■ " i 1 1 1 : . C'i ; Ji i ; ' - * 1 1 Ti 


Canam Peter Knapp's staging of Bizet. 
Tbarahl 7.45pm. £S-£20. The Green (0181- 
940U088J 


n—totfe Stephen Medolf (facets Wadfs 
rodde-period drama. Tonight 730pm. 
£i5ft£lu5tl (01935-23884) 


Cardiff _____ 


■eat Loaf More dates from the tireless 
Wumerim tucker CanEff httemadanM 
.Irrnrr Buk-uran till 222 -23U130) Sun 
6 JOpm. £I75M-C5t 

London 


Th* Poafei Byrthond Bealk? influenced col- 
lege re<ckera. .isum 2 Charing Cross Rood 
WCJ (0171-434 0403) •» Toucnham Court 
RlhmL Tiraghi 7pm, C6 
Bucks fta Eurn-cbamrn play u kttadiy 
dtuen efub. The Grand CZjpftaat Junction 
SW1I (0171-738 aiJUtee >H0(H4) 

HR. CLaphaiti Juncraxt. Tonight Spm. £7. 
Bad Ha ua tr i. The Wtafa World Buster 
Bkvjdvwbvl'-- re-formed ska tocrcttaak. 
Mtxui Ftddkr Haricsdn High Street NW10 
iniBl-%1 54-11) BR; WaWten Juncuon. 
Tmighi 8pm. £9. 

totals Mra chmf Former 10JKD Mamacc 
snotr-vvigivriter. Shepherd 's Utah Empire 
Shephcitfs Budt Green W12 (U IS l -740 
74741 «■ Shcyricnl's Bush. Tbciight 
7pm. £11. 

Alaska MtorissaMa, Bouarerack Hugely 
siKxx-vful pus! -grunge wailiT pijys with 
irirlodic iDclalhcatfr. Honcycroek. 
STuphml'j Bush Empire Shepherd \ Bi uh 
Green WI2 iUlKl-740 7474) ® Sfajp- 
bcrd*s Busb. 14-16 Apr, 7pm, phone far 
jvaiLibrlity. 


Bnadihnu Acfavtlina and games 
bringing pTCttMric days to life for drikhen 
of all ages. £WI Hafl Lower Otuidi Street 
(01291-6259811 Mon-Sun Uam-Spm. ends 
24 ApT, £L coocs 50p, under IShJkMon- 
iDOinfa Borough Rcsdenis free. 


PvtonBOTco VMBag Five day international 
^iiiijViJiiin (mlniy irflensrve wtrfaliPpD 
oauferenocs and prescatatrcats. TXrrtingtcei 
Arts Centre Dartington Hall (01803-863073) 
Tbday A Sun, phone for details 

Gravesend 


Sooty fa Space Rut-Sled trip to Ihc MUfy 
VVhy for all the family. WooddUc HaBi Civic 
Centre, WSndmffl Street (01474-337460) 
Tbday 1pm & 330pm. phone for details. 

London 


Vnbkad Gradeua 0T Raw Evocation of n 
Roman tandrcaped garden as it nti^ii hare 
appeared in ihc oghLccnlh century. Accade- 
mia hatiana Grosvenor Hacc SWl (0171- 
235 COCO) O Hyde Part Comer. Moo-Stm 
Iftun-Opm. end 1 May. £4, cows £2. 


One-day c Bravagima for bird keepers. 
Alexandra Paktcr Wool Greco N22 (0181- 
365 2121) BR: Afiaondra Palace. Sun 
tiJOatn-^nn. £5. ouoca £4, child £1. under 
5s free. 

RacycSoE ExUbuioo of work from 34 con- 
temporary designer* using recycled materi- 
als. Crzrfc Conned Pauraivillc Rood Nl 
(017 1-27S 7700) O Kings Crenar AngcL Tue- 
Sat 1 )am-6pm. ends 21 Ape. bee. 

Ltrcdaa Boob Frir Wide range of rare, anti- 
quarian and secondhand books, maps, 
engraved and decorative prints. HotdRus- 
seff Rowell Square WCl (0171-837 6478) 

9 Russell Square. Sim 2pro-7pm. 15 Apr. 
llnm -7pm. tree. 

Harttwa /faBtraea Frir Wide duptay of jew- 
dkoy. saver, glass. cnaiocK prints, paint- 
togs, c eram ic s aod much mote. Kenriryjon 
Pdoc r Hotel Dc Vere Garefani W8 (D171- 
9378121) Sun Ham- 5pm. £1. 
traudon On IDs Exploring a centenary of 
Bm in the capiul looking at way* London 
let. been used as both the nsnirtg and mb- 
jea of Qmmaking. Museum Of London 
Loodeo (0171-600 36W)-e Barbkare 
The- Sat 10am-5 JOpot. Sun 12oiMn-550pm. 
ends 27 Oct. £350. cones £L75. 
aroSaa A Marie OfTka S« Daditional 
nude with performers including Skinncr'v 


Rats, tire Shanty Crew and Boron's Cafl. 

SSf^Ufi 

lives and diseoveiies of exptarerc Sr Frra>® 

Drake, Chpotie James Cook and Str John 

Franidin. Ends 30 June. 

OfTTSe Stocks Unique rrconJ of the life 
and work c£ Britain’s R»^al Dockyards ut 
the e i ff ti l«*nth ccnluiy. National Marian* 
Musom Romney Road SElO (0181-858 
4422) BR; Maxe HiB. MonSun 10aan-5fan. 

ends 30 Oa £55ft cones £45ft ch3d £3, 

family £16. 

SpriWffarfesaR Mr Ow 150suppiien 


Bqifai Uva Stage verakri of die children's 
idevisfoa programror. Com Exchange 
Wheeler Street <01223-357851 ) Today 
1 inm. 2(an & 4 JOpm, Sun 2fxn 4 4J0pm, 
£7. ccmcsfli. 


W Baba had The Tfaef Of Bagdad Playtime 
Produakni's chow for cMitieo Ca llages. 
Made we Theme The Friars (01227-787787) 
Sun 2pnu £450. dnld £4. 

Cartfiff 


VBAc SWps A look at the historical and cal- 
rnrai bratiignxmd of (hose saitiog vessels. 
WeUt Industrial dc Maritime Museum Bate 
Street (01222-481919) Ends 21 Apr, phone 
for details. 

Cars ha ttop ... 


Trios Am Mcrarai Musical venitm of 
Hans Christian Andersen'S tales for ages 
four to eleven, diaries Cntr Studio Theatre 
High Street (0)81-7704950) 13 & J4 Apr.- 
22Wpm, £450. cotKs £4. 


point, and pfflcbwodtabo lectures and 
mnkshops. Ctpnpto Hmmnccaiiilh Road 
-W14 (0171-603 3344) 4> Eads 
CbuitiOympla. Tbday 9J0am-S JOpm. Sun 
9J0Dm-5pm. £8, cones £7. dtfd £5. 

Barariy Alfa Banal Ba fe* Original ice bal- 
let for all the family with music and lyrics 
David Eraex. Rami Albert HaH Kensington 
Gore SW7 (0171-589 8212) ■» High Street 
KemJngton. Tbday &Sun. 2J0pm * 

7 JOpm. £10-£25. 

Sm Ha! Edtibitfan Cor and about viators 
with special needs, rating qaestiocs about 
society ”iit how it capes with the issue of 
disabiliiv.Saoiee Museum ExMHtfan Road 
SW7 (0171-938 8080) « South Kratingfoti. 
Mon-Sun i0am-6pm.cnd>30JuiK.£5- 
ccvk3 £2.60. 

Ofalafara Live production of the popular 
TV stow, Wembley Arena Empire Way 
(0181-900 1234) «■ Wfanbtey Part TbJay & 
Sun, I JOpm A 7Jt^Jtn.£19-£225a 


Joranean Sheila 
nine's journey through Asia to cfisajver 
more otvnrt its textiles. Piu Briers Museum 
South Parks Road (01865-270927) Mon-Sat 
lpm-4 JOpm. ends 30 Apr, bee. 





C—lailauj. Major spring auction, indud- 
b% res) dual amtcnis fcwtr Eibridgn 
House, Stodmanh, Thestwy (lOJOam). 
The Canterbury Auction Galleries, 40 Sta- 
tion Road West (01227-763337). 

, DMfaglau, Someraei: -Small Bwaiyof 
books, indnding Vr(onan botany, plus 
furniture, ceranio, pictu'es. Hiesday 
( I lam). WeliingtiMi Sahrrccms, Oitian 
Haase, Mantle Street (01823-664815). 
Miwhrti Sporting sale fishing laekte. 
trophies, taxidermy, books, gtm ftientres. 
Monday (^un). Vast's Ttnersalls 101638- 
561313). 

farahat D u yto m Exncut-r's sale of boots, 
phs shipping pine rep oductfon and con- 
temporary furniture and effects. Monday 
(1pm). Barber & 9 ml Tower House Sale- 
room, Maer Lane (01 <0-653402). 

Boatoa Spa: Named 1 .ramies plus lighten, 
peas, jeweller). lu t£. -illage haft Monday 
(tiJOpm) 

(Malct>lin , s01977-'4H97lL 
Raailit Garden .Ttactainety. tools and 
equipment - us •wets, stnmmcre. chttin- 
saws, hedge cutters and turnery stock, next 
Saturday (10am) at the Cattle Market. 
Great Knotty’s Street. ThiroMeby & Shore- 
land (01743-5086110). 

ScrtiMiplac Contents of a Chinese 
restaurant and a pmeral wholesaler's nock 
□f consumables, electrical gOJtfc, house- 
hold ware and dconingproduas, TbiiTS- 
day f likun) at 72-94 Mmbank Street, 
Northam. Millhanks (01703-228179). 
Vrimiiihaij. New taicfaenjlia and cotn- 
tnercial catering equ^jment, Utesday 
(Ham) al the Gtoucesief Roadlhidiag 
Estate. HDdnch &Co (01666-822577)- 
nkirimJimi A warehmtseman's stock - 
loys. drapery, fancy goods. Wed (Liam) at 
308 Summer Lane, Aston. Stevens Cham- 
pion & Slater (0121-643 1942). 

SwfadaK Computers and peripherals, 
to m o r row (1030am) at tbe Pari South 
Junior School, Abiek Symons (Hi 722- 
413337). 

BatNorfb Compucrs. next Saturday 
(llnm) al the Auction Rooms, 26 Newham 
Street. Wilson Peacock (01234-266366). 

Antiques Trade Gosetie (0171-930 4937k 
Government Auction News (0171-353 7300. 
Ftu-U-Back Hcdine 0336-4234881 


FAIRS 


nr** Chafaoa Art Mr. Chetaea Old Uwn 
Haft Fri- Sun Amman 0)444-482514). 
Epvam Jfa c agaaraa, Thesday (Continuity 
Fain 01584-873634). 

■anuulfc Kaat, Gwoiy Stowgrotmd, 
Mahbionc. today aod toao m wv (Tour In 
One Promotions 01455-233495). 

RaSaarN Oriactors, Lee VkHeyLesure 
Centre, Picketts Lode Lane, Edmonton, 
Lomtoo N9. icinorrow (to fhiis 01444- 
400570). 

tffaMMaa Aatiqae ft Cdfaehm at the Dog 

St Far. 5W19, inroomw (0)71-793 o«0). 
Baoa fkl r, tomorrow, Battersea Town Haft 
Lavender Hill. London SWl] (Dccolain 
0181-663 3323). 



f after Easter 


UMTSBRTCXIICIOL him I <C: 930301 VLdiox Ham 
Sue Embartu. Mts*s O qiuoi Klevnum (Vsli>- 
ria). Tbe Rev P.L MacteuSe: £ 15pm Emuof. 
MurriB a E tJJpBiCoovlkie.ThL- Rev JA. Tb*i- 

ffl(IMSIBb8am.845ainfff2llUm5iBigEiKharet. 
Mooerc worn rtiShL Cwm Dr John ; 
l iJtum ftluaaSuafardm Bilst: *pa> Evrav esg. 

Oucen'nerv*x(Scjntsdl.Can-»i RdilBerpBun. 

BBT n OMUL SI ttofariwi bMi Sam ltC. 

Iihm 5tiac EaUuiiu. Ruiur m D; 1 1 .tuna CfaKSt 

Caamtotka. Haim m R .< JUpm Chural Euiaang 
Woml bE OaT 

OBJBFDM CttlBUL Sim HC The va PirwrJ. 
qjuiom linchariM. TIE Rev Janfai iuoac lUSam 
Suds U odudft lielusl ia CH>e Rrt iarqui Intka; 
fact CburalEttowmi * °- The^ Mor Frowst 

fiOOESIDI CflltaUfatvmi RC: lPun Matins, buu- 
fortl a R Sol. The PlrcmUir, llJOjm Sunp Eo- 
duna. Vw w In F. The ftnsakv Prdvntoy. 
JJlfam Ekuh-b*, Blan ” B aw**; tiNIsn branny 
.Service. 

EU CHHE9UL M‘nm HC. llJilam Smg Lu- 

dimL Mau hens tGrtrldi L Com fage; 3.4^pm 

Lstiaaoe. Snmferd in C. 

EUDCESNH CflWBHL Saa HC: IlVISan EfaAaiM. 
Max- Un four w»s iBsnil. Cunn Bujrr Grey. 

lilSpmHCJpmtnanuaiSftaJ'wmo: at.— 

elbi 

GnunmOBSEaVL fam HC The Rw Dr lm Fnh- 
rr. 9 Jltrti Sunr Eodairi Crhcu m IlK fXriaa 
ew*. L’jnon iabn 5eik>tiiU. I Lli«iiWsir.Sw> 
fonl D B Da. Cinrai DueeLn- BrvaUt: h-h^ioi Ewm- 
WBt. Cuco Dt Maureen PitllEr 
KSS081 CBBOUL- Sun HC m OT l' Jlirdr J Lu 
dunu. flirt t >o h the Tieuanr. ILHlnu Matnw 


StmLnU m B Bar. 3 Jffaa Eveawnf. Sanford fa 

B flat. The Precentor- . 

MMCaatnEIBL 750am MamfagftliOTSwnHC 

9.15am FanOv CoamHUint lOJftns Ea- 
rfurtfl. Mm'Smra Hi ppnyna (HjotfaiTC MM 
MKhad Mm JJfJpra Erow ong Sontfad ■*; 
6-Wpm UK Cckhrammrfibe RmmMcnmi.'nie 

OHM. CkW COT* ten HC «OTl Mad m.The 

Aitfaleamn: 1 1 15aa Stan Fndamat. M aw ter fa a 

vcacts lBBd»,CanmRa**-fa« " 


MU 

The treasurer. 3 -MV® 

HNnWBBCWHnaLtenH&9Jfapn«— 15°»: 
ntmriL MrsafaThcsroi (TfanueL&« DS^ 
hue 11am Sung Emkamt. Rhefoe i yr fa E, 
Can™ Abu ft»faaio;h3r^iE«iooi*OOTD«> 
n-pde IlfordL-L The PruraL 
HtoHDinRimLtea HR945a»Miwa. Ire- 
land bi F. I DJuam Sung Euefcaiw. Mkw 

efanaquu |Vk*dlllL Ciwtfcta Ana* L15jm 


danonm IlfaMIfaL 
Lvcmon*. )Luw«»l m A fliv _ . 

SrilBBSCBHOBIL Ham HC. 9Jfam tertEu- 
dvffl^fatf»xiyWocv«(5on^ 

Ham WrtiB Bidun«, Sdadioi m G. b-tOpsa 
Endsray Stanford ia C Cnanc Sana 
nrnim nrnonri *— HT: Aim Matm^ The u- 
braltilE lltun Suhj; Enduria, hKsrtmpet- 
b nxafo (C#c«r;. 7he Dam: tfa Liuuua. 

GiDobUiniwalellhweti’t-CsmjoTtmiM.vatt 

ffilU i 1 *™- .tarn HC- 9.45am Sang EudUML 
ttote m F. rreberatev 1) f. Goodman. 1 1 30na 
Mjikb. SumwiB In IT .Ipm Ereawnc. Rimum a 
1). The Rev P.ll Wittier 

maSinilHHatft: Mm HC: lOJftun Shtfat. 
Vindun vrtHianu m C. Mn Eki^id SaPer 
t I.HiBB Uniurei Weumwtadr awiSfartuide 
, LBlrm ttvmisp’-. Gl<mrenci wivies illinxlhi. 
Can.® Phihp htepin. 


Church services 


CMntHUmOTtrtriiri T-jtboMttOTOTUUaay. 

■Ham Hoh fcodiaris. The He» NJJw C>«rc 9am 
Pariah Escbrnt Tbe Rev NJJS Coat: 1 1 ae Song 
EadbmM. The CaD-rc m Reshlcflcc : 1 2 15pm Huh 
Emiucat. JJQao Ounl Eucanng fiJ0|aa Pimm 
Eream. The Dean. 

0n«f OBBOBL Sam. 9.Uam HC- tnJDam 
Maltov Ye duns of new Jertnalem ( Smart]. 
630pm £<nwt, Brews m D. 
STBBBSCHieKft tea HC9J(ha(>pBa Bcndh 
pU, Yr bOaanLTfaoh Eachoria. tin Swtxa- 
bt, IIJ5aOfaflfafa.S iB Ww8ll)i.lb 
Oaa:lJteC!ari Ii t ain . Wila tiTiBDfa- 
nor. Tbe Caausi 

■tSOL CUta Mriti 8am Mots 9J0aro Bmr9y 
Man 11m Sekmu Maw; 4pa lf»m 

STMCSCSSm.- Ham KC; U5m MaUK 1 In 
Sung Emto ro i. Piuton ing rhnci ac (SduotJcjl. 
Cnuu Jotn tfaltourtrcr i iSpnr Evcnvns. Sec- 
ood unicc IG24flml. Frrbentev Calm buTitevs 
S.15pm Ont » J Rcc ual K* Smart NkMiwl 
MSIU 0IU WO fon HC. 1 0am Maura. Dfwa 
bCCmnni ttonl Hmt; 11.15am AHei Embiriu, 
Suihn in D.Caacu.VnlraiT Haney. 3pm Even- 
vow;. Moeao in D. The Rev Alas Mama; 5.45pm 
Reatal b> Adelaide Gob' Chou; 63Ppm Evening 
Service. The Pr% Dr P3nJ Bra±fan>. 

SOIDMU EJOUSSIL- Uaa Qml Eoriuriai, 
Darke in F. Canon Ro) While; 3pm 
&WgeW faOT u Poim. Lamm Rov *Tatt- 
■BIMMIOl Hnsottl: liB.’Ua. 9am MaU. Ima 
Monroe Pravcr ]P_Vjun Sofaan Man. Ficodica 
BwmfSlKjs'aid'-. 12pm Mm. .1 JOpm Sdcon \ka- 
peh aoJ Heneihe&ds, MagbLeal uctad Inm tSsn- 
awr. 4 ti-m Oi^sr Rrotd bj Jnreph Cafcn. 
v.vpni. Tpa Mres 

CS1CSML V Tut mm meson motm. 

W-wj^ Rcud. 1*2 (OithcvVii Eater hnodav ). 1 2n> 


Earn Laurty. ICknn Miiun. Hum Uu.in Lum- 
gr. SJlfm Cater Vespers, with Biroroiac LTam 

and Chon) Male, nma fa Greek, 
anew, on* doewxm nr« MB sr sx gk» 
OTO^fati, Eamafore Gardcra, SW7 iOn)u>Vu 
EanaSreuLni. I Ins Easter Malum lam Ejuer 

Lunrgj. with (been! Move of the Rkvan am) 2iu- 

0007 'DaAtne. nag m Chanh Sbmne md Enp 
fah. 

MBNA OF ST SVUMtlfa MMA LasKMcr 

Rnd,W]l | OthedraEmtet Sunday k 12am Rev. 
nnecuuo San&r fHlrren/ hr Luster Maam. 
10 Jtiaa Lames, wnh Thidilfoiul SuituM 

Choral Marie, -ante » Omidi Slavonic 
IBttWITOW»BKiSFSTSUBS.b<tmi Gar- 
den*, W8. 11am Morump Pnver. ArdtMsbnp 
Yejhbe Gtsrian 

CtatrifartSr/amcVsPalacc: V.Hcil)C llfam 
Morsms Power. Let God an*- < Lorir 1. Camv J.O. 

C'jSlBfc 

TfafaOTiaifariaMafaar Savoy 1 nil WC2 llam 
HC 

Cfapri farm. Dm of LienVm- « 15am IIC. I lam 
Matos and Sermo n. Horevnl ia A flat. Cuvv 
J r,M.w untphy 

Ckfad Rqo. Haurctm L'rem- hjam HC: Host 
Maths. Won! id E. 3-Vyvn En.-n»«rt 
GnnmwCfaHL Srech Audlcv Hceet Wl: 8 15am 
HC I lam Sang Frehiaht. Thr Rv't Sm n 
farts Chfari, WtCmpirei BunaiU. SWl. Ham 
Maos* Mom pfaram Loid id V, Ic 1 Luid 1. Tht- Km 
Jreatiun Gnsp:. I2pra HC 
Cfad taptd Prim SWT; Ham Mmuat fotn 
Dam ( mini i JeluuunU Cuxu IVtet l.'wvL. 
feytilboi (tap Ckm*. tiros* vh SL IV I lam Sunr 
Enehanu. [take m F. TK. fti One Fuuiti. 

■ KriM faH fast Bynd Slrrel. F.|-> 1 1 am vun: 
Enduita. The Tfav Ian C- Thucvti «>. 

M Im fa. Mm^rel baert. Wl. L,~ M,.. 


IU JtLiin Munune )V jjvr. I Iwn I lirh Mm Darke 
in F. Thr Rev li. D.rtfc- fi.lfpm Liw Man. hpm 
S- 4crnu LreSKfaf: aod Benedicts «. TV- Vif* 

■ Saaa.niBK)Hmfa^S1M> tasHOl.t'amSufa 
Euehanri. Tl.lbm Fandy Earturfa; 6pnt Sung 

Ewiiifflie 

nfaan-.Larghani Ptare. Wl/wnltC. I lam Ore-n 
8cnn. The Kn Raai Tire; 6-V>pm. The Ret Dr 
tutui stmt. 

CM9aMChnh.UWCburd1SU1.v1.SW? santHC, 
MiaCNUren'cScivK*: UaoiMalutsTheRevDr 
P £-M: II I5pn f(C: epra LiTitung. ihu Rev Dr 
P Ehv 

OTrOTfa llr.mptni Road. SW7 OamlK.ltKRm 
Ssrew Dnvnlm: Mam InlnrraJ Scivs*,Tht Rev 
Iidai (bnv 5rwi. T-tam InSanul Serwe.The Rev 
Nk-fct Let 

HMhrtl Pima Cm el Road. SW7 OrimEu- 
durot: I loro CWal Mutniag Prayei. The Rev 
t-E-M Cbum: llilf-pm Uno. 

SfctN HrtK IfoBvnu. HT. 'J.Vfan Sane 
Mi-v Ham Mvmn Mom. Mc'.ve w>limu'IL' 
I LariUiK). TTr Kl-v Kmt Miens. 
SfefaiI.FhvtStrcvi.KCT 1 1 dl CWal Milan and 

titsJisnu. Muuan m U Bat. Caiam /«ta Owes 
*■-9540 Oseal Evens vie. aanknd mt j. Canon Ltfoi 
« laic 

UOna Dana, SiramL WC2: 1 laianmnl Miimv 
llcLmd in F. The Rev Kifrio Nobir 
SCMfasrr't Phtfaish Ginfcir. SW> «6m Ilf; 

1 l-un Suuc LasharrJ, OarLc n L. The Rev 1 Vine 
St Cnrua's. (Jk-muonli Sued. NWI. In sum 
Maims 1 1 jm >4cma Mro.Camm i WSUwvm. 
Sfawts's. Hh-mrJwp Wav [vindun WCl; Ittim 
Sune trebartn: '-Jtl[qD Fvcreof; Punri 
SEasip s. I Luv a«i . Wl: K.1tam TIC. Ham 
Sunr Tafard. WTiMaeh « l». Tlie Rietiv 

2 boast llccjdlllv: S.VUm HC. I lam .Smg Lu- 
dwtia, 71» Rn DxiilJ Honv 5.4 Sjwi Ciunng 
Fia«or 


St faaet SinwxOurdem. WZ. ten HC. Ill.Vtw 
Sour Lisharut. The Rev Andrew Mchhum; hpm 
Ewuyfag. 

afartlMawdlTSB.Nin HC 9 JOam. Ilwa 

Fansb CuntmmuD. The Rev Ala Kns UOpm 
EtvnmgProsic. Tbe Rev Clare (lendn. 
smpm faridfafaa CUtietHm. ec«- 
En^urvl, Erie UrlfOshs 

II MO'S. Ilvjc Pori Crocem,*? ten HC. Item 
ftmsh Crnmamoiu. MrvZtfcna MeMulhm: (eX^un 
RrauM Scm.-e.Thc PrvtatynTcitT 
a/OTt SttatOmf B n ral nay . £15: IlsnKairivCrec- 
muuret.'nK Rev Ibnid RjdaavkfeJ^mHCTbc 
Rev ISavM Rniunk. 

awn Ikfa aw* NW» Ham KC 9.tibm hrah 
Gwummuir, I lam Sung b'lnharm. The Vicar 
» Ufat Sutoer SrrccL SW\- itam HC luJuam 
Mrtrni nt Prayer and HC. Tbe Rc» Gviald 
Bvaitvhfltnp; hJOaoi brenodg Save m. Lord 
fPauvi.-), The Gerald Bcaodump 

Itipn Mtarqe Lower Tlmora Street. bO: Ham 
\4cmnM*.' 

RlBiarars. Wrt mower Abher Ham Subp lir 
ihart-i. Mima hrevt* {Wafcnnl. The Rrv Dr [\nd 
Ikixhhjn'. 

BtaVc Rtvm'v Rate Rood. HWt. ibm I K: >U5jm 
Famib 1'isrnnunku. llaD5uaslsBduTDi.TTk.Rcv 
Tivn I k-vumhirc iiaa. 

S Brt afa BoflsMs. WC2 ten HC, 9 a$« tu. 
ihanO. The Her H aitiucJ Sdtuneouare H Jib a 
lw-4vii<Limfcn Vivk£.lhL- Rev Clue llerion; 
r.45jmi Chmew Scrfaae. He Rcr CMben U*.5pm 
Own) Evaureys klfai Lncninp Scrrtao.The Em 
Ikratord S-'hilrwirmna. 

B R»T afcsn. Veil apt Umr. Wit; ham I Ks s.kjam 
PartvhrodwrJ. The Rn F.OeHU 1 1.15am Clh/od 
Main The bv F.PdS; 12.9OTi 1 HI Mfai Lvrn- 

v«;MrH PMn 

B fan OTteOTO. Kcnmonon Part K>uJ. SF.II 
■i.o tam Marmr. Praia; irtm Partdi MiVm 


Wriu 4pm Evonaig Serna ifadwteg BenaSamnr. 
5pm Mom 

Staj t. Brwme SbtcLSWl- 9am. Kfaa La* Mass 
I Ion Hipb Maw. Mixu papac marceSi iPaksm- 
naKfra Erenunpaad BrooiomreTfan Lm Mast 

I Barra Prtmroc IU. NWI fom Ire inJOam 

g^lvh The Rev Dand ten; bpm 

Pnjn and MediUBoo. 

BBhfarimi m^fa. Bedtml PbA. W4 ton HC 
Item IhBdi Endunc 6J0mn Evcam 

w l !Mf RC H S “fff a ?' S * f,: WBlBCHfadi. 
FlalT (four ham HC. Mr Maknta Maiuw tea 

Informal Eve ning Service, Mi Hareev Mures 
SMomCiaon lt.vid.NWl: 1'LVlJm SnDe Mive 
epmChonlErenmop. ^ 

» Rfart. Eaum Square. SWl: ft Dam HC, Item 

5l'ra!£!^ ,r iJ EuCtana “*»»«- 

ri»l Pahatnna). Fi W p. Kcfn. 

R Skfain'i, tikwecaier Road, SW7. ftm SaaLow 
K^vof Dm**. 
Bthtert. Kvnr Unc, LC2. 1 lam Suw Mao. Mb- 
vaihmorecalkrViadreBL The Rev AaivnSemok- 

man ■ ” 

hrtfa taufai Fleet Street. F.C«. sjrtun HC 

II I5aa Mrerunp Prayer, Wood id E.Tbc Maser. 

UfeB6fariMtfaRlfal$ica,!»kllaia 

no: R« i.4bim I MacLcjd. 6.311am, nie H,v 
Culum I. Mart nil 

ftaf ichurefi of Seulandi, knadl Street, 
kltarita totate Warwick Street. Wl- tou 

Latin M*vs, Manhn tour 

rntaMTallny ljpm. 4pm, 

Fn Snfa. W| ten. V-htaD Mm; 1 Sotena 

i1S2Swg! ’iSZ^ H AB,hnnr 

Ifathatej Rfompivq KeiJ, SWT. Tam. Sam. 9am. 


I tea Mass llamSotenmtte&.MeaawncadpaS' 
tat teas iTjsrot; UJDpm ftt™; 3 JOpm Satemn 
Ad repos ogre dopes fWiduupon). 
4 Ann. 7rm Mm. 

lfa faol faifart ari gar trig Station Rood, ftape 
Eaft SE3k 945am Rornry: Item THdenlfac Mhb. 

Oytata.HclbaraViato.Ea: ULWam, Andomy 

taMBMart Wl: 1 ten HC Donald 
I look- Doreen natT&Jftm, Bnaa FriaL 
tatiri* tatta B M Rosslyii HdL Hasm. 

ucM. NW3: 11am. The Rev Judah VbBrer-RteK 

7pm Fveufaf Service. 

faw UrtaCfaccL PabreQanlem 'fcrraee. WB: 
» lam. The Rot Jubaana Bocfce. 
W^M^SttoA'eCfamh.OklMarste. 

Road, Wl: 1 Urn. Mia* Maty Ta&cy. 
a/taOT'lJia ftugual Lane, NW3: 11am. TV He* 
Maigairr Taybr . 

f V h^ t ? C '^ gn ^* lud: ••'-tamMormiig Services, 
h .mpm Evening Semoe. 

^s?ssaffl!3as2ttr 


Lmhcraa Chora] Tfcvpen. The Revfci-U 
Sauni ey 

SS8S85-?* assess 

(Mnbodi* I. C6, Paul, ECl : 9.4Sam - 
”S-Tbc Rev PRnuld Crows 1 lam Mrentae Sn- 
^Thc Rev F.RouU Crem. 
Ri th ifa i faitetafl a ilcpeii il mEvnratacalLBrek- 
Owe. SWl ■ 1 lam.fsJSWoffttKnUL 

; 

St MaranS iSSlWi IlX fetatatfa^fa^r 
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■ • A&TJ!T?Z or tne emer e efTC Y services since 
' two underground fires 

: ; ~^feaeathSD!Mtttf«Jd Market In 1958 and 
. twWntfS Cross disaster of 1987. (1776). 

: ^ ock Wfest CJoHn Dahl 1992 gsj 

•: ^less drifter Nicolas Cage is mis- 

■ ^ a h ’rt nan-aid sent to kill Lara Flynn 

.- * :- -S3*: P’ter the-real assassin... (312115). 

rfV'* -- ■■•••,* .Omnftius 10.10nm RR£1 frw (mm 


MBennhifli &40am R4. SIx pro- 


V wn»m which speoaTris in different fields give 

:’ : SS!lSKSl£lE!? w 2 I ? 1 Sl sbrtln s wfth 

*?£ - ?-»- J c »■?• V.* \'h ■':■■■-■' «.-:■■ ■ ,-• . ^PdiraiHSt . Noriko Hama ,' who foresees Europe 

^$£i2y. £ '■ /■ r: '■ .'•-•"4: i .:r >-■- .' : Wl ;into a patchwork of aty-states. 


Tlte Works 8pm BBC2.; New series of unusual 
tales from the worlds of art and design begins 
with an engineer discovering a fatal flaw Id the 
skyscraper he designed -.(above) (6351): • - 
Without wails:; the Elgin Marties 9pm C4. 
Wilnam G Stewart presents ah unusual 
verson of hfs daytime rame show fifteen to 
One, to show that the Eigln.MartJles should be 
burned to Greece Y9534L . '. 

Film: -Apartment Zero ~ 12.30am B6C2 
(Martin Donovan 1988 UJQ.Just two words: 
Colin Firth (50833,1. -V:: ' 


It's a Cat’s. Life 9pra R2.-The unheafthy.Brftish 

obsession with cats- one in tour homes One, 
£533m spent on cat food each year,, the' cat 
population expected to hit eight million 'in 200Q 
- comes ureter scrutiny from Willie ftushtari. 


Modern Times 9pm B6C2. Tftirteen-yeaMrfd' 
Ellen Morgan Jfyes-hvetjte in New 2e^a«£ H 
she goes hone! to America sheTi be fote& to 
live with her lathe’' who, 'she says, seouily 
abused het 7hfe fcha toftow-up to a 19E©fflni 
documenting her Jilght (8727)/ • : : 

Madson 9-30pra BBCl: iao McShane- drops. 
Lartjoy for this new: (tatter rote as Vman who ’ 
served eight years tor a murder he didn't com^ 
raitr gaining a law degree while inside. Now he 
wants to become a solicitor (above) (233659).- 


Kby Wftness 835pm R4. Sir Frank Roberts, 89- 
■this year and one of the fast Foreign- Office: 
mandarins from the era of empire* Iremembeis' 
meetings, wtth Stalin, Tito, and Khrushchev in toe 
fkst of three conversions wtth Alan Vftteon. ; 



Analysis 8pm R4. "Oeftsfog the' ftopula&an 
Bomb*. Ever since Mafthus, peoptehare worried 
about there be^ too many other people. Richard 
D North looks at the case for ..thinking that an 
expanding population maynotbesuchaproblern. 


BBCl 


7.30 Jim Henson's Animal Show (7536820) 

7.55 Playdays fS; (4731820). 

8.15 Italiamssimo (R) (4472220). 

8- 30 Breakfast wtth Frost James Goldsmith and 

Yehudi Menuhin have an early start (54462) 

9- 30 Glimpses of God (R) (5231 707). 

9.45 first Light Includes an interview with the parents 
of Ecstasy death teenager Leah Betts (874004). 

10.15 See Heart (S) (B660S5). 

10.45 This Multimedia Business (R) (S) (4598714) 

1 1.00 Hidden Empire (R) (SJ (8714). * 

11 JO My Brilliant Careen Derek Hatton (R) (SJ (9443). 

12.00 CountryFile (S) (9 6004). 

1230 On the Record (82630). * 

1 JO EastE nders Omnibus (R) (S) (7414530). * 

2.50 BISS Calamity Jane (David Butler 1 953 US). Big, 
bouncy musical western, with Doris Day at her 
most likeable as the tomcat romancing Howard 
Keel's Wild Bill Hickok (69448998). * 

4 JO ffiteback. Viewers’ complaints (873J92 7). 

5.10 Masterchef 1996. Chef Germain Schwab and 
Ulrika Jonsson are the guest tasters (5699288). * 

5.45 News; Weather (222998). * 

6.05 Regional News (663882). 

6. 10 Songs of Praise From the Holy Trinity Church, 
Leicester fS> (269882). * 

6.45 Antiques Roadshow. From Braxboume in 
Hertfordshire (SJ (9695301 * 

7 JO Hamish Macbeth Alex's book programme on 

Lachie Jr's pirate radio station leads to a rash 
literary interest in Lochdubh (SJ (656714). * 

8 JO Birds of a Feather. The one where Tracey, Sharon 

and Darien become sure that Chigwdl’s new 
resident is the Princess of Wales (R) (84291 7). * 

8.50 News; Weather (882795). * 

^ 9.05 BEES The Addams Family (Barry Sonnenfeld 
1991 US). Enjoyable fiimisation of the TV series 
goes back to the original New Yorter cartoons of 

Charles Addams for its look and ghoulish sense of 
humour. Some excellent casting too, with Anjelica 
Huston as Morticia, Raul Julia as Gomez, 
Christopher Uoyd as Uncle Fester and the striking 
Christina Ricci as Wednesday (S) (38653820). * 

10.40 Heart of the Matter. David Plrttnam, director of 
The Killing Fields, returns to Cambodia to explore 
the new killing fields created by thousands of 
unexp loded landmines (14891 7). 

11.20 BEGS In My Daughter’s Name (Jud Taylor 1992 
US). After a teenage girl's rapist and murderer is 
acquitted, the girl’s mother takes matters into her 
own hands. Stars Donna Mills (SJ (1 7991 7). * 
12JS0 Weather (2698825! To 12.55am. 

REGIONS. Nl: 2.50pm Now You're Talking. 3.20 Irish 
Cup Soccer Special. 4.10 The Pink Panther Show. 


Sunday television and radio 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


6.1 5 Open University: Pure Maths (7673269). 6.40 
Maths Methods (8675207J. 7.05 Antony and 
Cleopatra Workshop (641699SJ. 7.30 Biology; A 
Tale of Two Celts (7534462). 7.55 Public Space. 
Public Wbriv (4720714). 8.20 Shooting Video 
History (45SS743J. 

9.10 Children's BBC: The Family Ness. 9.15 The All 
New Pbpeye Show. 9.40 Highlander. 10.05 The 
Littlest Pet Shop . 10.30 Grange HilL 10.55 The 
Ant and Dec Show. 1 1 .20 Charlie Brown and 
Snoopy Show. 

1 1.45 Star Trek (R) (931 4269). * 

12-35 The 0 Zone. PJ & Duncan tour Japan (3748424). 

1.05 Singled Out (S) (86909269). 

1.25 Pofice Squad (R) (86903085). 

1.50 The History Man. The English Civil War Society 
help i lluminate the events of 1648 (51309S0JJ. 

2.00 BB9 Moonfleet (Fritz Lang 1955 US). 

Stewart Granger, George Sanders and Joan 
Greenwood become involved with smugglers in 
mid- 1 8th-century Dorset (9496066). 

3 J5 BUM The Prisoner of Zenda (Richard Thorpe 
1952 UK). Stewart Granger again, this time 
starring opposite James Mason in this, the third 
screen version of Anthony Hope’s swashbuckler 
(31957240). 

5.05 Rugby Special. Highlights from Bristol v Leicester 
(S) (6426207). 

6.05 Haunt of the Fishing Owls. The African Owl (R) 
(S) (781627).* 

6 J5 Rebellion. This 250th anniversary of the Battle of 
Culloden drama-documentary tells the story of the 
Jacobites in the first half of the 18th century, 
when they sought to restore the Catholic Stuart 
kings to the British throne. What - and miss out 
on those whacky Hanovarians? (710191). * 

7.25 Culloden Peter Watkins' film recreating the battle 
of Culloden. See Preview, p28 (2792004). * 

8 J5 Fantasy Football League. Melvyn Bragg and Alan 
Davies are on the lads's sofa (S) ( 751 1 1 7). 

9.05 Goff- US Masters 1996. Steve Rider introduces 
coverage of the closing holes of the final round 
from Augusta (Due to live golf coverage following 
progra mme subject to change) (SJ (98994379). 

12.00 BIS The Phenix City Story (Phil Karison 1955 
US). Reportedly gripping newsreel-style recreation 
of the battle against corruption in an Alabama 
town, with the documentary technique taken to 
absurd lengths. An actor playing one of the murder 
victims was apparently made to wear the dead 
man’s clothes (Then Weathervrew) (70202). 

2.00 The Learning Zone: FETV Short Cuts: Job Seeking 
and Interviews (28009). 4.00 Suenos: World 
Spanish (44221). 5.00 Business and Work 
(67738). 5.30 Winning (85047). To 6.00am. 


6.00 GMTV 6.00 The Sunday Review. 6.30 News and 
Sport 7.00 The Sunday Programme (87288). 

8.00 Disney Dub (S) (82986849). 

10.15 Link (SJ (5058191). * 

10 JO Morning Worship. From Fort Regent, Jersey (SJ 
(99882). * 

11.30 Blessed Are They. The composer John Tavener 
considers the biblical text Blessed Are the Pure in 
Heart (S) (6553085). • 

11.55 ChalkeTalk (S) (8347530). 

12 JO Crosstalk (19443). 

1.00 News, Weather (42760578). * 

2.10 Jonathan Dimbleby (5) (3444820). 

2.00 Yesterday's Heroes. Footballing legends George 
Best and Rodney Marsh (3527). 

2 JO The Sunday Match. Live coverage of Charttor 
Athletic v Derby County (5 4214627). 

5.20 The London Programme. Ex-Arsenal boss George 
Graham talks about his sacking over allegations of 
a £425.000 “bung" (1 155356). 

5.50 Local News, Weather (708733). * 

6.15 News, Weather (1441 72). * 

6 JO Surprise! Surprise! (SJ (39240). * 

7 JO Doctor Finlay. Costume medical drama set in the 

late 1940s. Janet finds a day-old baby abandoned 
on the doorstep of Arden House (5J (5091 7). * 

8.30 Ybu*ve Been Framed! (R) (S) (9608). * 

9.00 News, Weather (890375). * 

9.15 BOB Lethal Weapon II (Richard Donner 1989 
US). Patsy Kensit as Mel Gibson’s love interest? 
Things can only get better - and they do. Just. 

The weakest of the trio of Lethal Weapon 
movies carries a plot about a South African 
drug syndicate somewhere in there among the 
smash-bang-wallop (362559). 

11.15 The South Bank Show. Sting profiled. See 
Preview, above (S) (91 6849). * 

12.15Theatrelaiid. Sheridan Moriey presents the 
London theatre magazine, which indudes the 
RSCs Taming Of The Shrew and an interview with 
Josie Lawrence (92931). 

12.45 Sledse Hammer (91202). 

1.15 Ngaio Marsh: Died m the Wool An Inspector 
Alleyn mystery from 1978, with George Baker 
again impersonating Ngaio Marsh's police officer. 
It's 1942, and rather than doing his bit, Alleyn is 
rather curiously tracking down a missing New 
Zealand sheep farmer's wife. That’s his story, 
anyw ay (207806). 

3.00 BIS Nightwafk (Jerrold Freedman 1989 US). 
Murder witness Lesley- Anne Down becomes the 
target of professional hit man Robert Urich. 
Goodness - is that the time? (SJ (900486). * 

435 Shift (R) (899231 8). 

5 JO News (72573). To 600am. 


Channel 4 


6.15 Trans World Sport (R) (6322004). 

7.10 Take 5 (S) (5694733). 

7.40 The Magic School Bus (S) (751 5337). 

8.10 Sonic the Hedgehog (7886714). 

835 The Trap Door (42431 72). 

8.40 Blast Off (5) (5626789). 

8 JO Biker Mice from Mars (R) (8507849). 

9. 15 Saved by the Bed (R) (868443). • 

9.45 Dumb and Dumber (SJ (8281022). 

10.00 Insektois (5033882). 

10.15 Sister Sister (S) (859795). 

10.45 Wise Up (5) (858066). 

11.15 NBA Raw. Focus on Salt Lake City, home to the 
the Utah Jazz basketball team (848849). 

12.15 Mission Impossible (102559). * 

1.15 BUS All at Sea (Charles Frend 1957 UK). The 
last of the Ealing comedies suffers In comparison 
with its illustrious predecessors. Alec Guinness 
plays the scion of a sea-faring family He simply 
doesn't have sea legs, so takes over the running of 
a holi day pier instead (590085). * 

2.45 HUM Very Important Person (Ken Anna kin 1961 
UK). A delicious cast - James Robertson Justice, 
Leslie Phillips, Stanley Baxter, Eric Sykes, Richard 
Wattis - send up the prisoner-of-war camp movie 
genre (6103673 3). * 

4.35 The Pink Panther Show (5320820). 

5.05 Blue Wilderness. Dolphins (8087287). * 

535 Hollyoaks (R) (S) (43391 7). * 

6.05 Babylon 5 (475356). * 

7.00 Triumph of the Nerds. See Preview (S) (3375). * 

8.00 Encounters: Outback Fitters. The story of 
itinerant troupes aftentbaxers raving the small 
mining towns of the Australian Outback at the turn 
of the century - and of Michael Karatiana, who 
now carries on the tradition laid down by his 
grandfather (S) (9795). * 

9.00 Deep Sleep. Secret History repeat detailing the 
shocking experiments conducted on depressed 
and mentally ill people in British-run hospitals in 
Australia between 1963 and 1978 (R) (9559). * 

10.00 BB9 The Cowboys (Mark Rydell 1972 US). “One 
of the most torpid cattle drives since the invention 
of motion pictures," reckoned Pauline Kael of this 
late John Wayne movie in which the Duke hires 
11 boys to help him drive his cows across country. 
Pretty to look at but the message -violent 
revenge is good- comes straight out of a Michael 
Winner picture (39916288). * 

1235 Football Rafla. Napoli vAC Milan (5429009). 

125 BUB Jana-Aranya/The Middleman (Satyajit Ray 
1975 India). A young paduate comes face to face 
with corruption when he starts work in a small 
business in a satire set in modem Calcutta 
(84387776). To 3.50am. 


ITV/Regions 


As London ercepfc 2-OOpm A World of Viton*? <352 /). 
2JO Kick Off LwoJ (873065m 535 Hefctaom 
(43S37&). 12.15am Film: Crazy Moon (-190912}. 
135am Hate* Babylon (34420091 340am Shift 
K034592JL 340am Ffcit Btondtfs Bfe Moment 
Q9S5399J. 5.00-5-3 Oam Fumy Business (875821 

TnCMSYonanRE 

Ai London eaccpt: 1235pm finer NeMSweek (37345/11 
torfer The Panels That Be (37505591 2.00 Munte. 
She Wtate (38655301 2J5 Fare Kim (899301 72>- 
505 RoboOop (73721531 12.15am 7yne: Hitfiway to 
Heaven (3315731 tote Vtaui Match (3315731 1.15am 
Hire Jorao ha Ghuiam ( 94313399 1 4J)0am Profife 
(465529501 4.15-5 JOam Jobfinto (63810801 

CENTRAL 

As London except: 12_30ptn Central Newsweek 
(37557141 200 Good Advice 05271 230 The Cen- 
tral Match - Live \S42l4627j. 520 Stuntmastm 
(81 78443). 540 Our House (4346461 lZJSamThe 
War of the Worlds (3315731 435am Jobfinder 
(83367381 530-530m Asian Eye ( 1182202} 


As London aoapk 12J25pm Vtfesfc bogs with Dunfear 
(373451 IX Wales.- God. Sex. Drugs and Rock h' Ro» 
(373451 11 240 Brunerdate (50455301. 2J50 West- 
Wea Match Plus (75085781 Wales: Soccer Sunday 
(7508578). 3-50 Mtesh Getaways (76785277. Wales: 
House (76785271 4220 Fibre Agatha Christie's A 
Caribbean Mystery (590578491 12.15am West 
Fare Stand Up Virgin SoUera (490912). Wales: Bint 
Crazy Moon (490912). 1.55am Hotel Babylon 
(34420091 240am Shift (40345921. 340am F*re 
Blonde's Sg Moment (29853991 5.00-5JOvn Fun- 
ny Bifiiness (875921. 

HENMAN 

As London except: 1230pm Seven Days (94772401 
ZOO The Making of Broken Arrow (3527). 230 The 
Meridian Matdi - Live (B0166068L SJO saQuest DSV 
(6 412004X 12.15am Fibre Crazy Moan (490912). 
USSm Hotel Babylon (3442009). 240am Shift 
(40345921. 3.40am Fibre BkvxJk* B1« Moment 
(2985399). &00-&30an Funny Business (87592). 

WHTOJUHTRT 

As London except 12JDpnr Westcountry Update 
(37557141 2DODopwith Dunbar (35271 230 West 
rarty Match (72373561 SLlOAOsck ftai (8762733L 
3^0 Fhc ftrti «j Mrtn (92967S4SL 5ul5 DrOulm. 
MedcteeWbman (73783371 1215m Fftn: Crazy Ntaon 
(4909121 U>5am Hotel Babylon (3442009). 240m 
Shift (40345921 340m Ffcre Blonde* Big Moment 
(29853991 54Xt&30m Funny Buaness (875921. 


As C4 except 6JSam Transworid Sport (6322004). 

7.10 Tate Five (56347331 830 The Adventures olServ 
c the HedaghOB (78867141 1015 HoDpaks (8597951 
1045 Sister Sister (8580661 L 15 Ningakn (7914431. 
2JLSTbcynTymor (1827951. 3.15 Wise Up (128337). 
3.45 Gunner's Travels (3100661 5.30 Robol y Cm 
1405242691 7.25 Dechrau Canu Dechrau Canmct 
(5475301 755 Newyddon (3976081. 8JXJ Sul Y Fftn 
(249 J 1 71 &50 Smamog Hapua Taith 0 Amgyfch Byd 
Twm Mays (7514431 9J30 Sath Ar Y Sul (5225271 

10.10 Fire Diamond Skulls (508511). 1145-1 -30am 
Fibre Bad Behaviour (349608.1 


Radio 


Choice 


Satellite 



Radiol 

B7.B-99.8Wb FU 

7.00am Kevin Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 2.00 Trevor Nelson's 
Rhythm Nation 4.00 UK Top 40 

7.00 Ministry of Sound 8.00 Radio 
) Rock Show 10.00 Andy Kershaw 

12.00 Mary Anne Hobbs 

4.00- 6.3 Oam CJive Warren 

Radio Z 
amaft-FM) 

7.00am Don Maclean 9.05 Steve 
Wright's Sunday Love Songs 11.00 
Parkinson’s Sunday Supplement 
jLOO Desmond Carrington 3.00 
fenny Green 4.00 Let’s Dance 
4J0 Sing Something Simple 5.00 
Pam Ayres 7.00 Hugh Scully 8 JO 
Sunday Half Hour 9.00 Alan Keith 

10.00 The Passion of Stephen 

. Sondheim 12.05 Steve Madden 

3.00- 6.00am AJex Lester 

Radio 3 

OU824|RrFV 

7.00am Sacred and Profane. With 
Paul Guinery. 

8.55 Choice of Three. 

9.00 Brian Kay’s Sunday Morning. 

12.15 Music Matters. 

1.00 News; Trading Places. (3/5). 
1-25 The Sibelius Symphonies. 

Michael Oliver introduces the 
opening concert from the 
SibeRus Symphony Weekend at 
the Barbican. See Choice, above. 

3.00 Spirit of the Age. 

4.00 Harewood House Concerts. 

The Earl of Harewood introduces 
a concert by the ChjfingWan 

_ taartet (2/3). 

5-45 ti» Sunday Feature: Wish 

^afcnaidpaa^so. 

°-30 RawL Sonafirie; Vaises nobles 
“■ ®*®®BrtafcsfGa^M/rf de la 
7 (piano). 

7-30 The Sunday Hay. The Dark 
C KfeNefca 

9.0SChw\Vcirki; :; .. 

• sum* talks tobMomoosina, the 


ll^LOO^Raco^Rg^, 

Radio# 


6.10 Sonwhmg understood. . 
Weather: - 

TjPO Newt. - • : - ' 

TtOSutty papers. 

7-15 On four Farm. - 
7 ? 40.Suf«ajL Trawr Barnes 
P^sents reHgioifiriews from 
name end. abroad, ■- 

o*50 The Week's Good. Cause. 
Ford areals op behalf of 
0«tact the Elderiy 



Neeme Jarvi conducts the Gothen- 
burg Symphony Orchestra in the first 
of four concerts: The Sibe&us 
Symphonies (1.25pm R3). By 
contrast, in Relatively Speaking 
(9pm R4), Jo Brand's mother, 

Joyce, describes what ifS like having 
a daughter (left) who gaes on about 
cakes and monthlies on TV 


8.55 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.10 Sunday Papers. 

9.15 Letter from America. 

9 JO Morning Service. 

10.15 The Archers. Omnibus 
edition. 

11.15 Mediumwave. 

1145 Books & Company. Reading 
the Internet. John Walsh, literary 
editor of the Independent, warily 
turns the electronic pages of 
cyberspace. With Lynne Trass. 

12^15* Desert Island Discs. With 
Viscount Rothamrere. 

12.55 Vteather. 

1.00 The World This Weekend. 

1.55 Shipping Forecast 

2.00 Gardeners’ Question Time. 

2 JO The Classic Serial: 

77ie Constant Nymph. By 
Margaret Kennedy. (1/2). 

3 JO Pick of the week. 

; 4.15 Analysis. 

5.00 News: Vtenom. Jellyftsti. raw 
creatures are as misunderstooo 
as these beautiful and mysteri- 
ous marine organisms. (3/4 j. 

5 JO Poetry Pteasel I 

5.50 Shipping Forecast. 

5.55 Weather. 

6.00 Six O'clock News. 

6.15 African Harvest (3 m. 

6 JO In Business. 

7.00 Children’s BBC Radio 4: 
Craddock and Co. ’V3\ 

7 JO Reading Aloud: Growing Up. 

The Liars' Club by Mary Karr. 

S.OMFM) The Natural History 
Progra rTirT,G - 

n oo (LW) Open Unwaslty. 

8J0 (FM) VVbrking HBtory.(^6)« 

9 DO (FM) Relatively Speaking. 

See Choice, above. 

9.30 (FM) Costing the Earth -Ate 1 * 
Whittaker considers what man 
las made of the Durham Dates, 
g J9 Weather. 

10 15 Jufin "the Mind. Professor 
10 ^ony Clare d-Mj ;P» 
a i cades of morality wjtfi 

B^ness Wamock and dbwvefs 

Ks^logistehawt^J 
^requests from the meda. 


1045 Breakaway. Anne Gregg pre- 
sents the latest holiday news. 

11.15 In Committee. 

11.45 Seeds of Faith. (1/2). 

12.00 News. 

12 JO The Late Story: Miss Menon 
Did Not Believe in Magic 
1248 Shipping Forecast 

1.00 As World Service. 

5.55- 6.00am (FM) The Radio 44JK 
Theme. 

5.55- 5. 00am (LW) Shipping Forecast 

Radio 5 

(E93. 909Mtr MH) 

6.05am Brief Lives 6 JO Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Sunday 
with Malr 1135 Special Assign- 
ment 12.00 Midday Edition 12.15 
The Big Byte 1.05 Sunday Sport 

6.05 Jim and the Doc 7.00 News 
Extra 7 J5 You Cannot Be Serious 
835 Caught on the Web 9.05 US 
Masters Golf 12.05 Night Moves 

2.05 Up All Night 5-00-6 JJOam 
Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

(10M-10L9Ubni] 

6 . 00 am Sarah Lucas 9 JO Classic 
Romance 12.00 Celebrity Choice 

1.00 Michael Mappin 3.00 
Masterclass 4.00 Robert Booth 

7.00 Classic Countdown Top 10 

8.00 Classic FM Evening Concert 
10 JO Howard's Week 12.00 Mel 
Cooper 4.00-6.00am Mark Griffiths. 

Vir^n Radio 

Q2Ii IlS7-12G0Ub UV lS5JI6trF1B 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 10.00 
Graham Deie^.00 Nid^ Home 

6.00 Mitch Johnson 10.00 Gary 
Davies 2J0-6.00am Robin. Banks 

WbridSovice 


LOO Newsdesk L30 Deuetopmert 
■96 145 Brttaimbday2J0 News* 
desk 2J0 Short Story Z45 On the 
Move 3.00 Newsday 3J0 URYs: 
feet or Fiction 4J0 Wbrid News 

4.15 Sporte Roundup 4J0Jas for 
the Asking 4 JO Europe Today 5.00 
Newsdesk 5 JO Europe Tatef53?i- 
6JXJam Otf the Shelf: 

Miss Smm's Feeling for Snow. 


Sir OE 

7.00 Undwi (1092627). 11 JO 
Ghovi-lashed (68269). 12 JO The 
Hit Mix (569981. 1.00 Star Trek 
(6564$). 2.00 The World at War 
(3673 3). 3 JO Star Trek (62085). 

4.00 Wrestling (74820 1 5.00 
Around the World (2337). 5J0 
Power Rangers (1578). 6.00 The 

L Simpsons (1191) 7.00 Beverfy 
* Hills 90210 (86153). 8 JO Star 
Trek (958011. 9.00 Love and 
Betrayal (35248). 11.00 SeinfeM 
(82849). 11 JO Duckman 
(3 J 288). 12.00 60 Mbutes 
(29592). 1.00 Sheared of 
London (65973). 2-00^. 00am 
Hit Mix Long Flay (9404216). 

SOT HOWES 

6.00am King Solomon's Mines 
(1950) (23004). 8.00 Kim 
(1950) (27085). 10.00 
Beethoven's 2nd (1993) (71207). 
12 JO The Hideaways (1973) 
(17608). 2.00 A Minion to One 
(1993) (35284 ). 4.00 Meteor 
Man (1993) (62678675). 545 

Beethoven's 2nd (1993) 

(667356). 7.15 Robin Hood: Men 
in Ti0te (1993) (793757331 
9 JO Murder One (85743). 

10.00 Jailbreakas (1994). 
(12400661 1130 The Movie 
Show (408511). 11 JO Betrayal 
of the Dove (1992) (6323371 
135 Blood In, Blood Out (1993) 
(71349170). 4304.00am A 
Million to One (1993) (B 0047). 

KMECHM1B. 

6J0 Terry or the Fence (1985) 

(5 843820). 830 Rookie of the 
Ybar (1993) (25627). 10.00 Lost 
h Alaska (1952) (79849). 22.00 
Ttoo Much Trouble (1994) 

(48578). 2.00 Romateic Under- 
taking (1995) ( 778491 3 JO El 
News Features (5917). 4.00 An 

American Taa (1986) (7646). 

6JK) Much Ado About Nothing 
(1993). (87882). 8.00 Speed 
(1994). (99627). 10J0 Striking 
Distance (1993) (347337). 

■ 11.45 Inesistibte Force (1993) 
(8464621 L05 Dead of Winter 
(1987) (362486). 2J5 Much 
Ado About Nothin (1993) 
(2021961 4JS6J0am4D Spe- 
cial A&nis (1981) (6433824). 

SQf HOMES GQU) 

12.00pm Arafost the Wind 
(2948) (61573). 2.00 Flying 
.Leathernecks (1951) (81646). 

4 JO The Pfsladelphta Story 
(1340) (1646). 6.00 ZeT« (1983) 
(62882). 8.00 Young Frankenstein 
(1974). (736271 10.00 Yburfc- 
ttood (1986) (278733). 1135 A 
Hart Day's N&rt (1964) 

( 5784241 1.25 The Face (1958) 


(81 74861. 3.10-345am The Idle 
Class (1922) (4629775). 

OK GOLD 

7.00am Give Us A Clue 
(1926882). 730 Going for Gold 
(9023578). 7.55 The Rnk 
Panther (5544202). 8.00 Ar^fe 
(9402714). 9 JO When the Boat 
Comes In (60326081 10.00 
Blake's Seven (1934801). 11 M 
The Vhrtex Short (306441911 

11.10 Dr Who and The Homs of 
Nimon (96272191). 1.00 Fibre 
Perry Mason ( 476153371 280 
Paul Daniels (2329207). 3.00 
The Bin (71292608). 530 To the 
Manor Bom (54678821 6.00 The 
Two Ronaies (1897849). 7.00 
Morecambe and Wise (4785337). 

8.00 Poidark (53382608). 9.05 
Elizabeth R (80362917). 11.00 
The Bob Monkhouse Show 
(1160462). 11 JO A Very Pecu- 
liar Practice (2459269). 1235 
Thin Air (28057761 130- 
7.00am Shopping (49959931). 

SXYSP08TS 

7.00am Super League (8551 1). 

9.00 Boxing (65269). 11.00 
Roller Hockey (848821 1230 
Goals on Sunday (244241 1.00 
Scottish Football (7989981 330 
Super Sunday (3065707). 7.00 
American Football (72761). 9.00 
Super League 1030 Football 
(381882). 1-00-3 -00am Ameri- 
can Football (10950). 

SW SPORTS 2 

7.00am Soccer Extra (5998207). 
1030 Superbikes (4588801). 

12.00 Rugby (2376838). ZOO 
Supertikes (3404578). 3 JO Op- 
posite Lock (8347085). 5 JO 

Squash (8335240). 7.00 Super- 
bikes (30111 72). 9.00 Snooker 
(8649462). 12.00 Rmerboat 
World (2 654196). 12 JO-1 JOam 
Windsurfing (7686405). 

LIVE TV 

9.00 Mind and Body. 930 Weigh 
to Ga 10.00 The Fashkm Show. 
1030 Spanish Archer. 11 JO 
Showbiz 12J0 Fate and Fortune. 
12J0 The Why Files? 1.00 42a 

2.00 Sport 230 Chequered Flag. 
3 JO Canary Wharf Onmibus. 

430 The Fashion Show. 530 
Weigh to Ga 5J0 Mind and 
Body. 6.00 Video Bex 630 
Spanish Archer. 7.00 425. 8.00 
Showbiz. 9.00 Fate and Fortuia 
930 The Why Files? 10.00 Weird 
Night 1030 The Fashion Show, 

11.00 Topies Darte 11.04 
Spanish Arche". 1130 Stand Up. 

12.00 The Sex Show. 1230 
Ufeird Night 1.00 Home Shop- 
ping L30 Spanish Arche-. 

2.00-9 JOam Night Hours 


Pastimes 

Chess William Hartston 


Experienced prodigy watch- 
ers can tell a future grand- 
master from a precocious, 
but fundamentally talent- 
less chess brat. The future 
GM sits with head in hands 
and an expression of total 
absorption in the game - as 
though nothing less than a 
major earthquake would 
disturb their concentration. 

Nigel Short and Judit Fbl- 
gar both had that mature 
and concentrated look by 
the age of 11. So does Ruth 
Sheldon, 14, who made a 
women's grandmaster norm 
at last week's Vera Menchik 
Memorial in Newcastle. 

The following game, while 
unspectacular, shows all the 
right qualities: patience (the 
quiet opening), positional 
judgement (the space-gain- 
ing 19.b4 and 23.d5), calm- 
ness (29.axb4, without fear 
of the black a-pawn), and 
ruthlessness (37 -Ra2! rather 
than taking immediately on 
aS). A highly polished game. 


Bridge Alan Hiron 


Love all; dealer Sonth 
North 
♦A43 
<?K65 
04 

♦ A J 1076 3 


West 
♦ 762 
<?QJ104 
OA852 
+94 


East 
♦ 985 
<?A983 
093 

♦KQS2 


South 

♦ KQJ10 
<572 

OKQJ1076 

♦ 5 


White: Ruth Sheldon 
Blade Richard McMtehad 
Old Indian Defence 

1 d4 Nf6 28 Be2cxb4 

2 c4 d6 29 axb4 a 3 

3 Nf3 Bg4 30 Nc3 Nhfo 

4 Qb3 QcS 31 Rd2 Ng4 

5 Nbd2 Nbd732 Bf4 h5 


6h3Bxf3 
7Nxf3 g6 
8 Bf4 Bg7 
9e3 0-0 
10 Be2 c5 
110-0 h6 
12 Bh2 b6 


33 Nb5 Ra6 

34 Nd4 Qe7 

35 b5 Ra8 

36 B£3 Nef6 

37 Ra2 Nd7 

38 Bxa8 RxaS 

39 Qb4Be5 


13 Rfdl NbS 40 Rxa3 Rxa3 

14 Racl Nc6 41Qxa3Qxh4 


15 a3 Nd7 

16 Qa4 a5 

17 Bd3 Ra7 

18 Be4 NdS 

19 b4 Nf6 
20Bd3Qd7 

21 Qb3 a4 

22 Qbl Ne6 
23d5Ng5 
24 Nd2 e5 


42 QaS+ Kg7 

43 Qf3 Nc5 

44 Ral Ne4 
45Ra2Nc5 

46 Ra7 Qf6 

47 Nc6 Bxf4 

48 Oxf4 Qxf4 

49 exf4 Nd3 

50 NdSNgxG 

51 Nxf7 Kf6 


25dse6 0xe6 52Nxd6Ng4 

26 h4 Ngh7 53 g3 Nc5 

27 Ne4 Ne8 54 Rc7 1-0 


Perplexity 


Los swords: 

Three more entries from our 
dysfunctional dictionary 
which automatically deletes 
from each definition, in the 
right order, the letters of the 
word defined. Then it closes 
the gaps and gives the length 
of word deleted. So “puzzle”, 
defined as “poser or quizzi- 
cal rebus”, would appear as: 
oserorqiicarbus (6)”. But 
what are these? 

setebratowor (5) 
nayaertandbrh finally (11) 
sttngpatoathmas (10) 

Answers by 25 Apr to: 
Pastimes, the Independent, 
1 Canada Sq, Canary Wharf. 
London E145DL. A Larousse 
Desk Reference Encyclopedia 
awaits the winner . 

30 March answer: 
MADCOW+MADCOW = 
CJDBSE is 190327+190327 = 
3S0654. So COD= 320. 
Winner LD Touison. 


The recent death of Terence 
Reese caused much sadness in 
the bridge world. For a trib- 
ute to his skills, one could 
hardly do better than admire 
his defence to Four Spades on 
this deal Just see if you would 
have got it right - at the table! 

The bidding had started 
with One Diamond from 
South and he rebid his suit af- 
ter a dub response. North, rea- 
sonably enough, next tried 
Two No-trumps but, after a 
spade bid from South, raised 
dubiously to Four Spades. 

The defence started with 
three rounds of hearts and de- 


clarer ruffed. Next he led the 
king of diamonds. If Reese, as 
West, had won this, it would 
have been all over with every- 
thing breaking well 
Terence allowed the king of 
diamonds to hold! Another 
top diamond won but, while 
West still retained the ace. 
East ruffed the third round 
and played a fourth heart 
Note that: another heart! A 
club or trump instead would 
have allowed declarer to ruff 
out the ace of diamonds and 
draw the remaining trumps. 
It was the climax to a splen- 
did defence. 
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The big picture 

Robocop 

Sat 10.05pm (TV 

pgter Weller, with his redoubtabfy 
expressionless, though wonderfully 
sculpted lips and chin, was the perfect 
casting choice for the helmeted cyborg 
law eirorcer in Robocop. fall! Verho- 
even’s 1987 sci-fi film basically steals the 
idea of Judge Dredd and swamps it in 
vicious media satire. Weller plays a cop 
mu/riered by an evil gang, then brought 
back to life as a machine to combat the 
forces of lawlessness that are rampant In 
the film's bleak vision of future 
capitalism. Verhoeven's primal, crude 
energy is perfect for the cartoonist story. 


Television preview 

RECOMMENDED VIEWING THIS WEEKEND. 

by Gerard Gilbert 


G aby's looking uncharacteristically po-faced in the 

publicity shots for The Gaby Roslin Show (Sat C4), end 
like a child pretending to be grown-up or a dimwit of Culloden (Sun BBC2), Peter Watkins's 1964 
trying to look brainy. Not that Gaby is either childish ' pseudo documentary in which the 1746 Battle of Cul- 
or stupid. She is, though, famous for being blonde, for- , ioden is subjected to TV dooimeatary techniques. 


The Gaby Roslin Show Sat 9pm C4 
infamous Addresses Sat 10.30pm C4 
Triumph of the Nerds Sun 7pm C4 
Culloden Sun 725pm BBC2 

The South Bank Show Sun 11.15pm ITV , • . 



merly of The Big Breakfast, weeping openly, and for 
being so transparently nice that die makes all those 
other breakfast TV presenters seem merely cynpl. 

She’s our queen of hearts, and like deai jDiana, 
she’s having problems repositioning herself, the Real 
Holiday Show-wos an autocue reading job - bjjt now 
she's been given a chat show, in an exercise hyped as 
reviving the chat show genre. Not that the chat show 
ever went away - it just went post-modern, with 
Letterman and Conan O’Brien in the States, and 
Jonathan Ross and Dame Edna over here. Whether 
it needs to be dragged back into the Faridnson era 
is debatable, but the first guests don’t auger weii either 
way. Des O’Connor wouldn’t get out of bed for the 
ubiquitous Eddie Izzard or Kate Winslet (of Sense and 
Sensibility). Ike Turner is the only potentially inter- 
esting guest Can Gaby handle it? Time in and see. 


underlines what a terrible loss to British television 
was Atkins, who gave it all up. after the BBC banned 
his similar treatment of a nuclear attack oo Kent, The 
War Game. Culloden is being shown to inaik the 250th 
anniversary of the battle in which Charles Edward 
Stuart was routed by the Hanoverians and assorted 
Protestant Scots (the line-up wasn't unlike a Celtic/ 
Rangers derby in some ways - except Celtic, unlike 
Bonnie Prince Charlie, don’t have any Trench 
players). This innovative TV film is still strong meat 
today. It must have seemed even stronger to the 
generation before the Vietnam Wfcr. 

Meanwhile, they've been pulling downthe gym in 
Dunblane, and Gloucester Council are- considering 
demolishing 25 Cromwell Street. Plenty of other 
homes that are the sites of notorious murders are 
now, however, re-inhabited. Infamous Addresses 


sssssms 

that Rillington Place met a bulldozer a quarter or 

“SneSdn’t mind living ifl 

country mansion in Wiltshire. The South takA* 
(Sun TTV) manages .a better snoop round itos 

meUow-bricbed Jacobean pile 

feature, and Melvyn (having a bad hair day) gets quite 

a rood take on this strangely rucfc-isb man. 

Can I suggest to the reader who wrote \vondermg 
about the contemporary meaning of rtie term 
“anorak" and “techno-nerd" to tune mto’Dinmph of 
the Nerds (Sun C4), where all will be explained. This 
three-part series tells how young male techno-enthu- 
siasts were the driving force behind the revolution tha 
is putting personal computers into every home in tne 
land. One such — BUI Gates - kicks off the senes. 


The big match ^ - 

OS Masters ... 1 
Sat 8.05pm, Sun 9.u5pra 

As the 

te up for the final 

-US Mastes. in the verdant ;; 

Augusta Natfonat, there vi^teseranJ, 
within driving dfetanee of -dwcogj- 
Green Jacket Since Agla^g^ 

will be with the great putters such^,-. 
FaldD.' And. what ofgjntte Ben Crenshaw-, 
(above), last yearfs champion? Accofofeg^ 
to the bookmakers, he’s not arerunfije^ - * 
running- but taM t jeMc V 

as a 50-1 autsfcfac Anything can hap^i _• 


Saturday television and 


BBC1 


BBC 2 


ITV/London 


Channel 4 


7.25 News; Weather (1505503). 

7.30 Children's BBC: /znogoud. 7.40 Willy Fc^ 8.10 
The Raccoons. 8.35 The Addams Family. 

9.00 Live and Kicking. Music from young soul trio 3T 
Jas Mann of Babylon Zoo (S) (44281868). 

12.12 Weather (6950077). 

12.15 Grandstand. 12.20 Football Focus. 1.00 News. 

1.05 Athletics: the Bupa International Road Races 
from ftjitsmoutfi. 1 .55 Racing from Ascot: 2.00 
Kestrel Novices Chase. 2.10 Touring Cars; 
highlights from the opening two rounds of the Auto 
Trader RAC British Touring Car Championship from 
Donington Park. 2.30 Racing from Ascot: 2.35 
Ladbroke Handicap Hurdle. 2.45 Touring Care. 

3.05 Racing from Ascot: 3. 10 Letheby & 
Christopher Long Distance Hurdle. 3.20 Women's 
Hockey: Great Britain v the Netherlands from 
Milton Keynes. 3.50 Football Half-Times. 4.00 
Hockey. 4.40 Final Score (SJ (4771 1 936). 

5.15 News; Weattier (1045503). * 

5.25 Regional News and Weattier (1991077). 

5.30 Stay Tooned! Tony Robinson looks at the work of 
animator Robert McKimson, the man behind Bugs 
Bunny and Daffy Duck (SJ (822313). * 

5.55 Big Break. Snooker and general knowledge with 
guests Steve Davis (who's also on They Think it’s 
All Over, later) and Lee Richardson fSJ 1825400). 

€.25 The New Adventures erf Superman. Three German 
soldiers placed in suspended animation during 
World War II wake up in Metropolis with a spot erf 
world domination on their minds fS) (790752). 

7.10 Confessions. Mysterious crop circles in Northern 
Ireland explained - and a man confesses to taking 
advantage when mistaken fora priest. Simon Mayo 
is the Make doing all the talking (S) (834955). * 

7.50 The National Lottery Live. Gary Wiimot gets the 
balls rolling TSJ (241145). 

8.05 Bugs 212. Concluding half of the yam about a plot 
to stop the launch of a vital satellite (SJ (156400). 

8.55 News and Sport; Weather (Followed by National 
Lottery Update) (144918). * 

9.15 BUB Avalanche (Raul Shapiro 1994 US). David 
Hasselhoff swaps the sand for the snow and takes 
on an unaccustomed bad-guy role in this ho-hum 
adventure about a ruthless smuggler (Hasselhoff) 
setting off an avalanche which traps Michael Gross 
and his bickering children in their cabin (422771). 

10.45 Match of the Day. Southampton v Manchester 
United (S) (2016874). 

11.50 They Think It's All Over Steve Davis and Gaby 
Roslin are the guests (R) fSJ (25861 9). * 

12.20 BBS The Legend of the Werewolf (Freddie Francis 
1974 UK). That nice Dr Finlay, David Rintoul, can 
be seen in a younger incarnation as a zoo worker, in 
19th-century Paris, with behavioural problems 
each full moon. Peter Cushing investigates 
(8529559). 

1.50 Weather (54I3530J. To 1. 55am. 

REGIONS. Wales: 3.05pm Rugby Union: Swalec Cup 

Semi-Final. 


6.00 Open University: Technology (7601042). 6.25 
Maths (7793077). 6.50 Of Fish and Ffeople 
(8777619). 7.15 Classical Sculpture and the 
Enlightenment (6536706). 7.40 Light in Search of 
a Model (7636874). 8.05 Handel's Messiah 
(1476619). 8.30 Writers in the 1930s ( 8698145 J. 
8.55 Why Do Peacocks Have Elaborate Trains? 
(8504752). 9.20 Learning to Learn (7008936). 
9.45 A Robot in the Pari our? (8468232). 10.10 
Seeing Through Maths (4235145). 10.35 
Wendepunkte (243 7874). 1 1 .00 Statistics 
(4402435). 1 1 25 A School for Our Times? 
(5566313). 11.50 Open Mind (6579023). 

12.15 Shadow of the Hare (R) (S) (342961). * 

12.45 HBlOfiver Twist (David Lean 1948 UK). The first 
and by far the best of three David lean films 
showing today - a strikingly shot and edited version 
of the Charles Dickens novel, with Alec Guinness's 
master pickpocket Fagin so loathsome that he tell 
foul of Jewish groups In America. An edited version 
was released there in 1951. Also with Robert 
Newton and Kay Walsh (91314435). 

235 BBS Blithe Spirit (David Lean 1 945 UK). Rather 
arch version of Noel Coward’s ectoplasmic wartime 
comedy with Rex Harrison, Constance Cummings 
and Kay Hammond trading toe repartee. Harrison 
is a novelist who summons up his dead first wife 
(Hammond) in a seance, only for her move in with 
him and his second wife, Cummings (69467023). 
4.10 mi A Passage to Intfia (David Lean 1984 UK). 
Muddled, over-rated version of EM Forster's 
culture-clash novel set in late 1920s India, with 
Lean seemingly more interested in the scenery 
than Forster's biting hatred of the Raj British. Judy 
Davis Is good, however, as the young, hysterical 
Englishwoman who might or might not have been 
raped by her Indian host (92527752). * 

6.50 What the Papers Say. With Peter Bradshaw of the 
London Evening Standard (S) (969619). 

7.05 News and Sport; Wieather (462936). * 

720 Correspondent. Following ex-tennis star llie 

Nastase’s bid to be elected as mayor of his home 
town of Bucharest, Romania. Rus Martin Bell's 
final dispatch from Bosnia (SJ (645503). * 

8.05 Golf- US Masters 1996. Steve Rider introduces 
live coverage from Georgia. See The Big Match. 
above(S) (79559226). 

11.00 Court TV. The case of George Loeb Jr, who was 
accused of murder after he killed a man in what he 
claims was self-defence. But Loeb was a white 
supremacist and his victim was black (55935 J). * 
1130 E03 Hud (Martin Rltt 1963 US). Rather timely 
showing, what with mad cow disease, of Rift's 
generation-gap drama, with the conflict between 
stem father (Melvyn Douglas) and free-living son 
(Raul Newman) comingtoa head over a government 
order to slaughter their diseased cattle (31 6428). * 
1.45 Later with Joots Holland. With Sinead O’Conner, 
Dusty Springfield, Alison Moyet, and McAlmont 
and Butler (R) (S) (9389849). To 2.50am. 


6.00 GMTV 6.00 News; Weather. 6.10 Re:Win.d. 630 
Bananas in Pyiamas. 6.40 Eat Your Wbrds. 7.10 
Barney and Friends. 7.40 Disney's W&ke Up in the 
Wild Room. 8.55 Mighty Morphin Power Rangers 
(6557508). 

9 25 Tetegantiemegavision. Guests this week include 
children’s TV presenter Gareth Jones and John 
Pickard from 2 Point4 Children (S) (861 3226). 

10.25 Spate (R) (692541 6). 

10.55 It's Not Just Saturday. Drops in on a Star Trek 
convention (S) ©050665). 

11 30 The Chart Show (R) (5) (71 936). 

1230 Speakeasy Emma Forbes presents the problem 
page for young people, with advice from Dr Fintan 
Coyle. (R) (S) (58955J. 

1.00 News & Weattier (16539936). * 

1 .05 London Today The latest news. (Followed by LWT 
Weather) (16634435).* 

1.10 Champions League Special. Jim Rosenthal sets 
the scene for this Wednesday's semi-final, second- 
leg matches featuring Ajax, Juventus, 
Panatoinaikos and Nantes. (59067 52). 

1.45 Movies, Games and Videos (261042). 

2.15 PICT Carry on Sc r eaming (Gerald Thomas 1 966 
UK). One of the best - and least screened entries - 
with Hany H Corbett, Kenneth Williams, Fenella 
Fielding, Joan Sims and Jim Date sending up 
Hammer horror films (71 8435). 

3.45 Airwolf (R) (314348). 

4.45 News; Sport; Weather (8386110). * 

5.05 London Tonight and Sport (8293706). * 

535 Batman (8100042). 

545 Catchphrase. Roy Walker hosts. (S) (880706). * 

6.15 Barrymore. Provides a showcase for Bonnie 
Lantford and Alvin Stardust (S) (849619). * 

7.15 The Shane Richie Experience. The guest 
appearances are by Cobra and Hunter from 
Gladiators, and pop group 4Mandu (SI (477684). 

8.05 Stars in Their Eyes. People impersonate Gilbert 
O'Sullivan, Kate Bush and Biify Fury (Including 
Lottery Result) (SJ (230416). * 

8.50 News; National Lottery Update; Weather 
(Followed by LWT Weather) (1 94413). * 

9.05 The Governor. Two prisoners claim Barfield has a 
corrupt warder. Janet McTeer investigates (S) 
(341077). * 

10.05 GOBI Robocop (Paul Verhoeven 19S7 US). See 
The Big Picture, above (SJ (2 70619). * 

11.50 Big Fight Special. Northern Ireland's Eamonn 
Loughran defends his WBO welterweight title 
against Mexican Jose Luis Lopez, and Scotland's 
Paul Weir attempts to regain toe light-flyweight title 
from South Africa's "Baby” Jake Matlala (151333). 

12.35 Pyjama Party (S) (4058646). 

2.00 Funny Business (SJ (8025443). 

225 Tropical Heat (R) (S) (7242085). 

3.15 E! News Review (5102443). 

4.05 God’s Gift (Followed by Night Shift ) (R) 
(5098356). 

5.05 Coach (S) (2976288). To 5.30am. 


6. 10 Sesame Street (R) (6429961 ). 

7.05 Utile Dracula (R) (5791690). 

735 Super Mario Brothers (R) (7631329). 

8.00 Trans World Sport (51313). 

9.00 The Morning Line A preview of today's top racing. 
(16348). 

10.00 The Greatest Barry John and Nick Faldo under 
consideration (R) (SJ (141 10). * 

1030 NBA 24/7. LA Lakers v San Antonio Spurs (R) 
(73954). 

11.00 Gazette Football Italia (50400). 

12.00 Sign On: Deaf Women's Lib (5) (28226). 

12.30 The G reat Maratha (56597). 

1.00 BQB3 Suez (Allan Dwan and Otto Brower 193B 
US). Tyrone Power plays 19th-century French 
engineer Ferdinand de Lesseps - as bizarre as toat 
seems - in this lavish Fox biopic co-starring Loretta 
Young (67662077). * 

2.45 BtBl Blood and Sand (Rouben Mamoulian 

1941 US). Tyrone Power again, this time cast as 
a matador felling for seductress Rita Hayworth 
in this rehash of toe 1922 Valentino classic 
(92677619). 

5.05 Brookside Omnibus (R) (S) (35 001 39). * 

630 Right to Reply (SJ (874). * 

7.00 Channel 4 News Summary and Weather 
(554961). 

7.15 GEQI Everybody’s Baby: The Rescue of Jessica 
McClure (Mel Damski 1989 US). Dramatic 
reconstruction of toe race to save the life of an 18- 
month-old girl who fell down a well in Texas in 
1987. Starring Beau Bridges (10077690). * 

9.00 The Gaby Rosfin Show. See Preview, above (SI 
(2771). 

10.00 Drop the Dead Donkey (R) (S) (29955). * 

10.30 Infamous Addresses. See Preview, above (S) 
(346503). 

11.05 Homicide -Lite on the Street An episodefrom - 
Barry Levinson's drama series about a team of 
Baltimore homicide detectives (R) (S) (796139). * 

12.05 Murder in Ostankino P red net First Tuesday 
repeat lyes, that old) following Moscow Murder 
Squad detectives across toe old Soviet Union in 
search of the teller of a woman found dead in a 
Moscow flat (R) (545 7882). * 

1.05 The Stalker True-life crime, first shown in Errol 
Mom's (ntenotron Stones, about ex-soldier 
Thomas Mcllvane, who was soon fired from toe 
postal service before embarking on a bloody spree 
that left four dead (R) (S) (64331 72). 

135 Persistence of Memory. When a scientist liters 
an unstable computer simulation of his own 
creation, he finds himself at the heart of a murder 
invest igation (R) (21 79998). 

1 J55 B1CT Street of Shadows (Richard Vernon 1953 
UK). Soho pinball saloon owner Cesar Romero 
has the police after him when his former mistress 
Simone Silva is stabbed to death. Victor Maddem, 
Kay Kendall and Edward Underdown pad out toe 
cast (9451 91 7). To 3. 20am. 


Radio 


Radiol 

S7 649.8MHz FH) 

7.00am Hewn Greening 10.00 
Dave Pearce 12.30 Danny Baker 
2.30 Jo Whiley 5.00 John Peel 

7.00 Rampling 9.00 Radio 1 Rap 
Show 12.00 Radio 1 Sound City 
4.00-7.00 am Charlie Jordan 

Radio 2 

!2S-902HH:FM 

6.00am Mo Dutta 8.05 Brian 
Matthew 10.00 Steve Wright 

1.00 Laughter USA 1.30 The 
New; Huddlines 2.00 Judi Spier; 

4.00 Nick Barractough 5.00 A 
Hard Habit to Break: 30 Years of 
Chicago 6.00 Randy Crawford In 
Concert 7.00 The Story behind.. 
Cabaret 7.30 Cabaret. See 
Choice, above. 10.00 Sheridan 
Morley 12.05 Charles Nove 4.00- 
7.00am Mo Dutta 

Radio 3 

7.00am Record Review. With An- 
thony Burton. 

9.00 Building a Library. Edward 
Seckereon compares available 
releases of Barber's Knoxville: 
Summer ol 1915. 

10.15 Record Release. Bartok.- 
Piano Concerto No 1. Stravin- 
sky: Suites for small orchestra. 
Nos 1 and 2. Webern: Six 
Pieces, Op 6 Berg: Three 
Fragments from "Wozxcvr. 
Walton: Symphony No 2. 

12.00 Private Passions. Michael 
Berkeley talks to Jilly Cooper. 

1.00 News; Vintage Years. (1/6). 

3.00 The Music Machine 
Megarmx. 13/S). 

4.00 The BBC Orchestras. BBC 
Concert Orchestra. Eduard 
Kcitmeke: Concerto Grosso tor 
jazz band and orchestra 
(Dance Suite). Poulenc-. March- 
es and an Intermezzo; Plano 
Concerto. 

5.00 Jas Record Requests, 

5.45 Music Matters. 

630 Live from the Met: Andrea 
Chenier. The French Revolution 
is the setting for Umberto Gior- 
dano's opera of 1S96, in 
which Andrea Chenier ts con- 
demned to death for being a 
poet and tries to save himself 
and his lover, the aristocrat 
Matidalena. Cast Includes Lu- 
ciano Pavarotti, tenor (Andrea 
Chenier), Aprile Milo, soprano 
(Maddalena di Cojgny), Juan 
Pons, baritone tCario Gerard), 
Rosalind Elias, mezzo (Contes- 
sa dt CoignyJ, Wendy White, 
mezzo IBersrt. Michel 
Senechal, tenor (An 



Choice 

Musical reminiscing, when 
Humphrey Burton presents toe 
first of 20 programmes exploring 
toe career of Menuhin: Master 
Musician (6pm Classic FM). 

And a new recording of Cabaret 
(7.30pm R2), starring 
Steven Berkoff (left) as 
theMC. 


"Incroyable") and Kim Joseph- 
son. baritone (Roucher), Cho- 
rus and Orchestra of the 
Metropolitan Opera/James 
Levine. Act 1. (7.00-7.25 Who 
Was Umberto Giordano? Gra- 
ham Fawcett tells the story of 
the little-known composer.) Act 
2. (8.00-8.20 The Met Opera 
Quiz. With Martin Bemheimer, 
Lofti Mansoun and William 
Weaver.) Act 3. (9.00-9.20 In- 
terval Terence McNally talks 
to conductor James Levine.) 

Act 4. 

9.45 Studio 3: Starboy. 

1030 Perlman and Paganini. 

Itzhak Perlman plays Niccolo 
Paganini’s Caprices for solo 
violin. 

10.45 Impressions. Brian Morton 
introduces a specially recorded 
session by Pliff - Alan Tomlin- 
son (alto and tenor trom- 
bones), John Edwards (double 
bass) and German tuba player 
Fmguin Moschner. 

12.30 Piano Man. Alun Morgan 
remembers the 1950s output 
of jas pianist Earl Hines. 

I. 00-3. 00am Russian Orthodox 
Easter Vigil. 

5.55-7.Q0am Open University. 

Radio 4 

(924-94 dHHz Ftl; 198H& IHI* 

6.00am News Briefing. 

6.10 Farming Today 

6.50 Prayer for the Day. 

6.55 Wteafher. 

7.00 Today. 

8.58 Weather. 

9.00 News. 

9.05 Sport cm 4. 

930 Breakaway. 

10.00 News; Loose Ends. 

II. 00 News; Agenda. 

1130 Asia File. In the week be- 
fore Bill Clinton visits Japan. 
Juban Pettier reports from the 
Japanese island of Okinawa, 
home of the big^st US mili- 
tary base in Asa. (4 '6J. 

12.00 Money Boa. 

1235 The News Guc. 


1235 Weather. 

1.00 News. 

1.10 Any Questions? Jonathan 
Dimbiefiy's guests are Kamtesh 
Sahl, chairwoman of the Equal 
Opportunities Commission: the 
Rt Hon Tony Benn MP; the Rt 
Hon Norman Lament MP and 
Liz Lynne MR 

135 Shipping Forecast. 

2.00 News; Any Answers? 

230 Saturday Playhouse: The 

Making of Napoleon. Mike 
Walker's drama tells the story 
of how 15-year-ofd Kevin 
Brownlcw undertook to find 
and restore Abel Gance's lost 
1927 film masterpiece. 
Napoleon. 

4.00 News; working History. 

430 Science Now. 

5.00 File on 4. • 

5.40 Letters from Round About. 
Ethiopia. t6f6). 

5.50 Shipping Forecast. 

535 Weather. 

6.00 Six Q'Clcck News. 

6.25 Mammon. As the dust settles 
on the Scott Report, the Mam- 
mon Corporation markets its 
new improved non- lethal range 
Of machine parts. With Nickolas 

Grace and Jonathan Arts. (2)3). 

6.50 Utopia and Other Destina- 
tions. Michael O'Donnell talks 
to toe film director Peter 
Greenaway about hts personal 
vision of Utopia. (4/6). 

730 Kaleidoscope Feature. 

7.50 Saturday Night Theatre: 

Body of Grass. Adapted by 
Michelene Wander from the 
futuristic novel by Marge Rerty. 

9.20 Music in Mind. 

9.50 Ten to Ten. 

9.59 vWMEftec 

10.00 News. 

10.15 The Travellers' Sauk. 

10.45 The Champions. SubbUtto, 
Haydn Price mess 13-year-old 
Ashley Williams, who changed 
toe face of Subtotal by convinc- 
ing V.’attomgton's to include black 
piayos fn toeir game (2/6). 

11.00 Comparing Noses with 
Bnan Kay. 


1130 Dead Man's Ransom by 
Ellis Peers. More dark news 
for Brother Cadtael. (2/5). 

12.00 News. 

1230 The Late Story; Fred by 
Mary Jones. 

12.48 Shipping Forecast. 

1.00 As World Service. 

5.50 Bells on Sunday. 
5.55-6.00am (FM) The Radio 

4UK Theme. 

535-6.00am (DW Shipping 
Forecast. 

Radio 5 

(an.MmzHM 

6.05am Dirty Tackle 6.30 Brian 
Hayes at Breakfast 9.05 Weekend 
with Kershaw and Whittaker 

11.05 Top Gear 1135 Crime 
Desk 12.00 Midday Edition 

12.15 Sportscall 1.05 Sport on 
Five 6.06 Sa-O-SJx 6.55 Saturday 
Superleague 8.05 The Treatment 

9.05 Clear the Air 935 Dallvn on 
Saturday 10.35 Aslan Respective 

11.00 Night Extra 12.05 Night 
Talk 2.00 Up All Night 5.00- 
6.00am Morning Reports 

Classic FM 

nOOJfr-lOLBMHzFVt) 

6.00am Sarah Lucas. 9.00 Classic 
Countdown. 12.00 Classc Garden- 
ing Forum. From the Brushford Wl, 
Somerset 1.00 Michael Map- 
pin3.00 Nick Bailey. 6.00 
Menuhm: Master Musician. See 
Choice, above. 7 . 00 The World 
Opera Season. Rosami: The Barber 
of Seville. From the Teatro Commu- 
nale, Bologna. With Cecilia Bartoli, 
Leo Nucci, William Matteua. Con- 
ductor Giuseppe Patane.10.00 $iv 
of the Bast with Quentin Howard. 
12-00 Mel Cooper. 430 Classic 
Travel Guide. 5. 00-6. 00am Michael 
Fanstone. 

Virgin Radio 

11215. 1191-ntMz HW lC5.8Ht 
6.00am Janey Lee Grace 8.00 
Russ & Jono's Greatest Hits 

10.00 Richard Skinner 2.00 Mark 
Forrest (including Virgin Crunchle 
Album Charj 6.00 Mitch Johnson 

10.00 Robin Banks 2.00-6.00am 
Howard Pearce 

World Service 

(HeiXrUfi 

1.00am Newsdesk 1.30 Letter 
from America 1.45 Britain Today 

2.00 Newsdesk 230 People and 
Politics 3.00 Newsday 3.30 Mu- 
sic Review 4.00 World News 

4.15 Sports Roundup 4.30 

Fburth Estate 445 Write On 

4.5 S POP Short 5.00 Newsdesk 
5.30 Short Story 5-45-G.OQam 
On the Move 


Satellite 


SWOPE 

7.00am Undun (1025955). 1130 
Ghoul-lashed (90431). 12.00 
Wrestling (8SI JOJ. 1.00 The Hit Mix 
(77058). 2.00 The Adventures of 
Brisco County Junior (48145). 3.00 
One West Waikiki (369871. 430 
Kung Fu (86232). 5.00 Mysterious Is- 
land i8597>. 5.00 Wrestling (84394). 

7.00 Sliders (256651. 8.00 Unsolved 
Mysteries (3J3J 3). 9.00 Cops I 
(82416!. 930 Cbps II (961391. 

10.00 Stand and Deliver (4596 1). 
1030 Revelations f5.SJ8/J. 11.00 
The Movie Show (87961 ). 1130 For- 
ever Knight (941 39). 1230 WKRP in 
Cincinnati (14608). 1.00 Saturday 
Night Uve (877241. 2.00-6.00am Hit 
Mix Long Ptay (5109004). 

SKY MOVIES 

6.00am The Three Faces of Eve 
(1957) <354161 8.00 Joe 
Voung (1949) (665971. 10.00 Nor- 
ma Rae (1979) (S3629). 12.00 
The Mask (1994) (523481. 2.00 
Give Me a Break (1993) (81619 J. 
3.30 Gypsy (1993) (280955). 6.00 
Free Willy (1993). A young boy 
forms a friendship with a Killer 
whale. Starring Jason James Richter 
(28752). 8.00 The Mask (1994). 
(30597). An unassuming bank clerk 
is magically transformed into wise- 
cracking super hero. Starring Jim 
Carrey 10.00 Ski School 2 (1994) 
(43416). 1130 indecent Behavior 
(1993) (916329). 1.15 Under In- 
vestigation (1993) (7JS288). 2-55 
A Partol the Family (1993) 

(456 1462). 435-6.00am Give Me 
a Break (1993) (317022). 

MOVIE CHANNEL 

6.00am Man Without a Stor 11 955) 
(330581. 8.00 Orbit the Astnxtog 
(642391. 10.00 High Rise Donkey 
(ISSQt (837521. 11.00 The Mudlark 
0950) (59435). 1.00 My Girl 2 
(1994) (51629). 3.00 Man Without 
a 5ter (1955) (96597). 5.00 Bigfeot 
The Unforgettable Encounter (1994) 
(86077). 630 Ac* Venfura.- Art De- 
tective (1994) (16874). 8.00 My Girl 
2 (1994) (38139). 10.00 Slap WJth 
Me (1994) (41058). 1130 Menace 
II Society (1993) (102684). 1.10 
Shattered Trust (19932 (736207). 
2.45 With Harmful Intent (1593) 
(7484241. 4306.00am Orbit the 
Astrodog (529207). 

S» MOVIES GOU) 

4.00pm Doctor Doihtle (1967) 
(465684). 6.30 What's Up, Tiger 
Lily? (1966) (17892). 8.00 Two- 
minute Warning (1976) (121391 
10.00 Dunkirk (1958). (65406746). 
12.20 Lust lor a Vbmplm (1970) 
(7S3795J. 2.00-4,10am The Sea 
Hawk (1940) (62697917). 




ox sou 

7.00am Give Us A Clue (29592 102- 
730 Going for Gold (9129706). 7.55 
The Sullivans Omnibus (8 1477329). 

10.00 Bergerac (1047329). 11.00 
Classic sport (2954665). 12.00 
Ndghbours Omnibus (25686665). 
2.15 EastEnders Omnibus 
(46385481). 5.00 Till Death Us Do 
Part (5721232). 5.35 Fall and Rise of 
Reginald Perrin (9772139 ). 6.15 
Sykes (9956023). 6.50 It Ain't Hart 
Hot, Mum (29064311. 735 The Up- 
chat Connection (26S634S). 735 
Bread 17236435). 830 Cddilz 
(45456706). 9.35 Tenko 
(67140526). 10.40 Danger UXB 
(46417874). 11.45 Film: Halloween 
(9319503). 135 Public Eye 

( 3525085 J. 230330am Shopping 
at Night (9610035). 

sxrsnwrs 

7.00am World Sport Special 
(35139). 730 Wrestling (92042). 

8.30 Racing News (45042). 9.00 
Super League (97481). H.00 End 
Zone (23394). 12.00 Sports Satur- 
day (73428). 2.00 Ri#iy Union 
(90482232). 4.15 Sports Saturday 
(4367400). 5.30 Super League 

(5 48481). 8.00 Boxing (634232). 
1030 Rugby Union (21394.1. 1230 
Soper League (B7S491 . 230-4 -30am 
Boxing (22172). 

SMSHMS2 

7.00am Soccer AM (5691 139). 

11.00 Australian Rules Football 

(9 7344001. 1.00 Golf (1239139). 

2.00 Saturday Ringside (9289629). 

4.00 Superbikes r762S481j. 5.00 
Bowls (3365333), 7.00 Motors port 
(3044400). 9.00 Snooker 
(8745690). 12.00-l.00am Bushido 
( 42284241 . 

UTETV 

630am Home Shopping 7,00 Fate 
and Fortune. 730 The Why Files? 

8.00 425. 930 Mind and Body. 

930 Weigh to Go. 10.00 The 
Fashion Show. 1030 Spanish 
Archer. 11.00 Showbiz Uv& 

12.00 Canary Wharf Omnibus. 

1.30 The Fashion Show. 2.00 War. 

3.00 Sport 5.00 Weigh to Go. 

530 The Fashion Show. 6.00 Video 
Box. 6.30 Spanish Arc her. 

7.00 425. 8.00 Showbiz. 9.00 Fate 
and Fortune. 9.30 The Why Fifes? 

10.00 Ward NlgiL 1030 The Fash- 
ion Show. 11.00 Topless Darts. 

11.04 Spanish Archer. 1130 Stand 
Up. 12.00 The Sex Show. 

12J0 Weird Night 1-00 Home 
Shopping, 1.30 Spanish Archer. 2.00 
Fish Tank. 3.00 Showbiz. 4.00 Fate 
and Fortune. 430 The Why Fifes? 

5.00 Video Bov. 5. 30-6, 00am The 
Fashion Show. 


ITV/Regions 


HHgjU 

As London ucept: 1230pm 
videos (58955). 1.40 Wbmer Cartoon (44*X>WM 
2.00 Airwolf (3978058). 2.55 seaQuetf DSV 
(8478232). 3.50 RoboCop f914334a)^5^B^- 
man (1260232). 2.05am 

235am American Gladiators (4054356X 330am 
FUm: Aloha, Bobby and Rose (90511). 5.00- 
530am Wanted Dead or AIM (38462). 

mETffS/TOHKSBHffi _ 

As Lmdonata* 1230pm MwJes, Games and Videos 
(589651. 1.40 Cartoon (9451 2874). 135 FSkm Hw- 
nibaf Brooks (96491085). 530 Batman (J260232). 
12.35am FUnny Business (5800288). 135am Py- 
jama Party (1974578). 235am Warof the Wmtos 
(4054356). 330am Customs Classified (5871288). 
4.10am Coach (40463337). 435am Cue toeMu- 
sic (9660733). 535-530am Sound Bites (71 7051 1) 

QEfflHAL 

. As London except 1230pm Heartland (58955). 140 
Movies. Games and Videos (6823086$). 2.10 Car- 
toon (34545482). 235 RoboCpp ( 515114 5). 330 
Airwott (789034$). 4JL5 Body Heat (789023). 5.10 
Central Match - Goafs Extra (1968400). S20 Bat- 
man (J 260232). 4.05am Jobfmder (83819998). 
4.10am God’s Gift (5802578). 5.00am Jotrfmder 
(3666998). 5 -20-5.3 Oam Aston Eye (11 15530). 

HIV 

As London except: 1230pm Tha Monsters Today 
(58955). 1.10 Mfeft House (5906752). 1.40 lUrts.- 
Roadrunrmr (68230868). 1:45 West Champion’s 
League Special (261042). 2.10 Wales: Cartoon Time 
(73786690). 2.15 Movies, Games and Videos 
( 253023 X 2-45 Airwolf (2129361 335 RoboCop 
(31434$). 530 Batman (1260232). 2X)5am Funny 
Business (2926207). 235am American Gladtotora 
(4054356). 330am FHnc Aloha, Bobby and Rose 
190511). 5.00-530arnVtented Deed or ABue (88462). 

MEUDUM 

As London except: 1230pm Movies, Games and 
Videos (58955). 1.40 Warner Cartoon (945J2874J. 
135 Father Dowling Mysteries (6675110). 235 Ac 
wolf (8478232). 3.50 RoboCop (91433481 530 
Batman (1260232). 2.05am Funny Business' 
(2926207). 235am American Gladiators (4054356), 
330am FSire Aloha, Bobby and Rose (90511). 5.00- 
530am Freescreen (88462). 

WEsreowrar 

As London ocepts 1230pm Movies, Games and Vid 
(589551 1.40 The Munstars Tbday (68313145). Z-05 
Bugs Bunny Special (41858435). 235 A WbridofWOrv : 
der (5180856). 235 Knight Rider (8478232). 330 . 
favtott (9143348). 5208atnw( 1 260232). 2.05am . 
Rainy Business (29262071 235am American Glad- 
iatois (40543561 330am Hie Aktoa. Bobby and Ron 
(90512). 5JM-530am Wanted Dead or Alive (834621 

MC 

As C4 crept 8.00am Transwjrid Sport (5I313L 
1030 NBA (73954). 11.00 The Avengers (5040®. 
1200 Sign Ore Deaf Womerfs Ub (282261 1230 The 
Pink ftmfher Show (3786684). 1255 Tfertytoons 
(672925031 140 Rygbb Cwpan Swalec 1996: LJanefi 
v RmJypridd (738387711 215 Fflm: AH Oeatuts Great 
and small (31986752). 435 Tfeoytoons (40076901 
535 BTOokside (3500139). 630 Hotyoaks (874) 730 
Newyddion Nos Sadwm (5549611735 Haien Yn Y 
Gwaed 1836145) 8.15 Hel Straeon (533333). 8.45 
DlynDcte Coed YB&ddiau (983874). 9.15 The Sand- 
man (915684). 930 The World at Lee Evans (329621 
1030 The Gaby Roslin Talk Show (3399400). 1135 ■ 
Undercover Britain: Shabby Treatment (649787). 
1135-1210am Infamous Addresses (245245). 
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Nic Cicutti looks at the implications for savers and borrowers of the building society bonanza 


The death of 

the building 
society 




00 ®- 


JET? 



F ifteen months ago. Peter Jenk- 
ins had a brainwave. A financial 
adviser, he already had a savings 
account with Cheltenham & 
Gloucester Building Society, then 
being taken over by Lloyds' Bank. 
His mortgage was with the Halifax. 

Then, news broke of Halifax's 
plan to merge with Leeds Perma- 
nent and float on the Stock 
Exchange, giving each of its mem- 
bers free shares worth about £1.000 
4 each. £WeU, it was too good to miss, 
wasn'fl|i?” he explained. 

“I suddenly thought, if Halifax is 
doing it, all the others are bound to 
sooner or later. So I looked up a list 
of the top 15 building societies and 
stuck £100 into each one.” 

He estimates his brainwave will 
net him about £4,000 in cash and 
free shares by the time each of the 
societies planning to de-mutualise 
do so by the end of next year, a 
return of more than 250 per cent. 

Mr Jenkins, is a very happy man: 
“In a choice between hundreds of 
pounds today and a few quid off 
your mortgage every month, which 
one do you go for?" 

Millions of others who in the past 
two years have been offered a share 
in the planned £18bn stockmarket 
flotation of nearly all Britain's 
mutual building societies have 
resolved the dilemma in a similar 
way. 

To vote against the de-mutuaii- 
sation of their society, be ii the Hal- 
ifax, Woolwich. Alliance & Leices- 
ter, or Northern Rock, could cost 
them free shares worth up to £1,000 
each. Faced with that choice, there 
has been overwhelming support for 
ending the mutual status of build- 
ing societies. 

Last Thursday, it was announced 
that a 96-2 per cent of National & 
Provincial savers had voted for a 
£1.35bn takeover bid by Abbey 
f Najktnal. But it is more than a few 
freeshares that are at stake. The 
decision by virtually every top-10 
building society to float or collapse 
into the arms of a predator could 
bring to an end one of the longest- 
running experiments in the closest 
thing we have to the stakeholder 
company. The demise of the “move- 
ment" as the dominant player in the 
mortgage and savings market brings 
to an end a 220-year history of 
mutual aid and support 
Building societies, together with 
other mutually-owned organisa- 
tions, were forged out of the Indus- 
trial Revolution in the late 18th cen- 
tuiy. Their aim was to build up 
funds to buy land and build homes 


for their members. Initially with 
only 20 or 30 members, predomi- 
nantly artisans, the societies usually 
drew lots to allocate the housing. 
When a home for every member 
had been built the society would 
dose. 

By the mid-19th century, this 
changed as sodeties started to lend- 
ing money to buy property, financed 
out of savings on which interest was 
paid. The explosive growth of a 
industrial working class meant that 
by the turn of the century, there 
were more than 1,700 sodeties. 

Barely a year ago, alter decades 
of mergers between smaller soci- 
eties, the 80 still remaining con- 
trolled more than 70 per cent of 
mortgage lending. By next summer. 

‘Since it became 
the first to convert, 
the Abbey National 

has remained a 
building society in 
the public’s 
perception’ 


their share will have fallen to less 
than 30 per cent. 

The demise of such a powerful 
movement seemed barely possible a 
short while ago. Thai it could have 
happened is the result a combina- 
tion of factors, the changing char- 
acter of the financial industry the 
chief reason among them. 

Peter Davis, chief executive at 
Prudential, the UK’s largest insurer, 
explained: “There is a growing ten- 
dency Towards convergence, where 
(he banks, building societies and life 
companies arc coming together. In 
the next five years, I think we will 
see the emergence of six or seven 
major retail consumer finandal 
players.” 

This tendency for convergence is 
forcing many of the larger building 
societies to opt for rapid expansion. 
By offering not just mortgages and 
savings accounts, but an array of 
finandal services they hope to sur- 
vive the intensifying competition in 
the industry. 

But there is another reason. 
Despite the proclaimed benefits of 
mutuality as one of the last bastions 
of democratic welfarism, the major- 


ity of building sodeties had long lost 
sight of the ideal. 

Anyone forced to sit through a 
society annual meeting, the only 
forum through which members could 
express their views, will tell a simi- 
jar story - endless gripes aimed at an 
impassive hoard at the top table, 
while weak coffee and Garibaldi bis- 
cuits are served to a small band of 
mainly elderly democrats. 

In contrast, the would-be banks 
claim, shareholder democracy 
demands you arc the best and most 
competitive, because in a free mar- 
ket the only way to remain in busi- 
ness is to keep your customers happy. 
If shareholders don’t like the way 
their business is run. they can 
demand change. If they don’t like the 
way their bank is run, they can close 
their accounts and sell their shares. 

Nor do we notice when things 
change. Peter White, chief executive 
at Alliance & Leicester, one of the 
de-mutualising societies argued: 
“The debate about mutuality is a red 
herring. Since the Abbey National 
became the first to convert it has 
remained a building society in the 
public's perception." 

The irony, as the consumer mag- 
azine Much? points out, is that 
despite the boredom factor, building 
societies have delivered cheaper 
mortgages and higher savings rates 
than banks. 

A £10,000 investment in an aver- 
age building society account would 
have delivered £380 more after five 
years than with a bank deposit 
account. Smaller societies have 
tended to be even more competitive, 
adding an average of £200 more to 
that investment. Mortgages at 
Nationwide are 0.5 percent cheaper 
than at Abbey National. 

Despite the rearguard battle by 
Nationwide, Bradford & Bingley and 
others, including the belated handing 
back of hundreds of millions of pounds 
m profits to their members, the bat- 
tle over mutuality is largely lost Nor- 
wich Union’s recent announcement 
that it too is considering a flotation, 
marks the first breach in the ranks of 
mutual insurers. Small societies, oper- 
ating on the margins, among a loyal 
local following, may stUJ survive. But 
the proud behemoths of the past will 
soon be no more. 

Peter Jenkins will miss them: “I 
do feel sorry for building societies. 
In a lot of ways, I actually believe in 
the ideal of mutual support they 
stand for ... a softer, gentler type of 
society and all that. But if you are 
offered the chance to make’a bit of 
money, how can you turn it down?" 



BEEN THERE, DONE THAT 

Abbey National - the mammy and the daddy 
of them all. The first to float in 1989, giving each 
of its five million members 100 free shares worth 
£130. Shares were worth £5.61 yesterday, down 
from a peak of £6.61. There are now 2.4 million 
shareholders, less than half the original number. 

PLANNING FOR FLOAT OR 
TAKEOVER 

Halifax - Britain's biggest society, with about 10 
million members, including 1.9 million borrowers. 
Merged with Leeds- Permanent last year. Valued at 
£10bn. Plans to float in the summer of 1997. 
Members will receive an estimated £500 worth of 
shares, plus a further amount based on saving 
balances. Along with other societies planning to 
de-mutualise, it has not cut its standard mortgage 
rate below 7.25 per cent Cynics say it's because 
future shareholders wouldn't like a cut in profits. 

Woolwich - the third-la rgest society, with about 
3.5 million members, including 600,000 
borrowers. Estimated to be worth up to £3 bn. 
Rocked by resignation of its chief executive. Peter 
Robinson, over alleged financial irregularities. Plans 
to put flotation proposals to members in April, with 
de-mutualisation in late summer 1997. Shares 
distribution ‘will be similar" to Halifax. 

Alliance ft Leicester - fourth -largest Valued 
at about £2.5bn. About three million members, 
including 500,000 borrowers, who may be in line 
for about £800 to £1,000 of free shares. Tlte 
society is one of the most diversified - since 1990 
has owned Girobank, a UK clearing bank operating 
through the Post Office. AAL aims to beat 
Woolwich to the draw on flotation date. 

National ft Provincial - seve nth-largest, its 
1.4 million members voted on Thursday for a 
£JL35bn takeover by Abbey National. In August, 


Jo Brand’s 

I had never believed in the concept of jet lag, until it hit me squarely in 
even- bit of my body after arriving in Sydney this week. I have now walked 
round like a zombie for several days, getting words wrong and falling asleep 
at the most unusual times. Well, I assume it's jet lag- It may have something 
to do with the aircraft staff spraying the entire plane with insecticide before 
we were allowed off. What a bizarre thing to do, and something everyone I 
know who has been to Australia has failed to mention. Al least they man t 
rive us aQ a bell and instruct us to wander round shouting. Unclean! Iwas 
also ajhised that on a long flight, it is very important to remove does ; as feet 
and ankles swell. Sure enough, after 22 hours, my ankles and feet looked 
huge. No change there then. 


Sydney has reassuringly named areas 


: Despite the fact I am on the other side 

of the world, the climate is also 
reminiscent of good old Blighty as 
Well, witfa rain and stiff breezes. In this 
bnge island paradise, however; I had 
not expected to come across some of 
Ibe more unacceptable aspects of 
E ngland . Jeff with whom I am 
J •ounng, went off for a walk on the day 

rf oar arrival and was told fa no 
uncertain toms by two tramps to U F— 
iff.” Sweet, isn’t it? 

Wonting television in Australia is 
similar to ours iti Britain, although 



there are some differences. Every few 
minutes over here, the viewer is 
transported away from the presenter 
to someone in a hideous leotard who 
tries to sell them a painful-looking 
implement designed to flatten the 
tummy. Failing the appearance of Ms 
Hideous Leotard, the viewer is 
presented with a stressed-loolring 
housewife who has just lost 12 stone 
in an hour at somewhere called 
Gloria’s. This morning we were 
blessed with a real treat, a contraption 
called a “Treadmill”, on which you 
can stroll for hours in the comfort of 
your own home. “T’eadmiU struck 
me as a particularly appropriate name 
for a pointless piece of metal for 
women to add to their ever- 
ggp 2 B(jing armouiy of keep*® 
omectsTas they wheeze ever onwards 
in the battle to keep in shape. . 

lam off to Tasmania this weekend, to 

yidt a friend of mine who* haring been 
a frustrated and bored anaesthetist in 
London, is now a GP there. Tasmania 
has the same sort of reputation ro 

Anstmlia as the Isle of Man has m 

Britain. Homosexuality is a dmo, 
and its existence appears to be 
monitored by various Neighbourhood 
«ktch-type groups. One assumes that, 
ijke the rest of Australia, Tasmania is 
a nti-moaardiy.'WeIl,any opportunity 
to gel rid of another old queen. 



week 


^.3 


persisted for two hours, I inquired as 
to whether the line was out of order, 
to be told, “Well, there's been a lot of 
rain lately." Don't tell British 
Telecom, they!! want to use it, too. 

The Australian government, which 
has recently transformed from 
Labour to a Liberal/ Co use rva Live 
coalition, seems to have thrown up a 
prime minister to rival John Major in 
the personality stakes. About five 
people 1 spoke to here couldn’t 
actually remember his name. (John 
Howard, I think.) It seems this new 




. •** aoa * 


1 heard the best excuse ever from a . 
telephone operator today, about why • 

I could not get through to my friend 

in Tasmania. After the engaged signal John who? 




government could hardly wait to 
renege on its promises and is 
planning to downsize fas they say in 
America) the civil service. 

Meanwhile, in Victoria, the main 
■man, Paul Rennet, who has the 
reputation of being a cross between 
Margaret Thatcher and Saddam 
Hussein, has gone a bit bonkers and 
suggested legalising cannabis. Could 
be interesting. For myseff, I hardly 
feel tike 1 need to get involved with a 
drag that increases the appetite. 

No one has said “G’day" to me yet. 
No one has called me “cobber". I've 
heard not one mention of “Bruce" or 
“Shefla". Neither have I been 
congratulated with a “good on yer" or 
spotted a single person in a hat with 
corks swinging off it. Nobody has sung 
“Waltzing Matilda” or used the word 
“Abo”, let alone showed any signs of 
dating or, indeed, copulating with a 
woolly animal. Nobody has shown any 
signs of moralising in the banal and 
predictable fashion of Neighbours and 
there certainly are not any Les 
Pattersons around, dribbling down 
their clothes. (Apart from me with my 
jet lag, of course.) 

Having said that, neither myself nor 
Jeff nor our lour manager has anything 
with a Union Jade on it None of us 
has been heard bemoaning the fret 
that we can’t get a decent cup of tea. 
We haven’t gone out without any sun 
cream on and turned into lobsters. We 
haven’t shouted very loudly at anyone 
or insisted on “proper" milk. We 
haven’t sung any football songs, peed 
in the street demanded chips or worn 
socks with sandals. Where do these 
stereotypes come from? I think it’s 
probably just one person in each 
country who is responsible. In the 
coming weeks, I may change my mind 
and, hopefully, my mind will change 
back to its old self and I will cease' to 
be in a walking coma in the jet lag 
department 1 feel a coma coming on 
now. G’day cobbers. 


borrowers will get cash or shares worth £500. 
Savers will get £750, plus seven per cent of 
saving balances up to a £50,000 maximum. 

Northern Rock - a relative minnow, with about 
a million members, including 250,000 borrowers. 
Strong regional player in North-east Rotation a 
defensive move: intends to stick to niche mortgage 
and savings market Valued at £lbn, its members 
win receive shares worth up to £1,000 each. Vote 
in April, flotation in October. 

Bristol ft West - ninth-largest 1.2 million 
savers and 200.000 borrowers. Analysts value it at 
£600-£800m; possible pay-out of about £750 per 
member if it accepts bid by Bank of Ireland. 


THE REFUSENIKS (SO FAR) 

Nationwide - the second -la rgest, with seven 
million members including L2 million borrowers. 
Migit be worth £7bn if floated but firmly opposed to 
idea. It is giving £2 00m a year to members, in the 
form of cheaper mortgages and better savings rates. 
Says this is a benefit of staying mutual. With the 
Ybrkshire society, it is the most competitive high- 
street lender, with a variable rate of 6.74 per cent. 

Bradford ft Bingley - ranked fifth: 1.4 million 
savers and 600,000 borrowers. Could be worth 
£2-£3bn if floated. Well run, it insists on gving 
only independent financial advice to clients. Most 
vocal proponent of mutuality, gives Its members 
“loyalty' bonuses worth £50m a year. Offers highly 
competitive savings rates and a mortgage rate of 
6.99 per cent 1 

Britannia - sixth -largest about 1.2 million 
savers and 250,000 borrowers. Unlike other 
societies, its £35m annual loyalty package, 
announced in February, involves cash hand-outs 
worth up to £500 a member per year. However, a 
saver with £2,000 in a savings account would 
receive just £6.25. Borrowers who remain with the 


society tor more than five years receive a cut in 
their variable mortgage. 

Yorkshire - aggressively pro-mutual, with its own 
£20m annual give-back package to 800.000 
savers and 150,000 borrowers including a 6.74 
per cent mortgage rate, equal to Nationwide's. 
Ranked 10th: valued at £800m. 

Other medium-ranked societies to have spoken in 
favour of mutual status include: The Skipton, which 
acquired tome when John Major praised it in the 
Commons for offering free unemployment 
insurance; the Coventry, which announced a £20m 
annual package of cheaper mortgages and higher 
savings rates last month, and the Fortman, led by 
Building Sodeties Association chairman Ken Gulley. 


IN PLAY 

Bftranfngham MidsMres - Not large (some 
700,000 savers and 100,000 borrowers), unlike 
the ambition of its chief executive, Mike Jackson. 
(He is tipped as possible replacement for Peter 
Robinson at Woolwich.) Under him, it has competed 
aggressively, building a £7bn mortgage book. 

Valued it at £450m. Ripe tor takeover or merger. 

Chelsea - Ranked 16th. with 50,000 borrowers 
and 200,000 savers. Well-run society. Often 
compared to Cheltenham & Gloucester, itself taken 
over by Lloyds Bank last year. Has in toe past 
strongly backed mutuality, but observers note 
recent silence from its Cheltenham headquarters. 

Other sodeties tipped indude West Bromwich, 
enmired in ar damaging war with regulators over 
mortgages jjanted to many elderly people. The 
money was invested to provide an income and 
repay the loan. But the home income schemes 
went belly-up, leaving borrowers thousands of 
pounds in debt Ripe tor takeover by a mutual. 


SHORT BREAK 
SPECIALS 

2 NIGHTS 

EED & SREAKFAST FROM 

£16 

PER PERSON PER NIGH 


DIMMER, 

BED & BREAKFAST 

FROM £26 


Enjoy a short break that 
will feel more like a holiday! 


EB £16.50 DBfiB £26 

Oiso:a P/S0 Ouctc P259 


I BB £28 

DBS.B £39 1 

| o-.oti prsb 

O’jcrc - - 1 


DB6B £44 


BB £19.50 DB&B £29 

•Quo:” ? 792 O jom- ?2V' 


EE £38 DBSB £49 


BB £24 DB3.B £35 

CvO'.cr P753 O!.:o:o P 


Abergsmay The Angel 

Bristol St Vincent Rada Hotel 

Bwy St Etknunds The Soft* 

Ct«i w teyiGetwkk The George 

CrmrthoDKflfadnr The Wssrioo Hotel 
Derby Aston Cn^t 

Fr apfln ghaBi The Crown Hotel 

SnKtDimnow The Saracen's Head 

Bartow The Green Man Head 

How The Dodtey Hotel 

Liverpool TheGUdnone 

Luton ChatemHotd 

Peebles The Tontine 

Sh a ftestay TheGrosvenw 

Sheffield The Grawnor house Hotel 
Sherborne The Sherborne Hotel 

Tbvstod The Bedford 


Liverpool 

Luton 

Peebles 

Sh a ftosbny 

Sheffield The 

Sherborne 

Lmstodt 

■oraesterMahnn 


The Giffarri Hotel 




HOTELS 

TELEPHONE LINES OPEN TODAY 


All calls charged « local rates 

Alternatively contact your local travel agettL When booking please 
quote the relevant P code at the top of each band. White Hart Howls 
accept all major credit cards. Forte Gold Card also accepted. 


There »e a bated matted rooms avafebtesl these pfwmfaia! rales, aO bookings stijact to avaSatBy. Often are only avafebteatpatitipaSn) 
botob and cennot be used in axfnEtknwffli any other Ufa. Wees are per adufl periwjht based on 2 penons sharing a tarn or double mom or 
tar one peson in a single non; awe b a spptanert lor one peson in a MifttouWe nm d 35 per peson per right in peak periods, 
Qflsai under 5 FREE, prices lor ottaeftifren on request AC pros are intlusiwol VAT. 
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Our worst child abuse scandal must not be hushed up 


aational scandal is unfolding in north Wiles: 
^ *.a report into what could be Britain's most 
appalling child abuse case is being suppressed. 
The scandal is not just that at least 100. and pos- 


A 


sibly double that number, children were system- 
atically abused, while in the “care” of the state 


in (he !970s and Eighties. It is that a 300-page 
report into the affair has not been published and 
there is little sign that it will be soon. 

The scandal is one of the most organised and 
widespread cases of child abuse yet uncovered, 
involving a network of people in different local 
authority homes. At least 16 Conner inmates of 
the homes have since died, several through sui- 
cide, in circumstances that were related to their 
dreadftil treatment. It is not as if the authorities 
were unaware of what has gone on. Since 1974, 
more than 50 staff have been disciplined and sev- 
eral have been convicted. Yet none of the 14 
reports into the affair, 12 of them internal, has 
been published. This is a cover-up on a massive 
scale. The public is being denied information 
about how services operated in its name have 
been systematically exploited for the purposes of 
sexual abuse of the most vulnerable children. Vic- 
tims are being denied access to the information 
they need for redress. 

The latest and most comprehensive report was 
compiled by a team of three external childcare 
experts led by John Jillings, the former head of 
Derbyshire social services. It was commissioned 
last year by Clwyd County Council. Earlier this 
month, the council decided not to publish the 
Jillings report and demanded thaL all numbered 
copies of the document be handed in for pulp- 


ing. It is said the council took this decision 
because it feared publication would lay it open 
to legal claims. There are some suggestions that 


to legal claims . There are some suggestions 
the council's legal advisers warned that the 
report was libellous. Another suggestion is that 
the council’s insurers, Municipal Mutual, warned 
councillors that the report would help the victims 
to pursue claims for damages against the coun- 
cil. The insurer is alleged to have warned the 
council that in those circumstances it would not 
provide cover for the claims against the council. 
There are still other allegations that this has pro- 
vided the council with a convenient excuse for not 
publishing the report. 

That is not the end of the story, though. Nei- 
ther the insurance company nor the council exists 
any more. Qwyd County Council was swept away 
at the end of March in another wave of local gov- 
ernment reorganisation. Responsibility for the 
report has now passed to Flintshire County 
Council, which has ‘'administrative” responsibil- 
ity for it. Pinning down the insurance company 
is just as difficult. Municipal Mutual, which was 
a leading local authority insurer, went bust in 
October 1992. Most of its business was then 
bought by Zurich Mutual a Swiss giant. Zurich 
Mutual denies it has any responsibility for tbe 
case. It says it is a matter for Municipal Mutual 


bm Municipal Mutual is vending down. 

ae of the worst child 


So this is the situation. One i 
abuse scandals ever is met with a wall of organ- 
ised irresponsibility and buck passing. The his- 
tory of abuse and mismanagement at the homes 
is compounded by the way the imperatives of the 
private insurance market and the secrecy of local 



government have worked together to prevent 
publication of a vital report. . f 

As a result, answers to even the amplest oi 
questions are difficult to obtain: who is now 
responsible for deciding whether the report 
should be published? Put another way: whose 
report is it? .... 

It seems the answer to both questions will oe 
William Hague, the Secretaiy of Sla te for Wales, 
A version of the Jillmgs report is sitting on Mr 
Hague’s desk, awaiting his return from a trade 
missi on to the United States. It is not MrHa^ue s 
report. But, at the end of the day, in the highly 
imperfect world created by our system of local 
government, it seems that, politically, Mr Hague s 
office is the only place where a decision about 
publication can be taken. 

That is not completely illogical. The weisn 
Office is not immune from criticism. It is respon- 
sible for overseeing the funding of Welsh local 
authorities. It operates the system of inspections 
that so clearly frilled to identify or do anything 
about abuse that took place over many years. Yet 
it is alsn an indictment of the way that the case 
has been handled that a decision on whether to 
publish the Jillings report should be taken only 
when the buck is passed all the way up to tbe Sec- 
retaiy of State. 

One lesson from the affair is that the legal sta- 
tus of these reports needs to be clarified to make 
it clear wfaat power insurance companies have 
over them. Jt is quite normal for there to be a con- 
flict of interest between an insurance company 
and someone ranking a claim against it. However, 
where the interests of the insurance company 


| VUUIU IA. 

of Mm-ta *« ^PjfSJdSS 2£fi 

prevent’* counoilOTirai^ng public such arepMj- 

KSd simply point out, “ toS 

daims against a po Gey would probably Kaorp^ 
oSSorGonies. There a noffiugsmi* 
ter in this; it's just normal insurance practice. 
However, a better solution may to give reports 
nrotection to make sure. 


However, a better solution may to give reports 
suSSspedai 
they can be published- One 
.1 snrh as this should be conducted 


they can t*e puDueneu- 
rr.f innmHis xuch as tins should be 

Sider the wing of a public ^dog 
to Parliament/ such as the 
mission. This formalisation of the status of tiro* 
Sorts would help the insurance companies, ft 
make it dear they had no influence over.. 


reports would help the insurance oompames. « 
w£jd make it dear they had no mfiuence^over 
whether reports such as this could be pobhshed 
That would put councfllots squarely op the spot 
to take responsibility for making the in formatio n 
public. They could not hide behind the msurere. 
th*. lrmu nm. the onlv wav we can haveomr hope 


that scandals the like of Ctywd will not occur agam 
is if documents such as the Jillings report are made- 
public and the lessons within them are leamL 
This is the most troubling issue Mr Hague ha&. 
had to deal with since assuming his. post. 7 HR? 
should consider long and haxdhotvto publish the 
report. But the answer to the big question is 
already clean the report must be published and 


Mr Hague must order it to be pi 


LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


National Lottery is a success 


Sin Your leader 111 April) 
about tbe National Lottery 
raises important issues about 
regulation and distribution of 
money to good causes. 

Parliament decided on the 
distribution of money to good 
causes. Already the distributing 
bodies have made over 5.500 
awards to projects the length 
and breadth of the countiy. As 
the number of awards increase, 
1 will continue to keep under 
review the rules which allow the 
benefits of the National Lottery 
to be felt by people in every 
community. 

I have already made changes 
to the rules on distribution. On 
1 April I announced that lottery 
money could be used, for the 
first time, on developing the tal- 
ents and potential of people 
such as talented athletes and 
sports people and individual 
performers and young artists. 

The UK lottery is one of the 
most effectively regulated lot- 
teries in the world. Parliament 
is the ultimate regulator. The 
National Audit Office, the Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee and 
the National Heritage Select 
Committee have all scrutinised 
various aspects of the organi- 
sation, regulation and distribu- 
tion of lottery funds. It is wrong 


to say that there has been little 
or no monitoring or research 
on the National Lottery. Oflot 
has conducted research using 
four different organisations 
over the last ten months. 

Government research shows 
that tbe average household 
spent £2.10 per week after 
prizes in the first year of the lot- 
tery. This compares with an 
average weekly spend of over 
£5 on cigarettes and over £12 
on alcohol. 

This does not suggest exces- 
sive participation. But there will 
be further research, and I will 
continue to monitor the results 
of that work, taking appropriate 
action if it is justified. 

In an extremely short period 
of time, the National Lottery 
has become the most dynamic 
national institution in Britain. 
It is the most successful of its 
kind in the world. It devotes 
one of the highest proportions 
of proceeds to good causes, and 
one of the lowest to running 
costs. I intend to ensure that it 


Evidence of contamination from Chernobyl 


remains a success. 

Virginia Bottomley 
Secretary of State for 
National Heritage 
Department of 
National Heritage 
London SW1 


Pointing the gun at Liberia 


Sir The conflict in Liberia is not 
simply a chaotic tribal melee 
(“30 Britons seek refuge in 
embassy", 10 April). At the 
heart or this tragedy lie struggles 
between political Hites cyni- 
cally exploiting disaffected 
young Liberians whose only 
opportunity for food, shelter, 
and a distorted sense of prestige 
comes from the barrel of a gun. 

With over 1,200,000 people 
forced to flee their homes - 
swelled by a further 20.000 in 
ihe Iasi five days - the imme- 
diate need for emergency aid to 
protect civilians from degrading 
conditions and cruel treatment 
is paramount. 

However, if there is any 
chance of avoiding further con- 
flict tbe United Nations and 
donors will have to act forth- 


rightly to secure a durable polit- 
ico solution. Serious pressure 
must be brought to hear on the 
country's political leaders to 
reach a meaningful and 
accountable peace accord. At 
the same time tbe international 
community must provide con- 
stant support for efforts to 
demobilise, disarm, and rein- 
tegrate soldiers - most of them 
of school age - into civilian life. 


If young fighters, who have 


known little but the tragedy of 
war, do not see they have an 
alternative to the gun, they will 
remain a destabilising force 
and future conflict is ever more 
likely. 

Philip Bloomer 
Senior Policy Advisor 
Oxfam UK and Ireland 
Oxford 


The true cost 
of lorry travel 


Sir: It is a pity that Geoff Dos- 
selter, of the Freight Transport 
Association, skated so lightly 
over the cost to the country of 
lorry travel (Letters, 6 April). 

His statement, “lorries pay 
taxes well in excess of their 
road-wear cosis”. hides more 
than it reveals. In fad. as recent 
work by David Pearce has 
shown, the true costs of lorry 
travel arc very' high. If ihe pol- 
lution, congestion, noise and 
deaths and serious injuries 
caused by heavy lorries are 
given a monetary value, they 
come nowhere near to paying 
their way. 

indeed, another study. A 
New Framework for Freight 


Transport, published by the 
Civic Trust, found that if heavy 


lorries were to pay their way, 
there would be such a substan- 
tial switch of freight to the rail- 
ways that they would be able to 
run their freight trains, at profit, 
without receiving any subsidy 
from the Government. That is 
the environ mentally-friendly 
and econonucaHy-sensible way- 
forward. 

John Stewart 
Chair. Alarm UK 
London E3 


Harness the 
spirit of London 


Sin Your comments about Lon- 
don (“London needs a mayor”, 
1 1 April) do less than justice to 
the range of London-wide ini- 
tiatives now underway through 
groups such as ALG and Lon- 
don First 

We do indeed need a greater 
sense of civic pride but the pub- 
lic's response to the current 
scries of debates on the future 
of London, initiated by the 
Architecture Foundation, 
demonstrates that there is a 
considerable collective spirit 
and a will to do better. 

We now need to focus on 
practical measures to harness 
that spirit and need to move 
quickly. A Cities White Paper 
to match the recent Country- 
side White Paper would also 
help. 

Michael G william 
Director 
Civic Trust 
London SW1 


Sin In claiming that the Cher- 
nobyl death toil numbers hun- 
dreds of thousands the Ukrain- 
ian Government is likely to be 
correct (“Confusion as scien- 
tists dispute the death toll after 
Chernobyl”, 10 April). 

Chernobyl fallout was mea- 
surable not just in Scotland, but 
as far away as the US, where a 
number of health effects were 
identified. These included 
increases in thyroid cancer and 
neonatal hypothyroidism, 
despite the fact that doses from 
radio-iodine were between 1,000 
and 10,000 times smaller than in 
Belarus and the Ukraine. 

Cautious western scientists 
may concede that “the full pic- 
ture” of health detriment will 
take years to emerge, but we do 
not have to wait. There is 
already plenty of evidence that, 
where internal contamination is 
concerned, officially accepted 
perceptions of health hazard 
from man-made isotopes err by 
a factor of 1,000 or maybe 


more. A reassessment of inter- 
nal dosimetry is urgently 
needed. 

Richard Bkamhall 
Low Level Radiation 
Campaign 
Bufith Wells, Powys 


Sin Your editorial is right to 
identify both the need to close 
the two remaining Chernobyl 
reactors as soon as possible and 
the importance or G7 aid to 
help achieve this. However, the 
terms of the G7 deal on offer 
envisage foe majority of the 
$23bn being spent on the com- 
pletion of two new nuclear 
reactors in Ukraine, with all the 
safely, environmental and eco- 
nomic problems this will 
inevitably entail. Such a course 
of action would only exacerbate 


the country’s energy and eco- 
nomic probli 


stems. 

Ukraine is one of the most 
energy intensive countries in 
the world, a combination of 
both large consumption by 


heavy industry and poor effi- 
ciency in the whole energy sec- 
tor. As prices for energy in the 
region reach world market lev- 
els, Ukraine wifi find itself 
increasingly unable to provide 
income to meet its fuel bills and 
the critical state of the country's 
economy will worsen. 

If the G7 is serious about 
helping Ukraine, the grants 
and loans it can provide should 
be directed at improving the 
efficiency of energy use there. 
The G7 money invested in 
energy efficiency could obviate 
the need for the two new reac- 
tors, as well as allowing the clo- 
sure of Chernobyl. 

The UK knows that nuclear 
power is uneconomic. John 
Major should be calling for a 
sensible and sustainable enerj 
policy at the forthcoming 
meeting. 

Yours faithfully, 
Bridget Woodman 
Greenpeace UK 
London N1 



The cormorant under attack from anglers 


Planet Earth 


When to endorse the culling: of cormorants 


Sin The cormorant debate is 
more complex than that 
described in Martyn Kelly’s 
article (8 April). 

The population explosion is 
largely made up of an inland 
breeding, continental sub- 
species rather than indigenous 
esturial residents. Robin 
Wynde. for ihe RSPB outlines 
an excessively single-minded 
bird protectionist case. Con- 
servation is far wider than this. 

Wc seek to protect the genet- 
ically unique and rapidly dimin- 
ishing stocks of Atlantic salmon 
in the lowland rivers of south- 
ern England. Examination of 
cormorant faeces by colleagues 
on the rivers Test and lichen 
catchments give ample evi- 
dence of micro-tags from 
threatened juvenile salmon, 
devoured by these voracious 
immigrants. These fish stocks 

have been reared and intro- 
duced al great expense and 
effort by conservationists. 


Scaring birds as a means of 
control is ineffective and, at 
best, simply moves the problem 
to an upstream or downstream 
neighbour. 

The RSPB are not adverse to 
a cull when it suits their pur- 
pose. Have they not poisoned 
rats, crushed gulls' eggs and 
shot foxes in the past? 

B G Marshall 
Chairman 
Wessex Salmon Association 
Cambridge 


Sir. The RSPB makes it clear 
that it will not flinch from 
endorsing the killing of cor- 
morants, as part of a properly 
formulated scheme for scaring 
the birds away, should serious 
damage be proved. This has not 
been the case in the incidents 
which you report (8 April). 

At the British Trust for 
Ornithology wc are undertak- 
ing a contract for the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Fisheries and 


Food, the Department of the 
Environment and the National 
Rivera Authority lo do pan of 
the basic research on these 
birds. Has there been an inva- 
sion of the southern race sinen- 
sis, which is globally rather 
rare, into Britain to displace 
our traditional curbo birds? If 
they have come in arc their 
habits different - in particular 
arc they more likely lo fish 
inland? What arc the popula- 
tions of breeding cormorants 
doing at the moment? 

Your article mentioned an 
impossible increase in the cor- 
morant colony at Abberlon 
Reservoir in Essex. The breed- 
ing birds there have increased 
apace but the number of pairs 
there last year was 507. In 1990 
there were 356 pairs present 
and not 19,000. 

Chris Mead 
British Trust for 
Ornithology 
Hilborough, Norfolk 


Divorce terms 


Sin The divorce settlement 
between Mrs Churchill and 
myself is a personal matter 
between us. 1 have no inten- 
tion of commenting publicly 
upon it beyond saving that 
your story (“Lottery ’may fund 
Churchill divorce". 1 1 April) 
is os fanciful as ihe one in the 


William Hickey column of the 
Daily Express the previous day. 
The" financial settlement 
involved bears no relation to 
the sum suggested in your 
columns. 

Winston S Churchill 
MP for Davyhulmc (Con) 
House of Commons 
London SW12 


Angelic comment 


Sir: If Kathy King supposes ( 1 1 
October) that no one wants the 
Gateshead Angel she ought to 
visit the exhibition in (he Ship- 
ley Art Gallery, where com- 
ment in the viators' book is pre- 
dominantly favourable. 

G N Doyle 
Gateshead 
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Organic 

health 


Sir My heartfelt thanks to your 
writers who put the case so 
oompellingly for organic and 
less intensive farming meth- 
ods (9 April). 

1, for one, would choose to 
buy organic produce every tone 
and we, the consumers, should 
demand this and also demand 
that it be made more easily 
available and cheaper. 

The Government is always 
going on about the health of the 
nation. Increasing exposure to 
harmful chemicals and other 
aspects of intensive farming is 
not only jeopardising our 
health but the health of future 
generations yet unborn. 

Ann Hark [man 
St Leonards on Sea, 
East Sussex 


RUTH 

PICARDIE 


Jobs for 
the girls 



Sir: You are quite right 
(“Where is the CJD epi- 
demic?”, 1 1 April) -there is no 
question of an “epidemic” and 
there never will be what is gen- 
erally understood by the word 
“epidemic”. We are noL dealing 
with smallpox or typhoid here: 
this organism is not a bac- 
terium or an ordinary virus - it 
is unique and the majority of 
humans are not likely to be sus- 
ceptible to it however big a dose 
they have swallowed. 

What is important about 
these newly-reported cases of 
CJD in the UK is that they are 
all so young. Classical CJD 
doesno’l declare itself until the 
sufferers are in their sixties or 
older. Here, in the UK, we sud- 
denly see the disease behaving 
in a new way, namely appear- 


ing in ten people under the age 


40, half of them under 20. 
What is there about the UK 
that might have caused it? 

H CGrant 
London NW3 


Sin Our food s not “coated with 
thick layers of chemicals” (“Can 
British farming go green?", 9 
April). Where residues occur 
they are of the order of a part 
per million and usually occur 
much less. Residues in crops are 
subject to statutory maximum 
residue levels. 

David J Eagle 
(Retired soil scientist) 
Little Shclford, 
Cambridgeshire 


Sin Animal welfarism have long 
been campaigning for 
improved conditions in our 
slaughterhouses. Amongst 
other things they have urged 
Lhat slaughtermen should be 
better trained and paid as 
skDled workers. On no account 
should they be employed on 
piece-rates with all the oppor- 
tunities lo “cut comers” lhat 
such employment presents. 

If the Government had taken 
notice they would have engaged 
sufficient inspectors to imple- 
ment such improvements. 
Then, perhaps, they would also 
have been alerted to other eor- 
ner-cuiting activities such as 
those concerning safety and 
hygiene. 

Joan Haggard 

Harpenden, Hertfordshire 


Sin In view of the catastrophe 
that faces the British beef and 
dairy industries in Britain, 
shouldn't we be ploughing up 
grant-assisted "set aside” land 
to plant mangles and other 
winter iced today, in prepara- 
tion for “organically" feeding 
our remaining cattle 
tomorrow? 

Gillian O’Sullivan 
High Roding, 
Essex 


T he news this week has been 
dominated by three nice 
middle-class girls called Lisa, 
Liz and Di. Bright, ambitious, 
a few years apart in age, they 
could have been friends. 
Instead, they offer a lesson in 
the perils of female celebrity. 

Here comes fresh-faced Lisa, 
wife of the disgraced former 
Barings trader Nick Leeson. 
When he fell to Earth, Lisa got 
on with her life, sensibly moved 
m with her parents in Kent, got 
a job as a part-time waitress. 
Now Lisa has become the 
world’s first celebrity flight 
attendant, employed by the 
people at Virgin Atlantic. And 
why not? She likes to waitress, 
she needs to traveL Now she’s 
a waitress in the sky. 

Good for you, Lisa. But how 
long will it last? Because you 
know how people talk: 

“Hello, my name is Lisa and 
I'll be looking after you on 
today's flight to Singapore.” 

“Singapore? I’m on my way 
to Washington!” 

“Don't worry, sir, we’re Dy- 
ing the other way today." 

“But I’ve got a vital meeting 
at 3pro. Will we make it in 
time?" 

“Of course we will, sir! We’re 
just stopping off in Germany for 
a few weeks. " (Smiles brightly.) 
“Please make sure your seat is 
in an upright position.” 

“What about the safety talk?” 
“Oh we don't bother with 


than any more, sir. Virgin trusts 
iff ir 


its staff implicitly." (Smiles 
brightly.) “Can I get you some- 
thing Lo drink?" 

“Oh God ... get me a large 
whisky." 

“I'm sorry, sir. We only have 
water available today. I think 
you'll find it goes very well 
with the dry bread.” 

“Just give me a pair of ear- 
phones. will you?’ 


to Earth, Liz got an 'frith her 
life, having just taken a job as 
an icon for foe people at Estee 
Lauder. Look, here she is in 
Vogue, advertising Perfection- 
ist Lightweight Creme Makeup: 
“Luminous, polished, refined.” 
And why not? Liz is luminous 
polished, refined. 

Good for you, Liz. But how 
long will it last? Because y^j. 
know how people talk: ~ 7 

“Elizabeth? Whft in, please. 
What's all this aboutyou having 
an affair. It’s all over foe Sun." 

“Jeez Estge, it was years 
ago.” 

“Yeah, but who the hell is 
Tom Sizemore?" 

“He’s an actor, tike my 
boyfriend Except better.” 

“My dear Elizabeth, Hugh 
Grant happens to be a class act 
Luminous, polished, refined.” 

“Class act? You call oral sex 
with a hooker a class act?” 

Just kidding! As the people at 
Est£e Lauder said when Lizzie's 
appointment was announced 
“Her relationship with anyone 
else has nothing to do with our 
choice as spokeswoman.” 

Finally let’s give a big wel- 
come to Princess Di, wife of 
disgraced heir to foe throne 
Prince Charles. When he fen to 
Earth, Di got on with her life, 
as mother, charity worker, 
ambassador for Britain. Good 
for you, Di. But how long will 
it last? Because you know how 
people talk: 

“What are we going to do 
about this cellulite problem, 
your Highness? The Express 
called it “poison deposits, like 
slime at the bottom of the 
river”. 

Oh. Max. you know as well 
as I that there's no such thing 
as cellulite. Women who aitf^’t . 
bulimic and who don’t go to Se 


“Certainly, sir. Our film pro- 
WaU Street 


gramme today is 

followed by Escape from Alca- 
traz." (Smiles brightly.) 

Just (ridding! As the people 
at Virgin said this week. Lisa's 
appoint roent was “based on 


her own merits, personality, 
and skills". 


Next, teetering ever so 
slightly in her sparkly shoes, 
comes lovely Liz Hurley, girl- 
friend of the disgraced film 
star Hugh Grant. When he fell 


T go to 

S™ every day have wobbly 
thighs. It s a patriarchal 
conspiracy." 

"But your Highness, you do 
go Jo the gym every day.” 

Do I? Enn, that’s because 
I used to be a princess and 
princesses have to be perfect. 
But I’ve been in therapy, and 
rm a person in my own right 
now. Almost" 

The moral? If you’re going to 
be famous, get there on your 
own merits. Otherwise, you’re 
only as good as foe man who 
got you there in the first place. 
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bird on 
two legs 

No wonder investors were drawn 
to the ostrich. It’s a remarkable 
success, says Nicholas Schoon 
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The ostrich is renowned for its 
™ stupidity, but it is the thou- 
sands of investors in the stricken 
Ostrich Farming Corporation who 
are feeling foolish this weekend. 
When they sent off their cheques 
for thousands of pounds to buy one 
of the birds their heads must surely 
have been buried somewhere in the 
sand. Surely “guaranteed" rates of 
return of at least 50 per cent from 
such an unlikely investment should 
have aroused suspicion. 

.This was not a biotechnology 
company about to reap huge 
returns from a major advance in 
genetics. Nor was it an emerging 
market fund, feeding off the prodi- 
gious growth of developing market 
economies in South-east Asia. This 
was an investment in a bird. And a 
bird which has a reputation for stu- 
pidity at that. 

There were some warnings in the 
press: that an ostrich was not an 
investment covered by the usual 
compensation arrangements under- 
written by Jaw, that the OFC’s man- 
aging director Brian Ketchell had 
had business failures earlier in his 
career. The corporation's offices on 
a wooded business park near Mans- 
field in Nottinghamshire are empty. 


will be a market for Iheir tasty red 
meat and soft leather hides. 

Of course this is not the first time 
investors have been suckered into 
an investment of obvious ridicu- 
lousness. In the 17th century, the 
Dutch lost fortunes on a tulip 
investment bubble. There was more 
recently a fashion for investment in 
angora goats for their fine wool 
(how often do you see people wear- 
ing them?). Yet in the history of 
such exotic livestock investment 
opportunities none seems quite so 
fitting as the stupid ostrich. 

But we should be wary of writing 
off the ostrich quite so confidently. 
For ostriches are not stupid, at 
least not for a bird. They have sim- 
ply had some ridiculously ted press. 

No ostrich has ever been docu- 
mented as sticking its bead in the 
sand to hide from a threat The idea 
that they ever did probably arose 
from their habit of lying their long 
necks and head flat on the ground 
when sitting on the nest, the better 
to hide themselves from preda- 
tors. Quite clever, really. 

When a group of them is sur- 
prised they scatter at top speed in 
all directions. That makes them 
look silly, but it is a sensible strai- 
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A captive ostrich will swallow nails and glass to help it to tfigest its food 
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eggs over a few weeks. Other 
females, which may have no more 
space in their own nests, pop in to 
add eggs of their own without the 
resident mother complaining. 

If more eggs arc laid than she 
can cover with her wings and body 
(36 is not unusual) she begins to 
cast some out. To us, all the eggs 
look the same, but fieldwork by Dr 


Ostriches are not stupid, at least not for a bird. They 
ijhave simply had some riduculously bad press 


The Department of Tirade and 
Industry put the company into 
receivership last week. Now the 
Serious Ftaud Office and two police 
forces are on the trail of its ostriches. 

The firm's collapse has pricked 
the bubble of Britain's ostrich farm- 
ing boom. Hardly any ostrich meat 
is sold or eaten in this country; there 
is not a single ostrich abattoir. But 
in the past few years, tens of thou- 
sands of pounds have poured into 
buying, keeping and breeding the 
birds, m the hope that one day there 


egy for confusing a serious preda- 
tor such as a lion. 

They abandon eggs in large num- 


earthen nests to form a “doomed 
ring” of unincubated ovoids. That 
appears deeply foolish. 

But, as the ostrich expert Dr 
Brian Bertram explains, it turns out 
to be an exercise in ingenuity. 
Ostrich nests are a sort of collective. 
Dug out by the male, they are 
attended by one female who lays 
the bulk of the 51b creamy white 


Bertram and colleagues in East 
Africa has shown that the resident 
female almost never ejects any of 
her own. Clever of her, don't you 
think? 

Captive ostriches are notorious 
for eating the inedible - nails, bits 
of glass and other sharp objects, 
which then do them great harm. 
But this seems slightly less stupid 
when you consider that, in the 
wild, they regularly swallow largish 
stones to help grind up vegetable 
food in their gizzards. 


No, the ease for the ostrich goes 
even further than this, if you take 
the broad, biological view. How did 
a bird that lost its ability to fly 
become an evolutionary success 
story, covering the arid and semi- 
arid regions of all Africa and 
spreading into Arabia? Imagine 
what would have happened to us if 
a vital function, such as the ability 
to walk, was taken away from us? 
Seen in that fight the ostrich must 
be a remarkably clever bird to have 
survived, despite such disadvan- 
tage. It is a bird that can compete 
with mammals on their own terms 
and survive; no mean feat. 

And do not underestimate the 
street-fighting instincts of a bird 
that has managed to prosper 
despite such deprivations. The 
ostrich may be a vegetarian by 
nature, but corner a 15-stone, 8ft 
tall adult and it can turn vicious. 
Each foot bears two toes that can 
rip a human body open; several 
people have been killed by them. 

At the start of the Nineties only 
a few dozen ostriches were being 
raised in Britain but today there are 
10,000 (so if they all get angry and 
out of control at the same time 
there could be a riot). 

Indeed the farming of the ostrich 


may be the latest act in its defiance 
of evolutionary gravity. Mid ostrich 
populations have been hard hit by 
hunting and habitat destruction. 
They have become extinct in Saudi 
Arabia; the North African sub- 
species is endangered. So perhaps 
their move into farming is a shrewd 
one; in the next century their cap- 
tive population will probably out- 
number the wild one. Once again 
they seem set to beat the evolu- 
tionary odds which are stacked 
against them. 

Even in captivity, in Britain at 
least, fanned ostriches have 
escaped battery forming. They are 
the raly farm animal covered by the 
Dangerous Wild Animals Ad. Any- 
one who keeps them has to have a 
licence granted annually by the 
local council, which sets conditions 
for how they are kept 

Three years ago Dr Bertram 
was commissioned by the RSPCA 
to draw up ostrich farming stan- 
dards. He stipulated that they 
should have access to growing veg- 
etation outdoors, and there should 
be no more than 15 birds per acre. 
Councils will not usually grant a 
licence unless these standards are 
met. Clever bird to have got such 
comfortable quarters. 


W hen it comes to the art of eat- 
ing Nineties-style, no man, 
- roman or child is an island. We have 
to eat an atlas of food for 
.. breakfast, dinn er, lunch and lea. In 
Jtie arid the same restaurant, modern 
/hoei^bck into food trawled from the 
grid's oceans and cooked in styles 
■ ldoptcd from as far afield as Yucatan 
.ind Yakutsk. All’s fare, it would 
' appear,, in the war to win the ccru- 
emporaty appetite. 

• ^ Hie idea, then, that Sir Terence 
.Conran, gourmet, man of taste and, 
ibove all, francophile, might open a 
■' 'estaurant in Paris is sorely an innocu- 
-; : >us-oue. Not so,if you happen lo be 
- Ac patron of a Parisian restaurant. 
Sir Tference has recently been sniff- 
.ngoul potential sites, though he is in 
.- ■ jo great huny and says he is more 
V fo open a restaurant m Man- 
lattan before Paris. . 

’ ? Even sevgar lie- tainted bile has 
' r lathe throats of potential 

™raiaiuiva£ asnewsof Sir Tference’s 
has.seeped through the world 
^Mngwfoife. rauroig,' : 

111 ch jc St-Germafn-dcs-Pres, in the 
w ^eait of fecis, the manager of a pop- 
,-ter brasserie .says he is pessimistic 
->Tboiu the Conran style of 

•V :esta aranfo; wfeth^foodisa mix of 
•ngredients and SsBMrsiooi around 
.'Jr *^S§gf he hisses, 

ythat might be a t the 

y BOmem; however, mayicmnion, if if 
s weHplanned and'ofgin&ftj, a Con- 

- An restaurant may last & months or 
\ ’fvenayear. .. . 

■ sure > ’’teconlmues as wait- 

ire stammerby, “that the Conran idea 
down well.lt does not have a 
. “TO enough theme: the principle of 
•“Wfffferent styles. <if food is not 
r In aity case,- there is sudi 

choice of differentcuisines in 
^isthatlreally.cannotseeagapin 

■ £««**■** *«p« 

3erence, a man-forwhom Paris 
r* been food and drink for 40 years, 
Use u to the restaurant establishme nt 






Tasteful' Quaglfno’s. Sir Terence Conran's updated version of a Parisian brasserie Photograph: David Rose 

_ hfe latest venture will fafl. Folly, hordes who bear down on iis highly era restaurant in Paris. I’m not inter- 
laid the experts, to buy Michelin wrought interiors on weekends. ested in aiming for the very lop of the 
House in which today you will find It seems unlikely, after these expe- market - Michelin three-star territory 
Bfoendum one of the choicest restau- riences, that rivals will say the same - because there you’ll find that very 
rants in London. Folly, too, they about his up-and-coming eateries in superior type of restaurant the French 
crowed, to reopen Quaglino’s, the Chelsea (a conversion of the old Blue- do best,*' he says. “I don’t think they're 
Tootv old society restaurant in Lot- bird garage, Eng’s Road) and the Gty much fun, even if the food is exquis- 
rion's St James’s. Vet, this updated of London (an oyster-bar restaurant, ite, of its sort. And the food is still, too 
variation on the theme of a volumi- based on the oner that has delighted often for my taste anyway, over-deco- 
nous Parisian brasserie is packed toils generations of New Yorkers at Grand rated and over-sauced. They're also far 
mmwales day in, day out. Daft, they Central station, in the old Great East- too haughty. They make me feel ner- 
§id, to open a grand. French-style era Hotel, Liverpool Street station), vous, which is silly if Tm being asked 
restaurant in the shadow of Tower . Can the same Conran magic be to pay £100 a head to eat in them. 
Bridge. Vet Pont de la Tour has been exported to proud, chauvinistic and “No, I think eating outshould be fun. 

a glittering success. i defensive culinary Paris? “Oh, I think I also Hke the current English idea of 

Mezzo. Sir Terence’s cavernous, so,” says Sir Terence confidently, chefs being allowed to experiment day 
late-night Soho “gastrodcaiie", opened “Para has sane wonderful restau- to day. In the grandest Parisian restau- 
ast year 3nd was cI ? ariy doomed io rants, but many of the best are living rants, tradition tends to rule the roast-” 
failure- 11 wou ^ c ^ s P° a Soh°* ft hasn't, in the past If you want to see the While Parisians are able to indulge 
Instead, Mezzo has brought mcreased future, Td tell any Parisian to come to in a every sort of food, they lend local 
and hungry trade to the area, unable London. these in themed or “ethnic” restau- 

to cope with the bridge-and-tunnel “Td love to ha^e a go ala truly mod- rants. They do not expect to find 


era restaurant in Paris. I’m not inter- 
ested in aiming for the very top of the 
market - Michelin three-star territory 
- because there youH find that very 
superior type of restaurant the French 
do best,” he says. “I don’t think they're 
much fun, even if the food is exquis- 
ite, of its sort. And the food is still, too 
often for my taste anyway, over-deco- 
rated and over-sauced. They're also for 
too haughty. They make me feel ner- 
vous, which is silty if I'm being asked 
to pay £100 a head to eat in them. 

“No, I think eating outshould be fun. 
I also Hke the current English idea of 
chefs being allowed to experiment day 
to day. In the grandest Parisian restau- 
rants, tradition tends to rule the roost.” 

While Parisians are able to indulge 
in a every sort of food, they lend lo eat 
these in themed or “ethnic” restau- 
rants. They do not expect to find 
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‘Tony Blair - 
he seems a 
sensible guy’ 

America gave the Labour 
leader a welcome worthy of a 
PM, says Rupert Cornwell 


CCt Te looks so young,” more 

Xilhan one distinguished 
guest wonders over dinner at 
die British Ambassador's resi- 
dence on Thursday, in honour 
of the visiting Tony Blair. But 
what do youth and inexperience 
matter on a night like this? 

After a savage winter, spring 
is at last to be savoured in the 
capital of the free world. No 
less intoxicating, proceedings 
are briefly interrupted to allow 
the evening's main attraction to 
give a first reaction to his lat- 
est triumph, victory’ in the 
Staffordshire South East by- 
election. Not only is the man a 
winner, but many’ of America's 
mighty can now see it for them- 
selves. God surely has been 
doing the scheduling for Tony 
Blair this week. And even the 
politically neutral Englishman 
in Washington may be forgiven 
for saying, "Not before time." 

If truth be told, the Britain 
that now adorns America’s TV 
screens and newspapers is a 
rather run-down little theme- 
park, full of strange, colourful 
but ultimately inconsequential 
events. Northern Ireland, in 
which the Clinton Administra- 
tion has deeply involved itself, 
is of course the exception. Oth- 
erwise, our recent contribu- 
tions to the omnivorous news 
cycles of the US mass media 
have been mostly tacky, bizarre 
and tragic - the continuing 
misadventures of the House of 
Windsor, mad cows and the 
massacre at Dunblane. 

If only to that extent, Tony 
Blair has been a refreshing 
exception. Not that Blair-mania 
is sweeping the nation: neither 
the New York Times nor the 
Washington Post carried a word 
about his visit. But that is par 
for the course in a place where 
at a press conference with the 
Israeli prime minister, the prin- 
cipal question a US president 
had to answer concerned not 
the Middle East peace process, 
but allegations of past adultery. 
(The president in question was 
not the much-bruited philan- 
derer Bill Clinton, for whom 
such badgering is routine. It 
was gentleman George Bush in 
August 1992.) 

But by the cliquish, celebrity- 
driven standards of the two 
cities he has visited, Mr Blair 
has not pul a foot wrong. 
Breakfast in New York with 
Henry Kissinger (therein lies 
true gravitas) to start the day on 
Thursday, and a drinks party 
here at the home of the jour- 


nalist Sidney Bluracnthal. the 
author of a glistening and 
much-noted New Yorker profile 
of the Labour leader, followed 
by the Embassy dinner 
attended tty Colin Powell and 
others to wrap it up. 

Yesterday saw more of the 
same - a 7.15am interview on 
Fas Morning News, where the 
capital's political junkies get 
their morning fix. to talk about 
the "stunning" by-elecuon win. 
proof of New Labour's appeal 
across the political spectrum, 
“the ability to bring the country’ 
together, what we sometimes call 
One-Nation politics". Then it 
was breakfast with the editorial 
board of the Washington Post, 
and later a National Press Gub 
appearance and a lunch thrown 
by Roon Ariedge, head of ABC 
TV news, to meet Washington's 
assembled pundttocracy. 

All that and a meeting at the 
White House with the Presi- 
dent Already a conventional 
wisdom appears to be gelling: 
"Tony Blair - he seems a sen- 
sible guy." America, in other 
words, is being reassured: this 
is a man you can go tiger shoot- 
ing with. All in all, a fair day's 
work for Jonathan Powell, Mr 
Blair's chief of staff and a key 
planner of the trip, as he cashed 
in the contacts he had built up 
during his previous incarna- 
tion as a political counsellor at 
the embassy here. 

But the meetings that mat- 
tered most here were those of 
which we heard least. In New 
York, the financier George 
Soros, forever remembered as 
slayer of sterling on Black 
Wednesday (16 September 
1992), bestowed a public bless- 
ing of the foreign exchange 
markets upon Mr Blair, declar- 
ing that a Labour victory 
“would not cause a scare 
among international investors”. 

Not a word, though, has fil- 
tered out of the meetings with 
Robert Rubin, the Federal 
Reserve chairman, and Alan 
Greenspan, the Treasury Secre- 
tary, keepers of America’s 
purse, whose trust in a Labour 
government will be no less 
important than that of Mr Gin- 
ton, with whom Mr Blair is so 
often compared; They 1 too were 
perhaps startled by his youth - 
but impressed far more by his 
insistence that Labour is no 
longer the tax-and-spend party 
of old. For that reason, above alL 
a prime minister-in-waiting has 
been treated this week almost as 
a prime minister in office. 


A rosbif open a restaurant in Paris? 

Sir Terence Conran might, teach the French a thing or two about dining out, says Jonathan Glancey 


dishes invented on brasseries fronting 
Bondi Beach to be served in La Tbur 
cT Argent (Henry IV came here for the 
heron pat6 in the 16th century) or 
Alain Senderen's wood-panelled 
Lucas- Canon, place de la Madeleine. 

If they want Vietnamese, they will 
eat in the city’s popular Vietnamese 
restaurants, and if they want cous-cous, 
they will plump for perennially popu- 
lar Moroccan restaurants. In recent 
years, Tex-Mex food (call that cook- 
ing?) has made heavy inroads into the 
Parisian gullet, but this is consumed 
solely in kitsch Tex-Mex hangouts. 

The bam-like old brasseries - 
Bofinger, Lipp, Flo, Chartier, La 
Coupole - that have so influenced Sir 
Terence continue to dish out reliable, 
but not especially wonderful, food in 
gloriously atmospheric surroundings 
(old ladies spoon-feeding poodles, 
that sort of thing), but few Parisian 
restaurants offer the eclectic menus we 
have come to expect in London. 

“I love Paris,” says Sir Tference, “but 
I don't think Parisian restaurateurs can 
afford to be too smug. After all, what 
can you say about a city that has seen 
the rapid spread of a chain of fast food 
joints called Flunch? And, if Parisians 
are not tucking into 'flunch’, they have 
their noses in a polystyrene container 
hot from the city’s favourite restaurant 
chain, McDonald’s. 

“If I want to eat in a very grand old 
restaurant in the grand French tra- 
dition, of course, HI head for Paris. 
But, that’s something I don’t want to 
do all that often. And, I don’t think 
all that many Parisians want to, either. 
The restaurant world is changing 
and, I think, very much for the bet- 
ter, Paris shouldn't want to be a 
museum of haute cuisine, and I don’t 
think, whatever anyone says, it will 
allow itself to be.” 

Which means that when Sir Tference 
Conran opens his first French restau- 
rant, it will be less of a case of send- 
ing duck a Toning? lo Para and more 
a matter of offering Parisians a taste 
of duck au Conran. 


Save the Children T 

^ Right now. 

Children are 
dy in g in Iiberia 

The fighting in Liberia has escalated dramat- 
ically. Children have been forced to flee 
their homes and villages, dodging bullets and 
mortar fire. There is no embassy for them 
to run to. Many children have received hor- 
rific injuries and lost one or both parents. 
Thousands of children face possible death. 

As little as £10 will help provide food, 
medical supplies and care for those in the most 
urgent need. We can help the children, but only 
if we act now and only with your help. 

Please send a donation today and help us 
care for children. 
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Blanchet 
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Eisenstadt 


The history of advertising in 
France is unusual. Newspapers 
-were slow to make space for 
publicity. It was widely held that 
advertising meant corruption 
(and so it did when Marcel 
Proust had to pay both journalist 
and newspaper in order to get 
a favourable review). But, just 
as the French overcame their re- 
luctance to have anything to do 
- with the banks or with the slock 
. exchange, so advertising and 
publicity have become a vital 
part of national activities. Were 
proof needed one has only to 
look at the eulogies delivered 
for Marcel Bleustein-BlancheU 

on his death at the age of 89. 
One left-wing journal hailed 
him on its front page as the 
Pope of Publicity, "le Pape de la 
| Pub”. 

' ■ Of course, eveiy country is 
proud of its rags-to-riches 
citizens. Bleustein, as he was 
called, was bora in 1906 of a 
Jewish family living in Mont- 
martre. He attended the local 
school where his main preoc- 
cupation was to sit near the 
stove in winter and near the 
door in summer. He left as soon 
as possible carrying with him a 
certificate which stated that he 
was able to read to write and 
to count. Bleustein never tired 
of telling the story, always 



Bteustein-Blan chet; hailed as 
i ‘le Pape de la Pub’ 


From folklore to feminism, 
■ from music to Mussolini, from 
American music to Irish na- 
tionalism and rugby jokes, 
Elaine OUeime-Ranelagh had 
• a richly varied life, in which her 
strong individualism and per- 
ceptive intellect enabled her to 
make contributions well ahead 
of her time. 

Born Elaine Lambert Lewis 
in New York in 1914, she took 
: a degree in Classics at Vassar be- 
fore moving to the University of 
Indiana to study folklore. In 
1933 she won a Guggenheim 
Fellowship to Rome to study 
Italian fairy rales. She met Mus- 
solini at a reception and spent 
much of the rest of her stay in 
Italy fighting off his advances. 

Returning to America, she 
developed a strong interest in 
native music, particularly negro 
.spirituals and slave music, and 
was one of the first to record 
and broadcast authentic jazz. 
Her radio programme Folk- 
songs for the Sewn Million on 
WNYC brought the music of 
Leadbelly (Huddy Leadbctter) 
to a wide audience for the first 
time. Equally at home with 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


HORTON: Olivia I nec Murphy), aged 
34. At the Roval Maredcn Hospital. 


London, on 1 U April. Bdoved daugh- 
ter of Josephine Bryant, and the late 


terof Josephine Bryant, and the late 
Brian Murphy: sister of Justin and 
■ Caspar partner of Paul Liwy's fu- 
neral wfll take place at 12 noon, on 
' Thursday IS April at Honor Oak Cre- 
matorium, Brocklcy Way. London 
SE4. Friends and colleagues all waim- 
fv welcomed. Family flowers only 
please, but any donations to the Rov- 
al Marsden Hospital, London S\v5. 

; KLEIN: Josephine ParOn Klein died on 
1 1 April, aged 67. Funeral (no black; 
small bunches of Dowers only ) will be 
held at St Maiylcbouc Crematorium, 
East Finchley* 11-30 Wednesday 17 
: April. 


IN MEMORIAM 

SWAMINATHAN: Malati. In ever- 
kjvinE memorv of our dear sisicr and 
* Q Anri! 1 QSR_ Fnr- 


aunt who left us on 9 April 19S8. Fen- 
der in our hearts, wnka. Bette, 


ever in our hearts. 
NGdtil, Aycsha. 


.For Grate BIRTHS, MARRIAGES & 
DEATHS please telephone 0171-2W 20 1 1 
nr fax to 0171-293 2010. Notices arc 
durgrd at £650 a line (VAT extra). 


Changing of the Guard 
TODAY: The Household Cavalry Mourn- 
ed Regiment mounts the Queen s life 
ijujrd at Horse Guards, Ham: 1st Bai- 
Tuliun Wehh Guards mounts the Queen's 
.Guard, at raiser. 1 l.Vbnu 

hand provided by the Irish Guards. 
TOMORROW: The Household Cavalry 
YU runted Regiment mounts the Queen's 
File Guard at Horse Guards. 10am: F 
Company Seuls Guards mount, 1 , the 
QuucnV Guard, at Bncfcmgkam Mare, 
iljCam. band provided b> the Sttils 
OiurJf. 


adding that mention should 

have been made that he was also 
able to speak. An ability to con- 
vince, together with a supreme 
self-confidence, explains his 
success. 


For a time he worked in the 
furniture business ofLeviteo (he 
was related to the family) and 
then set up in two small rooms 
on the Faubouig-Mootmartreas 
a publicity agent At first it was 
diffi cult and be found that pos- 
sible customers did not know 
what he was talking about But 
be inspired confidence. His 
agency, Publicis, was founded in 
1926 (“ds" for “six", in French) 
and in 1929 he first bad the idea 
of using the radio for publicity 
purposes; it was an immense 
success. Reputedly in this year 
he became a millionaire. 

Bleustein used every method 
to promote himself. On one 
occasion he booked a table for 
dinner in Maxim's and, when 
the restaurant was full, he went 
round all those who were din- 
ing there, the smartest of the 
smart, introduced himself and 
shook hands. People were 
puzzled, but informed. 

In 1934 the austere Georges 
Mandel became minister re- 
sponsible for the Past Office and 
its services, and he banned all 
advertising on radio. Bleustein 
was ruined. But he picked him- 
self up and created his own ra- 
dio station. Radio Cite. The risk 
paid off. It was a great success, 
th anks to the artists who ap- 
peared there, including many 
who were becoming famous, 
such as Tino Rossi, Charles 
Treneu Edith Piaf and Jean 
Sablon. 

And Bleustein was the in- 
ventor of the advertising slogan. 
His phrases were repeated on 
the radio and throughout 
France. Many are still remem- 
bered. In the days of furs and 
fur coals, there was the unfor- 
gettable u Brunswick, le four- 
reur qui fait fureur”. Bleustein 


was part of French life. 

In 1939 he served in the air 
force. In 1940 the Germans took 
over Radio Cit£ and looked for 
its owner, who spent some time 
in a Spanish prison before join- 
ing de Gaulle. He then adopt- 
ed the name of Blanchet and 
was on the staff of General 
Koenig, who was one of the first 
Free French leaders to land in 
France. 

Back in France he brought 
many Gaullists into the public- 
ity business, although Albert Ca- 
mus was bitterly disappointed 
not to have his financial support 
for a progressive newspaper. In- 
stead, Bleustein-BLancfaet col- 
laborated with Pierre Lazar eff 
(with whom he had been at 
school) for the paper Frimce- 
Soir, Installed in the buildings 
of the Hdtel Astoria on the 
Champs-Elysees (which were 
burned down in 1972 but re- 
built), he knew everyone and 
was alert to a France that was 
rapidly changing. Who else 
would have told de Gaulle in 
1958 that he had no idea of bow 
he should appear on televi- 
sion? (And de Gaulle took his 
advice.) Who else would have 
installed a drug-store on the 
Cbamps-Elysdes and in the 
Latin Quarter? 

Bleustein-Blanehet was one 
of the first to understand the im- 
portance of public opinion 
polls, in commerce and m pol- 
itics, and he was instrumental 
in or ganising what has become 
a minor industry and an in- 
escapable facet of French life. 

In 1939 he married Sophie 
\frillant, the granddaughter of 
Edouard Vaulant, one of the 
founding fathers of French 
socialism. 








Beniamin Eisenstadt was the 

man wbo made the sngarytxra 

obsolete and went on to devel- 
op the low calorie sweetener 
SreefN Low. He cir- 

cuitous route to great fortene 

and was well known m his lat- 
er years as a philanthropist airf 
a major benefactor to the Max- 

momdes Medical Center m 
New York. >. 

The son of Russian mum- 
erants, Eisenstadt was bora m 
1906 on the Lower East Sideof 
Manha ttan and appearephead- 
ed for a career as alaw yer 
after he graduated from St 
John’s University law school in 
1929. The Depression spoiled 
his chances and he took a job 




Geraldine Fitzgerald and Alexander Knox in IMlson (1944). The flm won McLean an Oscar 


Photograph: Ronald Grant Archive 


Margaret McLean 


Donglas Johnson 


Marcel Bleustein, advertising and 
publicity entrepreneur bom Paris 
1906; monied 1939 Sophie Vail- 
lant ( three daitgfuers); died Buis 
11 April 1996. 


Whether due to feminism or the 
triumph of trivia there has been 
an increasing fascination with 
the role of women in Holly- 
wood, from the ideology of 
physical glamour to the practi- 
calities of the technical work 
they have been allowed to per- 
form there. Barbara McLean, 
who died at a suitably mythic 92, 
was not only boyishly beautiful 
in a manner appropriate to 
the golden age of Californian 
cinema, she was also, more 
importantly, a revered editor 
who perhaps single-handedly 
established women as vital cre- 
ative figures in an otherwise 
patriarchal industry. 

McLean was nominated for 
no less than seven Oscars for her 
cutting ways, finally winning 
the award in 1944 for Wilson , 
and without her film editing 
would never have developed 
into the female speciality, 
“ghetto” some might say, it has 
become in America at least 


McLean had an advantage in 
that she had been chopping and 
gluing since girlhood in her fa- 
ther’s film laboratory in New 
Jersey, and when she moved 
to Los Angeles in 1924 she 
continued this paternalistic pat- 
tern by becoming the adopted 
protegee of Dairy! F. Zanuck, 
the notorious 20tb Century Fox 
chief. In fact Zanuck relied 
upon “Bobbie", as she was 
called by those who dared, for 
almost all his artistic decisions 
over several decades, and 
when he pronounced “Bobbie 
says ..." it meant the matterwas 
settled. Thus it was on Bobbie's 
recommendation that Tyrone 
FOwer was hired for Lloyd's of 
London and became a star, 
Zanuck deferring to her opin- 
ion in every area of the business 
from costumes to composers 
and composition. 

McLean was head of Fox’s 
editing for over 20 years and 
personally edited all of Zanuck's 


projects, her dedication being 
legendary whether watching a 
film 100 times before making a 
final cut or spending hours on 
the set noting the director at 
work. One of her regular col- 
laborators was Henry King, 
and when he was shooting The 
Captain from CastiUe in 1947 she 
flew down to Mexico repeatedly 
to confer on the cutting, be- 
lieving that a thorough editor 
should have seen a film's de- 
velopment all the way through. 

Beginning in 1934 with The 
House of Rothschild and The 
Affairs of Cellini, McLean went 
on to edit innumerable films, 
everything from classics such as 
All About Eve to the improba- 
bly titled The Magnificent Dope. 
Amongst her last films was The 
Untamed (1955), but far from 
being tamed herself by old 
age or changes in technology 
McLean only officially retired 
from Fox in 1969. 

Whether her exceptional 


slicer and splicer’s eye was in- 
herited from her family or was 
due to her musical studies as a 
child which ensured she could 
cut a musical to the beat, there 
can be no contradicting Ronald 
Davis’s description in his 1993 
book The Glamour Factory: 
“Creative, imaginative, and 
expert in her art, McLean was 
also quiet, efficient and co- 
operative.” If that sounds like 
a patronising male qualification 
it can only seem radical by 
comparison with McLean’s own 
theory on why women make 
better editors than men: “Be- 
cause every woman is at heart 
a mother. A woman uses the 
scissors on a film like a moth- 
er would, with affection and 
understanding and tolerance." 

Adrian Dannatt 


Barbara McLean, film editor 
bom Palisades Park, New Jersey 
1904: died Newport Beach, 
California 28 March 1996. 


Elaine O’Beirne-Ranelagh 


academics or poor black musi- 
cians, she was appreciated for 
her perfect manners and total 
indifference to class and social 
divisions. Those qualities must 
have been indispensable in the 
early years of her romance, 
maniage and transplantation to 
the wilds of Ireland. 

Elaine Lambert Lewis met 
James O’Beirne-Ranelagh - 
the O’Beirae Ranelagh to any- 
one with respect for the Irish 
dans - through a shared passion 
for Irish folklore. When he 
gathered some Irish friends 
together to perform on her 
special St Patrick’s Day radio 
programme, they even added 
authenticity by wrecking the stu- 
dio with a genuine Irish brawl. 
When Elaine was James's guest 
at a special dinner of an Lrisb- 
American society, admiration 


story of how an urban, educat- 
ed, sophisticated American 
woman found herself landed in 
the outback, with no electrici- 


ty or running water, and with 
four children to bring up, in 
Himself and I (published in 
1957 under the pseudonym of 
Anne CNeill-Bania). "I heard 
references to his being a mem- 
ber of the ERA,” she wrote, “and 
hadn’t the remotest idea what 
it meant - I mean folk-tales 
never went into that.” 

The book, a hilarious ac- 
count of naivety, Irishness and 
inspired improvisation, might 
perhaps have been more wide- 
ly read had it not been banned 
by the Catholic Church - 
though its author was never 
quite sure whether that was be- 
cause of disparaging remarks 
made about a local priest, or 
the detailed description it 
contained of how turkeys mate. 

Economic circumstances, 
and a desire to secure a good 
education for her children, 
forced a move to England, 
where she worked for the US 
Air Force lecturing at a base 
near Cambridge on Classics, 


was expressed for the calmness 
with which she picked broken 
glass from her plate and con- 
tinued with the meal after a ri- 
val Irish- American group had 
brought the chandelier crashing 
down on to the table. 

They married and he took 
her back to Ireland. She told the 


English and folklore. She also 
tried her hand at romantic fic- 
tion, with a novel Wentworth 
Hall, appearing in 1974. She al- 
ways admitted to finding the 
Mills & Boon style difficult to 
master “because the characters 
keep getting away from me". 
What she found so taxing was 
the need to make intelligent 
women characters act stupidly. 

Perhaps that experience 
sowed the seeds for Men on 
Women (1985), a historical sur- 
vey of men’s assumptions about 
women, showing that male at- 
titudes - consistent at different 
periods of history and in diverse 
cultures - are apparently in- 
escapable. Her views on this 
subject, however, both pre- 
dated and enhanced conven- 
tional feminism. She never saw 
the need to fight for feminine 
equality, having been one of the 
first wave of women who gen- 
uinely believed, and demon- 
strated, that they were equal. 

That book and the earlier The 
Past We Share (1979) - a study 
of the part of our culture we owe 
to the Arab world - form her 
major academic publications. 


though she did also write a suc- 
cessful series of paperbacks in 
the 1970s and 1980s including 
Rugfry Jokes, Son of Rugby Jokes, 
What Rugby Jokes Did Next 
and eight similar titles. She 
researched these with her cus- 
tomary rigour, using a wide 
string of contacts to gather ma- 
terial. The best, Rugby Jokes in 
the Office (1989), broke new 
ground in sociological research 
by collecting amusing items 
that office workers photocopy 
and stick on notice-boards. 

The Rugby Joke series as a 
whole, however, caused con- 
sternation among her children, 
who found the jokes neither 
dirty nor funny, and led them 
to suspect their mother under- 
stood neither sex nor humour. 
Mussolini, and many others 
who had been captivated by her 
wit, would not have agreed. 

William Hartston 


Elaine Lambert Lewis, writer 
and broadcaster bom New York 
6 July 1914 ; married 1946 James 
O'Beime-Ranelagh (died 1982 ; 
one son, three daughters); died 
London 5 April 1996. 



his own, the Cumberland, near 
the naval shipyard in Brooklyn 
in 1940. 

Providence' struck again 
when the end of the Second 
World War left Eisenstadt 
bereft of customers and, re- 
calling an unde whoTiad once 
operated a company that filled 
tea-bags, he turned the cafete- 
ria into a tea-bag facttftf, the 
Cumberland racking Company. 
Overwhelmed by existing sup- 
pliers and faced with another 
business failure, Eisenstadt 
realised that the same equip- 
ment could be used to put sug- 
ar in little paper bags. 

At a time when restaurants 
still used open sugar bowls and 
sugar spoons his idea was rev- 
olutionary. Unfortunately Eis- 
enstadt was still naive and 
showed his invention to the ex- 
isting sugar giants who prompt- 
ly set up then own sugar-packet 
productions and soon had 
America, and later the world, 
shaking its sugar before 
sweetening its hot drinks. 

Eisenstadt’s luck changed 
in 1957 when, tinkering with 
his chemistry-educated son, 
he mixed saccharin, which was 
only available as a liquid or pill 
and restricted for use for 
diabetics and the obese, with 
dextrose. Thking care to patent 
what was the first granulated 
low-calorie sugar substitute, he 
named the product Sweet’N 
Low after the Tennyson poem 
and distinguished it from white 
sugar packets with a pink pack- 
et printed with a treble-clef 
musical logo. 

This time his timing was per- 
fect and he rode the crest o flfjjte 
1960s health craze to fortune. 
He later developed an even low- 
er-calorie sugar substitute 
branded Equal and sold in blue 
packets, as well as a butter 
substitute, Butter Buds, and a 
salt substitute, Nn-SalL 

Despite increased competi- 
tion, the company, which still 
manufactures on the site of 
the cafeteria, turns over $ 100m 
a year, employs 400 people and 
turns out 50 million packets of 
Sweet'N Low a 'day from a 
global web of plants including 
ones in England, India, Israel 
and Canada^ 


Edward Helmore 


Benjamin Eisenstadt, entrepre- 
neur and philanthropist : bom 
New York 23 December 1906; 
married Betty Gellman (two 
sons, two daughters); died New 
York 8 April 1996. 


O’Beirne-Ranelagh: 'Folk tales never went Into that* 


Ajgron Solaj, football coach, 
died Tirana 8 April, aged 44. Al- 
banian National Team Coach 
1985-90. 

Marco BuraeUi, superbike rid- 
er, died Monza, Italy 8 April, 
aged 29. Killed in a crash in an 
Italian championship race. 


Birthdays 

TODA£ Miss Audrey Barker, author. 
78; Mr Stephen Byers MP, 43; Air 
Vice-Marshal Sir Bernard Chacks- 
Oeld, 83: Mr Frank Chamberlain, 
chairman. Test and County Cricket 
Board, 71; The Hon Alan Clark, for- 
mer government minister, 68; The 
Right Rev Rode tic Coote, former 
Bishop of Colchester, 81; Mr I Jam 
Cosgrove, former leader of the Fine 
Gael party in the Republic of Ireland, 
76; Mr Beverley Cross, playwright. 65: 
Lord Davidson, a Senator of the Col- 
lege of Justice in Scotland, 67; Mr 
Peter Davison, actor, 45; Mr Stanley 
Doncn, film director and producer, 
72; Mr Edward Fox, actor, 59; Pro- 
fessor Albert Halsey, sociologist, 73; 
Sir Jeremiah Harman, High Court 
judge, 66; Air Marshal Sir Kenneth 
Hayr, former Deputy Chief of De- 
fence Staff, Ministry of Defence. 61; 
Mr Seamus Heaney, poet, 57; Sir 
Peter Heap, former ambassador to 
Brazil, 61; Mr Gany Kasparov, chess 
champion, 33; Mr Howard Keel, 
anger and actor, 77; Canon John Kel- 
ly, former principal, St Edmund 
Hall Oxford. 87; Mr Jonjo O’Neill 
racehorse trainer. 44; Dame Mar- 
garet Price, operatic singer, 55; Sir 
Stephen Roberts, former chairman. 
Milk Marketing Board, 81: Miss 
Barbara Roche MP, 42; Mr Christo- 
pher SlraulL actor, 50; Lord Wed- 
derburn of Charlton, Professor 
Emeritus of Commercial Law, Lon- 
don School of Economics, 69; Miss 
Eudora Wclty, novelist, 87; Sir John 
Weston. ambassador and UK Per- 
manent Representative to Nato, 58; 
U-Gea Sir James Wilson, former 
chief executive. Tobacco Advisory 
Council 75; Miss Marjorie Yates, 
actress, 55. 


Mr Bradford Diihnan. actor, 66: Sir 
John Gielgnd, actor. 92; Mr Geny 
Gfllman. former trade union leader. 
69; Mr Ivor Guest, ballet writer, 76; 
Lord Hostings, farmer and former 
government minister. 84; Miss Valeric 
Hobson (Mrs John Profumo), former 
actress, 79: The Most Rev Dr David 
Hope, Archbishop of York, 56; Mr 
Paddy Hop kirk, racing rally driver. 
63; Mr Julian Lloyd Webber, cellist, 
45: Miss Loretta Lynn, country 
singer, 61; Mr Michael Madagan, for- 
mer Richmond Herald of Aims, 82; 
Col Sir Robert Macrae, former Lord- 
Lieutenant of Orkney. SI; The Right 
Rev Michael Marshall Archbishops' 
adviser on Evangelism. 60: Baroness 

Masham of Bton, President, Spinal 
Injuries Association. 61: Mr Patrick 
Ramsay, former Controller, BBC 
Scotland. 70; The Right Rev Leslie 
Rees, Assistant Bishop, Winchester. 
77; Professor John Roberts, farmer 
Warden, Merton Colkge, Oxford, 6& 
The Ven Raymond Roberts, farmer 
Chaplain of the Fleet, 65; Mr David 
Skipper. Director. Westminster 
Centre for Education, 65; Mr Rod 
Steiger, actor, 71; Miss Elizabeth 
Symons, trade union leader. 45; Sir 
Fitter Thompson, life president, NFC 
pk. 68: Mr George Whiter, former 
chairman and chief executive, Brent 
Walker, 67; Baroness Wamock. for- 
mer Mistress of Gtnon College. 
Cambridge. 71 


Carpus, and Papylus. St Guinoch. St 
HermcnegikL Si Martin I, pope and 
Si Manius or Man. Today is the be- 
ginning of the Sikh New Year. 


Faith in a controlled environment * 


TOMORROW: Births: Arnold 
Joseph Toynbee, historian. 1889; 
FnmqoH DuvaJier, Haitian dictator 
(“Papa Doc"). 1907. Deaths: Thomas 
Otway, playwright. 1685; George 
Frederick HandeL composer, violinist 
and organist, 1 759; Simone de Beau- 
voir, writer, I9S6; Leslie Chart eris, 
novelist and creator of “The Saint", 
1993. On this day: Abraham Lincoln, 
16th US President. was shot by the 
assassin John Wilkes Booth. 1865; the 
first quintuplets in Scotland were 
born, to Mrs Linda Bostock. of Ar- 
madale, West Lothian. 1972. Today 
is Easter Day in the Greek Orthodox 
Church and the Feast Day of Saints 
Antony. John and Eusiacc. St 
Ardaliou. St BenezcL St Bernard of 
Tiron or Abbeville, St Caradoc, St 
John of Vi tea. St Lambert of Lyons. 
Saints Tibuitius. Valerius and Max- 
imus and The Martvrs of Lithuania. 


In one of her letters. Rose Macaulay, 
novelist and High Church dame of the 
mid -20th century, admits to being a “bluc- 
domer". It is a self-conscious, falsely 
apologetic phrase to describe somebody 
who skives off matins or evensong and wor- 
ships. instead, under the blue dome of 
heaven. Apologies to any Now Agers, but 
respectable Anglican ladies were out 
there first 

I have traced the phrase as far back as 
Shelley, who wrote: 

I am the daughter of Earth and Water, 

And the nursling of the sky . . . 

... (be winds and sunbeams with their 

complex gleams 
Build up the blue dome of air. 


faith p reason 


Paul Handley, Editor of the 
Church Times and an Easter 
‘blue-domer*, sets out to answer 
the question of an 11-year-old: 
*If God is everywhere, why 
do we go to church?’ 


Lectures 


Anniversaries 


TOMORROW: Sir Pa 1 rick Brown, 
Permanent Sccrctaiy. Department of 
Transport. 56; Miss Julie Christie, ac- 
tress. 56: Vice-Admiral Sir Geoffrey 
Dalton, former Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander. Atlantic. 65: 


TODAY: Births: Thomas Jefferson, 
third US President. 1743; Frank 
Winfield Woohvorth. chain-store pi- 
oneer, I $52. Deaths: Jean de La 
Fontaine, poet and writer of Cables. 
1695; James Buchanan Brady {"Di- 
amond Jim"), financier, 1917. On this 
day: the Royal Military Academy was 
established at Woolwich, 1741; The 
.Wcsru/j by Geoqrc Frederick Han- 
del. was first performed, Dublin 
1742 Today is Maundy Thursday and 
the Feast Day of Saints Apt ho nice. 


TODAY 

Victoria and Albert Museum: Emma 
Taylor. “ Fashionable Dress and Ac- 
cessories 1620 to 1740". 230pm. 
Tate Gallery. Laurence Bradbury, 
"Cezanne and the Human Figure". 
Ipnu David Cohen. “Roger Fry's 
Cezanne’’. 3 30pm. 

British Museum: Rowcna Lovcrance. 
“The Painted Churches nr Cyprus". 
1.15pm. 

National Portrait Gallery: Valerie 
Holman. “Style and Technique in 
20th-century Portraiture'. 3pm. 


Easier Sunday morning is ihc one oc- 
casion of (he year when my family and I 
become blue-domcrs, getting up before 
dawn to watch the sun slip above the hori- 
zon on the cast coast of England. This 
time, of course, we had to make do with 
being grey-domers, since nothing was go- 
ing to penetrate the mist and cloud. We 
drew a sun in the sand, played hide-and- 
seek among the beach nuts, and walked 
back home to eat Easter eggs- 
Further up the beach, a “sunrise service" 
was just beginning, with a couple of 
songs, a reading and a scrmonetlc. It was 
a typical case of Anglicans seeking com- 
promise when no compromise is possible: 
you can't lei people stay in bed till 7 o'clock 
and then have a sunrise service. The 
unruly sun rose at 6.25 and that was that 


exposed. Palm Sunday processions, the 
weekend before Easier, always generate 
great anxiety: “What if we're seen?" 

It is an odd fear for Christians to have, 
given that they follow a religion born un- 
der the blue dome of the Palestinian sky. 
Although Jesus attended the temple, 
religiously one presumes, most of the 
Gospel accounts place him outside, in the 
hills, in the wilderness, by the beach. He 
takes a multitude of his followers so far 


side the walls. The only elements allowed 
to be present are the consecrated ones of 
bread and wine. 

It is a controlled environment, and this 
is the key. A flock which is hemmed in, 
surrounded by walls and covered by a root, 
is bound to be more attentive to its shep- 
herd. A crowd outside always has people 
on its edge, distracted by the birds in a 
hedge, the curl of the waves, a passing car. 

More troublesome than that, a crowd 
outside doesn’t often want to be a crowd. 
Things are fine if there is a charismatic 
speaker holding the gathering together: 
m general though, people just drift apart 
The outdoors is not a place for stand ing 
ab 2i*V 11 ® a place for doing things. 

This was presumably what was in the 
mmd of my 1 1-year-old son when he said 
a few days ago,- Well if God is everywhere 
why do we go to church?" This, as other 
parents will recognise, is argument num. 

“Aft? ChM’s Manual for Avoiding 
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away from shops and houses that they have 
to be fed by miraculous loaves and fish- 


t. .. ■; auu wan- 

es. He climbs on a boat when the crowd 
on the beach becomes loo large. When he 
goes into a house, followers break open 
the roof in order to lower a sick man down 
on a stretcher. 

The Church, for some reason, takes as 
its starting-point the scene in the 


is thS?? 6 wf l ?“ 8 315001 blue -doming 
3 b ‘ tof You don't con- 


TOMORROW 

Tale Gallery: John Roberts. "Bill 
Woodruvi’s New Work - . 2.30pm. 
National Portrait Gallery, Wendy 
Nelson-Cave. “Theatrical Portrait^ 
from William Shakespeare to Sarah 

Siddons", 3pm. 
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templaie nature - the fotherington-tomas 
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DTI probes leak 

of go-ahead for 
£4bn power bids 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The Department ofTrade and 
Industry yesterday launched 
an inquiry into the leaking of 
a Monopolies and Mergers 
Commission report recom- 
mending that electricity com- 
pany takeovers worth more 
than £4bn be allowed to 
proceed. 

The Stock Exchange is be- 
lieved to have contacted both 
the DTI and the MMC to as- 
certain who has had access to 
information from the report on 
National Power's proposed 
takeover of Southern Electric 
and that of PowerGen for Mid- 
lands Electricity. 

The Exchange, which de- 
clined to comment, is also ex- 
pected to voice its concerns to 
the Takeover Panel following 
massive surges in share prices 
in the electricity sector. 

The leak caused acute em- 
barrassment in Whitehall and 
prompted a swift attack by the 
Labour Party. The MMC doc- 
ument, which appears to give 
the go-ahead to both takeovers 
with only minor conditions at- 
tached, was submitted two 


weeks ago to Ian Lang, Secre- 
tary of Stale for Trade and In- 
dustry - due back on Monday 
after a trade mission to Japan. 

Mr Lang, who is expected to 
accept the MMC's advice, was 
not planning to publish the re- 
port for at least another week. 

John Battle, shadow energy 
minister, said the event “throws 
into question the integrity of the 
relationship between the Sec- 
retary of State and the MMC". 

He added; “The contents are 
so market price-sensitive that 
energy companies' shares are 
changing bands before the Sec- 
retary of State makes a decision 
on the findings of the report 
This is an incredibly dangerous 
precedent that casts competition 
polity aside." 

The bids by National Power 
and PowerGen are controver- 
sial as they would in effect 
recreate the vertically integrat- 
ed structure of the sector which 
was dismantled before the in- 
dustry was privatised. 

However. Mr Lang had al- 
ready set a precedent last year 
by clearing the takeover of 
Manweb. an electricity distrib- 
ution and supply company in the 
North-west, bv Scottish Power. 


Deutsche Telekom move 
on C&W confuses City 


MARY FAGAN 

Industrial Correspondent 

The possible £35bn merger be- 
tween BT and Cable & Wire- 
less was thrown into confusion 
yesterday following reports that 
Deutsche Telekom, Germany s 
state telecommunications com- 
pany. has made unofficial con- 
tact with C&W. 

The German group moved to 
quash speculation that it plans 
to bid, saying that it is looking 
at a variety of ways of expand- 
ing its European interests. 

Deutsche Telekom's finance 
director. Joachim Kroeske. said 
that .while he did not rule out 
a hid for C&W, “1 do not think 
a takeover of C&W by Telekom 
is necessarily the one that will 
happen. There are other possi- 
bilities." 

His comments fuelled specu- 
lation that Deutsche is serious- 
ly considering the acquisi- 
tion of Mercury Communica- 
tions, C&Ws UK arm. 

Mercury is BTs big rival in 
the provision of telephony ser- 
vice in Britain and would have 
to be divested if the merger goes 
ahead. BT is thought to view 
Deutche as one of the preferred 


bidders for Mercury. Other 
would-be suitors are said to in- 
clude AT&T of the US, Italy’s 
Stet, and a consortium of US- 
controlled cable companies. 

City analysts believe that 
Deutsche has earmarked the 
UK as a priority but that the 
group would not bid alone. 
Deutsche has tailor-made part- 
ners in the form of France 
Telecom and Sprint of the US, 
which are already its allies in the 
Global One organisation. 

Shares in C&W rose 9p to 
535p amidst conflicting* ru- 
mours over potential suitors. 
Neither BT nor Cable, which 
have confirmed they are in 
talks that could lead to a 
merger, was wiling to comment. 

At the same time the Chinese 
government appeared to hint 
for the first time that it is con- 
cerned about an effective 
takeover of C&W, which is the 
majority shareholder in 
Hongkong Telecom. 

Without approval by the Chi- 
nese authorities, any planned 
merger between the UK groups 


Yang Xianzu, China’s vice- 
minister for post and telecom- 
munications, told delegates at 
a Hong Kong conference that 
he was concerned about the 
issue but refused to elaborate. 
He later said: “We do not have 
much information about the 
matter on hand." 

Under present discussions 
between the companies, the 


would be still-born as 
Hongkong Telecom is a key mo- 
tive in BTs desire to acquire the 
rival group. 


form of a reverse takeover by 
C&W. Talks are being con- 
ducted largely by advisers, with 
NM Rothschild acting for BT 
and Goldman Sachs for C&W. 

City sources say that the 
move has the tacit blessing of 
the UK Government How- 
ever, Ian Lang, Secretary of 
State for Trade and Industry, re- 
cently took the unusual step of 
issuing a statement denying 
that any approval in principle 
had been given. 

The merger, which could 
happen within weeks, would 
also be scrutinised by the in- 
dustry regulator. Oftel. Don 
Cruickshank. director general, 
has said be would be concerned 
to see Mercury taken over by a 
over by a strong management 
commited to competition. 


Ian Lang 


Power shocks in electricity s ector 

Stephen Littlechild 


The MMC recommendation to 
clear the National Power and 
PowerGen bids will also be 
seen as a blow to the regulator, 
Professor Stephen Littlechild. 
who is against vertical integra- 
tion. A spokeswoman for the 
watchdog said that they could 
not comment on an unpub- 
lished report. 

The DTI said: “The position 
remains that no decision has 
been taken." The Secretary of 
State must accept an unequiv- 
ocal MMC approval for a 
merger. But the DTT said that 
he could block it if the Com- 
mission suggested that a merger 
might in sons way be against the 
public interest. Mr Lang might 
also decide to give the proposed 
merger the go-ahead but to im- 
pose conditions of his own. 

The MMC is thought to have 
pul forward conditions for the 
bids including the disposal of 
any generating plants owned by 
Southern and Midlands. 

National Power and Power- 
Gen are also expected to be 
forced to ring-fence contracts 
between the companies they are 
buying and other generators. 

A further constraint would be 
changes to the companies’ 



July 1995: Shares move up sharp 
on publication of hew price 
controls which were more lenient 
: than expected " ' 


July 1 995: Takeover fever flips the 
sector with the launch of a bid tor 
Southwestern Electricity by 

Southern Electric International 

of the US and an agreed bid by Hanson 

.for Eastern Electricity 


Life man 



at float 


Ntccicum 

Standard life, ibejaigest mu- 
tual insurer in Europe, con- 
firmed yesterday: that- it had 
asked one" of itsioperecutives, 
John Thomson, to efamine.the 
possible implications of d eron- 
t ualising in a flotation ithe City 
thinks would be worth £5bu. 

It also admitted that it has 
been considering whether to 
take oyer a UK-huiEding sod-. 


November 1995: Mr Lang decides to 
refer the bids by National Power for 
Southern Sectnc and PowerGen 
tor Midlands to the MMC 


licence conditions to ensure 
that Professor Littlechild has 
access to information needed to 
regulate effectively. 

Shares in Southern Electric 
surged by 2lp to 893p on an- 
ticipation of a renewed bid by 
National Power while those in 
Midlands rose by 7p to 405p. 


Shares in the generators also 
moved up sharply with National 
Power gaining 14p to dose at 
492p and PowerGen np by 
13op at 562L3p. None of the 
companies was willing to com- 
ment on the report, which they 
are thought not to have seen. 

Industry sources said that 


a s o N D J 

National Power and PowerGen 
are concerned that Mr Lang 
might impose further power 
plant disposals in addition to 
substantial plant sales already 
being forced on the companies 
by Professor Littlechild. 

City analysts believe that the 
generators could walk away 


from their bids rather than see 
their share of the generating 
market shrink further. 

Separately, it emerged that 
Prudential has a 4.9 per cent 
stake in Yorkshire EIrctridty, 
which has been at the centre of 
bid speculation in recent weeks. 
Comment, page 21 


Anglo-American wins right to 
buy Bock’s £ 300 m Lonrho stake 


MICHAEL HARRISON 

The South African mining giant 
Anglo-American yesterday 
moved a step closer to taking 
control of Lonrho’s mining in- 
terests after being granted the 
right to buy chief executive 
Dieter Bock's £300m stake in 
the group. 

This would lift Anglo's hold- 
ing in Lonrho to just under 30 
per cent and provide the spring- 
board for it to take charge of 
the group's platinum, gold and 
coal interests when the de- 
merger of Lonrho's mining in- 
terests from its trading and 
hotels business takes place this 
summer. Anglo, which togeth- 
er with its asociates now owns 
10 per cent of Lonrho, already 
had the option to buy Mr 
Bock’s 18.4 per cent stake if he 
chose to sell. 

Under the put and call deal 
agreed yesterday, Anglo has the 
right to buy Mr Bock's 143.5 
million shares at 220p while he 
can force a sale at 180p. 

The agreement is due to be 
exercised at the point of de- 
merger. Anglo will buy Mr 
Bock's stake in the mining op- 
erations and tender its stake in 


the non-mining businesses in 
the subsequent flotation. 

Mr Bode will use the pro- 
ceeds from Anglo to acquire a 
25 per cent stake in the quot- 
ed non-mining company which 
will own Lonrho's trading and 
hotel operations and will inherit 
the bulk of Lonrho’s £430m 
debt. Oliver Baring of SBC 


Warburg, which brokered the 
deal on behalf of Anglo, said: 
"I don’t think .Anglo is in bid 
mode bul this puts them in a 
strong position where they can 
do all sorts of things." 

A full takeover of Lonrho’s 
mining operations could cause 
problems with competition au- 
thorities because it would in- 



put and call: Acquiring Dieter Bock's stake in Lonrho 
would lift Anglo-American’s holding to about 30 per cent 


crease Anglo's dominance of 
the platinum market, where it 
is the world’s biggest producer. 

But what interests Anglo 
more is Lonrho’s 43 per cent 
shareholding in the Ghana- 
based gold producer Ashanti 
and its Duiker coal mining in- 
terests. 

-Announcing the agreement 
yesterday, Lonrho said it had 
decided that a closer partner- 
ship was necessary with Anglo 
to facilitate the separation of its 
mining and non-mining busi- 
nesses. 

Anglo meanwhile said it would 
co-operate with Lonrho to de- 
velop its gold and coal interests 
in Africa. A senior Anglo tech- 
nical director has also been ap- 
pointed to the Lonrho board. 

“This allows people to get to 
know each other ... to go for- 
ward together in the 
demerger,” Anglo spokesman 
Michael Spicer said. 

The put and call arrange- 
ment will remain frx place un- 
til 13 September, 1997. It 
values Mr Bock’s stake at be- 
tween £260m and £315m com- 
pared with a value at last 
night’s 207 Jp closing price of 
£297m. 


mortgage market. . ; ■ 

, T^insuferhasKSuedaCV 
for Mr Thomson stating that an 
examination: of both was pal of 
his responsibility beforfibis 
promotion this week to chief 
investment manager, responsi- 
ble for £44bn of society rands. 

But the company strongly 
denied it had any plans to de- 
mutualise, and added .that no 
decision had yet been reached 
on whether to cany the idea of 
a building society takeover 
forward. 

Jim Stratton* chief executive 
of Standard Life’s UK operation 
yesterday, iaid: “Continuing, 
speculation that [we] will de- 
mutualise forces us to restate 
that we have no plans to [do so]. 

It would not be in our policy- 
holders' best interests. . 

“Mutuals have consistently 
produced better returns for 
iheir policyholders than pro-. . 
prietaxy companies in the past 
and Standard life’s record has ' 
been second to none.” 

Mr Stratton's comments were 
part of a careful damage 
limitation exercise aimed at 
snuffing out a potential de-- 
mutualisation fever among its 
3 milli on-plus policyholders. 

Mr Stratton added that Stan- . 
dard life did not heed to seek- 
outside funds to finance any of 
its friture ventures: “[We areftix- 
tremely strong financially, be-^ . 
ing one of only a handful of life 
companies in the world witl^ 
Triple A rating from both Stan^ 
dard & Poor and Moody’s."®', 
comes as virtually every top-ifL : 
building society has announced - * 
plans to abandon ils mutualsta- - ' 
tus, giving more than I5miffibh- " 
saving and borrowing memr- 
bers free shares worth ah aver- 
age of £1,000 each. ’ 

Insurance analysts believe 
the insurance sector is set for a 
radical shake-out in the nest five 
years, with up to half the 100- 
plus mutual insurers now in op- 
eration merging or being taken 
ovef by rivals. 

I Norwich Union, the second- 
largest UK mutual insurer, an- 
nounced in October that it was 
examining the option of a 
£1.7bn stock market flotation, 
claiming that de-mutualisation 
would give it the funds needed 
to expand the range of services 
it offers. A decision by NU is ex- 
pected by the end of this year. 



Sega extends price war with Sony 




Frightening the opposition: One of the games from Sega 
which has set its sights on Sony's market lead 


NIGEL COPE 

Sega is hoping to close the gap 
on its arch-rival Sony in the cut- 
throat computer games market 
by continuing a price-cutting 
war it claims has seen sales of 
its Sega Saturn consoles double 
in the last few weeks. 

Sega cut the price of the 
Saturn by £50 to £249 at the be- 
ginning of this month, saying the 
promotion would last three 
weeks. However, the success of 
the campaign is tempting the 
company to continue the dis- 
count for as long as it tabes to 
wrest the initiative from Sony's 
PlayStation, which is continuing 
to outsell the Saturn, according 
to new figures released yester- 
day. Sega declined to confirm 
the decision yesterday. 

The PlayStation is priced at 
£295 and Sony says it has no 


plans to cut the price. “It is not 
accessary, given the current 
level of demand." However, 
Sony may be forced to reduce 
its prices if it finds that Sega is 
clawing back market share. 

Another possibility is that it 
will choose to give away free 
games with the consoles rather 
than cut the price. Both com- 
panies were coy on new initia- 
tives but arc expected to 
announce plans at the Euro- 
pean Computer Trade show 
which starts at London 's 
Olympia on Sunday. The tit-for- 
taf sniping is part of an in- 
creasingly bitter battle that has 
seen both companies engage in 
a marketing frenzy. 

The slakes are huge in the 
computer games market, which 
is worth around £2bn a year 
world-wide. Figures released 
yesterday by Sony claim that its 
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PlayStation console has sold 
more than 3.7 million units 
world-wide compared with Sega 
Saturn’s figure of 3.5m. 

European sales have topped 

700.000 since Its launch in Sep- 
tember last year including 

200.000 in the UK Sony claims 
world-wide revenues for the 
PlayStation have passed S2bn 
and that it is a more successful 
launch than the Sony Walkman. 

Sony had already claimed 
victory in the Christmas battle 
when it said it had sold 35,000 
units in December against Sat- 
urn’s 25,000. Sega had been 
spending less on promoting its 
new launch while Sony had 
earmarked £2Qm to push the 
PlayStation. Both companies 
tend to dispute each other’s fig- 
ures as a matter of course. 

The fierce battle for the 
hearts and pockeL money of the 
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nation’s youth is threatening to 
leave Nintendo far behind. 

The company insists its long- 
delayed Nintendo 64 console, 
which operates on 64-bit tech- 
nology, will be launched in the 
late autumn, denying sugges- 
tions that its d£bm has been pul 
back until next year. A price 
point has yet to be decided. 

Nintendo has enjoyed much 
success with its Gameboy ma- 
chine but instead of joining 
Sega and Sony with new 32-bit 
machines which are more pow- 
erful, it has chosen to wait and 
tty to leapfrog rivals with its 64- 
bit machine. 

Sega is set to announce that 
it has first publication rights to 
Virgin’s Heart of Darkness, an 
interactive cartoon-based game. 
Sony will not have rights to pub- 
lish the gome on in Playstation 
unit next year. 


Inflation fears 
recede in US 
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DIANE COYLE 

Economics Editor 

Further evidence of a revival in 
the American economy, with 
no sign yet of higher inflation, 
helped US financial markets 
bounce back yesterday. 

New figures showed retail 
sales barely rose in March but 
this was entirely because of 
huge upward revisions to Feb- 
ruary's sales figures. 

Sales grew 0.1 per cent last 
month after climbing 1.9 per 
cent in February - the biggest 
jump for nearly three years. 
Their average annualised 
growth rate during the first 
three months of this year has 
been well over 8 per ccnL 

Yet headline consumer price 
inflation dipped, falling to 2.8 
per cent from 2.9 per cent in 
February despite big increases 
in food and energy prices. The 
price level rose '’0.4 per cent, 
and the “core" index, exclud- 
ing food and energy, increased 
0.3 per cent 

March's jump in food prices 
was the highest for more than 
a year. Bad weather has driven 
up grain and vegetable prices. 
A Florida freeze hit tomatoes, 
storms affected lettuce crops in 
uic South West and lack of rain 
in the Mid-West means stocks 
of corn and wheat have fallen 
perilously low. 

Similarly, the harsh winter 
has depleted oil stocks and sent 
prices to their highest level 
since the gulf war. 

The general level of food 
prices paid by consumers in- 
creased 0.6 per cent during 
March, with fresh vegetables up 


a dramatic 10 per cent during 
the month. Energy costs 
climbed 1.4 per cent. , 
‘‘People have taken a rekfjd 
view of these increases on the 
basis that they will be short- 
lived," said Mark Cliff e, an 
economist at securities firm 
HSBC Markets. 

A Labor Department econ- 
omist, Patrick Jackman, sai± “I 
don't think it will get out of 
hand." 

There were declines in some 
other prices, notably a 1.9 per 
cent drop in airline fares 
The market reaction to the 
buoyant retail sales was more 
surprising in the light of Wall 
Street’s recent dives on the 
slightest, concern about future 
inflationary pressure. * 
A drop in the University of 
Michigan's consumer senti- 
ment index between March 
and April contributed to yes- 
ca £?'T he “ d ex feU to 

90.8 from 93.7 last month. - 

^ Analysts said fears that the 
Federal Reserve would decide . 
to raise key interest rates were 
receding. “The Fed would need 
more evidence of faster growth 
and an uptick in inflation be-' 
fore they act. My guess is that- 
it will want to do nothing- this 
year, said Brian Fabbn. au 
economist at Paribas Capital 
Markets on Wali Street/ 

By mid-afternoon, the Dow 
Jones index was up 40.46 to. 

The benchmark 30-year Trea- 
suiy bond had gained a third 
ot a point, taking its yield 
down to 6.84 per cent £rom6.92 
per cent 
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Second chance to rethink the meaning of power 


It 

■ COMMENT 1 

r 

The.tyyo generators" 
will not be allowed to 


abuse 1 their market 

, J b'B 

: <d 

positions inthe 


south and east of 

** 

the country and 

•Td 

they would be 

crazy to do so' 
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T he fact that the Monopolies and Merg- 
ers Commission has approved the 
tateovep of Southern Electric ami Mid- 
tends Electncity by National Power and 
PowerGen is no surprise. That much was 
prettyweU known before yesterday. The fact 
that n has chosen to wave the deals 
through with only very limited conditions 
is more of a surprise. 

But neither this nor the synthetic race 
of Labour, should deter the Trade Secre- 
tary lan Lang from doing the correct thing 
and going along with the advice of the 
Monopohes and Mergers Commission. 

The MMC concluded that whilst the 
mergers might operate against the public 
merest in some respects these were noi 
sufficiently serious to warrant prohibition 
and could in any case be overcome with 
binding undertakings. 

The one dissenting voice on the MMC 
panel was that of Patricia Hodgson, the 
BBC’s director of policy and planning, who 
submitted a minority report arguing that 
if the mergers were allowed it would'mcan 
higher prices and less competition. 

This is rich coming from an employee of 
an organisation that does not have to com- 
pete for its income and which also enjoys 
what in MMC parlance would be called a 
“scale monopoly” in broadcasting. 

But let us pass over that and consider the 
facts. The principal objection to the two 
mergers is that they would result in an 
unacceptable degree of vertical integration. 


creating two large groups lhat generate, 
distribute and supply electricity - the 
structure ihui existed before the industry 
was broken up on privatisation in 1990. 

Bui the Gave rumen l conceded the prin- 
aplc of vertical integration when il allowed 
the takeover of Man web bv Scottish Power 
to go ahead. 

The boundaries have been further 
blurred by the prospect of Eastern Elec- 
tricity, which is owned by Hanson, taking 
over power stations from National Power 
and PowerGen, which would make it the 
fourth-higgesi generator in the country. 

It has also been argued that allowing the 
deals would give National Power and Pow- 
erGen captive regional markets for their 
electricity, driving choice down and prices 
up. and increase their ability to rig prices 
in the electricity pool, the wholesale mar- 
ket for England and Wales. 

But the two generators will not be 
allowed to abuse their market positions in 
the south and cast of the country by the 
regulator of the industry, Professor 
Stephen Utllechild. and they would be 
crazy to do so since we are now less than 
two years away from the point when the 
country's 22 million domestic consumers 
will be able to dispense with their local sup- 
plier and shop around. 

The undue influence they could exert in 
pie pool will need careful watching but this 
is steadily being eroded by the arrival of 
competitors offering electricity from “mid- 


merit ” generating plants - those power sta- 
tions which generally set the overall pool 
price. 

National Power and PowerGen have 
almost certainly overstated the efficiency 
gains they can make from combining gen- 
eration with distribution and supply and in 
any event what cost savings they could 
squeeze out would go to shareholders 
first and customers second. 

But the overriding issue which Mr Lang 
has to address is what kind of structure he 
wants for the electricity industry as the 
domestic market prepares for liberalisa- 
tion - a dozen regional electricity compa- 
nies happy to sit on their locat monopohes, 
or a smaller group of well -capitalised inte- 
grated players who will bring more com- 
petition into electricity supply. 

Vertical integration is not always the 
friend of the consumer but the manner in 
which the electricity industry was broken 
up in 1990 has not been an unalloyed suc- 
cess. This time around the Government has 
the chance to rectify lhat while putting in 
place the safeguards that will ensure the 
customer benefits. 

A chance Airbus 
must not squander 

I t is hard not to smile at the suggestion 
that McDonnell Douglas Ls planning a 
400-scatcr jet to compete with the Boeing 


747. Surely this can’t be the same company 
that was obliged to take out newspaper ad- 
vertisements last year reassuring the world 
that it was not about to exit from civil air- 
craft production. 

Yes it can, and no it does not end there 
for the newly-appointed president of the 
Douglas Aircraft Corporation, Michael 
Sears, promises lhat once its 400-seater is 
in the air it will turn its attention to build- 
ing a super jumbo. 

Now the scent of aviation fuel in the nos- 
trils can do strange things to the sanest of 
executives so perhaps we should not dis- 
miss these ideas out of hand. 

But it is about as hard to conceive of 
McDonnell Douglas finding the $15bn it 
would take to build a super jumbo as it is 
to imagine it merging with Boeing - 
another of the ideas that did the rounds last 
year. 

What is not in dispute, however is that 
McDonnell Douglas, number three in the 
world’s jet building league, has turned the 
corner from basket case to serious con- 
tender. 

That makes it all the more imperative 
that the latest proposal to overhaul Airbus 
Industrie and turn it into a public limited 
company is not allowed to run out of steam. 

The European aircraft consortium has 
made large strides in the last five years 
much to the benefit of British Aerospace 
and its three other industrial partners in 
France, Germany and Spain. 


Indeed Airbus, once the whipping boy 
for everything that went wrong in BAe’s 
commercial aircraft division, is now the 
reason that it is still in the air. 

But the uniquely French way that Air- 
bus is structured as a Groupement 
dTnterets Economique militates against 
efficiency and means that production is 
carved up, not according to who is most 
competitive but what shareholdings each 
partner has. 

BAe began sub-contracting out its work 
share years ago and now at last the other 
partners are moving in its direction- The 
Germans have warned they will not fund 
new Airbus models unless it reconstitutes 
itself. More importantly, the French, for 
long the main stumbling block to change, 
have agreed that Airbus needs to change 
shape even if it means Aerospatiale losing 
work-share. 

Edzard Reuter, the former Daimler 
Benz chairman, is due to report to the Air- 
bus superviory board in May on what 
strulure it should adopt. 

We have been here before. Six years ago 
Lord Sterling produced a “wise men’s" 
report for the four government’s recom- 
mending a complete overhaul of Airbus. 
Nothing happened. 

On this occasion, however, there is con- 
census for the first time among the part- 
ners about what needs to be done. It is 
essential lhat the chance for change is not 
squandered. 


Clark shoes set to 
miss float deadline 


NIGEL COPE 

C&J dark, the privately owned 
shoe company, is facing a show- 
down with the group's family 
shareholders after admitting 
that it may miss the deadline 
which commits the company to 
a stock market listing by 1998. 

Unveiling a 26 per cent in- 
crease in profits to £25m yes- 
terday, dark’s chairman Roger 
Pedder conceded a delay was 
possible though the commit- 
ment remained unchanged. 
“We said the company had to 
be in the right shape and the 
market bad to be right. There 
is no change to that aim, we are 
just undecided on the actual 
dQe. It might take a little 
longer. The market is tough out 
there.” 

If Clark’s does fail to meet 
the deadline it would need 
special approval from the 
family shareholders who still 
own 70 per cent of the shares. 
The family agreed to reject a 
£1 84m- take over bid from 
Berisford three years ago on 
condition that the company 
went public within five years. 

The agreement was only 


reached after family in-fighting 
that culminated in an emergency 
meeting at the group’s head- 
quarters in Street, Somerset. 

Mr Pedder has since estab- 
lished a shareholder council 
and hopes to secure any ex- 
tension to the float deadline 
without family rows or a formal 
meeting. “I think it would now 
be worked out within the 
shareholder body,” Mr Pedder 
said. 

Clark’s has been struggling to 
re-structure itself in the face of 
a difficult and over-supplied 
UK footwear market. 

The company has been cut- 
ting costs under its new chief ex- 
ecutive, Tim Parker, who was 
recruited from Kenwood earlier 
this year. Further cuts are Kkety 
with some job losses expected. 
No store closures are planned. 
A trial children’s store format 
will start in May and a new in- 
ternational store will be tested 
in the United States later this 
year. 

Clark’s pre-tax profits in- 
creased by 26 per cent to 
£24.Sm last year on sales up 5 
per cent to £721m. Profits were 
boosted by income from prop- 


erty disposal which will not 
recur. 

Underlying profits from the 
core shoe operations were 
down sharply due to a tough 
market and serious disruption 
within UK manufacturing. US 
profits collapsed from £3.6m in 
1994 to just £690,000 last year. 

There have been a number 
of senior management 
changes. Malcolm Cotton, the 
former managing director who 
left last year, received £460,000 
compensation for loss of office 
as well as a fee for consultan- 
cy work undertaken during 
1995. 

Two other directors. John 
Clothier and Patrick Fanner 
made a combined total of 
£700,000 from the exercise of 
share options before leaving the 
company. These issues are 
likely to increase tension with 
the family shareholders. 

On current trading, Mr 
Pedder said the new year had 
started with sales up by 2.1 per 
cent on the same period in 
1995. But some factories are 
short of work, which could 
mean penalties for producing 
below capacity. 



Showdown: Roger Pedder, chairman, says the commitment to a listing is unchanged 


Big shareholders back £23m Newspaper Publishing cash call 


MAGNUS GRIMOND 

Large shareholders in News- 
paper Publishing, publisher of 
the Independent and Indepen- 
dent on Sunday, yesterday 
backed a £23m rights issue. 

Mirror Group, owner of the 
Dmh Mirror and Daily Record , 
and' Dr Tony O’Reilly's Inde- 
pendent Newspapers, have 


agreed to support a rights issue 
by the group which will see their 
stakes increased to 46.4 per cent 
each and the Spanish group Pro- 
motora de Informaciones 
(Prisa) diluted to 6.7 per cent 
The two main shareholders 
will see their stakes raised from 
around 43 jper cent each now. 
Prisa, publishers of La Repub- 
btica, which currently holds just 


under 9 per cent of Newspaper 
Publishing, has indicated that it 
will not take up its rights. 

Part of the new equity will re- 
place £14m of existing loans 
made to Newspaper Publishing 
by Mirror Group and Inde- 
pendent Newspapers, and the 
other £9m is new money, to be 
invested in the group’s ongoing 
businesses. 


They are taking up their 
rights on a one-for-one basis at 
31p a share. The rights issue will 
not be underwritten. 

Newspaper Publishing cut its 
losses to £19Jm in the year to 
December from £50.8ra in the 
previous 15-montb period. 
Liam Healy. the group’s chair- 
man and chief executive of In- 
dependent Newspapers, said 


cost reductions, other than 
newsprint, and improving rev- 
enues had significantly reduced 
the rate of losses. 

“Since the refinancing of the 
company in May-June 1995, 
the quality newspaper market in 
the UK has remained very com- 
petitive. However, there has 
been some relaxation of the ag- 
gressive cover pricing policies 


seen last year which has been ac- 
companied by an improvement 
in the company's circulation rev- 
enues.” 

Cover price increases in July 
and January “do not appear to 
have significantly affected the 
circulation of the Indepen- 
dent", he said. Year-on-year cir- 
culation figures for January 
remained largely unchanged. 


Cable will put 
schools on-line 
‘before digital’ 


MATHEW HORS MAN 

Media Editor 

Plans by cable operators to 
wire up every school in Britain 
are already well advanced, an 
industry spokesman said yes- 
terday, while a plan by Rupert 
Murdoch to supply digital satel- 
lite dishes for use by institutions 
could take yearn to develop. 

“We are actively deploying 
our links to schools and uni- 
versities," Bob Frost, chief 
executive of the Cable Com- 
munications Association, said 
yesterday. “The structure is al- 
ready there, while the alterna- 
tives such as digital satellite 
would require additional hard- 
ware and software.” 

Mr Frost, whose association 
represents Britain’s cable op- 
erators, made his remarks in the 
wake of reports that Mr Mur- 
doch had offered satellites for 
every school in return for the 
Government's support over his 
planned introduction of digital 
satellite services in the UK. 

“There's no question that 
we will have a functioning sys- 
tem connecting' schools first.” 
Mr Frost added. The cable in- 
dustry is hallway through a 
£10bu-investment programme 
to roll out broadband cable 
services across the country. 

The Government has been 
looking at ways of encouraging 
the growth of the information 
highway in the UK, and has 
been concentrating on connec- 
tions to schools. The Labour 
Party unvefled a controversial 
agreement with BT last year un- 
der which the telephone oper- 
ator would connect schools and 
other public institutions with 


In Brief 


• Lloyd’s names who are suing for damages and also those who 
have paid all their debts are to receive a better deal foUownng 
improvements in the market's £2.8bn rescue package. This fol- 
locslioyd’s first official confirmation yesterday that die reserving 
retirements for Equitas, the reinsurance vehicle central to toe 
rescue, are less than the £1.9bn first estimated. The cut “ the 
reserving requirements for Equitas relieves names of some of toeir 
financial burden, but Lloyd's said it was too early to say big toe 
reduction was. With additional contributions from agents and bro- 
kers, Lloyd's is frying to raise the value of the rescue package to 
as much as £32bn. 

• John Coleman, who was appointed chief executive of House 
■ of Fraser cm Thursday, was the highest paid director at Ladbrow 

with total emoluments, mripdmg cong^Uonfor 1^ 


of office, more than doubling to £590.000. . n 

rights on 350,000 options on Ladbroke shares extended to U 
September this year. According to Ladbroke s annu PJ ■ 

Coleman received £200,000 for his contribution to the sale or 
Tfexas Homecare by Ladbrokes last year, and £100.000 
of office..;". ' 

• Gammon Construction, the Hong Kong ba ^ 

company owned jointly by Trafaglar House and Jardrnc , 

® P®*«f a consortium which, yesterday won a ^-~v oju ea _ 
contract to build a Light Rapid ^nfit sy^em for 
Pp 1 *- The contract has been awarded by S SJP® ' eKep- 
TransportAnfeority and the other consortium 

Engineering and ABB Daimler-Benz Trans- 

• Ford Motor win boost its stake in Japan’s Mazda Motor Cor- 
S°ra*on fromaqi^to a one-lhird stare m a dcal that Maz 
da hopes will gebitto to become the world s top a ^ toino i^ 
^^mS^anSgalliance between 

ufMurerandanaiysEiaid iicould herald 

to* : ups between U& and Japanese firms. Fo 5V str S com- 

“^fck-ups could haroen in other industries as I P 
itionalise. ■ 


Prospect the oil sector for riches 


The surging price of oil to post-gulf war 
peaks this week has dragged many 
shares in the exploration and produc- 
tion sector to 52-week highs. The cor- 
relation between the two is usually 
dose, but, as our graph shows, even af- 
ter a good run this year, toe explorers 
have not benefited to the extent pre- 
vious experience would suggest they 
should. Two factors help explain the ap- 
parent caution surrounding toe sector. 

Perhaps most important is the out- 
look for the ofl price itself. Its recent 
surprising strength has been caused by 
a squeeze on world-wide stocks of oil 
caused by higher-lhan-expected de- 
mand as a result of severe winter 
weather in the Northern Hemisphere 
and a shortfall in forecast production 
from countries outside the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting Countries 
carteL That has resulted in the oil price 
soaring by more than a quarter since 
the start of the year, coming within right 
of $24 a barrel on Thursday, a price not 
seen for more than five years. 

But analysts remain steadfastly bear- 
ish about the prospects for the price 
for the rest of 1996. The biggest 
shadow darkening prospects is the re- 
turn to toe international oil market of 
Iraq, still locked out by the US and 
Britain for its part in the gulf war. If 
current talks with the UN prove suc- 
cessful there could be a limited return 
of Iraqi supplies, leading eventually to 
its full restoration to the market. 

Even without that threat, however, 
the consensus view is that the threat 
of ofl supply exceeffiug production this 
year is likely to weigh on the price in 
the second half of 1996. A bounce-back 
in non-Opec production is expected to 
march the modest increase in world 
demand forecast for this year. With 
Opec production also expected to 
rise, even without Iraq, the outlook is 
for a substantial surplus developing 
during the course of 1996. 


The Investment Column 

EDITED BY MAGNUS GRIMOND 


The other problem for investors in 
the exploration sector is that, as our 
table shows, share prices have nearly 
all caught up with net asset values. 
After a disappointing five years, the 
past 12 months or so have been marked 
by new signs of life in the sector. 

Bid activity lit up share prices last 
year and observers believe the cycle has 
not ended. Biggish foreign groups 
such as StatoD and Thlisman, which 
snapped up Aran and Goal, showed 
there is a continuing interest in ac- 
quiring UK acreage. And with the ma- 
jors generating plenty of cash, there is 
no shortage of resources to back ac- 
quisitions. But even on fundamental 
grounds, the explorers have been in- 
creasing their own attractions. Lasmo 


has drastically cut its operating costs 
over the past few years and the frill po- 
tential or its big Algerian find is not in- 
cluded in Kleinwort’s net asset figures. 
The Hassi Berltine fields could even- 
tually contain double the IS billion re- 
serves indicated. Even if such hopes 
prove optimistic, the prospects of a bid 
should underpin the share price. Its gas 
interests in Algeria and Indonesia 
could be highly attractive to a well- 
capitalised group like Shell. One of the 
world's leading corporate natural gas 
producers, Shell is unrepresented in Al- 
geria, one of the world’s leading gas 
producing nations. The wild card is the 
potential for civil unrest there. 

Hardy Oil & Gas is another player 
attracting interest now that John Walm- 


Oil explorers have outperformed this year 
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sley, the respected former finance di- 
rector of Enterprise Ofl, has taken the 
reins. The shares have responded to ef- 
forts by the new team to give more fo- 
cus to toe rather sprawling group spun 
out of Trafalgar House. But there 
could be more to come if current 
prospects live up to expectations. 

The results of a third appraisal well 
on the potentially big Bayu discover 
in the Timor Sea are expected within 

the next few days. Estimates suggest the 

gas and condensate field could contain 
1 billion barrels of oil equivalent. 

Another group analysts are warming 
to is Caim Energy, whose shares soared 
earlier this year on hopes for an inter- 
esting gas discovery in Bangladesh. The 
preliminary results announcement on 
Thursday is expected to bring news of 
an appraisal well being completed on 
the Sangu field. If lhat brings further 
evidence of a substantial gas find, 
there could be further significant up- 
side potential in the shares. Apart 
from the massive latent market of 1 10 
million people in Bangladesh, there is 
also the prospect of tapping into the 
nearby Indian market. Such consider- 
ations could attract the attention of 
predators like Occidental or British Gas, 
keen to establish a presence there. 

More speculatively, shares in British 
Borneo Petroleum have leapt this year, 
fired by optimism surrounding its deal 
to develop SheD's Morpeth field in the 
Gulf of Mexico. 

Much of this is “blue sky’’ potential 
however, as the SeaStar tension leg pro- 
duction platform to be used is untried 
as yet and the field would be marginal 
using traditional methods. 

So after the recent relating, much of 
the exploration sector has caught up 
with events. Given that and the rather 
cloudy outlook for oil prices this year, 
stocks should not generally be chased 
higher. Even so, careful selection by in- 
vestors could still reap rewards. 


fibre optic lines, in return for the 
freedom to broadcast entertain- 
ment services over its network. 

The information highway, 
including connections to the In- 
ternet, so-called “distance 
learning”, and other interactive 
services, is a high priority at 
Number 10, where Deputy 
Prime Minister Michael Hes- 
eltine has been taking a lead. 

Mr Heseltine met Mr Mur- 
doch over lunch six weeks ago, 
to discuss bow Mr Murdoch's 
News Corporation might help 
develop a function “education- 
al information highway” in the 
UK. Two weeks later, the Gov- 
ernment introduced an amend- 
ment liberalising ownership 
restrictions on investments in 
domestic satellite services. 

Cable and telephone lines 
now being installed in the UK 
are capable of supporting two- 
way communication of video, 
text and audio signals. Digital 
satellite, whereby signals are 
digitised and compressed, is 
also capable of interactivity, 
but there are presently no such 
services available in the UK. 

According Lo satellite ex- 
perts, a digital service would re- 
quire new hardware in space, as 
well as extensive hardware and 
software on the ground. 

Mr Murdoch's offer is be- 
lieved to have been limited to 
the supply of satellite dishes, 
leaving institutions and the 
Government lo provide the ad- 
ditional hardware and software 
required. 

Mr Murdoch’s BSkyB is the 
dominant pay-TV player in the 
UK. The company has said it 
would introduce new digital ser- 
vices within the next two years. 

Takeover 
Panel 
raps BET 

MAGNUS GRIMOND 

The Takeover Pane) yesterday 
publicly rapped BET for mis- 
leading investors in a state- 
ment rejecting the higher bid for 
the group announced by Ren- 
toldf on Thursday. Indicating 
the seriousness with which it 
viewed the matter, the City 
watchdog issued a rare public 
reprimand criticising BET for 
not making a valid comparison 
between its share price and the 
value of the new offer. 

The announcement from 
BET on Thursday valued Ren- 
tokfl’s revised offer at 209.8p a 
share, excluding a promised 
dividend of 4p, and claimed that 
it represented an increase of just 
1-1 percent over the previous 
night's closing price. The Pan- 
el executive said it was “not sat- 
isfied that this was a valid 
comparison to have made be- 
cause an offer value ex the 
BET dividend was compared 
with a BET share price which 
was cum all future dividends." 
BET has already forecast a fi- 
nal dividend of 3.7p for last year, 
which is deemed to be includ- 
ed in its share price. 

Had the comparison been 
made between Renlokil's in- 
creased offer and BET’S share 
price prior to the the an- 
nouncement of the new offer 
the increase would have been 
3.01 per cent, the Panel said. It 
called on BET not to make fur- 
ther comparisons based on the 
value of Remolds increased of- 
fer excluding the BET divi- 
dend. 
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market report/shares 

Tory defeat concentrates market minds on takeovers 


taking stock 


FT-SE 100 

3766.8 +22,6 


FT-SE 25 P 
. 4408.0 + 17.5 


FT-SE 350 

1897.9+10.5 


SEAQ VOLUME 

942 .Bm shares, 
33.988 bargains 

Gilts Index 

n/a 


SHARE SPOTLIGHT 


staeprica pence 



DJF MA ; 


The Tory by election disaster 
sent shares charging ahead. 

With John Major's majority 
down to one and a minority 
Government looming, the 
stock market took the view that 
predators could be rushed into 
early action. 

The attitude of any Labour 
government to a takeover feast 
is, at best, untested So the 
need to get deals done and 
dusted before any election 
had. following the Staffordshire 
South result, become even 
more pressing. 

The takeover fever was en- 
couraged by what appeared to 
be a leak of Whitehall’s in- 
tendon to dearFowerGen’s bid 
for Midland Elect ri city and 
National Power’s offer for 
Southern Electric. 

PG surged 13-5p to 562Jp 
and NP 14p to 492p The tar- 
gets also responded with Mid- 
land up 7p at 405 p and 
Southern 21p at 839p. 

The re mainin g electricity 


power groups are 
rite to strike although 


companies which still com- 
mand their own destiny antic- 
ipated what is now regarded as 
inevitable bid action. 

Un- 
favourite 
continental operations lurk. 
Against such a background 
East Midlands jumped 34p to 
658p; London lOp to 809p and 
\britsMre 15p to 898p. Even 
debt laden Northern Electric 
rose 21p to 679p. 

Waters were also flushed 
into action. Speculation the 
proposed bids will be cleared 
lifted South Wfest Wbter ISp to 
714p. 

Ladbroke was bade in the 
frame. In brisk trading the 
shares edged forward 1.5p to 
183-5pwith a deal with Hilton 
Hotels Corporation of the US 
now the market’s favourite 
option. Whether such an al- 
liance would lead to a bid is, 
however, unclear. 

Cable & Wireless gained 
9p to 535p as the Germans 



MARKET REPORT 


DEREK PAIN 


Stock market reporter 
of the year 


;d interest In off-the- 
: comments at a Frankfurt 
dinner Joachim Kroeske, fi- 
nance director of Deutsche 
Tblekom, let slip the German 
group had more than a pass- 
ing interest in Cable. 

The Germans have been 
canvassed as a potential buyer 
of Cable's Mercury telephone 
off-shoot but this is the first time 
they have let it be known that 
an outright bid is a possibility. 

The election result also en- 
couraged suggestions of more 
economic relaxations. The 
TbrieswiH, no doubt, redouble 
their efforts to keep the econ- 
omy moving ahead and the key 
part of any election campaign 
will be tax cuts, on present form 


announced in the Budget, de- 


livered in April. There are 
tefeel-s 


also signs the feel-good factor 
is seeping into the market, 
prompting many consumer 
shar es to an enjoyable session. 

Building ana related shares 
r emain ed to the fore although 
RMC, the best performing Wue 
chip with a 47p gain to L069p, 
owed at least some of its exu- 
berance to figures, due next 
week. Around £321m against 
£2833m is expected despite the 
problems encountered by the 
group’s German interests. With 
the long mooted housing re- 
covery seemingly materialis- 
ing Barra tt Developments, up 


9p at 271p and Beazer, 12p at 
201 d, led he 


201p. ledhousebuilders. 


Kingfis her headed the retail 
advance with a 19p gain to 
602p; Dixons was not far be- 
hind, up 13p at 485p and Next 
improved 15p to 553p. 

Royal Bank of Scotland 
shaded 3p to 501p despite 
bullish comments from 
NatWest Securities. The shares 
have underperformed as take- 
over speculation has dimin- 
ished and worries surfaced 
about the performance of the 
Direct Line insurance off- 
shoot NatWest point out it 

downgraded for this year from 
£658m to £618m. But Royal 
Bank's premium to the sector, 
say NatWest, is now “very 
modest and, given the medium 
term scope for upside surpris- 
es on profits, the shares are 
looking more attractive". 

Matthew Clark, reflecting 
the Credit Lyonnais Laing 
support, gamed a further 16Ap 
to 761p and MFL the furniture 
stores chain, continued to bask 
in a Kleinwort Benson 


reeemmendation with a further 

8p gain to 180p. 

Micro Focus, the software 
house, continued to attract 
mainly American, 
gaining 45p to 898p. 

LnSko slipped 5.5p to 
207 Jp as the closer involve- 
ment with Anglo Amenpn. 

the South African mining ©ani, 

was judged as reducing the 
chance of a bid. VTL fenying 

analysts to Portugal next week, 

put on 21p to 994p and the 
strength of the crude oflpnce 
continued to influence British 
petroleum, hitting 598p, up 

VideoLogic the chip maker 
was little changed at 66p. 
Charles Stanley, the stockbro- 
ker, says the market is only be- 
ginning to appreciate the 
company's world leadership m 
multimedia chips. It expects 

losses lo continue this year with 

£4.5m likely; next year there 
should be a £10m profit. 


HBritish Biotech slipped 8 p 
to2365p as SBC WhrtMng 
niaced IS million shares** 
yoepwithan 

unidentified institattomThc 

shares woe pot up fwraletiy 


group. . 

A key presentation on 
Biotech’s cancer drag is doe 
next month. The shares have 
looked a little unsure this . 
month as some investors 
have locked in their profits. 
A year ago the shares were 
down to 462p- . 


£JQueeus Moat Houses, the 
battered hotel group, contin- 
ues to defy analysts. Most say 
the shares are overvalued yet 
they are hitting new highs, 
climbing 0.5p to 25J5p, a 
dosing peak since last year’s 
restructuring, in busy trad- 
ing. The suspid oflling ers 
that corporate activity could . 
be inspired by D*® upturn in 
the hotels market 
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fnntrSJ!^ ELECTION: By throwing headline-making names into the field, the counties have 
arawn me spoil ignt away from their own responsibilities in developing players, argues Graeme Wright 


Botham or Bolus? A poll that does not matter 


' out 
oriole 




W Tien il comes to elections, 

you' have to hand it to the 

Americans: they make a 
show of it/Bands, badges and band- 
wagons, -.iod that’s only the Pri- 
maries. The "Ifest and Comity Cricket 
Bbaid goes about its elections in a 
much more English way -too much 
secrecy and too many leaks. When 
R^nfingwior&ckfeatedMJKSrnith 
in a postal ballot in March 1994, for 
example, no voting figures were giv- 
en. Indeed, it would have come as no 
surprise bad waiting journalists been 
kept outside the Grace Gate until a 
\fetican-style puff of smoke emerged 
from the cathedral of cricket. 

With the forthcoming election of 
selectors, of course, we’ve already 
had the smoke by way of a smoke- 
screen: a bonfire of vanities, so to 
speak. By putting up an unprece- 
dented number of candidates, the 
counties have effectively - inten- 
tionally or unintentionally - douded 
the most important issue. This is that 
Eariancfs cricketers have been 
poafiy equipped (with the exception 
of sponsors’ dogtags) to complete 
in international cricket. And Illing- 
worth, the man who has understood 
this all along, is the maa under 
attack by some of the counties. 

“The players work hard enough 
running round the ground,” he said 
when he was appointed chairman, 
“but not hard enough at the basics 
ofcrickeL” Perhaps the chairman has 
been getting too dose to home truths 
for the liking of some counties. 

The time for getting back to 
basics is not a few days before aTfest 
match, as Illingworth should have 
been wise enough to know with re- 
gard to Devon Malcolm in South 
Africa. The right time is when the 
players are whh (hdr counties. Indeed, 
getting the basics right is the coun- 
ties’ responsibility, and that means 
employing first-class coaches who un- 
derstand die mental and technical de- 
mands of the modern game. The 
modem international game, that is: 
not the modem county game. 

Unfortunately, when you utter 
words like technical and technique, 
people go rather glassy. On a sports 
programme recently, the panel was 
advised not to get too technical lest 
the listeners wouldn’t understand - 
jn which case they'd do a double turn- 
off. ^ Yet technique is an important part 
of most sports and essential in critic t- 
Last may, for example, covering 
Surrey match for our Sunday, 
paper, 1 remarked on Alec Stewart’s 
uncertainty when playing on the 
front foot Having had consecutive 
winters in the West Indies and Aus- 
tralia, he looked every inch a Tfesl 
cricketer on the back foot but 
wonyingly vulnerable when bowlers 
drew him forward. 

That weakness was still obvious 
during the winter in South Africa, 
where accurate, intelligent seam 
bowling always sought to exploit it 
This was something his Surrey em- 
ployers should have sorted out but 
the county appeared more occupied 
with business off the field than on iL 
In today’s world, however, it is per- 
sonalities and ~^ues” that seD sports 
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E REEL: C 



Candidate 


ERS AND 


Kim Barnett 

Ag«3& County: Derbyshire ■ ■ 

SpodaMy: Opening batsman, leg-spin bowler 
Nomtaatad by. Derbyshire 

experience: 4 lasts 

Crtctetar 

Com mitm en ts: FuU-Bme player ' ' ’* •' 

SSSS &jj' alttel rc* 91 ***«*•,** 



Brian Bolus 

A»: 62 Ccurties: Vbrtehire. Notbngwmsrtre, Derbyshbs 
Opening bat, former selector 
Nominated by: Nottinghamshire 
krtenwtlonal Experience: 7 Tests 
P wrfuM tag Reared civil servant 
Commitments: Some after-dmner speaMr^ • 

Notes: Beteved to be one of two favoured tv Ray IHflgwortfi 
Wdawpes TSB Bolos (the man who ldtes to say ‘yes') ■ • . 


Ian Botham 

AgK 40 caimtles: Somerset, WtmrostaijTlre,. Durham 
SpecJaBt y. Afl- rounder 

Nominated by: OetbjsNie, Northamptpnsr»irer . 
Moiridonal experience: 102 Tests.tformer England captain) 
Profession: TV penjortaJity 

CommltniBnts: Sky TV commentator, A Question of Sport. : • 
Dally Mirror columnist, charity vwrk . • :• • 

Nfckname: Beety . 



ChrisCowdrey — - ‘ 

Agm 36 Counties: Kern, Gtemorgar* 

SpackMjB Aif-rounder 
Nomtaatod toy: Kent 

tntemationai ex p erien w 6 Teas (former Engand capton) 
ftofwelon: Owns a putac speaMng business called The Greet 
. Deilyeiy Company*; does PR wod< far Ladbrt*es : . 
Cunmdtnwnta: Depends on how willing and sue he is to give 
up other rotes, likely to be ebie devotee lot of time. - 


'il .X 111 »J V ■ ] |1 W W a 1 - d ■ V.l 1 1 ra ■ 

.1 k Mil ^ l»id v ■ dll 1 V _ ■ I | I _ » t I il ■ 

■ The Hty Factor 


In His Own Words 


’Forget all the trivia 

should be in length of time, coveringetc. Let’s get 
on with playing attriKrtve, entertamW 


Unavailable for comment 


T would toye to serve on the selection panel be- 
cause the big challenge now- is to find a team and 
to make it turn England into a wodd power again. 
I would have no problem working with Hfy Basically 
we stand for the same thing* 


‘I’m honoured Kent should wantto. nominate me. 
! hadn’t thought of standing, but I'm excited at the 
prospect The thing I suppose hre got in my favour 
is age and time availablfity* " 


ConsHeflrtlfr prtentifilforoor^iDt 
Iffingworth has made ttctear that he tWnksfuR-time 
playing »s probably incompatible with the jobofe. 
selector. At.35, Barnett is also the youngest can- 
didate, an attrfoute % may regard as provocative * 


Significant pluses and minuass 
There are only acouple of candidates tfyreafly wants, 
and Bolus, former selector, non boat-rocker, is one 
of them. However, being a favoured candidate may 
actually lessen his appeal with counties already un-. 
happy with tfffngworth’s efforts 


limitless potential for strife... or perhaps success 
in 1995 Botham described ’Raymond “Pontius Pi- 
tate" lipngMorth* as ■ a whinger not a motivator*. Illy 
who regams outspokenness as his prerogative, is 
unfitefy to welcome another fiee-speaker to the team.: 
Botham says he thinks the two can work 
together: He would 




John Edrich 

AgK 58 . County: Surrey 
Spwc Mt y: Opening bat ■ - 

Nominated by: Surrey 
Mematfonar experience: 77 fee 
Profession: Corporate entertaining 
Conn ii t m anta: Emertalrwg.oorporweJy 
NotoKtieOeved tobeone oftwo - 
favoured by Ray IBinaworth, 


Graham Gooch 

42 County: €ssex- - • • • 

Openm£bat.medlum-paced bowler 

Namfcntod%: Essex 

I'-ibbarafetodal expertancm 113 tests (formes' England capon) - 
. Profession; Cricketer . ■ 

■' Conantanents fttfMirne player ’ 

. Notes Certain of rebel tour to South Africa 1982, banned from 
vfestcrKftat for three years, jfcknamas Zap. Goochte ' 




I 


Payitf Graveney 

;A^43Co»mti^Qouc8StErsnire T SomefS«^Dumam 
■ SpectajKyt LBa-afmspmnfir *' - 
: *fo(nfeMtod try*. QoUcesteaTare 
. toternational axpeffenca: None 
Ptofesatoo: Secretaiy of the Professional Players Union. Current 
: 3tgand sector. • • 

iQonan ftin gnts: Already does the job. 

Mcknames: Gravity Grav" 



Geoff Miller 

A^43 <founti^O«t3ys/we. Esex . 

SpmdBttp Miounfer j ■ ■ V ./;> .>; ' 5 

Nbq d ngf a dtiy: Hampshire • 

Intamatiooal ekpertenew: 34 Teats. 

T*rofca«fa i i: Aftei^flnner speaker part-tUne crtcket epoch at Ttent 
Qafegb;,.' . y . • : r ; : .. 

CoramOmmrts: Not too heavy. 


Unavailable for comment. 


‘My heart and soul was with England when l played 
and was captain. Selection should represent a cross 
section-of people ii* the game* ;r -. v I V -.. -.. 


caused. It has always been my wish to serve the 
game to the best of.my abQity artd l^halt contin- 
ue tp do^thls'fn the future’ - after he! was'tdd to 
puH out of the running for the chairman of selec- 
tnrs job by the Professional Gfcketefs'Assocfatipn . 1 
who he-works for as Secretaiy ' ' 

'v'V . i 


Tfeefweheedtobei 
sit tiy: and see the. 


Unfikety to be a factor 

Cowdrey has gone out of his way to erriphasise the 
spaa time he has to watch a lot of cricket, which 
would suit litingworth; a relatively hon-controvensfei 
fi^jre which would suit him more: His 'southem- 
ness’ and age may count against him 


Like Bcfius, could work bottiv^ys ! ■» '> 

Believed to be IHingvoth’s other choice, wttidi may, 
count against him with some counties, bo the otfK 
er hand Edrich’s previous experience as asetec- 
tor may give him delusions of knowtedge which may- 
rankle with the chairman of selectors - ' 




Potentiai foreorrfSct _ . ; , 

LfteBamett, Goochs corrirrirtmente arerun- 


u/.wiuwi ijniji ufn igiwru ■>- i«m huh im m v 

ship with fan Botham: agfrn, GdoSi’^ 

reputation as a miserable man from Essex might’ 
just appeal to a misecal^^Vbrkshl reman ; v . 


Virtually ©jaranteedto be explosive '?'■ 


man 


from ihe incumbent Des^a hisontentstatusas.; 
a specter the relationship/ is hound to be caustic 
if renewed the countfes / v :' 7 '^ ■ - ■' " v ?N 




;pfificiittifo ; priedfct. 1; r J?*x r :. 

■ WBdr tes no history of contentious behi&OT;;' but : 
: Illy rtfeyfeel that he’s better off with .Okies estate'; 
^ished veteraris around hirri' : z 


There are five spaces on the pan- 
el who selectthe England team.^ The 
chairman (Ray Illingworth), the 
teem captain (almost certainly 
Mike Atherton) and the team 
coach (David Uoyd) automatical^ 
qualify. 

The other two positions on the 
panel are voted for annually. The 
18 first-dass counties have two 
votes each, as do MCC and the 
Minor Counties, making a total of 
40 votes. 

When theTCCB were asked for 
a job description, a spokesman 
said: There isn’t a job description, 
it’s not a job as such." The posi- 
tion is unpaid. 

There fs no written list of offi- 
cial duties, but Ray Illingworth has 
recommended the following; 

Selectors must watch 90 days of 

cridetayeac detectors nust beads 
to attend 10 -plus necessary meet- 
ings. Selectors must not have any 
media work, which would dash with 
impartial duties of a setectx 


and newspapers. By throwing such 

he^rfKw^malrinj* names as Tan Rrtlh- 

am and Graham Gooch into the field 
for what is, in effect, a pretty irrele- 
vant contest, the counties have clev- 
erly drawn the spotlight away from 


their own shortcomings as the 
providers of England’s Thst cricketers. 
Immediately, the most important is- 
sue in the media became not Eng- 
land's poor showing in South Africa 
and in the World Cup, but 


whether “Illy” can five with “Beefy”. 
The Tories should be pounding a 

E th to the county grounds for 
sons in spin-doctoring - not that 
spin is on the county agenda all that 
often. 


When Illingworth was appointed 
the chairman of selectors two years 
ago, high on his agenda was winning 
back the Ashes, something he 
achieved as England's captain in 
Australia in 1970-71. He didn't do 


it attractively, but be did it effec- 
tively, and no one worried whether 
he smiled or not. Yet if the coun- 
ties have their way, England could 
go into next year's Ashes series in 
complete disarray, with Illingworth 


concentrating more on his own 
back than, say. Stewart’s front foot. 

Ail the kerfofCe over mingworth's 
countenance - likewise Mike Ather- 
ton’s - is also a red herring. There’s 
something, inherently Protestant in 
the seemingly dour way they reduce 
the game to their own level, instead 
of raising their sights to the level of 
the spirit of cricket exemplified by 
Sri Lanka in the World Cup. It’s a 
national characteristic. 

So what about this eight-man 
exercise in democracy that comes to 
a bead this week? Does h matter 
which two get tbe votes of the 
counties and MCC to join Illing- 
worth, David Lloyd, the new coach, 
and Atherton, assuming he is cap- 
tain, on the selection committee. No, 
not in the short term. It’s not as if 
the selectors are spoilt for choice 
when picking the England team, 
even if they do manage the occa- 
sional baffling selection. What it 
might indicate, however, is how the 
counties view the long-term ambi- 
tions of men like Botham, Gooch 
and David Graveney - should we be 
told how the voting went 

What it might also show is just how 
much, or how little, the county 
managements know about the game, 
as opposed to the business, of cnckeL 
They offered some evidence of this 
in 1993 when, after only one season, 
they abandoned tbe 50-over format 
in the Sunday League. True, it was 
initially foolish to choose the one 
competition that has the full fury of 
a County Championship match 
raging either side of it But if the 
counties were serious about Eng- 
land’s prospects in the World Cup, 
surely one of the three limited- 
overs competitions could have been 
played under World Cup rules? 

This season the Benson and 
Hedges Cup will be played over 50 
overs. But ft* s a little late.^ The horses 
have long bolted and you can’t see 
them for the smokescreen. 

Graeme Wright is a former 
editor of Wisden 
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Football 

Mnfts nor on pools coupons; 

10 irtess stated 
FAUMBRO TROPHY 
Safl-FRULS FIRST LEO 

Hyde v Nartfnridi 

UocdestWd v Choriay 

1CTS LOBE Premier DhWorc ftshop's Snt- 
. fed u CaistefBn: Chertsey v tttchm: Dutwuti 
tYetwt Entiefcl * Klmstonfan; Hayes v Bote- 

tan Wtoou; Hendon v^tesfiuv Pirieet vHar. 
■ Bmuex SI PBkem v Graf? Sutton Uti m 
r& Hasten v Yaacftng Htor- 
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nratDMaion: tonaior Tawi 
^ ; Waste * Mafttenhead: 
Ganon tan v Orfoiti Cny, Bfflencay v 
(Mwte: SfewHe^s * BarWne Chesftam v 
*tatac Leyton Porant v Wembley, RutsUp 
. Manor v Tooting & Mitcteun; Staaies v Hey- 
**«s; Thame 
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.• 2® Hen^oead v Wherfioe: Huraa 1 - 
t JM *SSa (taw: Leatehead v BedSd: 
MBtatetaiPoBcevBradaietL'TBnjiyvChal- 
tatst (taBc Nr V Hampton. ThM DMrton: 
*^ 1*01811 v East Thumidc Ctapton » weeU- 
Stonec HailiM v Asetay Hornchurch v Twig; 
Mn^uy v>tataU; Leoinn v D»om & Ewel: 
.ta*WTttas:atatliwodirVttngBtBaFMch- 
taSoUhalvHefttonftWindsor&ErontiHor- 

WOBOttJlEABUE Pnuntar DMalME Bam- 
»r BnOag v Spewiymoor; Btshoo AucMand v 
tajonvsijm Spansns FricWeyvOol- 
; Gainsborou^iw Boston UM;Gios&- 
yi - yOTta .l ecfc V Knoxstey Matlock v 

j wftga igBriey; Wne fa rt vDrayMen. »«t 
"wwABeton vWbrldrfiBHT: Ashton LM v 
i^taianon u wWamngoiv Bradfort) Park 
Awe w N eawdleM; Con^eton v Harrogate 
™r?«l *Lncotn Unt Gcea Hanwod 
Attain; GmmavFadevWbclan- 
SS1*S W0 “ 1 T «n: ftakOfe Borough v 


^^HOWSLEACUEPiwtofOWUon: 
iSS 2 w B aMockw Qoueester: 

“tatert vtart^Ht Chutanhan vSu^- 

m; Grata * Satsiur Hetosonen Town v 


ggy gpQty: ftesan vC rawacnc l; -Rush- 
ylftiS'SJtavNawport AFC; Worcester v 

S^SSSWSSK’S 


Sutmn 
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.■BBsas^sai iVtanqt 
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JEWSON EASTBW LEAGUE PrCTier PM- 
afan: iiytiw v swam: Comad vFtWwe 
Oss woocflrtclfle; Halstead v ft tanherrcSiA t- 
bury Town <r Hadte^t; Sudbtny VWnderere v 
Greet Yarmouth; Tptree v NewwtetVtev 
ton v Mach: Wisbech v Hanwch: Wrwham v 

StowmarkBL 

MERIMK EXPRESS MDUWMUW® 

BanweB v Halesowen Hamers; 

vRocaaer. Knyper^Y vwori avBo Mmegg 
MKhaets; RershorB v Chasetown: 

nuflh v Ste>5hed Dynamo: Stapennjii * 

H^ley AtWetKx 5tratttxd v Shrfral: WBen- 

haH v Oldbury. , , 

GHEAT MILLS LEAGUE ftemler WW®* 

Bide ford v Manept^ad: 
iM. ciwfition v Caine; Tauraon v Bacw*tn 
Tomngton v PauttonRcwer ^ 

»f Mw Fam: Barnstaple w Tnwm West 

FEDEI»TT»i 

iPAGUE Ffrrt DMriorc B^n^igm Syrg»- 

S2XSSSEZ 

S: gton Temes; Whrt- 

^S^ifiroCOUNnBlBWUEft^ 

SStaTBS^n Town: 

tew W< ^ll^^ eco nd legs: C«m- 

sSF 21 " 

yeranvaie; Fonm vH ftckAade«ny: 

ESS^^ Ba,e5VB “ 

l?-30j- COMBINATION FW* 

AVON IN SURANC E C.Q). 

OMaton: Ponsmouth v vvcsl 

{11301. 


48 PuBiies v Di#?fer7T^«;.i_ 

. 44 ^testone vjSindae 
^SECOM>riwxswi»^r.v " 

'SGQtistr'EsstFfa ^ ti *■ i n- .• 

.. --S1' ftokr.v&BdRKX 
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Three-pronged attack 

in quest for credibility 


Rugby 

STONES SUPER LEAGUE: Oldhem v Leeds 
[80; Ports vWorWngton (7.0). 

RngiyUiiioii 

COURAGE CLUBS 1 CHAMPIONSHP National 
LNM* Oete Bristol v Lenester t2-15): Har- 

lequns vOouceaer (3a3l; Sara w West Harfle- 

pool 0.01; Saracens v Bath 0-0); Wasps v 
One! GDI. National Leas* Two: Bedford 
w Moseley C3XD: 8teckheaU» v London Msta 
(3.01; Neweasde Gosform v London Scoosh 
(3.0); NwSumpton v Watedoo (3 J»: Wake- 
field v Notwtfom £3.0). NaBonil lea0w 
Throw: HantsMav Rearing OO): Odeyv Mor 
ley (3.0): Richmond v Rosslyn Pam (3n): 
(tathemam v fite aOh Rugby v Coaanay 
( 3 j 0 ). NaUunnllnwpw rntn-AspaaavLaeds 
OX)): Ewter v CWton p.Q): Havant v Walsal 
OjOk Un&poal St Hetas a London Utah (3C9; 
Redruth V Plymouth (3.0). 

SWALEC CUP SemHteata UaneHr r Pon- 
typridd 030) (at OUgenff: Heath v Newport 
(3.15) ar CtatftD. 

HE 1 ND(BI WELSH LEAGUE Rat DMdon: 
Swansea v CanWf (2J0»- Second OMMok 
i v Uantean (230); Bonymaenv 
(230); Dunvam v Uandouery 

(230). ‘ 

SRU TEWffNlS 1558 BOWL Mat rtxmd: 
Aberdeen GSFPv HflheaQOordan Hu flO). 
INSURANCE CORPORATION RSH TEAGUE 
Rrat Phtowic Ballymena v Young Miraer 
are v Shannon (Z3C0; OU 
9?(Z30);CWWas- 
iwv Code ConaJtuaon (2^»; St Maly's C«- 
v Unsdwne (230). Second DMMwc 
Oontof v Malone (230); Greysuaies v Disi- 
K 3 rmon (230); NEC v Old CresceiS OJOk 
tenure CoQrae tr Detail (2301: TOnder- 
ersv Becttte rangers Q3Q. 
ctUBMATCTEStAstaaravftaJtey ( 3 j 01 ; 

dwtL«eje BA>; CheteSamvBarTsMs 
(3.0); Ebb* Vale v Duwam (230): Hgi 
Wycombe vSudbuy (3.0); LxhfieJd v Henley 
(3.0); Maesagw Ntatn4ge{230);M»aton 
v ToueeareflB (3,0); Ftangypoal « Bndaeid 
(2.30); StokevHaQtat OQH Weston^*er- 
Mara w iu«e«ni Qjjt, vanwcon Pb*v 
Whttctech £3.0). 

Hockey 

ABBEY NAROfUL WOMENS CHHUEHK 
Great BntaftivNetfiotafld) BJ3 telflcn 
HQ no). 

NAIMKAL WER-LEAGUE TOURNAMENT: 
Hampstead iWesrrrCTrvteSMch 19.0?; a- 

tad Hawks v Haibome (1030); WestaMu- 
per-Mam v Bromley (12.40); Wam^an v 
Lewes 1530) ewAaorffeynes). 


(230); fostortare 


WOMEN’S NATIONAL LEAGUE Prendar Di- 
tainx Bradmel v CWton (2 jOV. Doncaster v 
H^inwn 1 1230); ipsw**) » Balsam Letces- 
ter (123); SloutJi vSunon Canada Life (2.0). 
First Division: Bradford SMUhenOank v Ex- 
mouth (L45); Che&nSford v Wimbtedon 
(1X0; Sunderland Sedans v Huehara (1230); 
Trojans vCaneertuy (130). Second DMriore 
Easng v near&ng &0); loutfOomet studens 
v Often (230); Sherwood v WoMng ( 12.0): 
StAfoans v AJdrtdff (130). 

WOMBTS WBT Premier: Cotwal v Rettend; 
Wimbome Wayfarers v t a omfogea; Chef- 
terham v Bournemouth; East Gloucester v Si 
AusfeS faff ar Saggar Bush, CSton). 
W(MEN^lHXAI0itanfet:aedfofovBa(. 
samleteestef; Otmson Rambles vlamwonti: 
HamptOTHnAnJen vKetBrtne FTctewck v Rev- 
ert. 

WOMEN’S NORTH Ftat DMstaE Biackbmt 
v Don Vaitoy; Poyreon v Sheffield; Uverpool v 
CarWe; York v ftawasde. 

WOMETTS SOUTH Rrst DMsImc Hendon v 
torter)ey:Westwfota*ftano5^&Vlfen- 
nftaMcWIncheattr v OMsftiiTUInchnicreHl 
v SotShamptxx WbrMng v Cfty c# tamoutL 

Basketball . 

BUDWHSER CHAIffNMSWP PLAY-OFFS 
Qusrter-ltaats Tint tmff Derby Storm v 
Brn ii ng iam BUlats (&0); Manchester Giants 
v Leonards (730); Thames Vaaey Tigers v Lon- 
don Tawn (8.01; VVonhng Bean v Sheffield 
State (60). 

Speedway 

7.30 unfess stated 

PREMHI LEAGUE: Bradford v Enter Cove* 
byvrt^Csaeyteath&StEtevOBjbKtEBa- 
boume vLandom Swndon v Befie Vue. 

Other sports 

ATMEDCS: Bupft Weiteiona) Road Races 
(Portsmouth). 

BOWLS: Engfeft Men's kxioar ChamjHnships 
(Melton Mowfaay). 

BtBONGe Professioial proauden (Evcrton 
Me Sports Centre, Uverpoaq: WBO wel- 
tawrffd ntfe: E Lcusw (N K, hotter) vj 
LUpa {UbO; W80 Sywe^htaJe PWar (Sco) 
vJMafte(5A.)idde4;V^ i raer-coranen ffl l 
a^a-mkaeweimt toe (vacare: P Waft (Eng) 
v S Wilson (Sco). Professional piuiumi uii 
(Wythonihsnw rmiiiiij Manrle m i). ftttah 
dgn-tmttswgi me: £ BmS«m (Eng, 
holder) v G Lo^n (Eng). 

JIBXX: Bntah Ctetponshys (Bjms^nsm). 
SNOOKSfc&mpean League CDomond Cen- 
se, EfMmtfna^i), 


TOMORROW 

FootbaR 

BEAZBt HOMES LEAGUE Southern DMatac 
Onderford v Braintree (11301. 

UMIEr SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE Hrot DT- 
•Won: Stamco v Peaceharen (3.0). 
LEAGUE OF WALES: Ebbw Vale v Briton For- 
iyO.0). 

BORO GAB LEAGUE OF IRELAND Premier 
DMeloro DBny Oty v Cork C#y (2.0). 

Cricket 

FIRST-CLASS MATCH (Second day of 
three): The Pari* Oxford Urtwreityv Lalces- 
tetave (1130). 

Rugby Laa^na 

STONES SUPBt league: CastJefcnl v Wean 
(60; Sheffield v London (BO; St Helens v 
Bradtad (30. Bret DMstac Dewstey v t*M 
(30: HuddasfieMvKa«ilBy(330): Roehdsle 
V Barley (3.0); WKBhawn v Salford 030); 
lMdnes v Feetheretone (301. Second Dhrt- 
eleroBramlByv Charley (5.1ft: Hud Kington 
Rows vftascoi (30: Hunsietv Lef^i (330; 
Swtnton v Doncaster (630); York v Carlisle 
(3.15). 

Rugby Union 

SURREY counr CUP Float Sunon & Ep- 
som V E3W {30) (B( OU fllUBS, Moqu fW$. 

American football 

WORLD LEAGUE: London Monarchs v Scot. 
OEtLCfeymoras (3.0) (hr IMU» Hart Lane, Tot- 
tenham). 

Hockey 

NATIONAL MTER LEAGUE TOURNAMENT) 
tabome V weaDt^uper-MBis (UO: tews 
v IpGwch (10); Wamngton v Hampstead & 
Westminster (3.0): Bromley v Oxford Hawta 
(50 (Bf MSton Keynes}. 

Speedway 

BHT1SH UIOER-21 CHA&ShONSHPSnod- 
flnal (330HM MikknhaD). 

Other sports 

BOWLS: E^ch Men's Indoor Champfonshcs 
(MNfon UodxBfi. 

MOTOR RACING: British Formula Three 
Championship (Thiunon). 

SNOOKER: European Lsae* (Diamond Cen- 
tre, Whftngiorough). 


It has been talked of as a make 
or break season, and while that 
assessment may be simplistic, 
there is much at stake when the 
World League of American 
Football resumes this weekend. 

The six-team league, with 
franchises in London, Scotland, 
Dusseidort Frankfurt, Bar- 
celona and Amsterdam, is a joint 
venture between the NFL, and 
Fox Sports, Rupert Murdoch's 
US-based broadcasting arm. 
Originally launched in 1991, it 
lasted just two seasons before 
being suspended. The same fate 
could befall h again although, 
given recent developments, that 
seems unlikely. 

In order to secure its future, 
the World League must build on 
its 1995 average attendances of 
14,500, increase its television 
viewing base, and effect an im- 
provement in the overall qualify 
of play. “What our board of 
directors wants to see this year 
goes beyond money, profit and 
loss,” Oliver Luck, the World 
League’s president, said. “They 
want the feeling that we’re on the 
right path, and from what I’ve 
seen so far, we will be able to 

demonstrate significan t progress 

both on and off the field.” 

The signs are certainly en- 
couraging. In Britain, the arrival 
of Will jam “Refrigerator" Perry 
in London and the conversion of 
Gavin Hastings from rugby 
union have helped stimulate in- 
terest in the London Monarchs 


Mck HaBng on this 
weekend's return of 
the World League of 
American Football 

and the Scottish Claymores. 
When they meet at White Hart 
Lane on Sunday, the attendanra 
is certain to exceed last season's 
disappointing opening-day gate 
of less than 9.000. 

In Dusseldorf, the Rhein Fire 
have already sold more than 
20,000 tickets for tonight’s der- 
by against the Frankfurt Galaxy. 
Last season, the Fire’s best at- 
tendance was 19,000. ‘AO six 
teams have sold more season tick- 
ets than at this stage last year.” 
Luck said. “That doesn’t mean we 
expect 45,000-strong crowds, but 
if we're in the high teens and low 
20 ’s, everyone should be happy.” 

Television exposure has in- 
creased significantly. In Britain, 
Channel 4 has joined Sky 
Sports, Scottish TV and eight 
Continental broadcasters who 
will show games. There will also 
be two live matches each week- 
end in the United States, on the 
fx cable channel 

When the World League was 
shown in the US in 1991 and 
1992, h was a ratings disaster, 
American fans perceiving it to be 
a poor-quality imitation of the 
NFL This year, however, the 
league features more than 60 
players on loan from NFL teams. 


“The lewd of play this year will 
be better than in the past,” 
Luck said. “Wfe had a number of 
NFL players trying out, and 
some were cut during training 
camp, which is an indication of 
the standard. Tm convinced that 
all six of our teams would beat 
Nebraska, the current college 
champions- This is the best foot- 
ball you’ll find outside the NFL" 

The signs are encouraging, but 
American football in this coun- 
try continues its quest for cred- 
ibility. It is still trying to recover 
from the excesses 011991, when 
the Monarchs played to audi- 
ences of 40,000 at Wembley. 

Such gates were never at- 
tainable over a sustained period, 
but the result is that an averagp 
of 10,000, which the Monarchs 
achieved in 1995, is viewed in 
some quarters as a failure. This 
seems harsh when placed in the 
context of attendances at Wimb- 
ledon, Charlton. MiUwall, and 
the majority of the country’s 
leading rugby union dub sides. 

Expectations now are lower, 
and while the league still has to 
prove itself, significant progress 
both on and off the field is with- 
in its grasp this year, and should 
lead to long-term stability. 

■ The London Monarchs' 
final game of the season, against 
the Rhein Fire on 16 June, has 
been switched from White Hart 
Lane to Chelsea's Stamford 
Bridge as Tbrtenham begin 
work on replacing their pitch. 


■VfehWB gme trfeewiy sme law-: 
ing wehavetpvwift. it tea beei pert 

Wo gartws and told uur nrivfe, Atar 
Fta&MoOjManchesta-Urtadfnaoaffc 
■rm temped cfttecohsiequetoes of 
this, i hope it will net he heW a^nst 
Graham {Fertpnj *hen heefynes beck . 
te Vfrfttey Bay. Fanto nk fa ther^ aNew- 
castte &rt,'woniesaboi£h&son'Eie>-- 
twntome after his goals for SacMSum 
hurt Nwcasde's.tifle tapes. 

■ tf someone tola go at me with m 
Iran ba* and smashed son over (he 
toad instead f couldn't five with my- 
self. That's -why -ha won't be there. 


QUOTES OF 
THE WEEK 

‘Banry Rry the ftmungram manage 
totavHssonddnotgstowautMB- 
tfrf v Birmingham In midweek. 

■I dent want to bejemembered as the 

■ map- who took avs eft* [Coventry) 
down. Rantftiftson, manager of Co*n- 
tty who have had 29 jeara at die top. 

■ l-tfdnt come to tefy to be a target 
torpeoptewhoc^lmeanegofopt*- 
8 c. Eh0®d midfielder Pari hoe on why 
racist supporters may cause him to 
leave Internationale. 


H !**»*} say to tan Botham 'gpand 
sort It out WsTJ pay jou to gS-Eng- 
-fah cririwtrigif. If te code up, then 
you gat someone else. But it's no use 
sitting on the fence. AMan Ieoh, for- 
mer Engand erteteter. 

■ ’foo can prepare aH you want and 
puttuntf you are Hue In the bee, but 
if you get on the wrong side of the hole 
that’s it tore. British amateur cham- 
pion Gorton Sherry bams about life 
at the Masters the hard way 

■ It was one of those thir^p when I 
just let it flow, (let the reins of the horee 
go and let him run. Greg Norman af- 
ter shooting an openif&round 63 at 
me Masters in Augusta. 
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sport 


A strange mixture oven/vhelmed Fenton’s face, part elation 
mainly guilt, as if he really shouldn’t have been doing \i 




Black Monday it is now known on 
Tyneside: Red Letter Day in certain 
parts of Manchester. And the sight 
which wQJ stick most in the mind af- 
ter Blackburn's cruel destruction of 
Newcastle's championship desires cm 
Easter Monday was not Kevin Kee- 
gan, die moment the final whistle 
went, bravely shaking Ray Harford 
by the hand when what he really 
wanted to do was shake the lines- 
man by die throat Nor was it the six- 
year-old in the crowd, decked out 
in a black and white curly wig, try- 
ing to comfort his dad. trying to tell 
him that it didn’t really matter, that 
football wasn’t that important And 


ten see on a football pitch, though 
probably not one to make it into the 


explain-th&^oal-celebration round 
on They Think It's All Over. A 


obviously failing. No, it was the look 
on Graham Fenton’s face as he 


on Graham Fenton’s face as he 
chipped his second goal oyer the 
hopeless figure of Shaka Hislop in 
the last minute that lingers in the 
memoiy. It was a lookyou don't of- 


on They Think It's All Over. A 
strange mixture overwhelmed his 
face, part elation, but mainly guilt, 
as if he really shouldn't have been 
doing it. It was the look of a naughty 
schoolboy. 

The commentator, anxious to ex- 
tract every morsel of significance . 
from the moment explained it ah: 
Fenton was a Geordie, a born-and- 
bred Newcastle fan, his family were 
in the stands en masse, damns of 
them decked out in black and white, 
not minding at all if Graham scored 
twice, so long as Newcastle scored 
three times. And then he goes and 

^^heroes’fao^^or^^^enot^m- 
gle-handedQy, the Newcastle defence 
aid their best to accommodate him). 


The next day, the irony overdrive 
began: here was the Geordie who 
broke Geordie hearts. A clever 
news agency got hold of a picture 
of the young Fenton meeting Kevin 
Keegan at a Newcastle school of ex- 
cellence back in the Ei gh ties, which 
was circulated to the tabloids and 
run under headlines saying “the one 
that got away”. Fenton was inter- 
viewed ("I'm not sure if m be wel- 
comed back home"), his mum was 
interviewed ( u we’re still proud of 
him"), bis dad was interviewed 
(*Tm not sure whether to board up 
the house or emigrate"). If his dog 
bad been interviewed it would prob- 
ably have been called Keegan. 

It is in the nature of football that 


Jim White 


mortal damage on their favourites sjanty 


Twenty-two' 


its on. Law is con- 
of that moment. 



ON SATURDAY 


were brought up Evertonians, Noel 


Whelan remains such a Leeds sup- 
porter that, despite being off- 
loaded to Coventry, he was spotted 
with his mates in the crowd at his 
old chib’s Coca-Cola Cup semi-fi- 
nal with Birmingham. But oddly the 
times when professional fans inflict 


are rare. 

Indeed Fenton’s uneasy reaction 
to his strike was reminiscent of the 
most famous occasion when it all 
went pear-shaped for a supporter: 
Denis Law*s back-heel for City 
a gainst United in the Manchester 
deity in April 1974, the goal that 
sent United down. Actually it didn’t, 
they were as good as relegated al- 
ready. What really sent them down 
was fielding a pitiful team that was 
so goal-shy their keeper Alex Step- 
ney, with two successful penalties, 
was the leading scorer for much of 
the season. But tiy tefling that to De- 
nis Law. 


(jflhis best to avoid it, outsomc Manchester, peo- 

caldtrant gene of professionalisni want ^ him about it. Nev- 
made MmWouutol scored 236 ^ in 

career. ifsthe oneheg 




iecuuu- » uw uniteo carcci, jismv 

ney Bax-footed andlxibbledintoffi everyone remembers. He s 

n eLltwasamomentofpurebnbn& ij^a^iditso often, henew 


peLltwasamojMotofpureM^ ^ asked about itsoota, beno* 
Law was only there, mi die wrong nds ^ erased it entirety 

colour shut, because from his menffltyr'You know," be 

SiSSKSLlte sreat Unit- ays, 3 S to 


ed hero by sending him mto t-uy ex- 
ile But you could teD that if revenge 
was on his mind, it was no consola- 
tion. Mike Doyle, a City stalwart, 
slapped Him round the face a bit and 
urfdnim to snap out of it, he d just 

scored a goal against the enemy, so 


The goal itself was appropriately get celebrating, 
comical: Francis Lee cut toe ban upset was 1m at sarong agunsttus 

across from the right-hand sde of the teamjie just went 

penalty area, ittxkkled past a cou- straight home and never kicked a ball 
pie of hopeless, prone, black-socked in League football again. 


-Iteopfc teflmefthappeoe<i but Tan t 
remember athing about it Thai one 
I got in the '63-Cup final, tboigfi.-. ” 

Graham JFeaton may think he’s 
had a bad week; bat that it will all 
be forgotten after the . weekend. 
What he doesn’tappredate is that 
in 22 years’ time, 'someone in his 
home town will ask him a? talk them 
through the two goals that sunk the 
Tbon. Or maybehe does. And that 
explained the look ion his face. 


Super- 12 makes 


supercharged 


start in Australia 


' '"•iZt.'r 1 ; 




mkFfSA 






While professionalism is threatening to cause a 
schism in English club rugby, Down Under it has 
been used a launch-pad to increase the sport’s 
popularity. Greg Gruwden reports from Sydney 




mm 




W hile the move to pro- 
fessionalism in Eng- 
land has proved a 
troubled road with more blind 
turns no doubt still to come, in 
Australia the end of the ama- 
teur era could hardly have gone 
more smoothly. Rugby league, 
with its stranglehold as the pre- 
mier football code in New 
South Wales and Queensland, 
has always been Big Brother, 
but as union has made its bold 
bound into the business arena, 
league has ironically been 
pitched into disarray by a dis- 
pute over power and money. 

Not quite. But there are 
encouraging signs that the long 
undernourished underling is se- 
riously threatening rugby league. 

The reason for the change is 
simple. The southern hemi- 
sphere administrators have in the 
Super-12 tournament devised a 
competition which has been an 
unqualified success, attracting 
record crowds, overwhelming 
media attention, plus the most 
marketable style of play - ex- 
pression rather than inhibition. 
The tournament could also not 
have been better timed, co- 
inciding with the Australian 
Rugby League’s unconscious 
attempt to self-destruct, through 
its highly emotive and divisive 
battle with Rupert Murdoch's 
rebel Super League organisation. 

During a period where many 
league supporters became sick 
and tired of a bewildering court- 
room battle, which revolved 


around greed and ego. 
the Super-12 was the ideal 
alternative. 

While the New South Wiles 
league premiership was placed 
in lunbo for two weeks, the only 
rugby available was the Super- 
12. And the tournament rose to 
the occasion, with several out- 
standing matches involving 
NSW succeeding in convincing 
some fans to convert. 


The standard has 
been irresistible, 
bringing Test 
excitement to the 
provincial level 


The early crowd figures 
proved that. When the league 
competition eventually started 
in late March, attendances were 
down 53.4 per cent, while rep- 
resentative rugby crowds had in- 
creased by 45 per cent. From 
only 3,217 spectators who 
watched Australian Capital 
Territory play NSW in Sydney in 
1994, their next encounter, held 
last month at the Sydney Foot- 
ball Stadium, attracted 20,687. 

This was before a crowd of 
30,147 watched the NSW-Natal 
Super-12 match at the Sydney 
Football Stadium, the biggest 
crowd to watch the state side 


anoe Fgi attracted 38,000 against 
the Whratahs at the Sydney 
Cricket Ground in 1952. 

Away from Sydney, atten- 
dances have been as healthy. 
ACT reported their biggest- 
ever crowd in Canberra when 
the Brumbies played Auckland, 
while attendances at BaJlymore 
for Queensland have always 
been above the 15.000 mark. 

The playing standard has 
also proved irresistible, bringing 
Test excitement to the provin- 
cial level. This has partly been 
brought about by the successful 
introduction of law changes, in- 
cluding enforcing the back row 
to stay engaged until the ball has 
left the scrum-base, and a bonus 
competition point for any team 
which scores four or more tries 
in a match. 

This has prompted every team 
to be adventurous and test their 
abilities, even when matches 
appear lost It has also encour- 
aged the most vibrant of back- 
line play, with several teams, 
Auckland, Natal, Northern 
Transvaal, NSW and Queens- 
land. producing intricate and 
beautifully thought out moves, 
which would do any Barbarians 
line-up proud. Not having as 
many loose-forwards crowding 
the defensive line helps as well 

As important has been the 
competition point given to any 
team finishing within seven 
points of their opponents. So no 
one has an excuse to give up. 

Those in the northern 
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Jonah Lomu (white shat), playing for the Auckland Blues in a Super- 12 match in Palmerston North, Now Zealand, fast month Photograph: Fbtopress 


hemisphere should take the 
hint, because such innovations 
would help to enliven a Five 
Nations tournament, which is 
currently treated with total dis- 
dain in the southern hemisphere. 

Sure, there has been the oc- 
casional headless chicken match 
during the Super- 12 with all -out. 
frenetic attack outweighing 
flimsy defence. But the bulk of 
the games have stood out be- 
cause of the excellent standard. 

The Super- 12 is not yet 


perfect. There are some prob- 
lem areas, particularly the poor 
standard of refereeing, and the 
vast differences in interpreta- 
tions from country to country. 

The use of local referees has 
led to accusations of bias, with 
repeated complaints from 
coaches that their team “has 
been robbed” when away from 
home. The organisers are al- 
ready considering introducing 
neutral referees for the second 
half of the Super-12 but this is 


too late for several disgruntled 
players, coaches and officials. 

Another dilemma is the in- 
evitability of the Super-12 turn- 
ing into a court drama. There 
is overwhelming anger on the 
eastern seaboard of Australia 
that hardly any of the Super-12 
matches are being shown on 
terrestrial television, instead 
being limited to the Murdoch- 
backed Fbxtel pay-TV network, 
which only a small percentage 
of the population has access to. 


Foxtel’s main pay-TV oppo- 
nent, Optus Vision, claim that 
they also have a contractual 
agreement to show the Super- 
12 Consequently the Australian 
TV sports war has now crossed 
codes with Optus challenging 
New Corporation’s $A780m 
(£370m) 10-year deal with the 
southern hemisphere unions 
for the pay-TV rights. 

Optus, partly funded by 
Kerry Packer, have filed pro- 
ceedings in the NSW Supreme 


Court against the Australian 
Rugby Football Union, News 
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Rugby Football Union, News 
Corporation and Foxtel, for al- 
leged breach of contract How- 
ever, the legal action is not 
scheduled to start untilafter the 
Super-12 final on 25 May, 
prompting at least one tourna- 
ment free of courtroom bick- 
ering, and the fine mess which 
has given the code such a fillip < 
at the expense of rugby league. ' 

Greg Gmwdcn writes for the \ 
Sydney Morning Herald 1 
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Leicester see a chink of light 


STEVE BALE 


In between the unpicasamries 
between the Rugby Football 
Union and its biggest clubs, 
there is occasionally the light re- 
lief of some rugby. Gloucester’s 
midweek defeat of Bath was a 
thrilling end in itself but also the 
means by which championship 
and relegation issues that were 
beginning to be settled have 
suddenly reopened. 

So this afternoon Leicester 
go to Bristol in the unexpected 
knowledge thaL provided they 
win their four remaining games, 
Bath too will need to win their 
three in order to regain the 
title - and even then it would 
be only on points difference. 

Bath lave, however, been this 
way before and the previous 
years of the Courage league 


have shown them to have for- 
midable powers of instant re- 
cuperation. Saracens are no 
less frantic about relegation 
than Gloucester, or since 
Wednesday Bristol, but it is their 
31-fortune to have to face Bath 
now. 

“Saracens have given us 
problems in the past,” Phil de 
Glanville, the Bath captain, 
said yesterday recalling the de- 
feat at Southgate that cost them 
the title five years ago. “But we 
are at our most dangerous when 
responding to defeat-” Saracens, 
by the way, were well repre- 
sented at Kingsholm to see 
how it can be done. 

Though Jonathan Callard, 
the full-back's place-kicking 
critically absent from Glouces- 
ter. is available for Bath, Jere- 
my Guscott is still oa a TV 
assignment in South Africa. 


prompting a move from wing to 
centre for Adedayo Adcbayo 
and from centre lo outside-half 
for Mike Catt to the exclusion 
of Richard Bulland. 

Bristol went below Glouces- 
ter as a result of Wednesday's 
events but have the important 


advantage of a game in hand 
over both Gloucester and Sara- 


over both Gloucester and Sara- 
cens and at the end of the sea- 
son would anticipate winning, 
as everyone else, has at West 
Hartlepool, who are already 
relegated. Today they will not 
be pleased lo see the return 
after injury of Leicester’s cap- 
tain, Dean Richards. 

If Richard Hill, the Glouces- 
ter coach, gets his players 
playing against Harlequins at 
The Stoop as they did against 
Bath in the less refined setting 
of Kingsholm, it will be an 
achievement to rank with anv in 


his playing career with Bath and 
England. 

It will be no less difficult, with 
Quins certain of a European 
place whoever is organising 
next season's club competitions 
and another daunting visit to 
Leicester next up for Glouces- 
ter on Wednesday week, before 
the prospectively decisive en- 
counter with Saracens in a 
fortnight. 

COURAGE CLUBS’ 
CHAMPIONSHIP NATIONAL 
LEAGUE ONE TABU 

P W D L F APts 

Bath 15 13 0 3 472 212 26 

Leicester 14 12 0 2 354 176 24 

HaitoqslAs 16 11 0 5 470 276 22 

Wasps 15 3 0 7 302 291 Ifi 

Sato 15 8 0 7 273 388 IS 

Orrefl — 15 7 0 8 270 353 04 

Ctoccester .... 15 5 010 233 299 10 

Bristol 14 5 0 9 213 330 10 

Saracens 15 5 010 252 392 10 

W Hartlepool 14 O 0 14 245 467 0 


Howey joins 
hopeful 
young Britons 


SEDGEFIELD 




Judo 

DONALD OWENS 


Exodus to England sullies 


’s feats 


Other things being equal Neath 
- definitely the team of the mo- 
ment anywhere in Angjo-Welsh 
rugby - would be on the verge 
of a long era of brilliant success. 
Their young back division, who 
have lately run rings round the 
rest of Welsh rugby, have years 
of development and distinc- 
tion to come, writes Steve Bate. 

But as they go into this after- 
noon’s Swalcc Cup semi-final 
against Newport at Cardiff, 
things are far from equal. Al- 
ready the core of the Neath 
pack is about to be ripped out 
bv the imminent departure of 
the Llewellyn brothers, Gareth 
to Harlequins and Glyn to 
Wasps. Others will undoubtedly 
follow the money. 


As Neath don’t have any - 
not, at any rate, as much as the 
well-heeled English clubs - it 
seems they are doomed to a 
perennial cycle of ripening raw 
talent so that others can have 
the benefit of a player's full 
maturity. It’s not all bad: at least 
there will be regular killings to 
be made on the new transfer 
market 

Perish the thought, but when 
Neath go out against Newport 
there will be personal value to 
be added as well as a place in 
the final on 4 May against 
Llanelli or Pontypridd, who 
meet in the other semi-final at 
Bridgend. A fortnight ago 
Neath gave Newport a 65-23 
drubbing at The Gnoll which 


owed as much to the four con- 
secutive interception tries with 
which the visitors surrendered 
a substantial lead as to Neath’s 
undoubted creativity. 

Hence today's rematch is 
less of a forgone conclusion than 
it might superficially seem. Tvc 
never played in a game like it," 
Steve Williams, Neath’s out- 
standing No 8, said. “But the 
semi-final will be completely 
different and there is no way 
we'll regard it as a walkover." 

Pontypridd ended years of 
failure against Llanelli when 
Ihev won last season’s semi- 


final, only to proceed to defeat 
by Swansea in the final. This 


season Neath, Pontypridd and 
Cardiff are best-placed in the 


league and it would be a 
cruel stroke if Pontypridd 
yet again finished without a 
trophy. 

“Pontypridd have something 
of a reputation of being the 
‘nearly men’ of Welsh rugby,” 
Rupert Moon. Llanelli’s former 
Wales scrum-half, said. “We 
intend to make sure they still 
have that reputation." 

Moan's unneighbourly pre- 
diction - he lives in Pontypridd 
- is especially pitiless in rdz tion 
to Nigel Bezant the stalwart 
Pontypridd captain who will 
retire at the end of the season 
at the ripe age of 39 and would 
welcome just one trophy to his 
name. No one would be more 
deserving. 


This year’s British Open Judo 
Championship, to be held at 
Birmingham’s National Indoor 
Arena today, will be unique for 
two reasons: it will have the 
most participants ever but all of 
Britain's top players, save 
one, will be missing from the 
competition. 

A total of 538 participants 
have registered for the annual 
event. However, most of 
Britain's leading prospects for 
the Olympics are in Japan for in- 
tensive preparation training. 
Kate Howey, 23, a formcrworld 
silver medallist at under-72 kilo- 
grams, is the only top British 
player competing. Having per- 
formed badly’ in the Dutch Open 
last week, Howey decided she 
needed one more competition 
before the European Cham- 
pionships in May. She will leave 
for Japan tomorrow, to join the 
rest of the national team. 

The British Open is not re- 
garded as an A loumamenL As 
such, it is regarded as relatively 
unimportant for players trying 
to qualify for the Olympics. 
However, it will provide a good 
chance for others in the national 
squad to prove themselves and 
possibly to win honours 
in Britain's most prestigious 
tournament. 

Considering that only 14 
countries have sent players 
(fewer than usual) the high 
number of registered parliri- 
pams suggests that many young 
British hopefuls arc making 
the most of this opportunity. 


HYPERION 

1.45 German Legend 2JL5 Russian Castle 
2-45 Glenugie 3JJ> Knuckfebuster 3A5 Uron V 
4.15 Flash Of Realm 445 Southern Cross 

GOING: Good to Finn. 

■ U*ft-hajvt, undulating course. Easy fences and long run-in on 
chsnc course of TtOnydA. 

■ Cnuivp fc. less lhan I mile SW of town near junction of A6S9 
and AJ 77. Bus service from Stockton railway sttUuUQ miles away) 
nr Durham railway station ( 13 mlfai away). ADMISSION: Pad- 
dock 58 iOARs 54 V. Course SC. CAB PARK: Free 


W7NNEKS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS: Go SlUy 73.43) woo at 
i.'arfadf on MowLfy. 

LONG-DISTANCE RIWNEJtS: Prod Fagglea H.-ft) ha. befit 
"fit '<112 mJlo hy •: Jariewn front Vjadley. Hertford & Worts; My 
5l9ter Lacy fl .4Tij vail 1M miles tv Mis- K WMidiouw from Owrch 
Strewn, Shropshire. 


3 Tcj REG BOYLE MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS E) 
£3000 added 2m 5f 110yds 

1 WHJP0 ABDUL EWR (2S) T WdBcn 9 U 5 OPom 

2 32WK0 BALUMUU CASUE (N) R Fisher 7 11 5 lOfagi 

2 5PF4FO BAWCTWaet f7) E Son 10 II 5 Dftvfer p? 

4 0300 BOMAHBS COUNIKV 137) G M Mom 5 11 5 NBaaBny 

5 2-S0246 IMJCXLEBU5IER(3L9)(BF)RFdKy6115 PNwn 

6 12 MOW (177) W Kemp 7 U5 & MAMd 

7 PB3340 MlrtO ((131) D Lara 7 11 5 ! IBreto 

S S3P0 NEBM00D J0NER(2S)JAHaiB!iilS..— ntibmtSMt 

9 P-45 MCX THE BEL (l5)JIVade 5 11 5 — 'JtJbne 

10 0 RYE RtM (37) J Airstev 5 LI 5 HMmI 

U OSM 5 ^ SPfBtaCtti(4)RTs&6ll5 __„_._ltrCBjto»er{3) 
15 534ffi6 BUX»BNG8I>RWS(7)M»D Thomson 7 11 Oj^toa 
X3 00000 WMSLAW (43) MrsK Larrt>4 10 12 (7) 

^ -13 declared - 

BETT1N8: 7-4 Kmic Ucbw tre, 3-1 Movac, 8-1 Spring Cafl, 10-1 Mu- 
M, 12-lNnedwotJ Mwr. Bowtawk Coontiy, 14-1 Omm** Syrtnt 
Id- 2. otners 
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If Ac I EDEN ARMS SWALLOW HOTEL CONDf- 
l 1 *-— ,J ttONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £3g000 added 3m 3f 110yds 

1 5P-S301 ABBOT L»T (38) (COJiH Jtns)n711 10 Stator 

2 000400 M0NMHJ (5)(0 (BF) MqM Raety 1010 4^CMcCDRnKk 

3 34PU3 SL4U0HT SON (ZB) (BF) R fisher 8 10 3 SRadtog 

4 4240F4 CLASSIC CREST (39) Q Moore 5 102 -THotfS) 

5 2 SBXF taw* loan MOL*n>6 io l ecrea 

6 PP4U0 TRESPASSER f3S) J J OTtoi 7 10 0 ARodM 

7 460300 Mr ssmt LUCY (12) 6 100. CMS Ttott 

a 000000 1HARS15 (481 W Srrdh 11 10 0 SPHriKS) 

-SitoCtowl- 

Mrtmwr 7a IO*. 7ms hawfleflp n«oasser9st 5®. Mi Sis- 

ter Uo 8a- 10®, Rwsts as 3ft. 

BETTMQ; fr4 Abbty Iran 2-1 Stood* Son. 5-1 Cfanlc ban. M Sto- 
re” LBffnd, 9-1 Mornn. 14-1 Tmtpanar, 33-1 attrera 


345 ] Ai BANDAG HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
D) £5^00 added 3m 3f 

1 mm MAiffi RAH (7) ICDj) P EOV U 12 0 . ruy— 

2 152462 UWNV(atDtosMR»eeyl 01112 Cnhi B 

3 24021 G0SU3 (S)(CD)Bttsan 1011 7 (7e4 — MrCBamer ( 3 ) 

4 S0211P OWWSCBeRYSWlHJamsmBlll 

-- - - ... . L. ,,. • ^ 5 fjnMi 

5 353S65 7HEG®NHXXtra(qvThornBMpgiflU 

6 65P55a a«0KPC»ITta)Dl3nto91D4 

—0 (Jedwf- 

aBTH& a-ltan 1 v,94 So Sffly,4-l Grand Screwy, 5-2 Hk* ftfci 
Ifrl Siwafc Putot 16-1 The &*aa ftwl 
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23=] LORDS TAVERNERS NOVICE CHASE 
l=±rJ (CLASS E) £4^00 added 3m 3f 

1 21445P ANDR05SAlE|12)JHJoi n sDn7U9 ASSmOb 

2 SD44U1 RBKypg CS) (Ol) V Ihpwgpi 7 II 9 

3 412332 RUSSIAN CASHED (CD) JV&te 711 9 

a U32132- WSCHETOUSQBtLiawflmRtoflllj 

Hi c , 

5 OFP O0M PBM0 B9) T Wb&m 11 11 2 OW 

6 PfW> JUST FOR UE (37) J ? 112 

r 64S05U ™S0WSER(7)OUirrt>lOU2 

S 565505 WOTWW£12)tosKl^l01P21.^«aSiartm 
-Sdeckared- 

5SSSSS 


4vl5) JEXAM HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
£4300 added 2m UOytte 

; yBK«W «W»tP>J'te*12l38... i— KJnreii.' 

3 513540 ™®R»Bt{lQjejlWNWBaBrt*14110*_Jta«Hto 

5 tS ^^ "^WWWP^ttilOlio^pS 

5 30P500 PRHCEaZA}33)fQ JCUIB91P3 n enJlto 

-B d n dam d - 
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[2 45|WUX HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS D) 
1 - 3°! SAfiOO added 2m If 

1 112420 UII1£ BROMLEY (US) A EuberiH Si 12 Q JJPatarai 

2 UO063 ^TAW«E(12)p){BF)«(ftMRewfcYlPUllJ»|fe2 

3 33jan M (CD) f EflsarteTlli _ H 

4 W331F oaeuoEpitaijpFjGMKsiosmiS^ 

I TO) Dony5Sn«i ? lOstjfcftireKkiea 

5 BHkrRSM0H(atSKenieB^5lO6 i rj^, 

7 RUSK BOW®fSBLU2)FM u naei7loo.._.. I_7SS 
B 3F005-0 PBISHN U0N (308) F VBaon 7 10 0 ...I’.’JTIb IfcnSS 

- 8 declared - 

™ SWMy GW Sstab. Parjan 


44g] B0ARD nwional HuNt Fiir 

1 RACE (CLASS H) £L5S0 added 2m ; j 

1 10 WWSWitmM Bancs 4111 

3 U J g ^» WMWfoM»4UX-^IMr-i 

63 FRB R)G0Le s[22)CJaciEa>4 2oa 

f 0WUrAH0tRJTg n sr41DB — , 

tt o ™wwiEHWJNB»43i)8 oLZt n 

12 0 TSANQA Q3) J HsBtaton 4 lfl fl_. 

14 HMBTMBtFMrtaftlJPS. . -Jrital. 

DrT T -14 declared- 

gaaaaaar ^ 
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National plan to push the numbers up 


Racing 

JOHN COBB 

For those that did not manage 
to find the Grand National 
winner, the bad news is that it 
is likely to be even harder next 
year, with only 27 runners go- 
ing to post and a handicap snip 
becoming the first favourite to 
win the race for 14 years, Sat- 
urday’s race presented the best 
chance for some time for form 
students to see their calculations 
work out. Now, the British 
Horseracing Board and Ain tree 


racecourse, concerned that the 
race attracted the smallest field 
for 36 years, are to discuss 
changes lo revamp the race in 
order to make it more com- 
petitive. 

Of the 27 horses that took 
part, only nine carried their cor- 
rect handicap weight, with the 
rest shouldering lOst even 
though their abilities justified a 
less demanding impost 

Possible changes include en- 
suring that the top weight car- 
ries 12 st rather than the list 71b 
that Young Hustler humped 
round this year, and altering the 


rule which bars entries officially 
rated lower than 120 when the 
weights are published in earfy- 
Februaiy. 

That rating qualification de- 
nied a run in tins year's race to 
eigfit horses, including the sub- 
sequent Eider Chase winner, 
Killeshin. 

The idea behind keeping 
lowly rated horses ont of the 
race is to ensure that the sort 
of moderate horse that disfig- 
ured some previous runnings of 
the race and that were a dan- 
ger to themselves and other 
competitors, are excluded. That 


Punters miss out as Dettori rides solo 


Frankie Dettori had just one 
mount at No ttingham yesterday 
but made it telfwith a victory 
on Weet Ees Girl. Surprisingly 
there was little interest in the fil- 
ly in the betting for the Cin- 


derhill Maiden Stakes and she 
won at the rewarding odds of 
14-1 after opening up at 6-1. 

Punters burned their fingers 
by backing Joint Venture down 
to 4-11 from 4-6. But Weet Ees 


ASCOT 




HYPERION 

1-55 Affiroswafcf 410 Cflfton Set 

Z30 Capenwray (nb) 4*45 Proud Sun 

3J05 InchcajQoch 545 Wade Road 

335 Star Rage 

GOING: Good to Firm. 

■ RJghi-tund mane with testing uphill finish. 

■ Gome is near Jimruon of A52S and A33Q. Rafiway station wfrjtns the course- AO- 
MISSION: Members SIC (Junior Members aged 16-36 jean, half price); Grandstand 
and Paddock SS; Star Ring SB. CAR PARK: Rutting areas number’s 1, 3 & 3 £4, re- 
mainder free. 


■ LEADING TRAINEES WITH BUNNKBS: 91 Pipe - 17wfcmOTlrtrai 79 nmnoagtro 
a success ratio of J 1 JV% and a proOi to aSI level stake of £16412; N IMam-Dariaa - 16 
wtans.OT'iunwn. It&fe, +S1 121; D Nldrobo*- Untaners, 69 nmnoa, 23.7^ -41026; 
0 Sberirood - 14 winners, 63 nmnss, 322%, -S I £.47. 

■ LEADING JOCKEYS: J Osborne -Mwtns, 124 rides. 27.41b. +S47.71; SDnawoodr 
- IDwtas, 117 rides. 162%, -S50.il; A Magelre- 17 wh*. 96 rides. 1 7.7%, 420.7 1 ; 1£ A 
Pltagenld - 14 hum, 85 rides, 16.5%, +S12J59. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DAYS; None. 

LONG-DISTANCE EDKNEHS: Ddw Mantel |i30) hi» been sent 290 mDe» ip J Wade 
from Morion. Co Durbam; Dienma End (3251 has been sent 222 rafles by P Boirrn from 
Ha ra f oriwcs u Dyfed; Taroodant 1325) A WeJbnxn Bag (6-15) lose ben aan 281 nOra 
by R Woodhoose &wn Wetijum. North Tortabire: My Old Orta (126) asst 207 miles by 
Anthony Fo«*r from TUeford, Cornwall; &£> Und (326) am 206 miles fcj Mbs L C SU- 
dull from Cohan, North Yariahire; Royal Segss (220) ft Ran Far Cow (6.15) asm 205 
miles by Mia Netjs Outfield (ram Axmoutb. Devon; Dingle Wood (6.16) sent 189 odes ty 
S Griffiths bun Namguetfig. DyfaL 


■eel CITY MDEX MARKET LEADER’S NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS 
* qo l D) £5000 added 2m 4f Penalty Value £3*91 

IP DEUQmiH)(4G}(BHIGMdfetaaMKBrtBy51lB A Thornton 

0Q1MJ61 MU0RN0VAlU)a*sGClcQNSmBi7116 IRyaa 

ID 2120 im0SWW(USA)(22)<MnANawnKRAMint6U6 RDonaoody 

2 1UP6 fOWIIWBUGE {13) flte 0«Y 7*^ G flaring 8 Jl0 A P McCoy 

NWS AJFABI (Noonan OonO P Hedgor 6 11 0 FNm 

DP PEtlAAfff PETE (40) (Mrs A Bavby) Ms A Badty d 11 0 DCMrtP) 

47-4)00 (35194s E fWaresl N Hartesan 7 11 0 JAAFfcgartl 

PU 0UCA1NG (13) 1C W MOJri0 C MtdKl £ 10 9 G Upton 

1304 UV 0U3 CMNA (13) (Me Gennito M Fatter] 4o0ny ftfiter 7 10 9 IMmH 
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Girl capitalised after Joint Ven- 
ture lost several lengths when 
swerving left at the start 
But at Folkestone odds-oo 
backers profited when Mick 
Fitzgerald won on Sorbiere. 


argument seems rather more 
important than goring that the 
race is a fiveiy medmm for 
bookmakers and punters. 

Amtree’s derk of the comse, 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Bektray Park 
(Hantfton aSQ) 

NB: Royal Saver 
(Ludow 2J.5) 

Charles Barnett, defended the 
rating qualification. “The idea 
of the ratings was to avoid no-, 
bopers running in the race be- 

HYPERION^ 


cause they would probably be 
the sort of horses that wouldn't 
be suited to die course. I would 
rather have 27 good horses 
than 40 tiohopers in the race.” 

Bookmakers William HfTl 
are also looking for changes at 
Aintree after reporting bet- 
ting-shop turnover on Grand 
National day was (town by 2%, 
despite the recent I % cut in.bet- 


“We believe that part of the 
reason for the downturn is the 
continuing influence of the Na- 
tional Lottery, r the firm’s lan 
Spearing said. “While foe small- 

ASCOT 

2J0: CAPENWRAY was a poor 
second to Dying Again in tbe mod 
at Wtacaokn wo weeks ago, bat Jeff 
King’s seven-jear-oW shows his 
true ability oniy on fast ntrand, 
winch be should today. The sev- 
en-year-old can prove too good for. 
deannn Prinecea. 


er field, the earlier start ofthe 
National and the fact that die 
BBC screened only three races 
this year were other contribu- 
tory factors. . --H " 

“It was noticeable that po- 
tentially ooeerf the best bettmg 
races erf the day, the Cordon 
Bleu Handicap Hurdle, was: 
relegated to the dead end <rf the 
meeting instead of receiving 
prime-tune coverage.". 

The same find have tried to 
daw bade some of the money 
they had hoped to see at Ain- 
tree by opeanngbettiDg on Mon- 
day’s Irish Grand National. - 

3JS: Captain Khedive Would be die 
choice if a dear roaad txxdd begaar- 
aiaced, biri his jniapii* his aftm cost 
tris support ci i de ar ly. Peatny Calls 
appreciates a sound surface but 
faces a tough, cask against 1NC35- 
CAJXXOCHvdKxe prowess over the 
stiffSaodown fences lasttime gives 
him in a fine opportunity here. 


Sofibf 


taresatAintree, are 8-l and 10- 
1 chances respectively to gain 
caarpfcnsation at fairyiiouse, 
but the favourite^ at 3-L is.fbe- 
. Charlie Brooks-trained Sony 
Bay, whb had been extremely 
impre s sive at Newbury (he pre-' 
vkmsweefc.He, along with oth- 


8En»ft8-13 IIOMN, 7-2 HriorNara. 5-llMWf. B-lFoatotoeraaga, 15-1 tarik, 20-1 My 
OU CHno. 26-1 Kfctfi Aflafc, SO-1 allien 
199& Sant Keyne 5 11 7 A P MoCoy 6-1 <D L VAamsl 9 ran 
FOHMGUOC 

The step up In distance s a sitfit doubt. but MBTOSWAIQ shoud be **■ suted by the Iasi 
fgomt judged tom the wayne handles Equitiacfc and to toota to hera on eaceReit chance 
of following up las Januaty Folkestone win. He has lance fouid Kingdom Of Shades too good 
<hee and at Ungfidd). but he puled l« lengths dear of the third when beaten half a length 
on the most recent occasion and there was plenty to the about Me Cheftenhem run last 
mortn when lflth of 22 behind moelence. Ftontefcieraiiaa and DeURtt hove wnnirgfaiin 
m Irish bunpeis and over hutfles (n France respeaMy txx hare dsregmnted from a Im- 
Md number of na« m Um comny. ConrSbans w* be vwy drtlerent today than when Ma- 
jor Nova won at Ungieid (2m 71. heavy) last month ana Ms looks a much loutfwr race. 
Worcester bum per winner My OM CNh wM at least have 0Mrd conditions in her tareur. 
Selection: MIROSWAN 

[o I EAKVIEW NEW HOMES NOVtCE CHASE (CLASS (pppfl 
I ClflSDOO added to stakes 3m llOvtlsPBfiat- lgPV-*’] 
ty Value £1X464 

1 0OA2 CAU. 1C CmS9l(13 (Ml Shone) RCnos 10 116 OWN* 

2 4J2PZ2 CAP0MHW (13) (BKftppeO] J FingT 118 6 Upton 

3 MFd. Q9APPUCO (8) (Mn E H Heay Mb E Hean 6 118 D w M M 

4 F4-P620 DBSEHARSHML(15)CMn\V3de>JMri88118 ASSrtft 

5 .5603-2 UERH«BBUD(ll)llaaySusanBnote|laDySuHnaootel2118 IfrQShaMto 

6 3,20103 FOXBOWpa fES&WVftorea) 0 9wvoatl6 11 8 lAMeCMby 

7 42BF46 GO BMIEHC (20) Ws B J IflOfiaro 1 (TSto 7 118 MARhffnH 

8 601362 JUUARA (22) VUct C Efax) J Edaods 7 11 8 A P McCoy 

9 F32U3F LUCKY D0UAR (3CQ (GPDt4c)KBaiar8118 Mtamtan 

10 0PBF42 MMEWM GME (8) (R L Scngel NR Mend 8 11 8 KGaSe 

U 42-6342 ROTAL SEBOS (U) Wo N DwfieMJ M b N O uHeld 9 118 PHolay 

22 1&P2 WHCrS NETT Otary Hceson! ; AntoE BUB SFbv 

13 FF3330 GIBGOM PRMCESS (34) (BF) IPatni l~cGff«y) Mb Marta Jone6 8 11 3 DBynw 

U P3P2-2 SEDGE WARBUR (33} (Mb P IWkivu Ms P R3b0ar S 11 3 PHde 

-H ft d eid - 

BETTWie 7-2 Caparmy. W! JNtera, S-l Gtaofta Prtaeew. M Foabow, 7-1 Qo Mhfe, 1M 
Lucky DaOar, 10- 1 Wn'a Ned. 12-1 Sed|a Warbler. 14-1 Dank« Bed. Hoyal Sap*. 15-1 Uar- 
nme Gale. 33-1 CM Me CMien 
1905: hah Soto 6 11 B M Deter 11-10 ff MapfW 5 «i 
FORM GUIDE 

CO BALLISTIC is not one m whom u> have total confidence, but he stands out on the farm 
of h» ox** and Ascamre second to Hd Of Tuaow ana hts wm to ChaCengr Du Luc m 
me Catncad at Cheltenham. MkK RCgerakl. wno has twice riodwi h*n here, m not be 
Lacking m confidence and can get hm home. Faxbow was taied-off third behind GoUen 
Sannef on ha chasing debut at Newbuy last month, but he md wn a reMce iwrdte here 
l3ml cm faster ground a> November and Oliver Shetwood has fas nmnets at good farm now. 
lucky OoHw cannot he ruled out even thougn he has faded to complete m three of his an 
suits das term. Detae Marstrel seems Bartered by las good mn agarst »ng lucriar at 
NotnrHJum . wnae Sedge Warbler, Whrt Naed and Mei m^t wea be b«Ber pertormeis 
on sorter jyound. Capenwray was beaten a long way aito second place by the useM T*y- 
Ing Again at Wmcanun last Wire but hs chance fact dreappeared when rain softened 
the orxind. This scwsryear-old a a riflerent proposition on test gong and wove haul 
to beat today 
Selection: GO BALLISTIC 

IqTiEI DAHY TELEGRAPH NOVICE CHASE (HANDICAP) [ogfM 
(CLASS O£»U000 added 2m 3fll0ytfs Penal- 
ty Vahie £3A^55 

1 1212RJ CAPSUNHHEDNE B2| (NKirePsitneraro'P NdBls 81110 PM* 

2 J-aMl MCHOUUXKH(B](FJCarenJKiig< U.9(6«J —ROwooAr 

3 24F111 GAWrflOUGH(J8)m(TJWKt^DGan**i7iai3 MIMjer 

J 331617 S0WHMIPRW(12r(Bf)iK^AeolfiBaM«fil08 APMcCcy 

5 Ul 1313 DeSTW CAUS (llfi) LSmon Kanap) N Gjsriee 6 10 7 

6 PSiePO I\1B®GR BAY (USAJ (32) It SlWVFfcbns) N HendeiSOfi 5 ID 4 MARbgnU 

BEIUm M todio*xh.3-l<tet7ta<i, 4-lCwNk Kbadw,»2&adhaa|*w. 7-lDetlfcyttfc, 
12-1 PMar Bay 

1995: Posaes Sanp 8 10 13 M omer 62 (F Mwpl^t 5 «n 

ram guide 

Gorryiough writ have plenty of suppoiters at her bid hr a fbtr-ttnw, hw«® WMBd awy 
good imwespan when winrang a valuable mares' race at Uunwter laM tboo. Erenewna 
stencttgwt math, sne sou looks to be tatty handicapped, but WGHCftlUOCHg a Mugiff 
opponent man she has faced so tar and the laser ts preferred on hts cunent farm. J an 
King's seven-year-old was rather disappoating after beating CertattW St rong a la ign at 

Kempton m November, when Desdny Cafta |22B betrer off} was bealBn 21 MngBa inma 

However, iicn c adloct i ran a blinder id be fDutnioVenuna Canyon in the Art* and awvred 
tt was riofltriauhert scoring ay a disanoe over mktrp at Sandownb aiwe K ft is true 
that ciiujm5tanc8sco«pMd « Ik (wour but nrne, *mh l»s marital rwaB. rataMyme mo^ 
Harwell Lad. porformmg bakw par, but Inchcadoch K am worth the ti me aider a Ba 

penalty. CmtataKheJire has the bejtmgof my seleaton on Sandownwungoaiai nGer- 

tanlv Strongm Pecemoer nut, whereas fechcaloch was below M QQ» than, maw» same- 
thire of o Pd* ** Captaat Miertve. who has twice faded w complete Mi ce. H eja s a oea 
rf at^y but untl r» shows more Ouancy a r* tenoes. fB remans a rHor prooortan wKhren»- 
ton tus run soma good races of uie but may not be good enoujji in tt» ®OO0. 

(Bfflnit to know wfiat to make of Plunder Bay, out of Sim oier futftu and RUfMg Ms 
chaw* «buL 
Selection; INCHCAEiJPCH 


Pg-Qgl CITY WPEXSPREAPBEnWQHAfBttftP HURDLE Mag 
1 01,00 1 (CLASS C)£7^00 added 2m HDyris Penalty Vk^ BBgg 
ue £5,152 

1 5DV2-FP TM0UMNT(11) 16 AFsmdoc] RWExxfnaeB 1110 M Dwyer 

2 MPIBO WaUBBCpa>Wn'SPa«)PawBi8111D.. .. APMcCcy 

3 234113 SnRRMEWm0R)UOaedJMI]JLHans6111O RDeawaody 

4 030161 FUMS KSTHJCKM CU)(Df gAdyLjeO PtYsbbvS ttl — RB*wy 

5 216140 HDSTBOUALfHB nOteuMpsBn(MI%eBlOU llrewr 

B 541-039 EUVEZC19)TOtGWMM MsN MreoJayfi ID 7 IJotaaoeP) 

7 1-00602 HHHMN)(RQ(imcS)UEMta«MreL9ddal7106 ATboraOw 

8 52D9S HORTS *0004(16) (BO) mnsJMMuaiW Ilur5 102 lAHcCardw 

ok. AD- 9 020031 MBW(iaM)(2Q(I9(7to£IVMrMreDWMEbndcigb7102 P IMM a Wte 

.nriiWfM ID 32*124 BLMOY13KH(113P»y Roberts JCTSheeB 100 IMa(3| 

3 14, re- -IfldaMnd- 

GEHMO: 54 Star Ra#w 5-1 HytagtatroetBr, M MM Ma, M Dreeew Bad. M Mari Equal, 
in M8>T* It Bata. Ift-lHfr Med, 15-1 Narftahy. 20-1 Mret, 25-1 Tlwrtt 
1S9S Nslw 10 11 10 D Mperer 10-11 IS Dow) * an 
FONGUDG 

»«<>(»« STARHAOEBbeingkoptalmostasOusy owsr hiadlesaBhewasonihe Ret, th»bek*h)t 
«Mh rw>t AO daft, but he hai shown hoar w — fie hoidt Ms torn idle Anded msup- 
ptamant Ms wtnhCheltenhanr*co(*iijfHuR9B. The rtL-yeerokl goes often 8Bi hftfrer merit 
k ' than at the Eesdvri, but he holds Dreems BM, H|0i Mted and MoetEqeal on that tom 

was beaffin Jim b»o lengihs m that) of 17 to Stompln tt Wraree on Sanirday Off v>- 

de/s marii IRgb Mtad adwmaed the Cotrty torn) when OrtsMng second to ShoriaafU* 
17I;MA a neat dme.wMe Moat Eqeel, who LreeatBdetChelterhren, can do betw beck off 
he correct marik FYyfc* hatractor Is a Ra|y denoar having oome back wel &om a break 
since December to score by 10 lengdn Dom Otal-Yo {winner rince) In a Uuoaeser notice 
7 J Wade hurtflerecanty. He goes eel on a last surface end Is fteaher the n meat. Thais rmch tougher 
wen from than the HMqpkn laHea' race that Weetreby won last time and aMo the Foniwea race 
231 reOes r which HmVe R Gobi was thud to Sophie May. Ruhee wf I approbate imderioot corv*- 
r ttdkshy dons and my have benefited ftom h« rM a u ih o m nm bahbid ftil Du Non). 

■ Lead- Selection: STAR RAGE 
asm 205 

>aae>tv IXlTkl ALPINE MEADOW HANDICAP HURDLE (CLASS C) £TflOO 
L_l~ZlJ added 3m PMalty Value £5y425 

1 921664 neEBUCK (147) Oady Sarah (Xnr) lady Herhs 10 1110 EkMpby 

C] flC S 2 3365© GVRMSETC15)MiaramFBnnal)Cllan5114 R P i i mV 

3 4018V- W M tfl BMXPtBSqpTBhmliteTqanriBnttrThcnOT 

AMreetaa 4 112Q3P RU*B»Y FETE (USA) (22) jpanofenafe^ M F^e 8 U 3 J Bikfratm 

— IRyae 5 2PIFT0 GOMG/WOWO(la)(PwSe>P8rtneish*| KBsfey8U0 AUmaSae 

Dsmroody 6 33144*2 l«imP0nr(2qfcqM*CftMaEIVpa}DMciialBn71012_JIJDbBiniP) 

A P McCoy 7 33-1210 S IBWIMBW(2a)CT»*tSMeta?Ml» Wi«JdiWto a r ei011 REM* 

_J*Mwn 8 063106 R0fiJf4AIME(26) (Clfl flPKWwrt* PaAfeafll 7 108-__— — — PM* 

l«M*n 9 523134 mBMB(12}(SPTsshQSIMv5105 RIM 

Ftdrtd 10 42322* SffiB. MOSS C>8) (T*V fio*»C Bared 7 100 A P McCoy 

—.GUpfen 11 FTVU63 ROHM. TVS POM (AM 01*9*11 AJKfcn9100 DIM? 

Mima (3) 12 1-00056 !®ALOB£M(ia)0))|RarS(Ko^P«tfi0ra81OO RMam 

-12*dmd- 

*,20-1 Mr MWrman weWrc KM. 7roe hamficap m&cs: Sed Most 9st 10b, Royal f^aar are fflb. Ureal 
' OtsBau 9s t n. 

BBTIS& 7-2 Nawtan Point. 5-1 OBtoa Set, 11-2 S*on« North, 6-1 Hnoawa^ Pete, 7-1 Hat**, 8- 
1 IMtaaMaa, 12-1 Hayel Tfeer. Gl aal Mo ra , 14-1 GcfegAwaM. 156. a*ree 
lfl»: Ajqakwaan S 11 8 C UeMyn 6-1 (C Mam) 10 on 
y the fast FORM GUBE 

re chance . HARDMQ has had to mate much of his own unrig *i two novlca humes *we winning 
> too good at Nawtwiy last month, artch has left Mm there to be Max at, reduupi R has to be cald 


that he was n from a ka* «rey when whrtng. Hawing put up a {pod p erfor m ance to be 
second to Landed Oen&y In a oarxfOonetfharxJeBpowrnw and a half mfa* here 
ruaiy. when ha came ihjm off the paoa. Thts does not look as thoitfi k la 0** » tato 
much winning and. with the come sue to sut, he can mehe tha retun to handcaps a 
wtnrfng one. ftareray rate, piBad up bahtod Qeat Easeby at Chatterham, 0NS off the 
sama marie as «4ren tt*d to Traeitfat in a valuable Sandonn race. He wM retoh imderioot 
conditions and raas the mare dretpr. Newton rant efco poao a threat Mowing l* ttrae- 
qu a nar-tengdi second id Lew Vocatat at SandOMn last month on Ms tM net alnca No- 
vember. Roy* Piper and Rretaa Mm. flrth and atadh reapadNMy. am held. CBtan Set 
gtes wall on the Bound and is Ifito lower than when IMh to the renart Saehn Catfi «*r 
course and distance m February. Storm North, In imd-cMston behind Urubenda at Chai- 
tenham, scored over course and dstanoe in Janurey but Is 9K> Mtftar haw* beaten Chop- 
wel Curtains a neck. 

SetocOOK HARDma 

fXZEl MAHONUV HUNTERS CHASE (CLASS H) £AfiOO added 2m 
LZZri 3f 110yds Penalty Mua £2^79 

1 U/30BP- AMAH HM (336) (M WM-lhoiTBS J WM 12 12 8 HrC1MdllMM(7) 

2 4/m-RU ARGOUGNnyC2q«MBIC*dan)MBSCOlxtoiB12a *»lJMd(7] 

3 F111-F4 m0UD9H(2qtS»relSM]Sne8128 Mr 1 * Sl*l (7) 

4 Wifi- 8AH 5M (USA) (347) IMa J raUavVf^Q P Derrev 10 12 4 UrCMgcrafS 

5 063510 TJPP1IB TM P2] n dfts J Mt*4d] N TnWjvOwes U 12 4 IbCBaamrp] 

6 843345 TRUST SC GYPSY (29) (U)(ktaB W)eBam} JMbaae 14 12 4 IftPHmtayW 

7 34393P FOUR MVBB (13) IMb A MM wre) Ms L Hearer 11120 IbR MbarC7) 

8 im/43 1*075 BOY W) |RH TWO R tort 11 120 lbP1Mi(7) 

9 423263 SOCttLCUK3t(S)8.BKn*KriSGAmonl2120 I* L Lay (7) 

10 6QU-12F A TRWDT onZHf flteJ A Thomson) IAsC Hrtl 71113 MR Me* (7] 

-Mdssrasd* 

BEHM& 94 toed SB* 3-1 It^nw, S-l Paco's 8c9,7-l»8a«*dy, 1-1 Aminat A WWy 
CRbaa, 14-1 M W*. 1B>1 That The Oypto, 20-1 atkan 
199K Syndatanugi Ud 9 12 3 Mr M Eaton 136 (S »o) 10 an 
FORM GUK 

PROUD SUN, a taOer at Hampton on his raappareanM. cid not Jump wsR at Cheftonham 
last time, so it was a good effort tor him to finish fourth to Se&nt lad. beaten just 13 
lenghs although no match for me flm two. Die e®t-yeer-oW made iv Into a smart huntar- 
ehaaw taa season, artwing Ms last four c ompeted starts. Even over a trip abate# his beat, 
he should prove too 9*)d for these rivals. Mr GoRgMy Is anotheno have done wed last 
saason, mnntng aR three of Ms races. Ha has yet to compleee this lawn but wortd be the 
OMy main datger to Proud Sun d he does today. Upping TbsEa Doncaster win from WHow 
vatarans Space tor and AJ Hssftmi was mar today's trip and ha haa the eound bi Ms tavoir. 
Ha should mate the Dame. Fow IB ve r a dteappotreed on MaVtoicanton return. Awed Wag 
lacks a recent n»i and ttwst Tbe Qypay 6 a lA-ysardM now. so bast of lha others Mtould 
be A Windy Ctttoan, aucoesaw st Leioastar (2m 4f) last morth. 

SetoctkiK PROUD SUN 

[c^ncl LftYTREE STANDARD NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
H) £2^500 added 2m UOyils Penalty Vabie £2^29 

1 ABOVE TOE CUUD5 (A Gtoaaal) A Move 5 11 6 II Brtchrtar (7) 

2 mSKBUCK<PeMrliAPHai»S116 iASrttatv 

3 0 CU9SttiSra(48)fCtosacBlocdsbrt»toRQwreen5UB FMeGbr(7) 

4 0 CORREIDOR(39)ftbsJRMdnsBn)RBudder5116 M-CBeeasrA 

5 MB.tRKrMsSMnnCNrtaijKBBjay5116 * H rmjTma 

6 0 awaEWOOO (83) {SSG(*»aSO«B6 US -Atortar 

7 RSBLWItoOwMFMNBampBUS rtAiSrillD 

8 NOT FOR TIRMNG(ChariaFEngebOSlKr»aod 5118 Dftwas(7) 

9 S SrW0NaFWACWgS](M» ftW* to »rt a)jaft*d5U6 L A** IS) 

10 00 WMTP0«y(7%(MbsBWP*nBriDW«aTO6U6 MOarte 

U 3*3 OCPROMS{48)|MsjMortONTweBDGMsSUe DWM*<5) 

12 TUNBSTHI (ESAWVffcbre) N HerdoncnS U8 TBagtBr(7) 

13 tMADEROADaaaCbai9es)UBHito0K5iiG JRJCrtftrB 

14 WUER5 DREM4 (Mb Bane Bare4 H Ifendencn 6 11 S ptore(7) 

15 00 arPSTBUESCBFSreJVtWOrBrt l*51V*msaiB113 MaJ—torea 

16 HOCANiai.{AfetHBaoQ)ad5Ul DO0Kh(7] 

17 00 IUSatAUm(MnTDPra*rtltoTMa«Dn5111 GBogreiS 

18 SaBUBAWCftAaSm Gay)C WMdmSUl BFwrtwpi 

19 0 ANOTIBCOam(Z5)(toGUp(rieaiFHDb(s41ia It Mams m 

2D 0 SAMMU£IAD(72)QiiaDTtn9aOMaDTti*ras4liO Bfcrtt(B) 

21 6 WAUHTS OESHNY (33) (C W M**eg C SBcfiei 4 11 0 ScpMa Whrtal (8) 

22 03 EBBMWBOrRRSB^RWbqgnmiUO 

23 PflHUtoroSS/nfroy^eetnanlCEMrionAllO-n.-.M-^. msAaaaaffl 

24 0 RMFRGnBtR9)0AsliwyiDuliei4MrtPDUlMll4109. Mchasl Nart(7) 

— 24 — 

ffiTONfe 7-1 Not to Tlantog, 8-1 firaof PrtadR, RsOaTs Dreres. Mlba tores, Itoda Road, 
liMOaaf Quay. Hscredag. I2i TnagHsa.Rfa lha lota, 14-1 8t*arart,M«ltRbare. 

1995: Domngun 5 11 8 * J Outon 66 (0 Shenrafl 7 rei 
FORM MODE 

Strang Marta looks Btaly co improve on a Sandonn fifth to Marching MsrtMs and Is (he 
pick of those to hme run. However, the chances era that there C a decant newcomer In 
the Md and WM 1HETDSS, an trtofs DeAfftt tocryaar-oid wRh Rlchatd Johnson boohed, 
attacto. OBver Sherwood wen the race MR year and Ms Not rar ‘haalng Is d be feared, 
•hda Btade Haad, reprasenflng HeretaBs Kreffft Aid w«i An Q&By up, and Grew Baeft 
are others to note. 

Selection: WW THE TOSS 



tUHKEMBD TOST UMB Ores* Baaaala g^6), BarifttMte 
(viaored, EDO). 

VINNBB9 114 THE Irt8T SEVEN QAX8: (246) woo at Edfeborgb 
onMomhy- 

UMHBTAIICR KTNNER8: Fare to (166) tare been aa* 899 
miles tapWGMTtBDs horn Ccrcw Denham, Saamet; Epaalatt* 
(266) ft Cl a ia m aa (4 JO) asnt 370 afire by M Chaonon front TJp- 

p— r jtesp. Wgr * »tiii » 

roocl SOUTH LAHARKSHWE CLAMNG STAKES 
c—l (CLASS F) £3,450 raktod lm If 36yds 

1 Q44Z310- HfEMLniRUUS (207) Ms M Rnaley 4 10 0 JCDWayS 

2 300000 CASH. EOS8aOCU)R Harts 6 IDO Altodagre 

3 50501- FMMCU7}SKbOSHI 4813 I Stock ^4 

4 265000 RAG RM (295) MMmfc 5911 VStottoylS 

5 054000 TAL90H) TIB (13) (CD) P Hasten 7 9 10 IFD*m5 

6 114606 FTHDOPTWON (20|(C) (0) M JdsalDn699 .JtoaawrS 

7 343000 IBaiRW5MAdK(7)MDsdl496 J Can* 12 

8 00100- JARm00r(M5|DWreS96 IQ*w7 

9 000590- 10FimEAFaMr(miJ07l*495_lD(Mmwl 

10 046413- FUMYEnE(Z52)FMi*rtRh6813 FTesm y(S|10 

11 004000 »DB«frMDM0te4BiajaRmlh*Mtn3l 

12 04) AU.M GOOD EME (10) C Demon 3 8 8 -Darn McMaaes 5 

13 460000- B8oaAMMAH(lB3)JHrthne381 LOtamock2 

-ladrehnd- 

BEIlMtoU Utotod lb« 7-2 toa*%a to**. M H**0fVI*», 74 
IWh,MraaU toMsta, Rmny Raa% iUto Fton A PsM, IMfltoM 

foKl RUTHER6LEN AUCTION MADBi STAKES 
(CLASS E) £4^00 added 2Y0 fWft* 5f 

1 EPADUETTE M Crwrai 8 11 ______ — — KDariayl 

2 6 FACEIT(9)WGMUroar8 11 JSp*a2 

3 MlBBERLMWEsstobyBU OrtaOtonaA 

4 NMnSKULiasnySU I0 m*3 

5 IKZBAMDMAttBU DwI Mai pH 

-5dscM> 

BETIMR: IK tomtotto, M. Northern tod. 5-1 M B* OM, 1M Fme 
R.M1RM 

loonl HAftttJDN HANDICAP (CLASS F) £3£00 
L=rJ added 3Y0ef 

1 4064-1 BanwrnM(m<DJM«A*C100(7a4 JQataS 

2 05SQ04) PEAflLSOFTHOUGHrn Jhrthns96 AllartayB 

3 014500- GORETSN (173) (D) NTWSw9 5 XIMayl 


tZflOO added 3VO lm 65yde 

1 4004)00 OASaCVBJOm , CM)RRtore92 

2 2&3U2 DRABaU0rOTJWPtona97 

3 066000 M —n OKW M Ob*BU^ -^. 

4 . 04346- WANRN MRCSt (158) J fiGOy S 11 

5 405405 ■mtffiiffwran ■ e 

6 23440 CfSmiNO (9) GP)M&aman86 

7 HESAWNarawtomse 

-7iKted” 

BM IMChre* « Dt^sHey, T4IMn Dm 
9s, M SbV» A RteM, 15-1 BrmK ChrefcMrttqr 


\A Qhl EAST KURDE HANDICAP (CLASS D) 
£5^00 added lm 3f 

1 60020- DONTRaaETCtfOB P70) G MMoort 4 9 UUR»to«*8 

2 002560- UffDB(Wria»{Bl)|C)MBMHBreto696-J(D**y2 

3 224651 IMIV0L{13| WBaty496 AKremdr3 

4 000004 MWAL (8) LllMlQRSM i KM»4 

5 3-22230 CMDGtma(ia)(BF) J L^ra59 1 SlJppfce 

6 31364 CWCUWa(12)RHantt38l3 AMBdmr7 

7 50000-2 nEwr»rai£<9<i9/JONea57i0_j>tosar(B}2 

B 6005QG- IMF0ll0lin(3B7)mONatoi971O IQrtreS 

AMtm7MlOfc7tomt0teStaitaSfe7tt8AA9pUifcwrflgtl2fe 
BSBfito 3-1 M^vl, 7-2 Aebal Ifaalw, 41 Staadbwt Bta, 5-1 Crider 
tog, Crtfhnwt Mi, 5-1 Dart F w g s t Cmt fa, 10-lotosra 

I'E Aril CAMBUSLANQ HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3000 added lm 4f 

1 311405- iWLH R IL glB) (CD) AteM totey4 9 10 _J(D*ay5 

2 313435 U DI —. HM T caiWBHsta»699 ARa rto pE) 

3 004004 ICC»KRKaqC1hon*in49fi DareMcMomA 

4 04SM0- BH)rMSr(lll)(m3M»n*7Sl IFstraeT 

5 064306 FMACEOF«OU>nLlu«iBBO IRnrtR8 

5 103065 EJCCUBWl p5) (CD|J Hsheran? 8 13 KtodeaU 

7 310334 THOI W O Ill E 5 0 UE (7)MJohraton3812 IRhasv2 

8 003330 PIUBrM<nwrav489 RRreaa«13 

9 343100- UMD AM0CHEC1B1) IQ W D ftalm888- IQrteS 

10 561390- DOCRIRSHBraBYPBOmMsJ J0ldwilO82 

— : : — )a i toa n a m (7) 3 

UOOIXyDO- SHABMOOR (2BB) Ma L9dW 481 LCtemackf 

12 000800- HW JR RANTS (153) J JON* 3 7 10 FNretaal 

13 060954 « H MIIi ailE R A a O N(OC)J ftMB571D-PfbsareH12 

AMrem eelfic 7M 10ft. ritre flandbre W0IC ttfMAn Mfv» AT A. 
MnCsUrsdon6»12ftL 

BETtMto 3-1 Barthtoto, 4-1 Theortwre E*toto,84Pertrtrt,10-lBr- 
retotot, Me aaastea, EroMw, Camto Hgtae. lM edm* 


C/V'V^.-r'i: s ' ^!T>; 


HYPERION 

2JL5 Faustino ZA5 LAKE OF LOUtttREA (nap) 
3b20 Conti D'Estrava) 3L50 Nodfforms kiforno 
420 Crftninal Record 4S5 Oaldands Word 5 l2S 
Zattioon 

GOING: Good to Firm. 

■ Htfftftmd course. Chase comae baa aharper bmd* than 
dies coarse. 

■ Come Is NW of town off A49. Ladtoer nBwsp aenfcai (Here- 
ford • Sbteaabuty fine) 2m. ADMISSION: Qub £14 (eecompw- 
Med underlies bee):7tem*s£9; Courae C&GAEPAKK Fhee. 


WINNBBS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: Nona. 
LOMHMBtUKX RDNNEBSe Lawbrn (4J0) few be« sent 167 
mOea by J Pearce from Newmarket, Sdfrtk; Star OT Dsvld (2.46) 
amt 167 toOes by Mai A Eaebbicos Emm Naanuta, Suffolk. 


8URMART0N NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS E} 
L=±ri £3,000 added 2m 

1 RANCMUMDPRfthKlTll* . . AtMy 

2 4R1422 CtJUtTHAPPM WSMrtor 4H4 ChditMrtn 

3 300500 H. COBDOBES (2^ W Jarte 5 11 4 7Ms 

4 5016 RKBIMD(13) PR PHcbM4114 GTatei y(2) 

5 2S3-2P J0SAWSRSNMCURRLes5U4 ****& 

6 04X24 AdfALSBm (76) T Rwto & 11 4 SRNW 

7 001000 SU5fSUML(33H0fcer7U4 Me&Otm 

8 23* ihBsoBioezncretJMteneuA rim m 

0 RFC WAUarSLAOC»)BPrec8 5114 tojlpw 

10 35P080 BirrtjOVeQr(raOOTM61D13 IRffawreto 

U 0 HVOOIWI (32) II SheppwB 5 10 13 8 tore* 

12 ai-3 Rotfwo*eep^u/Mur5ioi3 smcmm 

13 F 9QUENJNQ JEAitECtaUM today 7 1013 -CByLavtoP) 

14 0000- UCLAfirl£nypT9)E0*Bri)n81013_____Taay 

16 252 CTaUSTTECaEArp^ (If) KBalrel 10 12 — Btoartp 

15 L’GBUSE BB1£ S ftawrxf 4 10 7 SCatwffl 

Rma;74Ctotllp,M top 4a % IMw,Utort*»M 
ulMiaimlrtB ail'Mtoftli.ttltodlaMa, lAtrstt— 


r77e] SHROPSHIRE STAR NOVICE CHASE 
L=_™] (CLASS E) £5j000 added 2m 

1 1-12123 «OUBiMAaHraO(108)aBf)EJMnlOU10Jladdw 

2 213F25 UBE OF LUUBHBEA (12^(06 May SUIO—Q toaffay 

3 26-1641 MUBMWAtraO»owood7UlD BPm* 

4 103RF BARnNSANIKlia S8qMhM 7113 TSqr 

5 5062F6 ERBMUROON(148)PHDdb«9U3 Stored 

6 6IP0PP3 0UMlDUCRnMMaJSttbaBia7113jlriMra 

7 SS-IOPO nare£D«NFepa)BCwi«lda91X3 rarylpso* 

8 13305P SnROFO«AD(2qMttAEartHcos8U3 RQaaat 

-SdMMd- 

BBlWto 7-4Msrtaa DM— .AlOrtdt Merabs, A-UrtaMUraraft 
12-1 oarer Doetalt, 14-1 EreatoM Stoon, 18-1 aOwre 

1-9 onl BUNDY HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS D) 
1±=”J SBfiOO added 2m 4f 

1 3411-4? P0KrffO5SBI 035 D Burial B 11 ID DJBmM 

2 F13Q2 UUBYreUMD PXJP V) PMhdhTU10-raylsalK(3] 

3 1-GR2EL BOSTON IWBI MW WO Bwidfl UlllO Jtto^m 

4 316m CONnCTESTMIMLW 0O)G Bating 6 Ultra) JC8M*d 

5 PF-P530 M4NVWS1ERr{U7)n?HobbslDl012-_eito*s 

6 U3UN6- lERUCHHK)N{497)lissHIUgtl0100_-GFiQnnW 

7 464P31 MHE3XPBK2W OOTfcilO 100 BBagreW 

-Tdsdreed- 

MMimp Mttfr 10*. Tnjeb'tvwt&*Ls*sim,MtoM#3illSb. 
BDlMG24.BMaalto*sr l MUa]fVtaiA74GBtdiirB*HA7-llWB' 
tjaywrea, 10-1 Ktoa Of Myatary, 15-1 KaMa** ieter, 2SV1 La Buteron 




HURDLE (CLASS E) £3^00 2m 5f 110yds 

1 m TBSOUWE0O)KEWey5111O GHsare 

2 CKH>51P KM0KCUW(13)MI%e7118 .OBwnre*(B) 

3 133000 HBCH BUCK (13) NTv4m»4MBS 6117 MRaMay (UQ 

4 05S40 WlllW K (lRC*plJWtocn6116 Dtohre 

5 64P400 MZ2S (46) BP*ng9116 Alamaeh 

6 BW RBCIEIACHAttE(14DMMsDn4115 JHmayA 

7 U500D4) MUSraMH0ftCf6U4 SM*ot>(3} 

8 05322 BMSMMHNmm(BRMsHffciat5U2~SCrtaa 

9 0QNIP4) IBOiOIBWi B RraN OPa Pmta 7 11 1 — Gtonasy W 

10 0304 BRA59C LMT PB9 J M Bodey 6 ID 7 lalart 

11 QPO BEAU QUEST (2^ 0 9 10 6 TOareoarte 

12 QOOO SOUND FOSECASTm MS JohreonBEHJ-WftaRrerP) 

13 3PCBP0 DMa0MBr(U)FJndm61D0 SHgdae(7) 

14 6PP HastolcmflOr{32)PRKMm81O0_-JIMrti(7) 

-14 duteal- 

WdncmHeimae True tier***! m&ts: Sixnl Rxkxi 5BC at). Drug- 
onara 9a 2% Atribae Maboy torl3b 
BBIiraM1kpBtoM«daa«CkBL UNRttowrte, 7anstoa 
Da U CM, H toreate*. 103. Mbrma hrtins, l»4 etbws 

SMlOPSWe STAR SHJJfQ HANDICAP 


HURDLE (CLASS 05 £2^00 2m 

1 13FO JtRCMIV iaBOyiMDMCBnsd8.il 12 — WIMtse 

2 445233 KAUMipiQ (CO) ACanl 1111 11 CbdaWUrtW 

3 023290 T0Nirs«rar(34)jl|ftad%6116 0qrlrtrt4(3) 

* 21-06PO BAM)MWMMBaacbijgr9114 Stomsyn 

6 02QS03 EMRBMHAfllCfB5)p)BBarrer8113 HrEMre 

6 050P10 qtBt5COW mA CTO B g3)TOCtoMni61l3 

I Pnresnftn [1) 

7 8000*5 JAWSWWCMJJTurtBlll SIMM 

8 OOR «ATS DEM Oft BB*r«5U0 C Marti 

9 030PM SAFE SECRET tUQ RBREmtan 5 110 Ltaq 

10 POLOPO CUOaClMSitUIBIH Atonas 5 110 -ADoartRIT) 

11 mXXK) KBALRAMBI(2g|lBaat6U.O StHyww 

12 80MOP BMMB8BM0UR(Sft(cqwJsrts92O13 

HrRBat8D(7) 

13 060P60 «n8UMUJOhMTMo>reil01012 OHopnro 

14 300105 C M raM.«EC06pp«9WTBart»61DUJR P iiii » 

15 P200M UtMBSONMmJPsSKSBlOll — Ijdajft 

IS 0*900- Wm*OtOQ3)OBt*iM51011-_. — —OJBbCEfHf 

17 04XJP3U MUDHMU (3S)RBrtar61010 Store* 

18 20643 BEOHBE INC dUFJortB 8 ID 9 llirttar 

19 FOOD RKIT BOSS (S3) KTWASi-DaiM 4 10 8 CUweftB 

20 30D40 LMWfOO(U) CD) 00*^5104 .WMctobod 

-30 d n l— i- 

BETIVM: 5-1 IreirtMB, U MM 84 Criart* Racort, Gaotgs ires, 
lMtoro^btot ra toty rt — .Ooe u e rontrartw , 32-lettoas 

raTecl CHASE MEREDiTH MBNORML HUNTS* 
CHASE (CLASS H) £%500 added 3m 

1 8*2-2 OAMKMRBM WLBadat31]25 JMDJJmssGI 

2 1426-2 KNOOB8l5IRIp4)CCS)SJSirtdtl3125-ltoT%nwR 


3 POOraL 0MUW8«nflDMERhbder7125 MrJMrtd) 

4 653BE6 MflHTaB«f7|P)‘toSJtfreai9126 Jb«totn*»(7) 

5 Qpenm RAU8MA(J4)||HB8120 RttoM|I) 

6 IF MDEKriiUPB)MBAmEB6120 MrSSHtes 

7 WEST QUATT Law 10 120 HrJCMPMam 

8 OUF moiHBLH) FMa0hM6119 Mr 0 SbertMfc (7) 

-88KM- 

HEnwa 7-4 orea wi rt Wo rt , 7-ateacteMtoi.( reTt. l a real , 8-1 Waal 
Quay. 6-1 testy Bridge, 10-1 WMcbK Lad, Z5CL others 

Ic ocl BOYNE lAMUT WBWOH1AL HANDICAP 
HURDLE (OASSD) £4^500 2m SfUOyds 

1 544202 aBO0ffMDtodabai5111O .. .. .WMrestre 

2 43-1501 OAMZ»BUWD{34J(CO)W)erta6il6, Tiarts 

3 252441 JOWL MIN (2$ R OSUtoat 7 11 4 DDSMtoan 

4 03UU1 BUERKVBI(2U)PHobbs5112 GTonaayfS 

5 223362- IMWg TOW BC 8) HTreMhOato 6 10 11 -CU»aa9ffi 
5 040055 DHHNBBBM(U)(emteSMnanB107JBM*ia 

-8reeM- 

mmt M&dMn,MIIbndgUHA44BtaBltona UMdlhv 
M Mretor toby, 2M Osntog Briftti 


RACING RESULTS 


FOLKESTONE 

22K 1. CKCUS COURJRS (6 9 McCoy) 
7-2) 2, Monks Soham 9-4 (k 3. Who An 

I 7-1. to ran. 3i h, l«ft. (J JertHne, Hoys- 
tbtt). Tote: £420; £110. £120. £330. OR 
£8.60. CSF: £11-68. Trio; £8.70. 

2j 4& 1. BUOOMO UD (B ftnttrt 4-1 
tart 2. EqutyW DreBng 10-U 3. IMbOTJada 
11-2. 12raL 7.3. © asset. ftoewoMd^. 
TotK £4.40; £180. £3.00, EL 70. DF; 
£23-10. CSR £43.75. Trtcasc £210.11. Trio: 
£17 A. 

3J0:3.VIGOCMto(rPHtrtQ) 7-1; 2. The 
Mtae Captrtn 14-1; & Raw En Rote 51 

II tare 3-1 tar Ask The Governor (6(h)- "ft, 
sht-hd. fR AJner. Bfenrfcrt Forum). Tote 
£7.00; £1.60. £7.70. £3-1 0. DR £39.60. 
CSR £3227. Tocest: £74427. itor £15920. 

3j«: 3. ROSGOL ID Bme) 20-1; 2. Mt» 
tabt 8-V 3. He wtnome Qtoo 5*2. 6 ran. 
9-4 tar Simply (6th). Yc. 5. (Mrs M Jones. 
Lambmm). Ibte £2410; £550. £1^0. DF: 
£27-10. CSF: £133.14. 


4J0: 1. SORBETS (M AFtaanlg) 8-13 
tav; 2. Boeee 3-1; X Jha Borte 11-L 5 ran. 
lift, dbt (N Hendemm, inmooum). Date 
£1.50; £140, £L5a DR £810. CSR 
C2m 

440: LS* DNflE DO’Sdhert S-ti 
TMh King 3-1 b tart 3. Rayal Rrtar 8-L 7 
ran. 3-ljt tav racing Crop CSthl. 4, IV*. 0 
Rowe. SUntaSDfd- Tote £540; £2J30. 
£250. DR SjSIO. CSR £2150. 
Ptopot: £131330. Quretaot £BB2JXL 
Place ft £1240.49. Ptoce ft £777.01 

NOTTINGHAM 

240: 1 ESPQffO «Q tortreo 7-1 2. 
SeHeta Bay 14-1 3, IMdmre Brandy 8- 
1 15 rare. 4-1 tre Esirtno Wss. VV2V5. (J 
Pastes. MramertetJ. 7flte £820; £3.10, 
£280. £160. Duel Forecast: £8100. Com- 
auter Sbtort* Forecast £98^*5- Trtcasc 
£756-22. TrtK £227.70. 

2^0: 1WBTSS OKI (L Dettori 14- 
1- 2. Narvraa Ran 4-1; a. Halewa lfrl 8 
m 4-11 lav Joint Venture (4tf0. Vz, 3V*. 


IP DEWB. WMSlwocO. Tote £10.50; 
£190, £150. OR £23-00. CSR £59^3. 

100: 1 SFUCME (Ml*) 3-1 2. Inoaa 
ft 5-2 tart 3. fttrti ftyraphnny 3-110 rare 
Va, nk. (W Hams, Newmarket). Totec 
£340; £130, £L20. h 30. DRfSaaCSft 
£10.49. Tite £630. Ms Governors Dream, 
Watch The FsO. 

3L30e 1 1VMSM (rSpM 14-1 2. ran 
Dearie 7-1 3. Igrtit I Ire mi any 12-1; 4. 
P ie * ftotits 9-12 ran. 7-2 tav Keaegrta. 
Sht-hd. V*. CB patng. Ooworidge). Totec 
£17.80; £8.00, £2-20. £19a £2JXJ. DR 
£14630. CSR £12310. Tncasc £118116. 
Trice £1547 4a Afteraa c w attFr x M ypfaD- 
Ings ir*tBrod- 

4JI0: 1 MOM BAROQUE 0 RsW) 7-1; 2. 
terns £5 tav; ft HseyMMl 7-1 12 nsL 
1 2ift. (P Chappie-Hwm. Manron). Tote 
£890; £240, £Lia QOOl OR £4J0a CSR 
£13.77. Trio: £21.10. 

430:1. MAPLE BAT (An^aGeKmcre) 4- 

3; 2. Betttoatre Bme* 3-1 tav; 8- Pine 
Geseaoe 5-1 U rate Vs, 8. (A BaBey.Tre- 


poriey). Tote SSjOO; £160, £140, £M0. 
Oft £533. CSR £1612. Trtcasc £57. 7B. Trio; 
£630. 

- &0ft3.SHDQM|RC0dnnri3-lJltart 
2. Berated Over 3-1)1 tar, 3. totei 7-2. 
11 ran. Vi, 2 Vl (W Hagya. Newm artefl . 
Tote £490; £220, £190, £120. DR £9^0. 
CSR £12:64. Bta £11 Jft Altar a fltawaidg 
Jnquhy, pricings utetaiad. 

Ptecepot £2&a0i tarirtt £8Ja 


Maeepot £25190. dwdpot £8.10. 
Jadtoot: Not won. Rxd of £3343^4 ow- 
ned tenant to Asootaxtay. 

Ptaoe ft £170.62. Place ft £3158. 

WOLVHHAMPTON 

120; i. S0M00S « tony) 2-1 ft far, 
2.11a Fad 7-2; 3. Mogta. 20-1 7 ran. 2-1 
Jt tav Gotten Tjte. 7, IV;. U «*s). TflCK 
£330; £120. £220. DR £250. CSR 
£854. Mt No KdngFtaCto 
29or a. rauun hack (s whireonh) 
1CXJ-30; 2.70 tOrt-BS-13. VtovyObl 12- 
1 7 rate 1M far Butts Whip. & 1 (G L 
Moore). Tote £420; £220. £410 OR 




M 

• 37!^ 


ngs 

s 


jinx 


Kin Of Oats and Tartan Tyrant 
will take part onfy rf they art 
. granted a soft surface. Fmal de- 
darationsfor tbe race, which is 
tobe shown live on Cbaimel 4, 
ara tobe made on Boday: 

135: RtrJraT ri D uuyo o d y reported 
Cut STAR RAGS was imsmf«ri by 
the dow cktiy pace rehen the sx- 
year-old was a losing fcwpuiuc at 
AmliteoaSarmday.UToAty'scOn- 
. tea is more stroa^ynwbcwiD bfr 
very hard to. beat, ahbough the 
odds look: sure id be tm ggner oua. 
DttrtawKaiT toob the main threat 


Peter Nicol fell foul .of his 
British Open jinx ajpin yester- 
day when lie lost in' tbe first 
round in Cardiff- The British 
national champion, wbo has 
foiled to win a maiefa in four 
attempts at- die -event, was 
beaten 15-13, 15-12, 3-15, 9-15, 
15-13 in 96 minutes by Paul 
Johnson, the No 7 seed. 

. NkciwasfenaedtoammWe 
the double of the closed and 
open British titles but Johnson 
had other ideas. The world No 
“27 won on the same court 
where Nicol bad defeated the 
great Jansher Khan in 1994. 

Successive first-match de- 
feats over the previous three 
years to Zarak Jahan, Craig 
.Rowland and Juiien Bonetat 
seemed to iney on fOcoTs nrind 


1 v a 

i.i i'i-ra-: I iTi ■ >:• . :i I ■ i'i -■ | «T».' l*/j 




11-6 in the fifth game, Nicol be- 
came so loose and defensive 
that Johnson was able to force 
victory in three more bands. 

“This is my first win- over 
Peter since he rose into the 




to beat him easily and often as 
ajumor. Perhaps that was in his 
mind today," Johnson said. 

Johnson got the benefit of a 
dubious dedsion at 5-3 in the 
fifth game, but that was bal- 
anced out two raSies later when 
a burst ball which should have 
been ruled a let was called as a 
point to Nicol It was the re- 
placement ball that helped 
Johnson to victory, however. 

“The new ball was livelier and 
allowed me to pick up rhythm 
and pace just as Peter seemed 
to tire,'’ Johnson said. 

Johnson will now play Tbny 
Hands, who defeated Ahmed 
Barada, the world junior 
champion from Egypt, 15-11 
15-13, 15-9, in 54 minutes. 

In the women’s champ- 
ionship, Cassie Jackman took 
her revenge against Linda Char- 
man, who bad put her out of tbe 
National Championship. Jack- 
man new faces Vicki Cardwell, 
the 40-year-old former British 




eeghan Beil. 

In the same half of the draw, 
Fiona G eaves, the eighth seed, 
beat Janie Thacker to set up a 
match against Rebecca Macree, 
who defeated Donia Leeves. 


TODAY S FIXTURES 


Footbafl 

7J0 uriera *» 


’3ETQZ 

PS 


ptenmprerarei 




^ ij 1 ! ' I " - Y l ^v'rtf aji 




P lilalBra Brtrtv Awofct 
HaBani vHbmu Mein. 


DaraeyvMateyMW 


Hnt DMahra: Saariam Red StarvVAssCAut*- 
laraHJll O* aeraMhteWMtyv 90*1 Shrift, 


Partwrt »Tri — rawned. 

PONIHS lEAGUE FM PM atora Boter v 


£7,40. CSR £2533, 

ftn 3. wm of une (s sarin) s- 
2 fart z n a rt teJie m Cftrere U-2; 3. 
Bftratte 14-1. S rare IV* 1. (R Cherltah). 
Trite £330; 030. £L70. £220. DR £9 j 60. 
CSft £1630. Trtcasc £14955. Trice £3&10. 

320: 1.W THE MWWCF Lynch) 3-1 tav; 
2. HR Fem Oteeer 5-1; 3. BkMm 7-2 
7 nra %, J. IR HoHnttasdMWac £3^0; 
£3^0, '£2.90. OF; £3^0. CSft £1738. Af- 
tvarteaenta biMiy and an utyecoon. BecX- 
vtaN, mho flrfetad (fast, was placed thhd. - 
. 1_ LAWFUL FWD (F lyril) 5-1; 2 

OBOteMM reran tav. 3. Mtem Thraea 

13-2. « ran. IV*. 5. £R HoftfBhead). Ttote 
£820; £320. £UO. 0?T r^Ooi ^ 
£1042. . . 

.. 48<fcl.F0jSr(JOftrt aransfrejlDto- 
eo Boy 14-1; 3. Sk Itehar 3-1. 7 m. 5, 
We (M W Eraaroy). Tata- O irv ri in 
£7.70. DF: iusa CSF: £13.78. 

Qn * 1 ta> t *820. 
tea ft £4340. Pin Bt £23.46. 
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zone: three from five will gd 


FEAR OF FALLING: Five Premiership managers are trying to avoid demotion to the Endsleigh League, a decline 
that dramatically reduces gate receipts, commercial income and TV revenue. Glenn Moore reports 


There will he momenLs at Higni 
Road this afternoon when ken 
Atkinson and Ray Wilkins 
catch each other's eye and. briefly, 
remember better days chasing Lro- 
pbies at Old Trafford. Then they 
will turn again to the task in hand, 
that of lifting their respective 
teams, Coventry City and Queen's 
Park Rangers, out of the relegation 
mire. 

Both have been relegated before, 
Atkinson with Sheffield Wednesday 
six years ago. Wilkins as a young 
player with Chelsea in the Seventies, 
but the impact of those relegations 
is nothing to what it would be like 
this time around. 

Thai is because relegation carries 
a greater penalty than ever before. 
As the gap grows between the Pre- 
miership and the First Division, so 
does the cost of the drop. 

"When we were relegated last 
year it wiped the thick end of two 
million pounds off the revenue ac- 
count," said David Sheepshanks, 
chairman of Ipswich Town. "Half of 


and the new deal will be worth a 100 
to 120 million pounds," said Noad- 
es. "That is five million pounds a 
club. Anyone who goes down this 
reason is kissing goodbye to four mil- 
lion on TV income alone. With gate 
receipts and other revenue they wflj 
he losing five million." 

The current Premiership televi- 
sion deal is VLith £1.5-£3m per dub 
(the money is "writ and appearance- 
linked). The current Endsleigh deal 
is worth less than £500,000. The 


Endsleigh League have already 
sinned a new deal (with Sky) which 


signed a new deal (with Sky) which 
will push television income to 
£75n.000-£1.2m for First Division 
dubs next year but, as Sheepshanks 
notes, “it will in no way make up the 
shortfall with the Premiership." 

Ipswich, like all relegated clubs, 
are cushioned by receiving half the 
base sum (about £500,000) from the 
Premiership as well as EnasleighTV 
money. But as this expires after two 


years, during which the clubs in the 
Premier League have been getting 
even richer, an instant return is im- 
perative. Four dubs have bounced 
straight back in the last five seasons, 
one of them Crystal Palace two years 
ago. But. of the 10 that failed to do 
so, only Middlesbrough bier got up. 
Notts County and Swindon even 
went down again while seven remain 
in the First Division. 

“If you fail to get straight back 
then you have real problems," 
Noades said. “You have to decide 
when you go down if you can afford 
to keep what you have got. If you 
can you should be able to go back 
up. ff you have to sell players it be- 
comes very hard." 

Having kept most of their side in 
1993, and gone strai gh t back as 
champions. Palace sold the bulk of 
the team last summer. Some play- 
ers wanted to go but, said Noades, 
sales were also forced by the bant 


‘‘They reduced our overdraft fa- 
cility by £3.7m from £6.7m. We had 
to sell to meet that and to cut wage 
bills - unless you do you are paying 
Premiership wages on Endsleigh in- 
come. Some of those Premiership 
dubs must be crapping themselves. 
Coventry bought two players I could 
not afford to pay." 

Coventry are one of only two 
dubs never to have been relegated 
from the top division. At the other 
extreme, Birmingham and Leices- 
ter have gone down nine times 
with Manchester City in danger of 
joining them. 

For clubs of reasonable, but 
limited resources, such a yo-yo ex- 
istence is increasingly likely. "1 can 
see the same three clubs going up 
and down year after year," Noad- 
es said. “The Premiership dubs will 
be gaining so much income they 
will be able to cream off anybody 
of any ability in the lower divisions. 


Their squads will get bigger while 
the quality of lower division play- 
ers declines. Any club that does go 
down and keeps its players will go 
straight back tip as long as it is not 
suffering some kind of internal tur- 
moil." 

A look at this year's First Divi- 
sion suggests the trend has already 
started. It may be open but it is not 
vety good - 16 different dubs, 
two-thirds of the division, have 
filled the first three places at some 
time during the season. In the Pre- 
miership only seven dubs have 
done so. “People say we would not 
survive if we went up but we would 
have a different team then," Noad- 
es said. “With our new income lev- 
el we could buy three of four 
players." 

They would need them. If Bolton 
are relegated it will mean that, of 
26 teams promoted since 1987, 15 
have been relegated within four 


seasons. Ten will have gone straight 
back down (including six of the 


eight teamspromoted through the 
play-offs). The only team promot- 


play-offs). The only team promot- 
ed through the play-offs to have 
survived more than three seasons 
is Blackburn, and they spent mil- 
lions to do so. “All the teams that 
have come up and been successful 
have spent money." noted Scott Sel- 
lars, who was twice promoted and 
is now with Bolton. “Blackburn and 
Newcastle did. Middlesbrough 
spent enough to keep out of trou- 
ble." Middlesbrough have spent 
£10m. 

Palace, Like the other clubs who 
went straight back (Nottingham 
Forest, Sheffield Wednesday and 
West Ham), do have the potential 
to generate decent income. Those 
who have not regained premier 
status have tended to be smaller 
clubs - Luton, Oldham, Mill wall, 
Charlton - clubs whose days in the 


lop division already seem an aeon- 
away. . 

As a small- town dub Ipswjcb are. . 
keenly aware of the need to enable : 
such teams to compete. “We have' • 
taken a leading role in trying tQ'_ 
persuade the Football League td£ 
talk to the Premier League about:, 
□arrowing the gap." Sheepshanks. , 
said. "Otherwise clubs will yo- 



that was lost gale receipts, half was 
commercial income, the Skv TV' 


commercial income, the Sky TV' 
money and so forth." 

The calculations at Selhurst Park 
were even worse. “It cost us three 
million," said Ron Noades, the 
chairman of Crystal Palace. 

The bad news for their counter- 
parts at Coventry and QPR. Man- 
chester City, Southampton and 
Bolton, the clubs under threat this 
season, is that the price of failure 
is about to spiral. 

The crux is the Sky TV' deal. It 
has a year to run but an early 
renegotiation Ls anticipated. “I ex- 
pect they will sit down this summer 


The last five games 


Pons out of 
possJbto IS 


Aston VJffa (A) L 0-3; Bfeclfoum <H)Lw l-O; ' : 6/iS- 

Leeds (A) L 0-1; QPRtAVL 03; Coieinny WW • 


How they stand this morning 

P W D L F A 

m^iMm^bn.34 7 10 17 30 50 


Remaining fixtures 


Pts GD 

31 -20 


D 1-1; West Ham (A) L2-4; Southampton (H) W 2-1 — 

Evehon (H) W 3 l: Ne^6xtie W Li-2; Southamptoiv ji^V > 
(H) W 3-0: Chelsea (Al.D l-l: MahUtd (H) .0.1*1 -- 

Man Utd (A) L 0-1; Liverpool (H) W 1-0; Tottenham om c 
iA) L 1-3; Southampton (A) LO-1; Bolton (H) LO-2 

Chelsea (H) W 2-1; Ewertbn TAJ Staff Wot (WP CUik’ \ 

j. f man vivy oo i xq zg uo ox -x i 

18 QPR;............. . 35 8 6 - 21 35 53 30 -18 

19 Coventry 34 6 12 16 39 60 30 -21 

20 Bolton. 35 8 5 22 38 67 29 -29 




Today: Man Utd (HI; Apr. 17? Newcastle .. 

Apr 27; Botton (A); MayS .Wlrnttetk* 1 (AV. ~ 

Today: Sheff Wed (Hi; Apr 27: Aston ViHa (A); 

Today. Coventry (Ai: Apr 27:\WestHarrT ftOj ; 

May 5: Nottm Forest (Al /•; V - 

Today: QPR (Hi: Apr 17: Nottm Forest (A/; 

Apr 27: Wimotedon (At; May 5; Leeds (HI 

Today West Ham (AT; Apr 27: Sojttonptr^ ff^^^' 
May 5: Arsenal (A) y- .. 


"Communities like Stoke, Sun- . 
derland, Ipswich and Norwich, 
have good populations and sup- 
port. Their fans have the right to 
support their dub in the top league 
if. their club gets it right on and off 
the field. That club should be al- 
lowed to be competitive. At pre- 
sent it is not a level playing field. 

I am all for rewarding success 
with merit payments and television 
appearance money, but not at the 
price of penalising failure. The ba- 
sic subsidy should cover more 
than 20 dubs. - 

“Half the Premiership dubs 
agree - the bottom Halt Those 
which have flirted widv danger 
themselves." 

The thought will cert^nly. cross 
a few chairmen's minds today, dor 
that they will be able do anythin* 
about it now. At this stage, it uy 
down to the managers, the players- : 
and luck. 

"Luck plays a part,’' Atkinson 
said, “but the most important fac- 
tor is the mental toughness of your 
players. Sometimes your hero is 
someone you never expected it to 
be. This is.a massive game for me 
and Ray. We will both be hoping we • 
are the one commiserating the 
other at the end." 


xiled Geordies hold 




iwcastle’s fate 


Suddenly, exiled Geordies litter 
Newcastle’s path like the 
ticker-tape which their follow- 
ers once had on standby to cel- 
ebraLe the championship. 

Close on the heels of Alan 
Shearer and Graham Fenton, 
the Tyneside rs who combined to 
secure Blackburn's dramatic 
victory over Kevin Keegan's 
side on Munday. come anoth- 
er pair of likely lads ready to do 
down their home-town team. 

Brian Little, who brings As- 
ton Villa to St James' Park to- 
morrow. had a black-and-w hite 
striped jersey as a boy and has 
cousins who arc season-ticket 
holders. Tommy Johnson, 
whose attacking ability per- 
suaded Little to lei Fenton go. 
joins the Toon .Army whctThc 
is not playing. 

Newcastle, who may start 
nine points behind Manchester 
United, suffered another set- 
back in training yesterday when 
Keith Gillespie twisted an an- 
kle which may prevent his fac- 
ing Villa. Keegan can he 
excused for leeling it is time the 
leaders endured the odd twist 
of malign fate themselves. His 
old club Southampton, fighting 


for Premiership survival, may 
just be the team to inflict one. 

Both the Saints manager and 
director of football, Dave Mcr- 
rington and Lawrie McMenemy 
respectively, are Geordies, while 
the captain, Barry Venison, ortos 
led Newcastle. Moreover, their 
need for points is. if anything, 
more pressing than United's. 

If there is to be an upset, 
Matthew Le Tissier will surely 
have to be back to his best. The 


Phil Shaw looks at the weekend's football programme 
which for some clubs may prove the point of no return 


Channel Islander has yet to 
score from open play this sea- 
son. But Dave Beasant, the 
former Newcastle keeper who 
is likely to be recalled by Mer- 
rington, believes Le Tissier 
could be hailed as “Wor Mat- 
ty" come this evening. 

“Man's started to do things 


in training that give us all hope." 
Beasant said. Southampton also 
have a dubious FA Cup defeat 
to avenge. Against a team un- 
beaten In 19 games, and rein- 
forced by another Tyne and 
motion man, Steve Bruce, it is 
a tall order. 

While Villa have taken a 


solitary point from five meetings 
since Newcastle’s promotion, 
two Easter wins suggest Utile 
is countenancing no compla- 
cency. Another sub-plot in- 
volves Shaka Hislop and 
Dwight Yorfcc. friends and col- 
leagues with Trinidad and Tu- 
baeo. ahhrumh Kecaan will 


demand that the heat is on 
Villa and their stand-in cenLre- 
back Ian Taylor. 

Two of the five relegation 
candidates. Coventry and 
Queen's Park Rangers, tangle 
at High field Road in a battle of 
wits between Ron Atkinson 
and the man he he may now re- 
gret having dubbed “The Crab,” 
Ray Wilkins. 

Wilkins' chairman. Peter El- 
lis. has described the match as 


Chelsea v Leeds 

Manager Hoddle tool® set to suck with 
the Chelsea side on duty at Bolton on 
Monday - even though a 2-1 defeat ex- 
tended their run without a win to six Pre- 
miership matches. Leeds will again be 
without 19 -goal leading scorer Yeboah, 
who has not yet recovered from the knee 
iruury, sustained on international duty 
with Ghana, v/htch has kept him out of 
the last four matches. Worthington is 
back in contention after injury 


Cove n t r y v QPR 

Shaw, ruled out ot both Easter match- 
es with a fractured cheekbone, is ex- 
pected to return, wearing a protective 
mask, to boost Coventry’s defensive 
ranks. Hal could claim Bumws" left-ba* 
place. Queen's Park Rangers Mil select 
■from a fuB-strengh squad, with mkflielcter 
Barker available again after serving a two- 
match ban. 


Man City v Sheffield Wed 

City look set to bring m midfielder Brawn 
for suspended Summerbee, whose de- 
fensive dudes wil be taken over by Bright- 
well. Rosier might haw to be content 
with a place on the bench agan as man- 
ager Ball may continue with Quinn with 
Kavelashvifi. The Owfs 1 mid fielder Hyde 
is still out with a groin problem, so 
Wednesday ate iikefy to retain the skte 
which earned a 1-0 home wn over Ar- 
senal on Monday: 

Mlddlesbro v Wimbledon 

Midfielder Pollack is m bne for a Mid- 
dlesbrough return after a two-match 
suspension while Vickers will take 
over from central defender Whyte, who 
starts a ban. Barm by could return af- 
ter two matches out with a foot injury, 
but Mustoe (ankle) and illness victims 
Fjortoft and Walsh, whose goalheep- 
mg plat* will again be taken by Miller. 


Team news 


are ruled out The Dons call up Fear, 
the former Ergand Under-21 utiKr* man 
who has made just four appearances 
this term, as cover for an We injury vic- 
tim Blackwell. 


Nottm Forest v Blackburn 

The Dutch intematronal Roy. ruled out 
of Monday's 3-1 win at Leeds with a 
hamstring injury, could return for For- 
est, who must decide whether to re- 
call Lytte at right-beck after Haiand took 
his place at Bland Road. Rovers wilt 
be wKhout £3. 2m midfielder Flitcroft. 
who starts a three- match ban McKin- 
lay. Marker. Gailacher and Holmes are 
competing for his place. Former For- 
est man Bohinen remains out of ac- 
tion with a calf injur/. 


Southampton v Man Utd 

The Samis have ttouWr over midfield- 
er Venison ibacM. defenders Monkou 
Mui and Hall (call) and winger Heaney 
Hcg). They may recall goalkeeper Beas- 
ant in favour ol Grotibelaar after Mon- 
day's 3 0 reversal at Aston Villa. The 
Republic or' Ireland midfielder heane. who 
has served a onomaich ban, Steve 
Bruce and Phil Neville come back into 
contention for Urxied. who are unbeaten 
in IS League and Cup (James. 

West Ham v Bolton 

Codec and Mono* come mto contention 
for ttfesi Ham white Todd, the Bolton 
manager, is almost certain to keep (aith 
with the side whose 2-1 victory over 
Chelsea on Monday kept men hopes ot 
avoiding the droo ahve. Dutch sinker De 
Freitas is available again after a knee 
iniury. but may haw to make do with a 
place on the bench. 


Newcastle v Aston Villa 

Magpies' manager Keegan - desper- 
ate for a victory to keep his side's ti- 
de challenge alive - could give Northern 
Ireland mtemaijonal Gillespie a place 
in tomorrow's starting fine-up after leav- 
ing him out for the last seven match- 
es. Gillespie came on as a substitute 
to help Newcastle come from behind 
to beat Queens Park Rangers last Sat- 
urday. but may miss out due to an an- 
kte imury sustained « trarnig yesterday. 
England 'defender Howey is soil absent 
with a hamstnng injury. Aston Villa's 
manager Little ks expected to keep faith 
with the side which overcame South- 
ampton 3-0 on Monday. That means 
midfielder Taylor will continue in a cen- 
tral defensive role alongside McGrath, 
who has recovered from the toe prob- 
lem which forced his Substitution by 
Scirr.eca against the Saints. 


“a 20-pointer". Manchester 
City, directly above both teams, 
would probably prefer them to 
draw. Of City’s match with 
Sheffield Wednesday, Alan Ball 
said: “We must make sure we 
don’t lose." With fixtures 
against Villa and Liverpool to 
finish with, they need to win. 

Like Wednesday. West Ham 
have nothing, to play for in terms 
of Europe or safety, which 
showed in their lethargy at Liv- 
erpool on Monday. Bolton's 
lighting finuic may liave come loo 
late, hut the Hammers will have 
to he more alert today to stop 
them departing with honour. 

By the time Newcastle step 
out. neighbouring Wearside 
could be Premiership territory 
again. Sunderland will be pro- 
moted if they win at Sheffield 
United, the First Division's 
form side, and Crystal Palace 
fail to heat Southend. With 
Howard Kendall lying in wait 
for his protege. Peter Reid. 
Sunderland may have to wail. 

Meanwhile, Palace must look 
to their one-time tenants, 
Charlton, to loosen Derby's 
grip on the second automatic 
promotion place tomorrow. 


Rangers set 
for final lap 
in title race 

Scottish football 


Today Rangers go in search of 
one of three wins which will 
wrap up their eighth successive 
Scottish championship. Walter 
Smith's side face lowly Partick 
Thistle at Ibrox with a" point to 
prove after Wednesday's 2-0 de- 
feat at Hearts. 

Victory would put Rangers 
seven points dear of Celtic, who 
face Hibernian at Easter Road 
tomorrow. .Assuming Celtic 
lake full points from their last 
four games. Rangers need three 
wins to lake the title. 


Ally McCoist is rated “jghch 
and go" by Smith to face This- 
tle because of a groin injury, 
while Gordon Dune is recalled: 
Ian Ferguson is out - he starts 
a two-match suspension - but 
Erik Bo Andersen, Peter van 
Vossen and Ian Durrani are 
added to the squad. 

At Hibs. Celtic will he with- 
out the injured John Hughes but 
welcome back John Collins, 
who missed the midweek draw 
against Kilmarnock. 


I wanted to be with other supporters sharing a common prayer 


Saturday 15lh April. IPS 0 is a 
date that slicks in the memo- 
ry. Liverpool versus Notting- 
ham Forest. FA Cup semi-final. 
Hillsborough, Sheffield. The 
memory slicks in the throat. 

Some seven years on. the very 
mention of the name Hillsbor- 
ough still instantly conjures up 

in The mind those nightmarish 
television images of panic of 
tears of hopelessness: of side- 
ways-turned faces squeezed 
against cage fencing: of adver- 
tising hoardings being used as 
stretchers for the injured, dead 
and dviog: of sorrowful com- 
forting: of tragedy. 

All week Liverpool. Sheffield 
and Nottingham mourned ;ls 
one, united by their shared ex- 
perience. .All week England 
moumed as one, united by the 
thouaht that there but for the 


grace of God go 1. How I would 
have liked to have been sup- 
porting my team, Chelsea, ra 
that semi-final. How grateful 1 
now was that yet again they 
weren't good enough. 

All through the week the 
people of Liverpool lumed 
Anfield into a shrine. But for 
most football fans across the na- 
tion. the following Saturday was 
the first opportunity lo show 
their grief, their shock, their 
horror and their support for the 
scarred and grieving. 

J was staying away that week- 
end. and just as Remembrance 
Sunday draws me lo church. I 
found "mvself drawn lo a foot- 
ball match. 1 wanted to he with 
other supporters, showing re- 
spect. sharing a common prayer. 
So I went to watch Hereford 
United play Doncaster Rovers 


in a Fourth Division match that 
had no significance whatsoev- 
er, both having settled into 
positions just below half-way in 
the table. It is one of the most 
memorable events of my life. 
Hereford fielded a young Dar- 
ren Peacock and Doncaster a 
not-so-voung Gem' Daly. 

Since I hadn't come to sup- 
port either ream 1 went through 
the first turnstile I came to. This 
was a mistake, inside. I found 
a cage custom-designed for ci- 
ther orang-utangs or travel- 
ling supporters. There was 
plenty of space but. for the first 
time/l felt uneasv being behind 
bars in a foothall ground. 

Beyond this chilly, shady 
area wns sunshine and fence- 
free terracing and I managed 
to negotiate a transfer to a 
sunny spur among the home 


No 145 

Hillsborough 


CUVE TRUSSON 


supporters. It was announced 
that the game would kic k off at 
six minutes past three, the time 
the Liverpool v Forest match 
was stopped. The players and 
match officials stopped their 
warm-up exercises and gath- 
ered around the centre circle. 
A local vicar stood with them, 
a microphone in his hand, and 
the Salvation Army lined up on 

the touchlinc. 

The service began to a con- 
gregation or UNO brethren of 
the familv of football lovers. It 


was clear to alt that this service 
was so much more important, 
so much more necessary than 
the football we'd paid lo watch. 

The vicar begun. "Last Sat- 
urday football supporters gath- 
ered together, just as we are 
gathered here today, to watch 
a foi rfhall match. They were or- 
dinary people like you and 
me..." 

1 don't recall what he said 
next, my thoughts were already 
with ilnwe killed, maimed and 
mentally scarred on Leppings 


Lane. As he spoke, people in 
the seats began to stand up like 
a slow- motion Mexican wave. 
It was a deliberate, if uncon- 
scious. ael of grief. 

The vicar led the prayer, fn 
Hereford Cathedral they would 
have knelt: at Hereford Unit- 
ed they stood. 1( seemed right 
to stand, just as football fans 
had stood fur over a century, 
just as thuse who had died had 
sLood. We stood, we prayed, we 
remembered. 

.As we were asked ti * observe 
the silence, a young hoy in Fn »nt 
of me propped Ins inflatable 
skeleton against the crash har- 
rier** that it was standing loo, 
a chap near me stopped eating 
his pasty, another switched off 
the small radii* that had seem- 
ingly been glued to his ear. 

1 h *oked around the ground. 


Heads were hung. 1 thought of 
the thousands around the coun- 
try doing the same thing. Those 
dreadful images flashed across 
my mind again making me 
squirm. 1 thought of the times 
I d been in a crush situation: at 
Stamford Bridge. Upton Park. 
Old Trafford. Ruker Park. Lof- 
lus Road and Wembley. I re- 
called struggling for breath in 
the urgency to gel in to sec 
Chelsea v New York Cosmos. 
I hLs led me. perhaps irrever- 
ently. to thoughts of the display 
~ n, - vff P ul «n and Butch 
Wilkins brilliant hie equaliser. 
Bui somehow such footballing 
memories seemed appropri- 
ate: the dead of Hillsborough 
loved their football too. * 
When the vicar spoke again, 
he invited us to sing Ahidc 
with Me . Apparently song 


sheets had been handed out at 
the turnstiles, but I had missed 
ouL The Sally Army struck up 
and the vicar led the singing. He 
sang from his heart The crowd 
sang from theirs. 

When the band stopped play- 
ing there was a further 10 second 
silence. In Hereford Cathedral 
they would have then sat down 
in silence: at Hereford United 
they started applauding. The 
ground reverberated to the kind 
of handdapping more likely to 
be heard in the theatre. But it 
seemed fitting and was uplifting. 

The match was a regular 
enough affair. Hereford went 
--fl up before Doncaster rxAJed 
one hack. Their fans celeSfat- 
od by shaking their inflatable 
bananas and by dimbing up the 
zoo cage. We ail knew the 
fences had to come down. 


Pie-- 
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Aldridge in 
charge at 
Tranmere 


Football 


PHIL SHAW 

John Aldridge was promoted to 
the boss class yesterday as Iran- 
mere Rovers, hovering just 
above the First Division rele- 
gation zone, ended the reign of 
the most successful manager in 
their history, John King. 

Hie 37-year-old Aldridge, a 
Republic of Ireland striker 
■whose experience ranges from 
Newport County through Liv- 
erpool to Real Sociedad, be- 
comes player-manager. King, 
who was in his second spefl with 
Tranmere and will be 58 on 
Monday, is pondering the offer 
of a move “upstairs". 

^ It was King who brought 
'Aldridge back to Merseyside 
from Spain in 199 1 , since when 
he has scored 136 goals for 
Tranmere. The signing was bis 
most inspired during a nine-y ear 
sojourn in which Tranmere rose 
from the former Fourth Division 
to within a whisker of what is 
now the Premiership. Three 
times they lost in the play-offs. 

This season, however. Tran- 
mere have struggled and go into 
today’s match with Leicester 
only four points better off than 
22nd-placed Oldham. King, 
who had two years left on his 
contract, learned about the 
change when he was summoned 
to meet the chairman, Frank 
Corfe, in the morning. 

Aldridge, who will work on a 
two-year contract, said: “Ideal- 
ly I'd have liked the circum- 
stances in which I've taken over 


to be better, but that’s football. 
The main objective is retain our 
status, m carry on with the ex- 
isting backroom staff until the 
end of the season and then de- 
cide what moves to make." 

King said: “It hasn't really 
sunk in yet. It takes a lot of ac- 
cepting but you have got to be 
big enough in football. I've 
been offered a consultancy role, 
but 1 can't make a sudden de- 
cision over my future." 

Arsenal have made a fresh 
bid for Alan Stubbs, the Bolton 
defender. Bruce Rioch, under 
whom Stubbs was captain of the 
L anc a s hire club, has offered 
£2m up front with a further £1 m 
based on appearances and caps. 
Bolton will not respond until 
their Premiership fate is re- 
solved, but are expected to 
want a bigger down payment. 

Howard Kendall, the Shef- 
field United manager, has gone 
public about his interest in 
signing lan Rush when the vet- 
eran striker leaves Liverpool 
next -month. 

Huddersfield Town yesterday 
terminated the contract of 
Craig Whitington, the striker 
who was this week suspended by 
the Football Association until 
1 November after two separate 
drug tests revealed cannabis use. 
Whitington. 25. tested positive 
in March last year, and again in 
January. 

Geoff Heady, the Hudders- 
field chairman, said: “Given 
the support provided after the 
first test, the chib feel extremely 
disappointed and badly let 
down by the player’s actions." 



start 


An early end to 
Sherry’s fairy-tale 


Amateur hour Tiger Woods is enjoyktg himself too much at coflege to turn pro Photograph: AP 


A taQ order for a tall man. An 
amateur in a professional 
world is allowed to dream. 
Gordon Sherry hoped to 
make the top-24 finishers 
and earn a return invitation 
to the Masters next year. 
Making the cut would be 
hard enough. 

No British Amateur cham- 
pion had qualified for the 
final two rounds since Peter 
McEvoy in 1978. After a first 
round 75, Sheriy. fourth in last 
summer's Scottish Open, 
needed something of a 
miracle to break that fruitless 
run. 

The thing about Augusta 
National is that h chooses its 
own fairy-tales. Yesterday 
morning, bogeys at Lbe third 
and fourth, where he tangled 
with the sand both times, put 
Sherry eight over par. 
After his 43 on the front nine 
on Thursday, the Stirling 
University student said he 
tried to relax and enjoy him- 
self. Again paired with the un- 
communicative Fred Cbuples, 
Sheny was again finding that 
difficult 

Couples had his own prob- 
lems. The very fact that the 
American and the Scot were 
playing together again on 
the second day. when there is 
a redraw in score order, 
meant Couples had also 
ended the first day six over. 
Neither was living up to their 
differing expectations. 

As the recent US Players 
champion. Couples was a hot 
favourite to wm his second 
Green Jacket. Two weeks 
ago he won 5630,000 
(£420,000) to push his career 
earnings in official US Tour 
events alone in sight of the 58 


Andy Farrell watches the British 
Amateur champion struggle to live 
up to expectations in the Masters 


million mark. Sherry, as he 
turns an expensive hobby 
into his profession, has thou- 
sands of pounds to repay his 
parents on a student loan. 

Holing a 10-foot pun at the 
seventh brought a smile to 
Sherry’s lips, as did another 
birdie at the llih, after a 
number of missed chances. 
He has gone down well with 
the galleries. “They should 
pull him down and rebuild 
him as a condo,” said one 
spectator. 

But the name on every- 
one’s lips here is that of Tiger 
Woods. There are expecta- 
tions and expectations. It 
must be difficult to lift a club 
after Jack Nicklaus has said: 
“This kid is the most funda- 
mentally sound golfer I have 
ever seen at almost any age. 
He will be the favourite here 
for the next 20 years. Arnold 
Palmer and I agree if you add 
his Green Jackets and my 
Green Jackets, this kid 
should win more." 

For a 20-year-old with only 
a blue blazer in his wardrobe, 
winning more than 10 Mas- 
ters is undreamable. Who 
would have thought Seve 
Ballesteros and Greg Norman 
would so far only have two 
Green Jackets between 
them? 

And then there is Norman 
on Woods. After his 63 on 
Thursday, the “Great While 
Shark" told reporters: “The 
way I felt in our practice 
round was the way you would 
feel about playing with me." 


Woods shot a 75 on Thurs- 
day and was a further two 
over to the turn yesterday. 

Speculation has been plenti- 
ful that he will give up his 
studies at Stanford and 
colled on some fat contract 
offers, but he has said, “I'm 
having too good a time at col- 
lege.” 

Couples and Sherry both 
found the water at the par- 
three 1 2th, but the American 
enjoyed himself more from 
then on. A birdie putt at the 
last gave him a chance of 
malting the cut at two under. 
Sherry found another bunker 
and finished his amateur 
career with a bogey and a 77 
for II over. 

"That’s the worst experi- 
ence I have ever bad on a golf 
course,’' said the 22-year- 
old “I haven't shot scores like 
that for four yeaxs. I knew the 
greens would be tricky but 
people almost put the fear of 
death into you. I’ve learnt a 
lot. Another time FU know 
you can’t worry about the 
course. There are spots to hit 
the ball and you have to hit 
them there."* 

He added: “I'm just an- 
other British amateur to miss 
the cut. But I'll be back. 
Maybe not next year, but 1'U 
be back." 

His first professional event 
will be in next month's Ital- 
ian Open. He was asked how 
it felt to be a pro. “1 haven't 
earned a penny yet." In the 
profession that only comes 
with malting the cut. 


Cantona kept out in 
the cold by France 


Eric Cantona is unlikely to play 
for France in this summer’s Eu- 
ropean Championships in Eng- 
land despite being praised by 
^ the French national coach, 
v; Aune Jacquet, for his current 
performances. 

Cantona has been in superb 
form recently, scoring seven 
goals in his last eight games for 
Manchester United in their 
rise to the top of the Premier- 
ship table, but Jacquet told the 
French sports daily UEquipe he 
had no reason to change his 
mind about calling him up. 

Jacquet, careful not to alien- 
ate Cantona, left the door 
slightly ajar in case injuries 
prompted him to fall back on 
the player he once appointed 
team captain but his statements 
left little room for doubt. 

Jacquet, who has not spoken 


to Cantona or his dub man- 
ager, Alex Ferguson, for three 
months, said he had already 
made his decision on Can- 
tona. “I have aJreadfysaid that 
his presence would force me to 
change everything and that it is 
not the right time " he said. 

jacquet said Cantona was 
successful as a gpalscorer in Eng- 
land because there was no tight 
marking and he enjoyed a free- 
dom he would not get in in- 
ternational competition. “I 
know how to use Eric - as a play- 
maker and not as a striker." he 
said. 

Cantona won the last of his 45 
caps for France, who are un- 
beaten in 20 matches, in Janu- 
ary last year but he lost his place 
when he was suspended after his 
assault on a Qystal Palace fan at 
Selhurst Park later that month. 


McCarthy pleads innocence 
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Mick McCarthy, the Republic 
of Ireland manager, yesterday 
claimed that he was an innocent 
victim of last season’s FA Cup 
final ticket scandal. 

TVo Norwegian fans paid 
touts £350 each for £60 tickets 
for the match between Man- 
chester United and Everton last 
May and these were traced back 
to McCarthy as part of his allo- 
cation of four from Mfllwall 
where he was then the manag- 
er. 

This led to the FA yesterday 
banning him from receiving 
rSup final tickets for 10 years 
nSt, speaking in Dublin vester- 


Sampras puts 
pressure 
on Muster 

fonnis 

Pete Sampras recovered from 
losing the first set to beat 
David Prinosfl, of Germany. 
6-7. 7-6, 6-3 and reach the semi- 
finals of the Hong Kong Open 
yesterday. 

The American world No 2 
had difficulty containing the ag- 
gressive serve-and-volley tactics 
of the ei^uh seed, but raised his 
in the- dosing stages to 
maintain the pressure on 
Thomas Muster for the world 
No I ranking - . 

• Sampras, who trails Muster 
by only 72 points in the rank- 
ings, admitted: “I did not real- 
ly think I was in control of the 
match at any time.- 1 lad a lot 
of break points in the .first set 
-but did not convert them.” 

The other semi -final will be 
between Michael Chang, the 
holder, and the ntyaeffeti Aiis- 


day, McCarthy pleaded his in- 
nocence. “I gave these four 
tickets to a well-respected 
friend of mine at face value and 
he informed me that he bad at- 
tended the game with another 
friend and their respective sons. 
I believed him." McCarthy said 

“The problem is that I didn’t 
hold on to the four ticket stubs. 
Even if I bad given the tickets 
to Mother Teresa. I wouldn't 
have got off with it," he added. 

“If this whole business 
Stamps out ticket touting, I wfll 
be very happy. I deplore ticket 
touting - 1 always have and I al- 
ways will," McCarthy said. 


Game welcomes new era 


Ice hockey 


British ice hockey contem- 
plates a new era this weekend 
when a meeting in Blackpool 
will sort out the sport’s new 
structure. 

Seven dubs.- - Cardiff, 
Sheffield, Manchester, Bas- 
ingstoke, Bracknell, Newcas- 
tle, Ayr and Guildford - have 
all joined up for the new Super 
League administered by the 
elute themselves, with Not- 
tingham waiting in the wings. 

The rest of the clubs meet in 
the seaside town to decide their 
own ftiture with the formation 
of the British National ice 
Hockey League, which will have 


two divisions, a Premier and 
First Division, under the present 
governing body, the British Ice 
Hockey Association. 

Adrian Florence, the chairman 
of the working parly looking into 
the new league structure, said: 
“We're going to Blackpool and 
come midnight Sunday the 
whole thing will be sorted out No 
ife- it will be sorted" 

In a revolutionary change to 
the rules, there win be no drawn 
games in the BNIHL. If the 
sides are level at the end of nor- 
mai time, games wOl go into sud- 
den-death overtime and the 
side that scores first wins. If af- 
ter overtime the teams are still 
tied, then a penalty shoot-out 
will decide the winner. 


However, the most important 
key to the new structure will be 
the dub’s financial welfare. Pre- 
mier Division status will only go 
to sides able to guarantee a min- 
imum expenditure of £140,000 
while the minimum for First Di- 
vision membership vwll be 
£75.000. . 

For the first time in the sport, 
there will be a professional 
side from Northern Ireland 
competing in the league. Pre- 
viously teams from the province 
played in the Scottish Divi- 
sions or played purely recre- 
ational hockey. 

Florence said the main aims 
were to have a competitive al- 
ternative to the Super League 
for teams with rinks that did not 


come up to their criteria. “It will 
have to be seen as viable and the 
level of play in the Premier 1 
foresee as being as good as it 
was this season. 

“If we can achieve that, then 
the fans will turn out to watch 
it in increased numbers. The 
sport is growing and we must re- 
flect that added interest. What 
is in nobody's interest is teams 
trying to compete with the big 
venue outfits and bankrupting 
themselves." 

With teams like Milton 
Keynes, Sloitgh, Humberside, 
Fife and Whitley Warriors set 
to be included, half this season’s 
Premier League teams are ex- 
pected to compete in the new 
National League. 


Oldham relish humble home advantage 


Rugby League 


DAVE HADFIELD 

Be it ever so humble, there's no 
place like borne - especially, it 
seems, when home is as irre- 
deemably humble as Water- 
shedding^. Visiting sides detest 
the place, to the point of grumb- 
ling with some justification that 
playing anything called Super 
League there invites action under 
the Trades Descriptions Act. 

Oldham lake a different view 
of the dilapidated ground at 
which they play Leeds this 
evening: they know it frequently 
gives them an edge. 

Their coach, Andy Goodway, 
has not gone quite so far as to 


claim they would have beaten 
Wigan in their opening match if 
it had been played there rather 
than at Boundary Park. But he 

it would harebeen mudicloser. 

Since ihea, they have beaten 
Halifax at Watersheddings and 
come away from Paris with a 
draw that should have been a 
win, all of which suggests that 
they are not the pushovers that 
their first effort implied. 

Goodway will have to find a 
replacement for the winger, 
Rob Myler, who has a broken 
jaw, but Leeds, without a single 
point so far this season, could 
be in for another frying lime. 

‘‘It’s a veiy uninviting place to 
go.” Hugh McGahan, the Leeds 


manager, said “Oldham have a 
big, rough pack of forwards 
and have shown that they are not 
going to be also-rans.’’ 

Leeds' own pack is without 
Neil Hannon, but Adrian Mor- 
ley returns after injury. 

Paris St-Germain, at home to 
the pointless Workington Town 
tonight, are also without a bro- 
ken jaw victim, their Australian 
stand-off, Todd Brown. 

The London Broncos coach, 
Tony Currie, has dropped two 
players from tomorrow's side to 
play at Sheffield after they arrived 
late for training. The scrum- 
half, Leo Dynevor, and the for- 
ward, Rusefl Bawden, have both 
been omitted after Currie 
described their excuse that their 


bus was late as “pathetic". Kevin 
Longer and Justin Bryant oome 
into the line-up. 

Wigan, who go to Castleford 
tomorrow, are willing to trans- 
fer their vastly experienced 
prop forward, Kelvin Skerrett, 
in order to fry to bring their 
wage bill within the salary cap 
that is to be introduced. 

Wigan, who will face a re- 
union with their former goal- 
kicker, Frano Botica, if he 
recovers from a side strain, will 
have one potential taker in 
Warrington, who have admitted 
chasing Skerrett, while his for- 
mer club, Bradford, who meet 
St Helens tomorrow in a 
Wembley dress rehearsal, could 
also be interested. 


Britain vent 
anger on hosts 


Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 
reports from Atlanta 
United States 
Great Britain 


SPORTING DIGEST 



: WOTLin Lisbon after, a 6- 

, “L 6-2 win aver Spain’s Francisco 
L ^ Auatriaiiliasyetto 
drop a set in the tournament. 




Amiss backing Botham 


Cricket 

Dennis Amiss, the Warwickshire 
chief executive, yesterday added 
his voice to the calls for Ian 
Botham to be brought into the 
England set-up to kick-start 
the national side's flagging for- 
tunes. 

The former England batsman 
joined Derbyshire and 
Northamptonshire officials - 
who have nominated Botham to 
be a selector -in pressing for the 
great all-rounder to be involved 
in the international scene. 


Speaking on BBC Radio 5 
Live. Amiss said: “I believe 
Botham has got to be involved. 
He was such a great player and 
he has his heart in the right 
place. 

“Even if he wasn’t able fr oe 
a selector, his sheer p r ^cnce 
would be a huge beneut to the 
England players. I’ve never seen 
an England team lacking so 
much confidence as the one at 
the end of the South Africa tour 
and in the World Cup. They are 
‘ players, but they need to 
? their confidence restored." 


TCCB reprieves Malcolm 


The Tfcst and County Cricket 
Board has decided to take no 
action against the Derbyshire 
and England fast bowler Devon 
Malcolm for the series of con- 
troversial newspaper articles 
which appeared towards the end 
of England’s recent tour of 
South Africa in which Mal- 
colm raised the issue of racism ■ 
and also criticised the tour 
manage r, Raymond Illing worth. 

Makxto, who returned home 
eady after an unhappy couple of 
montbMuas in breach of his con- 
tract with the board in giving the 



interviews, bat in a statement the 
TCCB said: “The Board accepts 
that Devon Malcolm's motive in 
giving the interviews was not fi- 
nancial. He has satisfied the 
Board that, after payment of all 
expenses, he has not profited fi- 
nancially from the interviews. 

“The Board has derided not 
to take the matter further, in 
particular not to institute dis- 
dplinaiy proceedings.. .He re- 
mains eligible for selection for 
England in future.'Devon Mal- 
colm remains totally committed 
to playing for England:" 


Australian Rules 

AFL: Adetado 2U6 (142) bt Geelong 12.6 
(78). 

Baseball 

AMERICAN LEAGUE: Boston 5 MnraaoCB 6: 
New York Yankees 5 Kansas City 3; Detroit 1 
Seattle B; Mdiwfcae 0 Oakland 11: Ctvcagp 
8 Te-aa 5 111 ntf); Batonwa 1* Cbwefend 
4; lorcrn® 7 Cakforma 4. 

NA. iONAL LEAGUE Pittsburgh 5 Montreal 6; 
San D ns> 2 Atlanta U Qncmati 4 Houston 
9; Colorado 7 New Ybtfc Mets 3; Loo Angeles 
5 Honda 0. 

Basketball 

The International Basketball Federation 
(Rba) yesterday rejected an appeal by 
Barcelona against the refereeing of 
.Thursday’s European Club Champion- 
ship final, which they lost 67-66 to 
Panathlnaihce of Greece. Barcelona’s 
coach, Aftor Garcia Reneses. was un- 
happy about two aflegsd mistakes by 
the referees m the final seconds of a 
dramatic cfmtax, but his protests were 
ignored. 

EUROPEAN HUB CHAMPtntSKP {Paha, 
Ttwraday) RnaL- Panatftinaikos {Gri B7 
Barcelona 66. Third place pta-off: CSKA 
Moscow 74 Real Madrid 73. 

NBA: Mom) 115 Mfeaukee 105; New Je*ey 
1D0 Crtca&i 113; New Yah 97 Cleveland 1Q1; 
Houston 113 Dewar 109: Portand 1M Dal- 
las 99; LA Csppees 101 Golden Stas 11L 

Boxing 

Scott Welch, the British heavyweight 
champion, has been ordered to defend 
his title against Herbie Hide, the former 
World Boxing Ofganistakxi champion. 
Hide, the 24-year-old Nownch-based 
figrtter, has not stepped into the ring 
competitively since losing his world ti- 
ttefijAnwrtra^ffidiflcliBowe^lasVte- 
gas 13 months ag>. 

Cricket 

Mafcdm Marshall, the former West ln- 
(tetastfccwfcrwtotsbegnrmgafiTCe* 
year contract wfth Hampshire as 


first-team coach, has been approached 
by the West Indies Board of Control to 
assist Its new team manager. CRve Lloyd. 
The corny anticipate that Marshall will 
be able to combine both Jobs. 

The Kent captain, Mark Benson, seems 
certain to miss the start of the new sea- 
son after damaging knee ligaments dur- 
ing a training session. 

PEPSI CUP ON6-OAY INTERNATIONAL. TOUR- 
NAMENT (Startsbj: Pakistan M India iiy 38 
nms. ParatanifiCorS (50 oven; AainlrSo- 
had 1051 Ma 233 (475 wwcSVMaijrekar 
59; Muaftaq Ahmed 4-47). 

TOUR MATCH (St GaorgeX Grenada) Rrst 
day of fouK West bides presdenfa XI 117 for 
1 v New Zealand isccre w hs*ch). 

Football 

The Manchester United midfielder Roy 
Keane has been provisionally omitted 
from the Republic of Ireland squad for 
the international friendly against the 
Czech Republic in Prague on 24 April. 
He may be added to Mick McCarthy's 
list if he escapes suspension for ins 
t Russia last mo n th. 


Three Under- 21 playere, Kenny Cun- 
ningham (Wimbledon), Gareth Farretly 
(Aston Villa) and Keith O'Neal (Norwich) 
are in the senior squad for the test time. 
REPUBLIC OF IRELAND SQUAD Ontamfr- 
tfooaf ftfetMty v Caecb Republic, Strahov 
sodom, Prague, 24 Aprifc A Kefe ffitaffieitJ 
UWJ. Bonner iGefUCl. Own (Bbcfebum): Kto- 
ns (BteCHDumi, G Kofly (Leads Utd). Pbeton 
IChtfseal. Staunton (Asuan Vidal. McGrath 
(Aston Vilia), Irwin (Manchester utd). Da ten 
(Coventry), Babb iUrerpoofl, Cunningham 
(Wmbtadoni. Houghton (Qystal Palace), 
Townsend (Aston Via), MeAfteer (UWfpool), 
McLoogHn (Pons/routti), FhmSy (Aston Vi- 
la). Kennedy (Uwrponl). Quinn (Manches- 
ter Crtyi, Aldridge (Tranmere), Cattarino 
iMareaPei, OUe* (NOWcnl. 

Paul Gascoigne will play at Higibuy in 
an Arsenal shirt on 8 May The Rangers 
and England midfielder mil join the 
Chelsea manager, derm Hoddfe. in the 
Gunners Side for Paid Merson's testi- 
monial match against an International 
XI. "We had ashed Paul to play for 
around 20 minutes or so because the 
rrEuran^premiumaltownghimtoplay 


a foil match was very expensive," 
Frank McLintock. the match organiser, 
said. “But Paul offered to pay half the 
amount tii order for him to play a foil 
game." 

The Netherlands win meet Brazil in an 
international friendly on 31 August to 
mark the opening of the new Amster- 
dam Arena. The 50,000 capacity all- 
seat stadium, complete with sflding root 
will be the new home for Ajax from next 
season. 

The head of Italy's players' union said 
yesterday that the planned Serii? A strike 
on 20 April had been “remporarilysus- 
pended." Seigfo Campana said tfwt the 
unkm had dedded to lift the immedi- 
ate threat of a strike as agreement had 
been reached on a number of Impor- 
tant issues, including a gjarantee fond 
to help players whose dubs (bided. Oth- 
er Issues under discussion include 
maintaining limits on players from out- 
side the European Union in The wake 
of the European Court’s recent ruling 
fn the Bosnian case. 

Brazil's former World Cup captain, 

Socrates, has resisted as coach of the 
Ecuadorean club. Uga Deportiva Llni- 
versitaria. 

Roy Aitken, the Aberdeen managst; has 
sifyied a new contract that waikeeptem 
at Ptaodrie for a fonher three years. 
THURSDAY'S LATE R ESULTS: Pontfns 

rtrion: Bradford City 2 Sunderland 3. Awn 
Inemnca Combfoatioa Second Division: 
Sash CGy2Ne«pon AFC0. Icfe tragus first 
DMsiore Brilencay 3 Barking 0. Third dm- 
stoic AwJay 1 WaakUtom 1; Epsom A Ewen 
11 Tnng L Carton Trophy semi-final re- 
ptoje Huneertord 1 Carney Island 2. tout 
ASH league Premier Division: Odd Down 
2 MtfgxsfiddZkteflhk Express MttaKl 
ASsnctt Ifflenhal 2 Bowel L Jewsoe tore 
on Lu0m Premier DMrion: Lowestoft 0 
Hfatton 1; Woodbndga 2 Harmon 3. Dutch 
taagaK tie Draafacnap 1 ftftsc&sl 481 PSV 
Brwnown 1 Uonh pen 14, VMt 88). Twk- 
bhCupflnalfhstleg:Galata5arayl(Saurt- 
derepen5) FenstahreO, UtortafenaCi* 
first roand Gnsji Five: Rr/er plate (Aig) Mm- 
erven (Van) 0. 


David Whittle, Great Britain's 
manager, was a relieved man 
after his team's win against the 
host nation, the United Stales, in 
their qpeninggame of the Six Na- 
tions pre-Olympic tournament 
here j^sterday. 

Hours of negotiation fol- 
lowed the team’s arrival last 
Ibesday, as the attempt was 
made to salvage something out 
of an appalling series of or- 
ganisational blunders which 
bad threatened the tourna- 
ment. Even so, Britain were 
playing on an inadequate warm- 
up pitch to which the coach, Jon 
Copp, attributed the lacklustre 
British performance. “We 
played as if we were playing on 
a poor pilch. We were looking 
as if we had had a bad day at 
the office. There was little flow 
in our game." Certahiiy the 
players were very wary of the 
bumpy surface. 

Rob Thompson scored his 
50th international goal when he 
put Britain into the lead after 
15 minutes. Restricting the 
Americans to one shot and a 
fumbled penalty comer, Britain 
had dominated the first half 
without a a great deal to show 
for their efforts. 

Stunned by an equalis ing 
goal from Larry Amar three 


Golf 

Heavy snow caused the suspension of 
second-round play IntheTfeuruya Open 
in Kawanisbi, Japan, yestertiau When 
the action mas curtaied Japan's Biooshl 
toneyama and Stewart. Ginn, of Australia, 
were on top of the leader board, each 
with a three-under-par total of 141. 

Hockey 

SIX-NATION ROUMMUBM PRE-OLYMPIC 
TOURNAMENT (Attanta): Thursday's Ms 
mutts: Pakistan 4 Aigerama U Me 3 South 
Korea 0; Great BmaJn 5 United States 2. 
NATIONAL WTER-LEAfiUE TOURNAMENT 
(ManaKoyms) PoolOno: HartomtO Brom- 
ley 2. Pool TWo: Hampstead 0 Lews a* to- 
swtdi 0 Wfemngtan 2. 

Ice hockey 

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP Pod B (Eadhowen): 
TtaMttqf'e tola rnttfC to Bntam 2 (R Soa- 
etan. DMcEaien) Swrerfend 7. 

NHL: Boston 3 Harford 2; Onowa 3 Htetwrffi 
5; Pttfatiriptte 3 Mcrmei i 2 Nnv 

Jersey a Cncae> 5 Toronto 2; St Louis 2 Col- 
orado 3. 

Rugby League 

OPIUS CUP: Brisbane Broncos 28 Soutfi 

Queensland Crushers B- 


xninutes after the interval, 
Britain stepped up a gear, scorr 
ing four times in a 13-minute 
spell which strongly featured 
both Nick and Rob Thompson, 
although the goals came from 
Jason Laslett, Calum Giles- a 
cracking shot after the Ameri- 
can goal had miraculously sur- 
vived four previous British 
attempts at a penalty corner - 
and two from Russell Garcia. In 
between the Egyptian Ahmed 
Elma Ghraby had scored a sec- 
ond for the host nation. 

Jon Cark, the former Slough 
goalkeeper now the United 
States coach, was disappointed 
with his team, particularly with 
the lack of goals from his two 
Dutch strikers, Steven van 
Randwijck and Mark Wentges. 

GREAT BRITAIN: D Urcfaes lEasr Gmsteadi: 
J Wyatt (Readmg). J Hall* (Oto Loudnom- 
ans); S Fbnflmni (Hounslow), Kaftw TtaMiar 
ICamocfo. S Hazfitt (Hounslow): j Slow 
(SoLKh&OU. R Garda (Pdo Barcelona). R 
Ttnopaon (HounStow). J laslett IcapuTed- 
dliieion}, N Thompson (OM LoughUMWns). 
Substitutes mad: U Ream (Heading), c 
GBm [Hwanti, C Mayor (Cannock), Soma 

Singh (Soutngatej. 

UNITED STATES: S W0 msr. 0 Staffers, B 
Maroquln, S Daneteon, PSytes; N Butcher, 
LAmai Icaw.SJeWgs M Wentges. Ahmeo 
Elma GhtaCy. S ran Rflrxftrtfdt. S ub stitutes 
used: R Langord, b Schledom. J O'Neill. 5 
Mutants. 

Umpires: R O'Connor (Irfi, Z Irfan iPahi. 

H Jane Sixsmilh, the all-time 
leading British goalseoTer, will 
win her 1 00th British cap against 
the Netherlands at the Nation- 
al Stadium in Milton Keynes to- 
day. Britain are defending a 
17-game undefeated ran which 
includes a 2-2 draw with the 
Dutch, who are European 
champions, in the Olympic qual- 
ifier in Cape Town last year. 


do (It) 7-6 6-1; C Costa <Sp) bt B Mots (Pat 
6-2 7-5. Qoartm-finalK T Muster (Am) bt F 
Cteiet (Sp) 6-4 6-2; A Oaudenp lit) bt T Car 
boreB lSp> 6-3 6-1; P Haartiufc Noth) M R 
From&erg lAusl 2-6 6-4 6-4; A Corretja (Sol 
bt C Costa (Sp) 7-5 7-5. 

HWW KONS OPEN Meu'b stages, quarto*: 
finals: P Sampras (US) m D Pimosd lOart 
8-7 7-6 6-3; J Slemenrrt (Noth) bt S Motoro- 
la (Japan) 6-3 2-6 7-6; T Waxfcndgj iflust 
btR hrajteeh (Ntth) 6-4 7-6; M Chang (US) bt 
M Oamm (Cz Rsp) 6-0 3-6 6-3. 

tor-taste: A toautascultaO tn fSreraiftHFfi 
4-6 7-5 6-0; 6 Bfc** 0fnj bt C Caratn (Kj 3-6 
6-1 7-5; T Enqwst (Swe) bt J Reunan IFrt 6-3 
6-3; J Sark (US) bt S Stone (Ausi 6-2 36 76. 
BAUSCH MO L0HB WOMEN'S CHAMPION- 
SHIP (Amelia Island, Florida} Single*, ttird 
round: C Martinez (Sp) w J Husarwa (Slovak) 
6-0 6-0: A Sanchez VicarioISp) btTjecmenaa 
(Tug) 46 6-3 6-1; S Hack (Ger) bt C Rutan. 
(US 1 6-1 6-0; MJ Fernandez (USi UPSuarez 
(ArgJ 76 S-3-. M Pierce <Frt bt A Miter iUS) 
6-3 6-1: 1 Spbtea (Romi bt V Ruano-Paseual 
(Sp) 7-5 66: M McGrath (US) teWProtet (Ger) 
8-2 6-1: B Seheti Wua bt V Martmek (Ger) 
6-2 6-3. 


Rugby Union 


CLD8 MATCH (Ilinrtqft! UcffieU 17HM Rtt- 
onslT. 

Speedway 

VVORUICHAMPIQNSMPBrUaltseoMtelGta- 
fonO: Pubnned fmaterioggea Back}. Re- 
amieM tor Friday IS Apnl. 

PREMIER LEAGUE (Itandatf: fesunch 50 {C 
Lous 13. J Doncaster 10) Poole 46 (C Boyce 
14, L Gvmesffld 11. T (teson 11): Union 50 
(L Adana 13, K Tatum 12. PHuny 101 WObier- 
tampton 46 (M Kataon 12); Sheffield 50 (S 
Erniotef*ol4,RKe55lorl4,SSitnniOiScot- 
tBftMona»s46(MFanal2,SAtotai8HMki- 
i*etoiw^l5HullS(al»ri(jbriedfltertwftaais 

Sue id unsafe track coriti&ons). 

Tennis 

ESTOfOL OPEN (EsfajrtL Por) Men's Singhs. 
Moored round: F Cfevel 'Spi tn 3 Pcscoseb- 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


The number of US cities to be 
visited by the Olympic flame 
on a 3,500-mile, month- 
1 long train journey from Mima, 
Arizona, to Chicago starting | 
on 30 Apnl. The flame car- 
ries onto Atlanta by bicycle, 

1 canoe, steamboat and horse- 
.back. 





RFU gives in 
to demands 
of the clubs 


Rugby Union 

STEVE BALE 

English rugby union's govern- 
ing body last night as good as 
capitulated to the leading clubs 
who have heen threatening to 
secede after a day-long emer- 
gency session of the Rugby 
Football Union’s full commit- 
tee at the London Hilton. 

In accordance with the wishes 
of the clubs. Bill Bishop, the 
RFU president was drafted 
into the negotiating team - 
though still under the nominal 
chairmanship of Cliff Brittle, the 
highly contentious RFU exec- 
utive committee chairman. “We 
wish the negotiations to con- 
tinue as speedily as possible." 
Tony Hallett, the RFU secre- 
tary. said. 

Far more significant is that 
the RFU has agreed on virtu- 
ally all of ‘the 12 negotiating 
positions put to it by the dubs, 
leaving control of the game 
itself as the only outstanding 
issue. It is impossible to believe 
the clubs will not agree to com- 
promise on this, especially as it 
now appears they nail receive aO 
the monies from the competi- 
tions in which they participate. 

The pressure on the RFU in- 
creased when it became dear 
that England's Hrst Division 
players, who will be the new pro- 
fessionals whoever is in charge. 


were ready to side with the 
dubs rather than the RFU. 

This week the dubs' response 
to the RFU's outright refusal to 
cede any of its administrative or 
financial powers over the pro- 
fessional game provoked the 
clubs into announcing a boycott 
of next season’s RFU league and 
cup competitions in order to play 
in their own. A declaration of 
full-scale independence would 
have been then next step. 

As the RFU's full committee 
was gathered yesterday, the Bath 
captain, Phil de Glanvflle, one of 
those dealing personally with the 
warring parties on behalf of the 
piggies-in-tfae-middle. pleaded 
for an accommodation. Law- 
rence Dallaglio and Paul John- 
son. captains of >Afasps and 
Orrell, have also been involved. 

"Having looked at the two 
positions and talked to both 
sides, we know there's a lot of 
common ground and a negoti- 
ated settlement is feasible,” De 
Glanvflle said. “But there needs 
to be a lot of give from both and 
at the moment there is very 
little from either. 

“If the worst came to the 
worst I can't say what every in- 
dividual player in the First Di- 
vision would decide buL though 
we won’t say this in public, we 
have made it very clear to the 
parties what our position would 
be if a breakaway occurred.” 

On Thursday English 


Professional Rugby Union 
Gubs claimed they had the' 
players' support ana it does ap- 
pear that if it came toastraight 
choice the majority would go 
with Epruc provided the clnbs 
produce the finan cial packages 
they claim will be avaflable. 

The RFU has the England 
team - the official version - but 
the intennittence of inter- 
national rugby compares un- 
favourably in career terms with 
dub rugby and the vast majority 
of First Division players do 
not play for England and so 
have no access to international 
pay-outs. 

De GlanviHe made it dear that 
the dubs’ fixture structure - a 
two-tier European competition 
supported by a 24-team Angio- 
Wefsh league and 12-team Eng- 
lish Conference - would be 
preferable to the union's with its 
smaller European involvement 
and insistence on the intrusion 
of divisional rugby. 

“We’re not going to be pub- 
licly drawn on one side or the 
other. To have to choose be- 
tween dub and country is not 
a position we should ever be put 
in," De Glanvflle said. “What is 
very worrying for the players is 
that a lot of them have to make 
career decisions about next sea- 
son and for them it's a night- 
mare scenario.” 

Supercharged Super- 12, 
Previews, page 24 


THE INDEPENDENT CROSSWORD 


Lost for words? 


| Tern to the Franklin Bookman" Dictionary and Thesauras. 

| To onto Fraritim products, mg 0122 081500 

No. 2960. Saturday L3 April By 



111 II ■ 

II 

m m m 


BBBBBB 

muuuu 


u ■ 

B 

B B 

eiBBilBIB 
B B ■ 

B B 

B 

BHBBBB 

m b 

UBBBBUI 

B fl B 


H 


fl B 


B B 

IlilBBBBIlBB 

ilBilBB 



1 B B B 

fl 

B B I 


Wort! tartar in boride tatariogr 
Friday’s Solution 


1JLDHHBIIU HQBHDEIE 

nnHnQQnE 

BDC1I3EJ QBCIEDEIDBE 
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HEILlHGlDianB E3O00B 
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II hi 0 0 U 0 
BflQDQEIElCSm □□□QC 1 

□ rj □ □ E 

□dhoiq smuBoamsB 
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□£]□£]□□□ GOOCJ0E1B 


ACROSS 

7 Heed party ( parti 1 on 
Right) (8) 

9 First-class meals on liner 
lb) 

10 Neck's punctured by 
sheep's first ticks f5) 

11 Paper round carrier - . 1 (SI 

12 They might well display 
vital statistics! (14) 

15 Europeans returning 
home in a hurry (b) 

16 Ruffles father with trou- 
bles (6) 

IS One holding a Jack? l-S-b | 

20 Revue with Hue climax 
(S) 

22 Light fUiet recipe (5) 


|| THE FRANKLIN SCRAMBLE 


24 Sulky girls (6) 

25 .At the wheel, 1 fare round 
North (2,6) 

DOWN 

1 Increase - or fold (S) 

2 One American girl's a 
goddess (41 

3 Diminutive girl shown 
around State capital (6) 

4 Boom town - without 
gold 14) 

5 No. it wasn’t hard cheese 
for Capone! (10) 

6 Grass's concealing river 
birds (b) 

S Given cards? Diamond is 
wished for (9) 



13 Timber was old and rot- 
ting around heart of log 

14 Agjle cobra slithering 
with a twitch (9) 

17 Always protected by point 
in one of the “Navigation 
Acts”? (8) 

18 Prime fish, perhaps (6) 

19 Headed investigators, 
showing rank (6) 

21 Love - writer's subject (4) 

23 Fuel slick, about fifth of 
tanker (4) 


Make tbe longest word cm frura R1WTTSET Friday’s Scramble: RADMJT0N 


Win a Franklin Bookman Dictionary and Thesaurus worth £100 
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Tee time: Sandy Lyle plays the fourth hole of yesterday^ second round 


Photograph: Stephen Munday/AIIsport 



Great White Shark cash 
large shadow over field 


Golf 

TIM GLOVER 
reports from Augusta 

When Bobby Jones, the moving 
spirit behind Augusta National, 
first set eyes on Jack Nickkus he 
remarked that he played a game 
with which he was not familiar . 
There were many here echoing 
similar sentiments about Greg 
Norman following his blazing 
start in die 60th Masters. While 
the Great White Shark was 
basking in the warm glow of a 
record-equalling 63, lesser mor- 
tals were lost in his wake. 

Sam Tb trance, the No 2 to 
Colin Montgomerie on the Eu- 
ropean Tbur last year, and Gor- 
don Sherry, the amateur 
champion, parted company 
from die tournament, and from 
each other, yesterday. Torrance, 
who had an 80 in the first 
round, needed a score of Nor- 
man proportions to survive the 
half-way cut and although he 
improved considerably with a 
71, it was not enough. 

At seven over par for the 
championship, Torrance head- 
ed for the airporL “Every cloud 
has a silver lining,” Torrance 
said. “HI be able to watch the 
tournament at home with my 
wife and kids." The 22-year-old 
Sheny added a 77 to a 78 for 
an aggregate of 155, 11 over par 
and the first thing he did after 
signing his score card was to sign 
a contract to turn professional. 

“This was Ihe worst experience 
of my life,” Sherry said, “but in 
the long run Tm sure it will be of 
great benefit to me." He will 
make his debut as a profession- 


al in the Italian Open and has re- 
ceived invitations to six other 
events. Unlike Torrance, Sherry 
intended to spend the weekend 
in Augusta but he was not sure 
whether be would watch the 
tournament at the course or on 
television. Fred Couples, who 

iiere^ said: ^“He^ should forget 
about the figures. He's a much 
better player than that and has a 
great future ahead of him.” 

Sherry finished two shots in 
front of the former Open cham- 
pion Ian Baker-Finch, who had 
a 79 that included a quadruple- 
bogey nine at the 13th. Not sur- 
prisingly, tiie Australian, who 
languishes in Norman's shadow, 
refused to discuss his perfor- 
mance. He had shared a practice 
round here with Seve Ballesteros 
and the two compared notes. It 
might have had a resonance 
with the log of the captain of the 
Titanic. Baker-Finch is dying 
the death of a 1,000 missed cuts. 
There were a few players worse 
off than Baker-Finch, Doug 
Ford, forexamfrie, but Fbrd, the 
Masters champion in 1957, is 73 
years of age. 

Meanwhile, Norman appears 
to have taken a leaf out of the 
book of the Sri Lankan openers 
in his approach this year to the 
Masters. He has been a notori- 
ously slow starter at Augusta Na- 
tional and traditionally reserves 
his best for a final-round charge. 
On Thursday his 63 matched the 
record set by Nick Price in the 
third round 10 years ago. 

“I’ll be able to reflect on this 
for many years to come,” Nor- 
man said. BuL only if he wears 
the Green Jacket on Sunday 


evening. The 41-year-old Nor- 
man, playing in hisl6th Masters, 
failed to break par in the first 
round of seven of his previous 
nine appearances. His nine 
birdies from the seventh bole 
gave him a two-stroke lead over 
the left-hander Phil Mickelson 
and both had glorious back 
nines, coming home in 30, one 
shot off the record achieved by 
Mark Calcavecchia in 1992. 

Norman, who has finished in 
the top six in the Masters on sev- 
en occasions, said: “You just try 
to keep the momentum going 
tiiat’s within you. Tm exdted but 
I’m not going to lei it get away 
from me." Norman has won the 
Open Championship twice but 
has never landed a major in the 
United States despite being the 
world No 1. No one has ever 
shot lower than 63 in any of the 
four majors and Norman is the 
only player to do k in two of 
them. His other 63 came in the 
second round of the 1986 Open 
at Turn berry. 

Putting is the key to winning 
the Masters and Norman had 
only 27 putts in the first round, 
nine below regulation. “When 
you get info the land of roll that 
I was in it feels very comfort- 
able,” he said. “Hey, let ft hap- 
pen. Let the reins of the horse 
go and let him run as fast he 
wants.” In an attempt tb pull in 
the reins, Ihe tournament com- 
mittee thought kmg and hard 
about the pin positions for the 
second round yesterday. The 
speed of the greens and the plac- 
ing of the flags are the only two 
defences the course has against 
a major assaulL They will not 
want to see the Masters won with 


an overwhelming score anct 
short of placing, the flagsticks in 
the middle of the bunkers or 
lakes, they came up with some 
fiendish placements yesterday. 

Some, mdudiog Tom Wilson, 
would argue that the position of 
the flags in the first round was 
tricky enough. At the par-three 
16th, David Gilford, in ah oth- 
erwise exemplary round, bad 
four putts ana that was one few- 
er than Watson. He took a six 
at the hole in a round of 75, 
three over par, and yesterday he 
was. making progress until he 
had a six at the 15th. 

Corey Pavin also had a 75 in 
the first round but yesterday 
proved that, devilish pin posi- 
tions or not, the course was em- 
inently playable. Pavin shot 66 
to move-fiom three over to three 
under. The field is pared to 44 
plus ties after the second round, 
those within 10 shots of the lead 
also making the cut With a 67 
or less, Norman would break 
Raymond Floyd’s 36-hole tour- 
nament record of 13 under 131 
set in 1976. Under (he 10-shot 
rule players would have to score 
at least a four-under-par ag- 
gregate of 140 to make the cut 
and avoid a lost weekend. 


HBWtai*): 141 C Ftan 75 66. MSJfuta 
75 70; B Lartgar (Oat) 75 70: T Lehman 75 
70. 1M F Couples 78 6a 148 S Strtoter 80 
69; 5 Stricter 80 69. 150 N Lancaster 76 
74. 151 S Torrance (GB) 80 71: BOenshaw 


C flocca TO 78 75; 0 torn 78 75. 154 B 
Mayfair 77 77. 155 G Sherry* LGB) 78 77; 
S Btosam (Aus) 76 79; B Hermngur 76 79. 
157 I Bater-Hneti (Aua) 78 79. IBS C WoU- 
mann* 79 79. 150 C CooUy 82 78; B Mante- 
ls* 79 81; M McCumter 78 82: J QWMSe 
Jnr* 78 82. 159 D Fort 81 88. 

Sherry’s fairy-tale ends, page 27 


US unte*ss H36SJ 
* denotes amateur 
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Early second-round scores 
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D Frost (SAJ 
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jrteMaub 
i Haas 
71 

T Aaron 
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FNOOdOlNZ) 
N Price iZlmj 
S Lowry 
BQaswn 
B Estes 

MCricanotfua 
J Huston 

F Funk 
>D#y 
estrange 

E Os |SA) 


M CfeaH (Japan) 

L Roberts 

72 

TTVytoa 
H Sutton 
‘ D Waldorf 
M Brooks 
DIM ■- 

C Montgomerie (GB) 
M O’Meara 
I Wftnsram (GB) 

J Leonard 
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S Bateteros iSpi ' 
G Pfayer (SA) 

MCjmpfetnNZ) 

ACefta (Get) . 
C Staler 


D Dural 
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J Shuman 
A Palmer 
M Roe (GO) 
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F Zoster 
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G Brewer 
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■ J Fuiyk 
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S EMngtarnAuB) 

SHBBSN {Japan] 
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Typical Examples: 


UNSECURED PERSONAL LOANS 



\X''h;U vou 
save with 
Hamilton 
Direct Bank 



it's easy to see what our lowest 
rate ever ' could do for you, 

HAMILTON 

Direct Bunk- 

i ,-ii , w..<i ../ //.'f nu:tk 

We have the monev :o hand, 


I4S2&. 

£112.79 

£5,413.92 

19-9% 

£118.10 

£5,668.80 

i&asfc 

£116.33 

£5,583.84 

18.7% 

£116.00 

£5,568.00 



13.8% £188.07 £9,02736 


19 £% £206.68. £9,920.64 
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What you 
save with 
Hamilton 
Direct Bank 

.wi 

**&&#&*&**. t'/Z* 

atS3f 

Mm*; 


You can rake out an unsecured 
-Personal Loan for any reasont with 
Hamilton Direct Bank, a division of 
HFC Bank pic and take advantage of 
our attractive fixed Tates: 

13 . 8 % APR 
16 . 9 % APRS" 


I ro APPLY ( Alt 

0800 30 


[vi i ■ Mir muii" 4n J <" Kelp .iiipn* .4ii htMu* u yiiu. me auy nmi m mwiinw 


17.5% £199.32 £9,567.36 


JRaie* are carwct as ar 09/04/96. ’The rues quoted arc for new customers. Existing iiutomvns may be digjhie for a different rate. Quoting refi 91017/200 
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